AHS 100: Introduction to Art

Asynchronous, 3 credit hours

Professor: Dr. Jeffrey Taylor

Email: jmtaylor8@bsu.edu

Office: Available to meet by appointment

Office Hours: Available to meet on Zoom, and by appointment

Course Description: Through a survey of art and artifacts from prehistoric through contemporary times
and the aesthetic, historical, and social elements that helped to shape them, this course offers an
introduction to understanding and appreciating material culture, including painting, sculpture, and
architecture. This course fulfills the University Core Curriculum (UCC) Tier 1 Fine Arts requirement. It is
not open to School of Art majors. There are no prerequisites or co-requisites for this course. This is also
a High Impact Diverse Perspectives course, which means that students will learn about new and
different perspectives as a result of learning from diverse communities and cultures.

Communication: Let’s work together to stay connected and form a supportive learning community.
Please reach out to me (Dr. Taylor) if you have questions, concerns, illness, or anything else that might
disrupt your progress in this course. When you email me (or any other professor) you should make sure
your email represents your professionalism. A greeting, a courteous message, and a closing signature are
necessary. Emails that are overly informal may be inadvertently overlooked. Learning to communicate
with a professor in this manner is good preparation for communication in future professional contexts.

Preparation (Reading and InQuizitives): The textbook for this course is the ebook, The History of Art: A
Global View 1e, 1-Vol ISBN: 978-0-500-84431-1. Instructions for purchasing the book are provided on
Canvas. The Global View textbook comes with an interactive program called InQuizitive that will help you
synthesize and apply the knowledge you get from the readings. These exercises should take
approximately ninety minutes to complete (in addition to the time it takes you to read the assigned book
chapters). Links to the InQuizitives are on Canvas. You should use your book as you work through these
exercises, and you can pause and return to them as much as you want until the deadline posted on
Canvas. | prefer this kind of assessment to giving in-class tests, which can be more stressful than they are
educational. The InQuizitive exercises can be challenging, especially at first, but you will get more
comfortable with them as you progress.



Participation (Attendance and In-Class Activities): Because this course occurs in an asynchronous
format, your participation will come in the form your responses to the InQuizitive assignments and the
other assessments. Your attendance will be determined by your ability to progress through the weekly
readings, materials, and assignments and generally keep up with the pace of the course.

Analysis (Exams): You will complete two multiple-choice exams during the course of the semester that
will help assess your retention of the material. These exams will be taken on the Canvas, and will also be
done asynchronously.

Engagement (Creative Project): You will have the opportunity to design two of your own projects. These
projects will allow you to practice the various skills of art history (close looking, critical thinking,
research, and communication) and engage with art history in a way that relates to your other skills and
interests. You may choose to work on your own or with a group and the outcome of this project can be a
performance, video, website, research paper, or something else that demonstrates what you learn in this
course. More information will be posted on Canvas.

Deadlines, Extensions, and Late Work: Deadlines are associated with the week in which the task
appears. This provides a structure to this course so that you are able to keep up with the pace of the
work. If you feel you need an extension on a deadline or some other kind of accommodation
(particularly in the event of funeral or bereavement, jury duty, school sanctioned excursions, chronic or
prolonged illness, pregnancy, or family emergency), please email me as soon as possible, before you miss
any deadlines, so we can find an appropriate resolution to any issue you might have.

Canvas and Devices in Class: The course Canvas site is online

at https://bsu.instructure.com. On Canvas you will find the syllabus, a link to the textbook, assignments,
and other resources to help you learn. Important announcements will be posted on Canvas and sent via
email.

Troubleshooting Tips: If you experience a problem with Canvas, the Global View ebook, or InQuizitive,
you should take steps to troubleshoot the problem. Most problems are caused either as a result of
student not having purchased the ebook, and attempting to complete the work without having done so.
You absolutely must purchase the ebook to complete this course. Other problems can be caused by a
poor internet connection, and/or a computer/operating system/or web browser that has not been
updated properly. If you cannot resolve the issue on your own and need additional advice or are
concerned that you may miss a deadline, please email me as soon as possible. In your email, please
provide a detailed description of the problem you encountered, a screenshot of any error message you
received, and (if necessary) a copy of your completed assignment.



Goals, Assessment, and Competencies: When you look back on this experience, | want you to remember
that art is essential to the human experience. People make art to engage with the aspects of their lives
that matter most to them. Art history as a discipline seeks to understand the function and significance of
works of art and material and visual culture across different eras and places. | want you to build new
skills for looking at, analyzing, and explaining the many meanings of art from around the world since the
dawn of humanity. These are ambitious goals! | also, and perhaps more importantly, want your
experience in this class to be enjoyable, stimulating, challenging, and relatable. | hope the class will make
you curious about art, history, and your place in these realms and confident in your ability to continue to
discover new interests and gain new knowledge and skills. You may have different goals for yourself in
this course, and | want to understand those, too.

In addition, it should be noted that this course is a High Impact Diverse Perspectives course. Therefore,
students will be able understand new and different perspectives as a result of learning from diverse
communities and cultures. Also, students will create conclusions by combining examples, facts, and
theories from more than one field of study and perspective.

As | have designed the assignments, | try to balance quantitative (InQuizitives) and qualitative
assessments (creative and exams) and provide opportunities for you to work in different ways. The best
way to stay on track is to prepare (listen to the lecture, do the reading, complete the InQuizitives) and
submit work regularly throughout the term. Your final grade will be calculated according to the
percentage breakdown below. If you have a question or concern about your progress in the course,
please make an appointment to talk with me.

Preparation (Lectures, Readings, and InQuizitives- 30, each worth-2%) 60%
Analysis (Midterm-10% and Final Exam-10%) 20%

Engagement (Creative Project 1-10% and Creative Project 2-10%) 20%

Below is a summary of what you will do in this course and how those efforts and responsibilities
translate into skills and competencies that can help you in your future as a student and a professional.

Efforts and Responsibilities Skills and Competencies

Meet regular deadlines, communicate
problems in a timely fashion and advocate for Professionalism/Work Ethic
solutions

Use Canvas, the online textbook, and other

Digital Technolo
resources to engage with material 8 &Y

Analyze works of art from a variety of

. Global/Intercultural Fluency
aesthetic and cultural contexts



Utilize visual and contextual evidence to

explain the aesthetic and historical

significance of works of art, museum or Critical Thinking/Problem Solving
gallery exhibitions, or presentations by artists

and art historians

Articulate ideas about art history clearly and
effectively in written work and creative Oral/Written Communications
projects

Letter grades in this course are assigned as follows:

Course Time Commitment: The University expects that students will spend approximately two hours of
study time outside of class for every one hour in class. Since this is a three-credit class, you should
expect to study an average of nine hours of work each week with lectures, readings, and InQuizitives,
and, in weeks with other assessments: Creative Projects and Exams, there may be additional study time.

Course Ethics: Instances of academic misconduct such as cheating on an assignment or exam,
plagiarizing a text, or lying degrade the ethical and educational value of a college experience and will
result in a failing grade on that assignment. Academic misconduct is also reported to Student Academic
Ethics Committee and the Associate Provost and included in your academic records. Depending on the
severity and frequency of the offense, academic misconduct may also result in a failing grade in the
course or suspension or expulsion from the university. Every student is responsible for understanding
and abiding by Ball State’s Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities. For a full explanation of the
university’s policy see the Academic Ethics section of the Student Code.

Intellectual Property: Course materials prepared by the professor, including the assignments and
supplemental materials posted on Canvas, are the property of the instructor. Disseminating such
materials to anyone not enrolled in this class this semester is prohibited. Students should not attempt to
sell notes or study materials as doing so is unethical and may violate the intellectual property rights of
the instructor, textbook authors and publisher, and/or artists and owners of the works of art we study.

Students with Disabilities: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability,
please contact the professor as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates
services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office
before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293

or dsd@bsu.edu.



BSU Syllabus Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are
welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among
those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or
accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball
State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a
disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability
Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Course Calendar: The following is a plan for the semester, including reading assignments and the work
for that week should be completed in that week. The week listed is counted from the beginning of the
semester. The work should be completed by the following Sunday at midnight. Any changes to the
syllabus will be announced in class, posted on Canvas, and sent via email.

Week 1: Introduction and Earliest Art
e Review the Basic Course Information module on Canvas, including the Syllabus.
e Purchase the online textbook, The History of Art: A Global View

Watch Recorded Lecture on Introduction and Earliest Art

Read The History of Art: A Global View, Ch. 1 and 2

Assignment: InQuizitive: 1 and 2

Week 2: Art of Mesopotamia
Watch Recorded Lecture on Art of Mesopotamia
Read Global View, Chs. 3 and 5

InQuizitive: 3 and 5

Week 3: Ancient Egypt
Watch Recorded Lecture on Ancient Egypt
Read Global View, Chs. 4 and 6

InQuizitive: 4 and 6

Week 4: Early Asian Art

Watch Recorded Lecture on Early Asian Art



Read Global View, Chs. 7 and 8
InQuizitive: 7 and 8

Assignment: Creative Project #1

Week 5: Ancient Greece
Watch Recorded Lecture on Ancient Greece
Read Global View, Chs. 14 and 15

InQuizitive: 14 and 15

Week 6: Roman Art
Watch Recorded Lecture on Roman Art
Read Global View, Chs. 19 and 20

InQuizitive: 19 and 20

Week 7: Jewish, Early Christian, and Byzantine Art
Watch Recorded Lecture on Jewish, Early Christian, and Byzantine Art
Read Global View, Chs. 23 and 28

InQuizitive: 23 and 28

Week 8: Islamic Art

Watch Recorded Lecture on Islamic Art
Read Global View, Chs. 24 and 33
InQuizitive: 24 and 33

Midterm Exam: Short Essays done on Canvas

Week 9: Later Asian Art
Watch Recorded Lecture on Later Asian Art
Read Global View, Chs. 31 and 32

InQuizitive: 31 and 32



Week 10: Medieval European Art
Watch Recorded Lecture on Medieval European Art
Read Global View, Chs. 35 and 36

InQuizitive: 35 and 36

Week 11: European Renaissance Art

Watch Recorded Lecture on European Renaissance Art
Read Global View, Chs. 38 and 46

InQuizitive: 38 and 46

Creative Project #2 due by 11:59pm

Week 12: Art of Pre-Columbian America
Watch Recorded Lecture on Art of Pre-Columbian America
Read Global View, Chs. 41 and 42

InQuizitive: 41 and 42

Week 13: Baroque European Art
Watch Recorded Lecture on Baroque European Art
Read Global View, Chs. 53 and 54

InQuizitive: 53 and 54

Week 14: Art of the 19" Century
Watch Recorded Lecture on Art of the 19'" Century
Read Global View, Chs. 58 and 62

InQuizitive: 58 and 62

Week 15: Art of the 20t Century

Watch Recorded Lecture on Art of the 20™ Century



Read Global View, Chs. 66 and 67

InQuizitive: 66 and 67

Finals Week:

Exam taken on Canvas.



