COURSE NAME | COURSE PREFIX & NUMBER: 
Pop Performance Lab – MUSC 414
Instructor Name: Dr. Ryan Hourigan
Instructor Contact Information:  
Office: MU 409 B
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursday 11am to 12pm
OR via appointment 
Email: rmhourigan@bsu.edu
Class Meeting Times & Location:
Wednesdays 4-8pm
Location: MU009
COURSE INFORMATION 
Course Description
Pop Performance Lab is a small-ensemble laboratory course in contemporary popular music. Students are placed into bands and are responsible for selecting, arranging, rehearsing, and publicly performing repertoire drawn from popular styles. The course is built around how working bands actually operate: the group sets its own rehearsal schedule, runs its own rehearsals, solves its own musical problems, documents its progress, and takes the results to a stage. Class meetings and check-ins support that work rather than replace it.
Course Objectives
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
1. Prepare individual parts independently and arrive at rehearsal ready to play them, without using rehearsal time for personal woodshedding.
2. Plan and lead a minimum of two productive band rehearsals per week, including setting an agenda, managing time, and closing with clear goals for the next rehearsal.
3. Diagnose ensemble problems by name — time, feel, form, balance, intonation, dynamics, transitions, arrangement, vocal blend — and identify which member or section each problem belongs to.
4. Propose and apply specific rehearsal strategies to fix an identified problem, then evaluate whether the fix worked at the following rehearsal.
5. Document each rehearsal in writing, describing what was rehearsed, what was strongest, what was weakest, and what will be addressed next.
6. Perform a prepared set in a minimum of two public concerts, demonstrating accurate execution, ensemble cohesion, and audience-facing stage presence.
7. Demonstrate professional working habits: punctuality, communication, reliability, gear readiness, and respectful conduct toward bandmates and venue staff.
Course Modality / Structure
This is an in-person laboratory course with a scheduled online option for some check-ins. Most of the work happens outside the scheduled class blocks, in rehearsals your band schedules itself.
· Band rehearsals (required, every week). You and your assigned group schedule and run at least two rehearsals per week at times that work for you. These are the core of the course.
· Called class meetings. Wednesdays 4-8pm.are held for the class. I will post a Canvas Announcement telling you whether we meet in a given week, which block we are using, and whether it is in person or on Zoom. Expect that announcement no later than the Monday of that week. One additional rehearsal time arranged by your group.
· Check-ins. Some weeks I will meet with individual bands rather than the whole class, in person or on Zoom. These are short: play me what you have, tell me what is not working.
· Written work. One rehearsal breakdown per week, submitted through Canvas (or by email if Canvas is down), due Sunday at 11:59 p.m. Eastern. I only need one per band, but I expected every band member to contribute. Take time at the end of your rehearsal to collectively do this.
· Concerts. Two public performances across the semester. See Section 5.
Band Placement and Multiple Groups
· During Week 1 you will complete a Google Form survey covering your instrument, styles, experience, gear, and availability. You should have already received this link via your bsu email.
· Group assignments are made from that survey and posted on Canvas at the start of Week 2. You are required to meet with your assigned group every week.
· You are not limited to one group. If you want to be in more than one band — and it is workable for scheduling and instrumentation — talk to me and we will make it happen.
· If you are in more than one group, all course requirements still apply, but you are graded once. You will not be double-graded, concerts will still incur required attendance if you're performing. Additional groups are an opportunity, not a penalty.

This course is a major performance ensemble. In this course, students will perform popular
music genres including pop, rock, R&B, country, and jazz in small combos of approximately 3-
8 people. 

This semester, each group will be required to:
· Each group will be required to write and perform at least one original song at one of the performances.
· Each group will be required to record in the MMP studios for an MMP236 project – worth 10% of the final grade. 
· Visual background to be displayed behind the stage at the midterm concert at Pruis Hall
(these will be lumped into the Assignments portion of your grade)

This semester, each group will be encouraged to:
· Each group will be encouraged to book at least one gig on their own outside of the allotted midterm and final concerts. This can be a joint gig with other groups in the class.
· Create an Instagram page for the band (and potentially other additional social media pages). We will have an emphasis on marketing your band.



				

Concert 1 — Wednesday, October 21, 2026, Pruis Hall (required for all students).
Concert 2 — Wednesday, December 2, 2026, Pruis Hall. Required for students who do not secure an off-campus performance; optional for students.

Prerequisites: proficiency test at instructor’s discretion

Course Goals / Learning Outcomes: At the end of MUSC340, students will have an improved
performance ability with popular music genres. Students will learn how to perform in a group and how
to market their group’s music and concerts. Students will also gain experience writing original music
with a group of musicians and performing those original songs for an audience.

Course Modality / Structure: The course will have two concerts, a midterm and a final. The classes will
be time to rehearse and prepare for these two concerts in small combos. There will be occasional
master classes where multiple combos will meet and the students will perform for each other. Also,
combos will be expected to have at least one weekly rehearsal outside of class time (one key per
group will be provided to access the rehearsal space).

Course Time Commitment: It is expected that students will spend approximately 2 hours of study time
outside of class for every one hour in class.
COURSE MATERIALS 
There is no required textbook for this course and no textbook purchase is required.
· Your instrument, in working order, plus the accessories your instrument requires (strings, sticks, reeds, picks, cables, tuner, spare batteries, in-ear or headphone monitoring if you use it).
· An amplifier or backline appropriate to your instrument, or a plan for accessing one.
· A recording device. A phone is completely fine. You should be recording rehearsals — it is the fastest way to hear what your breakdown needs to say.
· Charts, lead sheets, or lyric sheets for your band's repertoire. These may be provided, purchased, or transcribed by the band.
· Reliable access to Canvas and your official Ball State email account.
· Rehearsal space. School of Music rehearsal and practice room reservation information will be posted on Canvas. Off-campus rehearsal space is acceptable if the whole band agrees to it and can get there safely.

Recommended Texts: 
The Ultimate Pop Rock Fake Book – Hal Leonard



COURSE STATEMENTS AND POLICIES 
Participation Policy 
· This course is designed with weekly activities, discussion, and other forms of regular collaboration and communication. 
· It is recommended that you log into your course 3 to 4 times a week and check your official Ball State email account daily to view announcements and prepare for class. 
· Complete all assignments, quizzes, tests, and any other activities by the stated due dates. 

To receive a passing grade for MUSC 414 Pop Performance Lab, students will be required to participate in an on-campus or off-campus performance at a venue selected by the instructor.  By enrolling in the course and electing to stay enrolled in the course, students: (i) acknowledge and agree that participation in the on-campus or off-campus performance is required to receive a passing grade and course credit; (ii) acknowledge that off-campus settings present inherent risks that differ from those encountered on campus; and (iii) agree to exercise reasonable care for their own safety and to comply with all University policies, site-specific rules, and applicable laws.
Attendance Policy 
· Students are expected to attend all class sessions during your group’s allotted meeting time and the scheduled group meeting time outside of the standard class meeting times. Four absences will result in a 10% reduction of final grade percentage. Students with more than five absences will receive an F for the course. Two tardy entrances will be considered an absence. THIS GOES FOR ONLINE ATTENDANCE AS WELL. Absence during an in-class exam will only be tolerated under extreme circumstances and will require medical documentation. In this rare case the exam must be completed before the next class meeting time. All excuses for absences, whether medical or otherwise ARE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE INSTRUCTOR. Please review the University Attendance Policies here: https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendancepolicies 
Course Assignments
Grades in this course come from three things: your rehearsals, your written rehearsal breakdowns, and your concerts. That is deliberate. If you rehearse, write honestly about it, and perform, you will do well.
1. Weekly Band Rehearsals
· A minimum of two rehearsals per week with your assigned band, scheduled by the band.
· Rehearsals are expected to be substantive working sessions, not hangs. Come with your parts learned.
· Rehearsal attendance is documented through your weekly breakdown and confirmed against your bandmates' submissions.
2. Weekly Rehearsal Breakdown
One written breakdown per week, submitted through Canvas (or by email), due Sunday at 11:59 p.m. Eastern. Each breakdown must address all four of the following:
· What was rehearsed — tunes, sections, and roughly how time was spent.
· What was strongest — and specifically why it worked.
· What was weakest — and specifically what went wrong. Be honest. Nobody has ever lost points here for admitting a section fell apart.
· What will be addressed next time — a concrete plan, not “we'll run it again.”
There is no length requirement. A specific, useful breakdown is usually a few short paragraphs or bullet points. Write it in your own voice; write it as a musician talking to another musician.
3. Concert Requirement
Two public performances are required to pass this course (see above)
Concert Requirement
Two public performances are required to pass this course.
· Concert 1 — on campus (required). Wednesday, October 21, 2026, Pruis Hall. This is our tribute to Jimi Hendrix and The Who, performed as a benefit to raise money for the historical marker. Every student in the course performs on this date.
· Concert 2 — on campus or off campus. Wednesday, December 2, 2026, Pruis Hall. The December 2 date at Pruis Hall is required for students who do not secure an off-campus performance, and optional for students who do. Either way, Concert 2 must be completed and documented by Friday, December 11, at 11:59 p.m. Eastern. This performance serves as the course's end-of-term assessment (see Section 9).
· I will provide performance opportunities for both requirements, and I will post them on Canvas as they are confirmed. You are not on your own here.
· You are also strongly encouraged to find your own opportunities — open mics, showcases, campus events, private events, house shows, venue bookings, festivals, church and community gigs. Booking your own show is part of the job. Clear any self-found opportunity with me first so I can confirm it counts.
· Concert documentation is submitted on Canvas and includes the date, venue, set list, and either audio/video of the performance or a program, poster, or venue confirmation.
· 
Missing a required concert results in a failing grade for the course. The only exception is a serious emergency involving you or an immediate family member, documented and communicated to me as soon as you are able. In that case we will find you a replacement performance opportunity.
Assignment details, including instructions, due dates, grading criteria and rubrics, will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track.







Course Grading Scale
Your grade is weighted as follows.
	Component
	Weight
	Notes

	Rehearsals and Rehearsal Breakdowns
	30%
	13 weekly submissions, weighted equally. Documents both that you rehearsed and how well you are hearing your band.

	Concert 1 — on campus (required)
	35%
	Performance plus submitted documentation.

	Concert 2 — on or off campus (required)
	35%
	Performance plus submitted documentation. Serves as the end-of-term assessment.

	Total
	100%
	


Because the concerts carry the majority of the grade and are also a pass/fail requirement, a student who performs both concerts and keeps up with weekly breakdowns is in good shape. A student who skips a concert does not pass, regardless of the point total.
Table 1: Course Grading Scale
	Letter Grade
	Range
	Letter Grade
	Range

	A
	100% – 94%
	C
	<77% – 74%

	A-
	<94% – 90%
	C-
	<74% – 70%

	B+
	<90% – 87%
	D+
	<70% – 67%

	B
	<87% – 84%
	D
	<67% – 64%

	B-
	<84% – 80%
	D-
	<64% – 61%

	C+
	<80% – 77%
	F
	<61% – 0%



6. Required Statements and Policy
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.
Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Attendance Policy
Attendance in this course means three separate things, and all three are tracked.
· Called class meetings and check-ins. When I announce that we are meeting — Wednesday 2:00–4:00 p.m. or Thursday 6:00–8:00 p.m., in person or on Zoom — attendance is required and I take attendance. For Zoom check-ins, logging in is not by itself attendance; you are expected to be present and participating.
· Band rehearsals. You are required to attend a minimum of two rehearsals per week with your assigned group. Attendance is documented through the weekly breakdowns, which are cross-checked against your bandmates' submissions. Missed rehearsals reduce the rehearsal and breakdown portion of your grade.
· Concerts. Both required concerts must be performed. See Section 5 for the consequence of a missed concert.
Excused absences
Consistent with University policy, absences are excused for the following reasons: funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, late course addition, military absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, participation by student-athletes in University- or department-approved activities, and university advisories.
Other circumstances — illness, car trouble, a job or audition conflict, a family situation — are excused at my discretion. I am a working musician and I understand that life and gigs collide. Where possible, and with reasonable documentation, I will support you.
Notification
· Notify me and your bandmates as soon as you know you will miss something, or as soon as you reasonably can after the fact. Your band is depending on you; a missed rehearsal costs four or five other people their week.
· I may request documentation, with confidential information redacted where appropriate.
· A missed band rehearsal that is excused should be rescheduled by the band that same week where possible. Note the change in your breakdown.
· Attendance verification and midterm progress reports are submitted through EAB Navigate as required by the University.
7. Additional Statements, Policies, and Information
Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University's Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State's Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State's Beneficence Pledge.
Title IX / Sex Discrimination
Ball State University is committed to maintaining an educational environment free from sex discrimination, including sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, dating and domestic violence, and stalking. Students who experience or witness conduct that may violate University policy are encouraged to seek support and assistance. The Title IX Office can provide information about reporting options, supportive measures, and available resources. Contact the Title IX Office at 765-285-1545 or titleix@bsu.edu.
Please Note: As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter. If you disclose information to me about conduct that may constitute sex discrimination or sexual misconduct, I am required to notify the Title IX Coordinator. The Title IX Office will reach out to discuss available resources, supportive measures, and reporting options. If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, you may contact the Counseling Center or the Center for Survivor Support.
Pregnancy and Related Conditions
Ball State University provides reasonable modifications for students affected by pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions. Students seeking academic, housing, or other modifications are encouraged to contact the Title IX Office as early as possible to discuss available options and support. For assistance, contact the Title IX Office at 765-285-1545 or titleix@bsu.edu.
University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.
Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA's academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU's academic integrity expectations and students' rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.
In this course specifically, academic dishonesty includes submitting a rehearsal breakdown for a rehearsal that did not happen, reporting attendance for a bandmate who was not there, submitting concert documentation for a performance you did not play, and presenting another person's or a generative AI system's writing as your own reflection.
Generative AI (GenAI) Statement — Conditional Use
At Ball State, we use GenAI to elevate human potential, not replace it. To succeed in an AI-infused world, students must balance technical skills with durable skills, lifelong abilities such as critical thinking, ethical judgment, communication, accountability, and responsible decision-making that define a Ball State graduate. Developing these durable skills requires you as students to think carefully about:
· when AI should and should not be used;
· how to use AI responsibly;
· how to verify AI-generated information; and
· how to remain accountable for final work.
You may use GenAI tools for some work submitted in this course. Specifically, in this course:
· Permitted: using GenAI for note-taking, transcription of your own rehearsal notes, and cleaning up or tightening the writing in your rehearsal breakdown, if you want to. The musical observations must be yours; the polish can be assisted.
· Not permitted: using GenAI to create music — composition, arrangement, generated audio, generated instrumental or vocal parts, stem separation passed off as your own playing — or to create visual materials such as posters, album art, or promotional images submitted for this course.
The reason is simple. This course exists to develop your ears, your hands, and your judgment as a performing musician. A machine cannot rehearse for you, and a generated part teaches you nothing about playing with other people.
Any use outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State University's Student Academic Ethics Policy. When in doubt, please ask me before using GenAI. You, the student, are always responsible for the content you submit, publish, share, or act upon, regardless of whether GenAI tools assisted in the process. For data security reasons, please use BSU-approved GenAI tools (e.g., BSU Gemini, NotebookLM), which support single sign-on (SSO) with BSU ID and password. Commonly used public GenAI tools carry a higher risk of data being shared externally. In contrast, when using BSU-approved GenAI tools, any data you input is protected within the BSU system. Instructors do not have access to BSU IT Center logs of AI tool usage, so student data shared through BSU-approved GenAI tools remain private.
Video Conferencing and Recording
Some check-ins in this course will be held on Zoom. Software may be used to record live class discussions and check-ins. As a student in this class, your participation in live sessions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If you have concerns, please discuss these options with me. Zoom links are posted on Canvas, not in this syllabus.
Canvas Accessibility
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).
FERPA and Privacy
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection.
Campus Resources
The Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com. Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006.
The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center to get additional feedback on your writing. The Writing Center can help you at any stage of the writing process, whether you're just getting started and need help brainstorming or when you're wrapping up a project and just want a second set of eyes. You can choose from three appointment types: getting started on a new project (Planning appointment), discussing an existing draft (Feedback appointment), or scheduling time to work, with a tutor on hand to keep you motivated (Accountability appointment). To schedule a free appointment, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online appointments are available any time they are open, or you can meet a tutor face-to-face in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays and Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings. If the weekly breakdown is the part of this course that worries you, this is the resource to use.
The Basic Needs Hub
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.
The Counseling Center
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact them at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.
8. Course Expectations and Policies
Course Participation Expectations
· This course is designed with weekly rehearsals, written reflection, and regular collaboration and communication with your band.
· Log into Canvas at least 3 to 4 times a week and check your official Ball State email account daily to view announcements — including whether we are meeting that week and in what format.
· Complete all assignments and activities by the stated due dates.
· Answer your bandmates. A band that cannot schedule cannot rehearse, and a band that cannot rehearse cannot perform.
Feedback Policy
· I will respond to messages from your official Ball State email address or Canvas Inbox within 24 hours on weekdays (Monday–Friday) and within 48 hours on weekends.
· I will read every rehearsal breakdown. I will not always comment on every one, but I am tracking your bands week to week and I will reach out when I see something worth addressing.
· I will grade weekly breakdowns no later than 5 school days after submission.
· Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in this class. I will be in office 9:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. Fridays in MU 117A. Meetings will be via appointment only.
Late Assignment Policy
· All weekly rehearsal breakdowns are due by 11:59 p.m. Eastern on Sunday of that week.
· Breakdowns submitted after the due date are subject to a deduction of 10% of the assignment grade per calendar day late, for up to three calendar days. For example: a breakdown earning 90/100 submitted one calendar day late would receive 81/100 points. After three calendar days, the breakdown is no longer accepted and is recorded as a zero.
· You have two (2) permitted late assignment for the semester: one breakdown may be submitted up to 24 hours late with no penalty, no explanation required. Use it when you need it.
· Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on time. Start early, save often, and submit before the deadline when possible. Have a backup plan, such as using a campus or local library computer, borrowing a device, or identifying another reliable internet connection. If Canvas is genuinely down, email the breakdown to me and it is on time.
· To meet the University's grade submission deadline, I cannot accept weekly breakdowns after 11:59 p.m. Eastern on Monday, December 7 (the final day of class). Concert 2 documentation is the sole exception and is due by 11:59 p.m. Eastern on Friday, December 11.
Assignment Submission Policy
· Rehearsal breakdowns are submitted through the assignment link in the weekly Canvas module. If Canvas is unavailable, email is an accepted substitute.
· Text entry directly in Canvas is fine. If you prefer to attach a file, use .doc, .docx, or .pdf, but Canvas direct is preferred.
· Concert documentation is submitted through the Canvas concert assignment and may include links to audio or video, photos of a program or poster, or a venue confirmation.
Grading Policy
· It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of your learning experience.
· In the absence of mistakes, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key decision-maker on the assignment of grades.
Engagement Expectations
To support a respectful and engaging academic community that encourages the free exchange of ideas and civil discourse, we will follow these ground rules:
· Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs.
· Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs. Focus on exploring ideas critically and constructively.
· Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others space to speak.
· Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion.
· Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others' words or work without permission.
· Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others. Keep feedback constructive.
A band is a working relationship. Criticism inside a rehearsal should be about the music, specific, and aimed at a fix. “The chorus is dragging and I think it's starting with the kick” is useful. “You're rushing everything” is not.
9. Course Schedule
To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class community, the course schedule may shift over the semester. The most current version of the schedule will always be available on Canvas. I encourage you to check Canvas regularly for updates and contact me if you have any questions.
Unless otherwise announced, the weekly focus below is a suggested emphasis for your band rehearsals, not a required agenda. Every week carries the same baseline: two rehearsals, one breakdown due Sunday at 11:59 p.m. Eastern.
	Week
	Dates
	Focus and Called Meetings
	Due Sunday 11:59 p.m.

	1
	Aug 24 – 30
	Course overview and expectations. Band placement survey. Once all students have submitted, groups will be formed. Potential in-person/Zoom meeting on Friday if possible.
	Google Form survey — Fri, Aug 28

	2
	Aug 31 – Sep 6
	Band assignments posted on Canvas. First band meeting: exchange contacts, lock a weekly rehearsal schedule, begin repertoire discussion.
	Breakdown 1

	3
	Sep 7 – 13
	Repertoire locked. Parts assigned. Charts and lyric sheets distributed within the band.
	Breakdown 2

	4
	Sep 14 – 20
	Rehearsals and breakdown submission.
	Breakdown 3

	5
	Sep 21 – 27
	Rehearsals and breakdown submission.
	Breakdown 4

	6
	Sep 28 – Oct 4
	Rehearsals and breakdown submission.
	Breakdown 5

	7
	Oct 5 – 11
	Rehearsals and breakdown submission.
	Breakdown 6

	8
	Oct 12 – 18
	Fall Break, Oct 12–13 — no classes. Rehearsals and breakdown submission.
	Breakdown 7

	9
	Oct 19 – 25
	CONCERT 1 — Wednesday, Oct 21, Pruis Hall (required for all students). Tribute to Jimi Hendrix and The Who, benefit for the historical marker. Rehearsals and breakdown submission.
	Breakdown 8

	10
	Oct 26 – Nov 1
	Rehearsals and breakdown submission.
	Breakdown 9

	11
	Nov 2 – 8
	Rehearsals and breakdown submission.
	Breakdown 10

	12
	Nov 9 – 15
	Rehearsals and breakdown submission.
	Breakdown 11

	13
	Nov 16 – 22
	First concert will hopefully be completed by this point.
	Breakdown 12
Concert 1 documentation — Sun, Nov 22

	14
	Nov 23 – 29
	Thanksgiving Break, Nov 25–29 — no classes. No required rehearsal or breakdown this week.
	—

	15
	Nov 30 – Dec 6
	CONCERT 2 — Wednesday, Dec 2, Pruis Hall. Required for students who have not secured an off-campus performance; optional for those who have. Rehearsals and breakdown submission.
	Breakdown 13

	16
	Dec 7
	Monday, Dec 7 — last day of classes.
	All weekly work closes Mon, Dec 7

	Finals
	Dec 8 – 11
	Final Examination Period. There is no seated final exam in this course. Concert 2 (on or off campus) is the end-of-term assessment. Location and time vary by venue and are confirmed on Canvas.
	Concert 2 documentation — Fri, Dec 11, 11:59 p.m.



Key dates at a glance: Classes begin Monday, August 24 · Fall Break October 12–13 · Concert 1 (required) Wednesday, October 21, Pruis Hall · Thanksgiving Break November 25–29 · Concert 2 Wednesday, December 2, Pruis Hall · Last day of classes Monday, December 7 · Final Examination Period December 8–11 · Fall Semester ends December 11.
10. Subject to Change Statement
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.
Play well, be reliable, tell me the truth in your breakdowns, and get on a stage twice. That is the whole course.










UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found at the Multicultural Center website. 
Disability Services Statement 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact Disability Services as soon as possible. The Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
Ball State Academic Ethics Policy  
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Plagiarism Policy 
Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason. 
Potential Violations 
Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to: 
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Use or possession of a file created by someone else. 
· Reusing work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Fraudulent submission of work. 
· Using unauthorized materials during Exams. 
· Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you. 
· Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you. 
· Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites. 
The Plagiarism Tutorial from UNC Libraries provides you with a great foundation in Academic Integrity. 
Plagiarism Detection 
The campus subscribes to SimCheck, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to SimCheck. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.  
CANVAS AND STUDENT PRIVACY 
Canvas Accessibility 
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. 
 
Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT). 
FERPA and Privacy 
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection. 
Video Conferencing Recording 
In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If you have concerns, please discuss these options with me. 
ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES 
The Writing Center 
 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days a week; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 

The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. All students are required to wear masks in the Learning Center. To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “TutorTrac” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://ballstate.go-redrock.com. 
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.   
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 
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