[bookmark: _GoBack]SOC 100: Exploring Society
Department of Anthropology and Sociology
College of Sciences and Humanities, Ball State University

Course Syllabus

Instructor: Leilani Mascio
Pronouns: She/Her
Office: BC 220/BB321A
Phone: 765-285-5910
Email: lmascio@bsu.edu
Semester: Spring 2026
Class meeting days: MWF
Class meeting time: 12:00-12:50pm
Class meeting room: Location noted in Canvas
Office hours: After class or by appointment


Welcome!
This semester, we will build a thriving community within the classroom. I will treat each of you with respect and dignity, and I expect that you will do the same for your classmates and me. We all bring something to share.
We all have different backgrounds, values, attitudes, and histories. I aim to be aware of our differences as well as our similarities. You are all welcome in this class regardless of race/ethnicity, age, religion, disability, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, nationality, citizenship status, political leaning, or other diverse identities you may have. 
As a thriving learning community, we will work together to create a comfortable environment. Not everyone has the same resources or opportunities, resulting in inequalities. My goal is to make each assignment and project accessible to every one of you. If circumstances have placed you at a disadvantage, which prevents your participation, please let me know how I can help.
Course Information
Description: An introduction to sociology. This course gives an understanding of theories and research on social structures, processes, concepts, and problems.
Credits: Upon successful completion of this course, you will earn three credit hours.
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.


Required Textbook and Materials:
The link to the textbook is located in our Canvas class. It is an eBook that is free.
There is a $10 reader on Amazon written by our sociology faculty that is optional.
A membership to Disney+ will be helpful.
Purpose of this course
This is a 100-level first-year course focusing on introducing students to the social science of sociology. As such, you will have opportunities to be introduced to theories and how they apply to concepts in society. 

Since this is an introductory course, we will focus on the scope instead of the depth of the topics we examine. We will be focusing on three primary theoretical lenses and how they are applied to society and the lives we live.


Transferable Skills:

	Communication
	Present opinions, ideas, and findings in an open, objective way.

	Critical Thinking
	Able to review different points of view and make objective judgments.

	Equity and Inclusion
	Awareness of identities and intercultural mindfulness. 

	Teamwork
	Able to interact successfully with a wide range of people to complete tasks.




Student Learning Objectives: This course provides an introductory overview of sociology, aiming to build an understanding of the discipline as a science. We will examine various concepts through multiple sociological lenses, focusing on the theories of function, symbolism, and conflict, with an emphasis on stratification and power dynamics.

	After successfully completing this course, you should be able to:

	Explain strategies for evaluating data validity and relevance.

	Identify, compare, and evaluate data in its many forms to reveal existing patterns of information.

	Describe or explain diverse ways of experiencing the natural or social worlds (observation, comparison, experimentation). 

	Integrate information from multiple sources to develop new knowledge and insights. 

	Communicate knowledge in written form and, where appropriate, orally, graphically, numerically, symbolically



As a High Impact Practice Course with a Culturally and Intellectually Diverse Perspectives focus, there are additional student learning outcomes:
	Students will explain (a) new or different perspective(s) as a result of learning from or with various communities or cultures.

	Students will create conclusions by combining examples, facts, or theories from more than one field of study or perspective.



Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes (from the Department of Sociology): Student learning outcomes will be assessed based on multiple-choice exams, in-class essays and activities, and written assignments.  Multiple-choice exams will contain a substantial number of application-based questions designed to measure both content knowledge and the cognitive transformations associated with UCC-21 (the exact number of application-based, multiple-choice questions will be determined by individual faculty members).  
In-class essays and activities, as well as written assignments, will ask students to use, explain, and/or apply course material in both individual and group settings.  Because several different instructors teach SOC 100 in any given semester, and each may want to assess specific UCC cognitive skills differently, below we note possible assessment methods for each learning outcome.  Individual faculty members, however, shall decide how best to teach and measure the UCC-21 cognitive transformations so long as they address them all and do so using a variety of assessment methods.  

	UCC-21 Cognitive Skills Addressed in SOC 100
	Example Assessment Methods
(This is not an exhaustive list of assessments; it is merely a list of potentials)

	Experience → Information
	

	1. Explain how to use observation and/or measurement to obtain accurate information about the natural or social worlds
	· In-class activities that involve the observation of social phenomena (via video, role-playing, instructor example, etc.) and brief written reflections by students
· Written assignments that ask students to evaluate various data collection methods (observation, survey, experiment, etc.) and the information they produce

	2. Describe or explain how context (e.g., of measurement protocols, theoretical frameworks, and study design) influences the usefulness of the information obtained
	· Written assignments that ask students to compare theoretical treatments (functionalism, conflict theory, etc.) of social issues
· In-class activities that ask students to compare research methods (observation, survey, experiment, etc.) and the information they produce
· Application-based multiple-choice test questions that ask students to compare research methods (observation, survey, experiment, etc.) and the information they produce

	3. Describe or explain diverse ways of experiencing the natural or social worlds (observation, comparison, experimentation)
	· In-class activities that involve the observation of social phenomena (via video, role-playing, instructor example, etc.) and brief written reflections by students
· Written assignments that ask students to compare the experiences of various social groups (rich v. poor, children v. adults, men v. women, etc.)
· Application-based multiple choice test questions that ask students to compare the experiences of various social groups (rich v. poor, children v. adults, men v. women, etc.)

	Information → Knowledge
	

	1. Analyze data in its many forms to reveal existing patterns of information
	· In-class activities that ask students to use tables, graphs, etc., to conclude social phenomena
· Written assignments that involve the analysis and comparison of various data sources for social phenomena
· Application-based multiple-choice test questions that ask students to analyze tabular or graphical data to arrive at the correct answer 

	2. integrate information from multiple sources to develop new knowledge and insights
	· In-class activities that ask students to use lecture, reading, and observation data (via video, role-playing, etc.) in tandem to arrive at conclusions about social phenomena
· Written assignments that ask students to use sociological perspectives to analyze current social issues (as described in websites, news articles, selections in the Soc 100 reader, etc.)

	3. compare new information to existing knowledge to identify consonance and dissonance
	· In-class activities that ask students to compare individual-level and sociological (or structural-level) explanations for social phenomena
· Application-based multiple-choice test questions that compare contrasting theoretical perspectives and the different conclusions they produce

	4. communicate knowledge in written form and, where appropriate, orally, graphically, numerically, symbolically
	· Written assignments that ask students to use sociological perspectives to analyze current social issues (as described in websites, news articles, selections in the Soc 100 reader, etc.)



Learner Support
Me! Come and talk to me. I am very open, flexible, and kind. I have a deep love of sociology, and I care about your success. If I don’t know the answer to your question, we can figure it out together. Start with me. Seriously.

My goal is for each one of you to leave my class with an appreciation for, and hopefully a love of, sociology. For this to happen, you need to be supported as a learner. I welcome your feedback and look forward to working with you over the course of the semester. 

BSU Writing Center: As a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center. They offer feedback and accountability sessions in person and online. This can be for essays, reports, reflections, research, web content, resumes, slideshows, and other digital or printed texts. Visit www.bsu.edu/writingcenter to schedule appointments. 

BSU Learning Center: If you are struggling with any of your classes, please consider visiting the Learning Center. They offer free tutoring and academic coaching for many courses. They have drop-in tutoring for math, chemistry, and physics. 
Human Support
BSU Disability Services: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record (me) as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodation can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

BSU Counseling Center: The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State now also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.  
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here. 
If you experience a life-threatening emergency, please contact the University Police at 765-285-1111, call 911, or go to the nearest emergency room.

Basic Needs: If you are experiencing financial concerns, the Office of the Dean of Students administers an emergency loan program comprised of donated funds. If you need food, Cardinal Kitchen is BSU’s campus food pantry and is located in the Student Center. If you need access to technology, Bracken Library has a program where you can borrow certain devices for up to 4 days at a time. Cardinal Closet is BSU’s one-stop shop for all professional attire needs. If you have an upcoming interview and need a professional outfit, start there. 
Course Policies
Grades and Assignments: Submit your work by the due date and the time set in Canvas. This allows time to grade it and provide feedback if needed. Turning in your work on Canvas after the due date forces me to adjust my schedule to make additional time to grade. This is inconsiderate. If you need extra time, please communicate that to me as soon as you are able. I don’t mind allowing extra time; I just need to know.

If you miss a class, please check Canvas for any assignments and review what you may have missed. 
There will be in-class assignments and participation, so if you miss a class period, you will miss the points. I always do my best to provide the resources to accommodate students who wish to make up certain assignments; however, most times this is not possible.

I will record grades and feedback in our course in Canvas. If you believe that I made a mistake in grading, please let me know as soon as possible. 
Final Grading Scale

	Letter Grade
	Total Percent for Term 

	A
	94-100%

	A-
	90-93.9%

	B+
	87-89.9%

	B
	84-86.9%

	B-
	80-83.9%

	C+
	77-79.9%

	C
	74-76.9%

	C-
	70-73.9%

	D+
	67-69.9%

	D
	64-66.9%

	D-
	60-63.9%

	F
	0-59.9%



Technology
This course requires you to have basic technology skills. 
· Use of a Windows or Mac computer, including the ability to edit word-processing documents
· Use of the BSU email system, including the ability to send email and attach files
· Internet access and the ability to download and upload assignments into Canvas
· Familiarity with Poll Everywhere for participation and attendance

If you have technology issues with your computer, Canvas, or BSU email, please contact the BSU Technology Helpdesk. 

Email: You must send emails to me through your BSU email account or Canvas. This is the only way I am able to verify your identity. Monitor your university email daily—many instructors send announcements and emails for changed due dates or other important notifications. I check my BSU email multiple times a day and try to respond as soon as possible. 

Canvas Notifications: I expect that you have set your Canvas Notifications such that you will receive a notification when any of the following occur:
· I send you a Canvas message
· I post a Canvas announcement
· I post a comment on an assignment submission

Device Use in Class: You may use computers, tablets, and other electronic devices to help you participate in class activities but silence all devices and use them respectfully around others. Many students use their devices to take notes and access the internet while in class. Others use them as a distraction during the class period. Please stay attentive in class —if devices start to hinder our learning, I will ban their use.
Class Rules and Expectations
You will:
· be present, punctual, prepared, and attentive during each class period
· be willing to participate positively and constructively in class
· listen to and respect others
· complete all assignments on time
· turn off or ignore your cell phone during class sessions
· discuss course concerns with me after class or during a scheduled meeting
· own your ideas, opinions, values, and comments
· understand and abide by the syllabus
· not be a disruption in the classroom
I will:
· be present, punctual, prepared, and enthusiastic during each class session
· be genuinely concerned with your well-being and progress
· provide a class structure to encourage student learning
· listen to and respect students’ views
· grade objectively, consistently, and timely
· ignore my cell phone during class sessions
· respond to student concerns quickly and respectfully


[bookmark: _Int_91YceG2I]Class Discussions: We all come from different backgrounds and have differing lived experiences. This means that we can learn more about others and ourselves within this course. Treat others how you expect to be treated. Be civil and calm when replying to others. I do not anticipate discussions about many extremely controversial topics, but we will be talking about societal problems that can bring up emotions and values from differing cultures and lived experiences. We must be aware of our biases and work on being aware of ethnocentrism.



Attendance policy: Regular and consistent attendance is necessary for you to do well in this course because absence results in the loss of classroom interaction for you, your peers, and me. Ball State University expects students to attend and participate in the courses for which they are registered. Attendance in my class does count for points.

I take attendance at the beginning of each class session. If I notice you are missing multiple class sessions, I will reach out to you, and I will notify your student support specialist through the system. I care about students, so if you are going to miss a class, please let me know.

You are all adults, and as such, if you decide to miss class, that is your choice. I do not accept doctor’s notes, Facebook screenshots of obituary notices, pictures of flat tires, nor do I need to know the reason why you are not in class. Just send me an email letting me know you won’t be in class. I trust that if you choose to miss out on points, active learning and participation, and a class period that you have paid for, you have a reason to do so.

[bookmark: _Int_bC0xl7J6]Diversity Statement: Ball State University aspires to attract and retain a diverse faculty, staff, and student body (that includes YOU). We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and university resources.

AI Policy: All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative AI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Etiquette Statement: 
Please remember the following in all forms of communication in this course:
· Be mindful not to use language that could be considered strong or offensive.
· Keep all writings and correspondence as professional as possible.
· Keep writing to a point and stay on topic.
· Double-check all writing to make sure that it conveys the exact intended message.


As the instructor, I can change the syllabus at any time for any reason.

