
Eng 208.809 Fall 2026 
(Composing Research) 
Online Asynchronous 

 

Faculty: 
Prof. Cassidy Forbing 

 

Required Text: 
You will have only required text for this course (and it is free!) with supplemental articles, videos, and 
other means  on Canvas: 

Ball Point Vol. 2: https://digitalresearch.bsu.edu/ballpoint2/  
​ Password: chirp104 
 

Course Description: 
Applies principles of diverse rhetorical traditions to research processes, including understanding audience, 
purpose, and genre in disciplinary contexts; ethics and methods of research; the varieties of researched, 
multimodal writing; and planning and executing a research project.  
 

Course Goals: 
●​ Demonstrate proficiency in reading, evaluating, analyzing, and using material collected from 

electronic sources (such as visual, electronic, library databases, Internet sources, other official 
databases, federal government databases, reputable blogs, wikis, etc.). 

●​ Plan, develop, and complete individual research projects that include generating a research 
question; finding, evaluating, and documenting relevant sources; analyzing and synthesizing 
researched information. 

●​ Demonstrate cultural and disciplinary awareness of issues of audience, purpose, and conventions 
(including genre, grammar, format, and citation). 

●​ Understand principles of relevant, effective, and ethical primary and secondary research. 
●​ Draft and revise research-based writing in multiple, disciplinary and multimodal (where 

appropriate) formats, including a research report or paper using relevant research to support an 
organized argument that addresses a research question. 

 
Course Content & Format: 

●​ Discuss, analyze, and respond to texts composed in a variety of disciplinary genres and a variety 
of media; from a variety of cultural perspectives; and using different kinds of research and 
addressing diverse audiences. 

●​ Analyze the connections among research questions, research methods, audience, and genre, 
including digital, multimodal, and multimedia writing. 

●​ Discuss and analyze the rhetorical history and impact of conventions (grammar, citation, format, 
and genre) as they vary by culture and discipline. 

https://digitalresearch.bsu.edu/ballpoint2/


●​ Design research projects that involve generating a question; collecting data through various forms 
of primary and secondary research; and analyzing and interpreting that data using diverse 
perspectives and methods. 

●​ Compose proposals, progress reports, final research reports, and other forms of disciplinary 
specific writing in multiple drafts, involving peer and instructor feedback, teacher-student 
conferences, and self-reflection. 
 

Statements: 
Attendance: 
​ This is a fully online, asynchronous course. Attendance is not something that can be graded in 
this format. Our course will be sectioned into two terms, T1 and T2. You will need to submit assignments 
as designated before the end of T1 or T2 to gain full credit and be on-track with attendance. More 
information about T1 and T2 timelines are in the Class Expectations and Grading sections of the syllabus.  
 
University: 
​ We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing 
the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote 
a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

 
Disability / Accommodations: 
​ If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the 
instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for 
students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 
accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or 
dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
 
FERPA: 

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most 
circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some 
directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request 
to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's 
FERPA and Privacy and Protection. 

 

Academic Integrity & AI: 
WHEN IN DOUBT, CITE IT OUT!!! 

Using someone else’s ideas or words as your own on any and all assignments is plagiarism. It is a 
violation of the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities as defined in the student handbook (or at 
www.bsu.edu/sa/dean/stucode/) and will be treated as such. If you are concerned about inadvertently 

https://www.bsu.edu/data/blocks/accordionv2-blocks/administrative-offices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/registrar/ferpa
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/registrar/ferpa
http://www.bsu.edu/sa/dean/stucode
http://www.bsu.edu/sa/dean/stucode


violating this policy, please see me before completing the assignment. The Writing Center is a great 
resource to use if you want someone to check if you are plagiarizing. 
​  

 
Class Expectations: 

Communication can be hard in an online asynchronous class. I am going to do my best to 
consistently communicate with you all–through Canvas, email, and feedback–& I expect you all to do the 
same. If you have any questions or concerns about anything in this course, please reach out. I will respond 
quickest through my email, not through Canvas messaging. Please reach out if you find yourself falling 
behind, and we will try to make accommodations. 

Mutual respect is considered mandatory. As this is an online class, respect is shown in different 
ways than the classroom. Please consider the way you phrase discussion posts and emails to not only 
myself, but to your peers. (Click here for tips on professional emailing). This online classroom is a SAFE 
SPACE for everyone to share their opinions and experiences. No hate will be tolerated here, but if 
circumstances do arise, we will follow BSU’s Code of Conduct.  

This course is designed to be asynchronous, allowing you to do the assignments that fit within 
your schedule. It is important that you know that there are some significant deadlines that you still 
need to abide by, and failure to submit those assignments by the deadline will result in loss of 
points. Each assignment will lead to the next one. I added strict deadlines for a multitude of reasons. 
First, to ensure you are prepared for the next assignment. Second, because there are opportunities for 
revision and gaining more points. I want you to have the time to complete those revisions and the 
opportunity to score a higher grade. And lastly, because it is never fun to rush to complete a course during 
the final weeks of a semester.  

I recommend you follow the schedule I outlined on the bottom page to not only keep your sanity, 
but to allow you plenty of time to complete these assignments and course to your best ability.  

This course will be divided into two sections: Term 1 (T1) which is the first half of the semester 
(Aug 24-Oct 9) and Term 2 (T2), the last half of the semester, (Oct 12-Dec 11). You can think of T1 as 
before Fall Break and T2 as after Fall Break. Many of your assignments will be due at the end of one of 
these two terms. 

There are three different kinds of assignments for this course, which you can see more about in 
the Assignments section of this syllabus. You will have 3 Major Assignments (MA), 8 Discussion Boards 
(DB), and 4 Peer Reviews (PR). 2 of the Major Assignments will be due T1, and the last one will be due 
T2. All of your Discussion Boards will be due T2. Two of your Peer Review assignments will be due T1, 
and the last two will be due T2.  

You are welcome to begin turning in your assignments at any point. I will work under a rolling 
grading deadline. Meaning, once you turn an assignment in, I will have that assignment graded and back 
to you within one week’s time (unless indicated otherwise). You can learn more about the grading policy 
and rubrics in the Grading & Rubrics section of this syllabus. 

There will be readings, additional resources, and lesson plans within your Canvas course. Your 
assignments will reference these things if you need additional information and context to guide you.  

Please note: there may be updates to our course as the semester progresses. You will be 
updated on these changes via Canvas messaging and announcements. Please check in to the Canvas 
page regularly to look for updates and work on your assignments.  

https://www.usnews.com/education/articles/emailing-your-college-professor-dos-and-donts


 

Due T1 
October 9th 

Due T2 
December 11th 

●​ MA Research Proposal Infographic 
●​ MA Annotated Bibliograph 
●​ PR Student-Teacher Conference 
●​ PR Writing Center Appointment  

●​ MA Final Research Essay 
●​ PR Student-Teacher Conference 
●​ PR Writing Center Appointment 
●​ All DB assignments  

 
 

Grading: 
In this course, we will be using point-system rubrics. If you complete what is asked on a rubric, 

you will gain your full points. Each assignment in your MA and DB categories will have their own 
individual rubrics. To gain points for your PR assignments, you just need to show up.  

This course is made up of 150 points. The total score for Major Assignments is 60, Discussion 
Boards is 40, and Peer Review is 40.  

The extra 10 points you need to get a 100% in this course will have to be fulfilled by extra 
credit. You can do that by either going to an additional Writing Center appointment, creating an 
additional post on a discussion board, or completing the end-of-semester extra credit opportunity (more to 
come of that in T2). 

Didn’t do too hot on one of your major 
assignments? No worries, there will be an 
opportunity for revision. You are allowed to make 
any revisions on a Major Assignment by emailing 
me an updated version of your assignment up to 
one week after the initial grade has been posted.  

To the right is the grading scale I will use 
to determine final grades for this course. 

 
Use of AI will result in an 

automatic failure on your 
assignments.  

 
UNIVERSITY NOTE: In order to fulfill the 
University's Core Curriculum requirement in 
Writing Program courses, students must earn a 
minimum grade of C- to pass. Writing Program 
courses may be repeated as many times as 
necessary to meet the requirement but: 

• The first and all other grades will show up on the transcript. 
• All grades except the first will be used to compute the GPA. 



• A grade of W will not replace a previous grade. 
• Course credit hours apply only once to graduation requirements. 

 
​  

Assignments: 
Major Assignments (MA): 
​ You will have 3 total Major Assignments you will need to complete for this course. These are the 
highest scoring assignments. You will need to have a passing grade on all three of these assignments to be 
able to pass the course. 

A Research Proposal Info Graphic  
​ Due T1 
​ Worth 20 points 
An Annotated Bibliography 
​ Due T1 
​ Worth 20 points 
A Final Research Paper 
​ Due T2 
​ Worth 20 points 
You will have the opportunity for one revision on each of these assignments. Learn more in the 

Revisions section of this syllabus.  

 
Discussion Boards (DB): 
​ You will have 8 total Discussion Boards you will need to participate in. There are 3 different 
types of DB posts that you will have throughout the semester: Analyze, Generate, or Discussion. I will 
indicate the type of DB on your Canvas assignment. All DB assignments will be worth 5 points each. 
There is no partial credit. You will need to complete all instructions on the DB assignment to gain these 5 
points. All DB assignments will be due by T2. The baseline rubric for the DB posts are below. Further 
instructions will be given on the assignment.  

Analyze 
​ 3 posts 
​ Each worth 5 points (15 total) 
​ Will ask you to analyze rhetoric, composition, and research. These will be text-heavy. 
Please read through the text carefully and make notes if necessary. After the reading, there will be 
questions you will need to answer that analyze the text given. Your response should be at least 
250 words and analyze the prompt to your best ability. There is no right or wrong answer to the 
prompts. The Analyze DB posts are made to allow you to critically think about a text and its 
meaning. 
Generate  
​ 3 posts 

Each worth 5 points (15 total) 



​ ​ Will ask you to generate ideas, thoughts, and blueprints for your final research paper. 
These prompts are going to be specific to your research. The format may be through discussion board, 
quiz, or file upload. You will need to answer and follow all instructions on the prompt to gain your 5 
points.  

Discussion 
​ 2 posts 
​ Each worth 5 points (10 total) 
​ Will ask you to respond to the prompt and then respond to one other student’s response. 

The Discussion DB is a two-step assignment: first, you will respond to the prompt with no less than 150 
words. Then, you will need to respond to another response with no less than 150 words. These responses 
should be an addition to the point your classmate is making. Meaning, “Wow, Professor, I really like what 
you said. It has got me thinking. I never thought about it that way. Thanks for sharing!”, is not an 
appropriate, thoughtful response. You will need to both create a post and a response to gain your 5 points.   

 
Peer Review (PR): 
​ You will have 4 total Peer Review assignments. There are 2 different types of PR: student-teacher 
conferences and Writing Center appointments. All PR assignments will be worth 10 points each. 
​ Student-Teacher Conferences 
​ ​ 2 total  
​ ​ Each worth 10 points (20 total) 
​ ​ These conferences are meant as check-ins. You will schedule two 30-minute appointments 
with me: one during T1 and another during T2. Schedule a time to meet with me on Calendly. Simply 
attending this meeting will grant you your points. I recommend scheduling the check-in when you have 
questions, need guidance, or a review. Come to the appointment with questions on your current 
assignment, future assignments, grading, career-readiness, or class concerns. Some ideal times to 
schedule a conference would be when you are planning your research topic, seeking help on revisions, or 
guidance on next-steps on your assignment. But you are free to schedule these when it works for you. 
​ The Writing Center Appointments 
​ ​ 2 total 
​ ​ Each worth 10 points (20 total) 
​ ​ The Writing Center is a great resource for you to get familiar with. As an online course, 
we do not have the opportunity to meet one another for peer review. Utilizing the Writing Center is a great 
solution to this. Like the student-teacher conferences, you will need to do this twice: once during T1 and 
another during T2. The Writing Center offers online and on-campus meeting options. You are welcome to 
choose whichever you want. Like the student-teacher conferences, you will need to come prepared. The 
best time to schedule a Writing Center appointment is when you are working on one of your MA 
assignments. They have options to help you brainstorm, draft, or review your work. They even have an 
option of being an accountability buddy, allowing you to work on your assignment while they are 
available for you if any questions arise. To gain points for this, you will need to attend the 2 sessions and 
have your Writing Center tutor send an attendance confirmation email to me. Instructions on how to 
create an appointment and send the confirmation email are outlined in the guide below. 
​ There is a guide on how to apply to a Writing Center appointment within the Canvas page.  
 



Revisions: 
​ There is an opportunity for revisions in this course. Revisions can be done only for your Major 
Assignments. Revisions are due one week after the initial grade has been posted. If you should score a 
lower score on your revision (highly unlikely), you will still be granted the highest score from your 
previous submission. To submit a revision, you will need to email me your document with the subject line 
“ [Last name] [Name of assignment] Revision”. Once I have graded your revision, you will get feedback 
both via email and on Canvas and a revised score will be posted. 

You do not need to partake in the opportunity of revisions, but I highly suggest it.  
 

Late Policy: 
​ Assignments submitted after the deadline (of either T1 or T2) will be given half-credit, unless an 
agreement has been agreed upon with the professor. 
 

 

Suggested schedule can be found on Canvas 
Syllabus and schedule may change throughout the year 


