MDIA 332_2: Audio and Video Fundamentals
Fall 2026

Course Description

MDIA 332 creates foundational skills in both audio and video pre-production, production, and
post-production. Students will learn the fundamentals of storytelling, project development, and
aesthetics. Projects will emphasize both theory and technical skills in a collaborative setting.

Student Learning Outcomes

1. Professionalism/Work Ethic. Demonstrate the ability to create and edit visual and auditory
content at a professional level, using professional-grade equipment and editing software as
part of a team.

2. Digital Technology. Correctly utilize professional equipment and existing location elements
to design appropriate lighting schemes, camera angles, and sound design that enhance the
intended psychological impact of the story.

3. Oral/Written Communications, Leadership. Plan and execute pre-production, production,
and post-production techniques designed to create compelling stories.

4. Critical Thinking/Problem Solving. Exercise critical thinking skills in order to solve technical,
creative, logistical, and interpersonal problems as they arise throughout the production
process.

Required Materials

e For use in 332: External Hard Drive - Recommend at least 500GB of storage capacity, spin at
7200 RPM or SSD, USB 3.0, USB-C, or Thunderbolt 3. Recommended:
o HDD: G-Drive, LaCie
o SSD: G-Drive, LaCie, Samsung, Sandisk
e Headphones

Recommended Materials

e Heat-resistant Gloves (Mechanix or other automotive gloves should do)
e 2” Black Gaffer Tape (NOT duct tape)

e 20" x 24” sheet Lee 410 or Roscolux 112 Diffusion

e 12 wooden clothespins

Attendance Policy




You can miss three (3) classes without any repercussions. Any missed day(s) of attendance
beyond three (3) classes will deduct 50 points for each day absent from your final grade. If
you are late to class, this counts as 2 of an absence. You will not be able to gain these missed
points back. Miss 10 classes and you automatically fail the course. In short, attending class is
highly encouraged.

Absences for university activities

The University expects its departments and programs that take students away from class
meetings to schedule such events in a way that will minimize hindrance of orderly completion
of course requirements. Such units must provide a written statement to the students describing
the activity and stating as precisely as possible the dates of the required absence. The
students involved must deliver this documentation to the instructor, preferably before the
absence but no event later than one week after the absence.

Late Work Policy
Any work submitted past its deadline will have its overall grade reduced by 10% PER DAY itis
late, down to 50% of its value. Your work will always be worth turning in for credit.

Assignment Responsibilities

All video footage shot for assignments in MDIA 332 must completely consist of original footage
shot this semester. Assignments CANNOT utilize archive footage or footage attributed to or
shot by someone else. Exceptions can only be made with advanced notice and permission.

Since students MUST act as Camera Operator on their assignments, they cannot appear
on camera.

Grading Policy

A 94 —100% A- 90-93% B+ 87-89%
B 84 — 86% B- 80-83% C+ 77-79%
C 74 -76% C-70-73% D+ 67-69%
D 64 — 66% D- 60-63% F 0 — 59%

Suggested Assignments

Audio Commercial

Short-form Documentary Project

Music Mix

Short-form Fiction Project

Productions that focus on only one skill — audio or video.
Productions that focus on video and audio combined.
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Suggested Topics

Production Process

Production Roles

Storytelling and Story Structure

Visual and Aural Storytelling

Field Audio Collection, Recorders & Microphones
Camera Technology

Letterman/Clone Training (audio recording spaces)
Studio D/E Training (video recording spaces)
Lighting, 3-point lighting

Audio Editing and Mixing

Post Production Editing

Color Grading/Correction

Delivery/Distribution

Industry and Careers

Statement for Students with Disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me
as soon as possible. The Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with
disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any
accommodation can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or
dsd@bsu.edu.

Diversity Statement

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff,
and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are
welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State
and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed
in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found here.

Academic Honesty & Integrity

Students of the university must conduct themselves in accordance with the highest standards
of academic honesty and integrity. Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated and
will be treated in accordance with the “Student Academic Ethics Policy.” Plagiarism and
violations of copyright policies are a form of academic dishonesty and are treated as an ethics
violation. If you have questions or concerns about what constitutes plagiarism or theft of
intellectual property, please speak with me.


https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center

Extenuating Circumstances

Any extenuating circumstances that require an exemption in the attendance or late work
policies MUST be communicated to the instructor PRIOR to the exemption. That is: flexibility in
the attendance policy requires communicating about the absence(s) prior to the missed
classes. An exemption to the late work policy must be discussed with the instructor prior to the
assignment’s original due date.

Inclement weather/university closing

If inclement weather forces the closing of the university, that information will be made available
on the Ball State website. If the university closes because of weather and this class is
cancelled, information on the rescheduling of any assignments, exams, presentations, etc. will
be made available on the class Canvas site as soon as possible, or will be sent to you via
email, or will be announced at the next regularly scheduled class period. Any makeup of a
class day cancelled because of weather will be determined by the university administration and
will be announced in class or via email.

University Media Services Checkout

All students given permission to checkout equipment/gear through University Media Services
must follow the policies of University Media Services Equipment Checkout.

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/university-media-
services/mediaservices/equipmentcheckout

University Lab Software Notice

University labs are updated to the current version of the software at the beginning of each
academic year and will remain at that version throughout the academic year. This is done to
keep all computers across campus the same so students can move from lab to lab and
continue their work. To maintain your ability to work on projects continually between your own
computer and a lab computer, your version of the software must be the same as that in the
labs. Do not update to a new version or you will be unable to move seamlessly between
personal and university-owned computers.

Artificial intelligence tools

As you work on and submit assignments this semester, know that using generative Al tools to
complete your assignments is a violation of Ball State’s Academic Ethics Policy unless the Al
use is explicitly approved by the faculty member. In general, students may not submit any work
generated by an Al program as their own. Doing so is plagiarism. In courses and assignments
where Al use is permitted, faculty will have guidelines for that use. Work created outside of
those guidelines will be considered an Academic Ethics Policy violation. If a student’s grade is
affected by an academic ethics violation, faculty are required to report the violation to the



https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/university-media-services/mediaservices/equipmentcheckout
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/university-media-services/mediaservices/equipmentcheckout
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/vice-provost/files/student-services/academic-integrity/student-academic-ethics-report-form.pdf?sc_lang=en&hash=5F3B3AF7E3749040220E4360C5568BA3560AF848

Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs who oversees the Student Academic Ethics
policy and maintains records of its violations. More information about the reporting process is
available here.

Copyright statement

All materials for this class have been created for the private, non-commercial use of students
enrolled in this class through Ball State University in the current semester. Any material
provided to students, including, but not limited to, syllabus, lectures, class notes, PowerPoint
presentations, assignments, information, quizzes, exams, or class news, is the property of the
course instructor and/or Ball State University and may not be reproduced, distributed, or
publicly posted without written permission of the instructor. Selling or distributing course
materials may violate the Code of Student Conduct and/or the Information Technology Users’
Privileges and Responsibilities policy. Violations will be reported to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director
of Student Rights and Community Standards.

Addendum for discussion forums

Any discussion forum content shared among students for use in the course remains the
property of the individual student and will not be copied, distributed, or used in any manner
without written permission of the instructor and the student.

Student course evaluations

Evaluations will be completed sometime during the final week of the semester. Once the date
is announced, please bring your laptop to class to ensure completion.

Student rights links
Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities

HELPFUL RESOURCES:

The learning center

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball
State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350)
appointments.

To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools
section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have
received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered
in the Learning Center.


https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://ballstate.navexone.com/content/dotNet/documents/?docid=2732&public=true
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsu.navigate.eab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccmills%40bsu.edu%7Cf76d9352c14f42abf4ee08da382a4b45%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637884051551163037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2FQWGD5e5nj2EjJVe%2B9I7WLVIm08mw2L0Fp5nP9ePdE%3D&reserved=0

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an Sl leader for your
course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding
weekly study sessions.

For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-
285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.

The Writing Center

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are
encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get
additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go
to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available seven days
a week; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!



https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter
http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter

	Course Description
	Student Learning Outcomes
	The Writing Center
	All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to...


