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Course Information
Course Description
An introduction to the nature and interpretation of literary works and to reading and writing critically about literature. Credit does not apply to English majors.

Prerequisites
None

Course Objectives
•	identify the various elements and components of a literary text.
•	identify the importance of contextual materials in determining the meaning of the primary text.
•	recognize that the meaning of a text can shift when its details are analyzed in different ways or when it is read against various historical, authorial, generic, and
theoretical contexts.
•	use their close reading and analytical skills to write persuasive interpretations of literature and relate their own ideas about the text to others' interpretations.
•	apply various contextual and theoretical materials when constructing their own interpretation of a primary text.
•	explain in an essay exam the basic concepts and tools of literary interpretation.

Course Modality/Structure
Face-to-face, three times per week; Class is primarily a seminar in which active participation in discussion is expected; readings are usually assigned for each class session; assignments will be due by dates listed on Canvas.
Course Materials
Required Textbooks:
[bookmark: _Hlk217410756]Tony Barnstone and Michelle Mitchell-Foust (Editors), Monster Verse, Everyman's Library,
9780375712401
Richard Matheson, I am Legend, Tor, 9780765357151
Matt Ruff, Lovecraft Country, Harper Perennial, 9780062292070
Nnedi Okorafor, Binti, Tor, 9780765385253
Jeremy Dyson and Andy Nyman, Ghost Stories, Nick Hern, 9781848428263
For more information about obtaining required course materials, see Ball State First Day.

[bookmark: _Hlk206407953]Supplemental materials available on Canvas Reading List and Bracken Library Reserve.
Course Assignments and Assessments
Course Assignments
Class Participation (5 pts each; 200 total): Post a conversation starter and takeaway for
each assigned session. You must be present to earn points. 
Five Graded Analyses (25 pts each; 125 total): Post an analytical response on Canvas
by the date assigned.
Final Exam (100 pts): Essay exam
Two Essays (200 pts each; 400 total)
Essay Proposals (10 pts and 15 points; 25 total)
Essay Drafts (25 pts each; 50 total)
Theory Activity (100 pts): Design a monster using theories learned in class

Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track.

Course Grading Scale	 

	Letter Grade
	Point Range

	A
	930-1000

	 A-
	900-929

	  B+
	870-899

	B
	830-869

	 B-
	800-829

	  C+
	770-799

	C
	730-769

	 C-
	700-729

	  D+
	670-699

	D
	630-669

	 D-
	600-629

	F
	0-599


Required University Statements and Policy
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Attendance
[bookmark: _Hlk218450122]Students are expected to attend all of their classes. Daily participation grades are given (see Course Assignments). You must attend class to receive these points. Additional class sessions over the allotted number of participation points may be missed at no penalty; for MWF classes, there are four days that may be missed, and for TR classes, there are three. If you attend any of these additional sessions and complete the participation assignment, you will receive extra credit. If you miss more than three weeks of class, you risk failure of the course.
If you must miss a class session, be sure to turn in assignments (other than participation) on time. I also recommend finding out what was missed either from me or a classmate. In some cases, such as an excused absence or extended absence with extenuating circumstances, it is possible to make up participation points; please contact me (before missing class, if at all possible) to make arrangements. In these cases, I may require documentation. For more information on the university’s absence policies and a list of circumstances in which absences count as excused, see: University policies regarding student absences.
While you are expected to attend class in person, there may be extenuating circumstances, such as illness, in which you are unable to attend a class session in person. Under these circumstances, it is usually possible to attend by Zoom; if you need to do so, contact me before missing class. This class is designated as face-to-face, so Zoom attendance is not a regular option.
Being late to class on a regular basis may lower your grade. If class is canceled for any reason, check Canvas for messages from me. There will be an alternate assignment for the day so you don’t miss participation points. If I need to cancel class due to an emergency, I will try to leave a note on the classroom door for you. If there is no note, wait 15 minutes before you go.
Subject to Change Statement
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.
