Ball State University School of Music Course Syllabus
Course 620 - Applied Music: Woodwinds CRN 35280
Fall 2026
General Information
Instructor Dr. Ann Hicks, School of Music, Music Education
Course Description
This course included thirty to sixty minutes of weekly private lesson based on credit enrollment. Open to all graudate students; this usually functions as an elective credit (may or may not be on the student’s major instrument). A total of 20 credits may be earned, but no more than 2 in any one semester or term. Lessons will be in person on campus.
Credits = 1 to 2
Course Objectives and Goals
· Building a strong foundation and understanding of fundamentals: sound, articulation, embouchure, air support, technique/fingerings, rhythm, pitch/intonation
· Using these fundamentals and technique as a vehicle for expression. Discovering everyone’s individual voice and artistry on the instrument
· Musicianship, working towards a vocal and singing style of playing
· Repertoire, which will be discussed and assigned in lessons. Learning many different periods & styles of music and gain knowledge of the clarinet repertoire including concerti, solos, etudes, orchestral excerpts, & chamber music

Course Materials
Required Materials
□ Instrument in good working condition	
□ Practice binder with lesson assignments
□ Any additional materials requested from teacher

Grading and Policies
Final grades will be based upon the following:
· Preparation of weekly lesson material 60%
· Assisting in mentoring settings - 10%
· Improvement, growth, attitude, and professional work ethic - 15%
· Attendance & participation in applied lessons/studio classes - 15%
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Semester Grading criteria:
A (Excellent): Mastery of the subject matter is clearly evident; outstanding effort, significant achievement and personal improvement are clearly evident; remarkable skill and creativity may also be evident.

B (Above Average): Competence in the subject matter is clearly evident; all aspects of the assignment(s) have been fulfilled; good effort, achievement or improvement is evident.

C (Average): At least minimal competence in the subject matter is evident; aspects of the assignment(s) are fulfilled but with minimal competence; average expenditure of effort and/or creativity is evident; minimal improvement may be evident.
D (Needs Improvement): Minimal competence in the subject matter is difficult to ascertain; some aspect(s) of the assignment may not have been fulfilled; a preponderance of errors may interfere with clear communication; insufficient effort and lack of improvement are evident.

F (Unacceptable): Competence in the subject matter is clearly not evident; assignment(s) may be incomplete or entirely missing; little or no effort appears to have been expended; no improvement is evident.

Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track.] 

Practice
Students are required to practice which will develop your skills and mastery of the instrument. It is important to set goals for each practice session and know what you want to accomplish to make for an effective practice session. Allowing the mind to rest and splitting your practice sessions into blocks in addition to being relaxed, methodical, practicing slowly, and doing coordinated repetitions is key to effective practice. For performance majors, it is recommended to practice a minimum of 3-4 hours a day. Other music majors, 2 hours daily and if you are a minor, 1 hour daily. Practice assignments made weekly in your notebook must be practiced each week. Much like assignments in any other class, you must come prepared to lessons and organize your practice accordingly.


University Statement 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.  
 
Disability Statement 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. . Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu
AI Policy
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop any materials submitted in this course (IE. Listening & Research assignment).
Absences and Contact
If you need to discuss anything with me or have any questions, knock on the door in between lessons or please email me if you need to set up an appointment to discuss anything privately. Please contact me if you need to be absent for studio class or a lesson due to an extenuating circumstance, emergency, illness, or conflict. If you know you won’t be able to attend a lesson, please let me know as early as possible in advance. Any unexcused absence will result in a one letter grade deduction (ie. A becomes A-) from the final grade and is up to the discretion of the instructor whether it is excused or not. If you contact me directly before or after the lesson, it may not be excused. All students are required to attend every lesson and every student & faculty clarinet recital. If you have a conflict with a lesson, you may switch times with a colleague, but please notify me in advance of the change. Please note if I need to cancel a lesson, a make-up lesson will be offered.. Please note lessons will not be rescheduled due to being busy with other school-related work as it is your responsibility to prepare the assigned lesson material each week. If the student surpasses a total of four or more absences during the semester, it is up to the instructor to determine if the student is still eligible to pass depending on the circumstances. In this scenario, the student may also be referred to an academic advisor for assistance in the course.
Accommodations
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu



