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SUST 310 – Our Warming World: Adaptation & 
Mitigation Strategies 

Fall 2025 

1. Course Basics 
Our Warming World: Adaptation and Mitigation Strategies 
[SUST 310, CRN: 33592, Fall, 2025] 
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30-10:45am Tom Collins, PhD, RA, LEED AP 
 

2. Instructor Informa4on 
Tom Collins, PhD, RA, LEED AP, Associate Professor 
Department of Architecture 
Ball State University, Muncie, IN 
tdcollins@bsu.edu 
Office LocaWon: AB 426A 
765-285-2028 
Office hours are by appointment or whenever my door is open 

3. Course Informa4on 

Course Descrip,on 
IntroducWon to the human acWviWes that contribute to a warming world. Emphasizes ways of thinking, 
tools, and strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, adapt to climate change, and become more 
resilient. 
 
Prerequisites 
None, SUST 250 recommended 
 
Course Objec,ves 
By the end of the course, the student is expected to be able to: 
• Explain the interdependent processes and cascading effects of Earth’s climate systems 
• IdenWfy the economic endeavors and technological systems that contribute to the variability of 

resource consumpWon across geographic regions 
• Assess local, regional, naWonal, and global climate miWgaWon and adaptaWon strategies 
• Use data and tools to support planning, implementaWon, and evaluaWon of such intervenWons 
 
Course Modality/Structure 
• The course will meet in-person 2 days per week (Tuesday and Thursday) 

• The course will use Canvas for all course communication. Assignments will be submitted via Canvas 
electronically (no paper in this sustainability-focused course). Announcements, assignments, 

mailto:tdcollins@bsu.edu


   
 

 2 

resources, etc. are all uploaded to Canvas. Grades will be logged in the Canvas gradebook. We will use 
the “Modules” tab in Canvas to help organize material by week. 

• Readings are due for each class (unless otherwise noted) and assignments are typically due on 
Sundays). 

• Most class sessions will include one or more of the following: a brief presentation of key concepts by 
the instructor or a video on a relevant topic that week, a group discussion/sharing of student work, 
and periodic student presentations. 

• This is a reading, writing, and discussion focused course. Refer to the schedule and the grading criteria 
below for more detail on these items. If you need assistance with writing, see the information below 
for the Ball State Writing Center. 

Course Topical Outline 
Students must be equipped with quantitative and qualitative understandings of the complexities and 
interactions of social, economic, and environmental systems (AKA the Triple Bottom Line) as drivers of 
further climate change.  This course will provide a foundation for understanding the challenges ahead 
and strategies available or being developed to enhance the resilience of our communities, institutions, 
and organizations. Threaded throughout the course topics will be issues related to technology, 
innovation, policy, human behavior, and market response. 
 
Refer to the course schedule for a detailed list of topics by week. In general, the course will begin with 
an overview of carbon and its role in global climate change including historical background, metrics, and 
measurement protocols. Next, we will spend a week or so each on specific sectors  of the economy such 
as agriculture, transportation, manufacturing, energy, buildings, etc. Then, we will discuss adaptation, 
mitigation, and resilience. The semester will conclude with a discussion of climate action planning and 
individual action. 
 
Throughout the semester, we will use the following questions to frame our course topics, discussions, 
and assignments: 
• What is the problem? 
• What evidence supports this problem? 
• What solutions already exist that we can use now? 
• What solutions do not yet exist but that we need soon? 
 

4. Course Materials 
SUST 310 will follow an interactive and hands-on format. Learning will occur through  

• Required Text: Gates, B. (2021). How to avoid a climate disaster: the solu3ons we have and the 
breakthroughs we need. Knopf. 

• Bracken Library: QC903 .G378 2021 
• Other course readings will be uploaded to Canvas for your use. Refer to the course schedule for 

readings. 

• Supplementary instrucWonal materials provided when necessary: 
• We may have guests in-person or via Zoom on various course topics 
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5. Course Assignments and Assessments 

Course Assignments 
Grades in the course will be given based on the following percentages for course components: 
 
Class Discussion Lead (DL)     5%  (20 pts) 
Wrimen Assignment 1 (WA1)  20 %   (80 pts) 
Wrimen Assignment 2 (WA2)  25 %   (100 pts) 
Discussion Response (DR)  25%   (100 pts or 10 pts ea.) 
ParWcipaWon    25 %   (100 pts) 
 
*The total number of point available in the class is 400. 
 
Assignment details, including instrucWons, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will 
be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track. 
 
Course Grading Criteria 
Wrimen Assignments (WA): There are two wrimen assignments in this class. Each assignment will be a) 
paper on a topic related to the course content at that point in the semester. Papers should be well-wrimen, 
organized using appropriate headings, spelling/grammar checked, and should include appropriate sources 
and in-text citaWons. References/sources are not included in the word limit. We will use the APA reference 
style. Papers are submimed electronically in Canvas (no paper copies to be handed-in). Submissions are 
due before class and will be accepted up to 1 week late for a 25% penalty. 

• WA1: Choose an emergent technology, system, or product or an idea that has significant potenWal to 
help solve climate change impacts. Address the current state of the technology, system, or product, 
the known barriers to development, the potenWal of successes, and any companies or organizaWons 
acWvely involved in the development. In addiWon, tell us why this technology, product, or process 
intrigues/interests you. Again, we are looking for a data-informed paper. You are encouraged to choose 
your technology, system, or product based on sufficient available informaWon on it. If limle informaWon 
is available, then choose something else. Also, try to find opinions on the technology, system, or 
product from others (experts, media, etc.) in addiWon to the opinions on it by the creators or 
developers (which are likely to be somewhat biased).  The outcome of the analysis will be a 1,500-
word (roughly 3 single-spaced page) paper Papers should be well-wrimen, organized using appropriate 
headings, spelling/grammar checked, and should include appropriate sources and in-text citaWons. We 
will use the APA reference style. Papers are submimed electronically in Canvas (no paper copies to be 
handed-in). Submissions are due before class and will be accepted up to 1 week late for a 25% penalty. 

• WA2: The paper will be a comparaWve case study analysis of two preexisWng, approved climate acWon 
plans for U.S. ciWes of your choice. The analysis will follow the topical outline for the course including 
climate condiWons, greenhouse gas inventory, known barriers to implementaWon, transportaWon, 
industry, buildings, energy, agriculture, policy, adaptaWon/miWgaWon strategies, etc. This is to be a 
criWcal analysis and not merely a report. You will assess how feasible and effecWve the components of 
the plans are based on informaWon collected and sources reviewed. Also, you will compare and 
contrast the features included in the plans to highlight commonaliWes and also differences that may 
be based on unique condiWons in those ciWes. The outcome of the analysis will be a 2,000-word 
(roughly 4 single-spaced page) paper. At the conclusion of the semester, you will share your findings 
with the class via an in-class presentaWon. Papers should be well-wrimen, organized using appropriate 
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headings, spelling/grammar checked, and should include appropriate sources and in-text citaWons. We 
will use the APA reference style. Papers are submimed electronically in Canvas (no paper copies to be 
handed-in). Submissions are due before class and will be accepted up to 1 week late for a 25% penalty. 

DR: Most weeks in class we will have a series of discussions related to a weekly topic and the course 
readings on that topic. The excepWon is that we will not have these DR assignments on weeks when you 
also submit wrimen assignments. On Fridays, you will submit via Canvas a 250-word (half-page) follow-up 
statement. The statement could be something we talked about that you looked into further or something 
that piqued your interest or something you don’t understand, or something new you learned aqer our in-
class discussions. Responses are submimed electronically in Canvas (no paper copies to be handed-in). 
Submissions will be accepted up to 1 week late for a 25% penalty. 

DL: Each student is expected to lead one class discussion during the semester. You will choose the date 
based on your interests and your other class schedules/obligaWons at the beginning of the semester. There 
are two components to this assignment: (1) you will prepare in advance by doing all the course readings 
for the day, taking sufficient notes, and then planning how you will engage the class on the topic (e.g. 
which readings or parts of readings to focus on, prompts to solicit response from the other students, etc.) 
and (2) you will lead the class discussion by using the prompts you have prepared, ensuring that all 
students parWcipate, and that the tone of the discussion is thought-provoking and engaging. The 
discussion should last the enWre class period (75 minutes) and you are encouraged to be creaWve in how 
you engage the class (e.g. acWve parWcipaWon at the white board, images or slides to provoke response, 
small group breakouts, friendly debates based on a posiWon, etc.). If you are unprepared and/or unable to 
guide the discussion, the instructor will facilitate and your grade for the assignment will be negaWvely 
impacted as a result. However, the instructor can be a part of the discussion and can be called upon to 
clarify informaWon, confusion, etc. 

ParWcipaWon: Come to the in-person class on Wme, prepared, and ready to acWvely parWcipate. Amendance 
will be taken at the beginning of class via a sign-in sheet. See me aqer class if you are late. Being late is 
bemer than not showing-up at all and you will receive parWal credit for coming. It is not acceptable to leave 
class early as this is distracWng and disrespecsul to me and to other students UNLESS we discuss it 
beforehand. Simply being in class is NOT the same thing as acWvely parWcipaWng. If you come to class, 
never ask quesWons, never offer comments, reluctantly respond when called on, etc., your parWcipaWon 
grade will suffer. To help prepare you for class, you will come to class with your notes from the assigned 
reading(s) due that day.  

Late Work 
Students are permitted to hand-in assignments up to one week late for a 25% reduction. No late work will 
be accepted after one week. The reason for this is quite simple; after one week we will have moved on to 
another set of topics and assignments and it is easy for students to get behind. The one-week late work 
policy gives you a slight grace period if you need it, but I suggest you use it sparingly if at all. 

Course Grading Scale 
Assignments will not be weighted and course lemer grades will be determined based on the scale below. 
 
 

Le#er Grade Range 
A 100% - 94% 

 A- <93% - 90% 
  B+ <90% - 87% 
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B <87% - 83% 
 B- <83% - 80% 
  C+ <80% - 77% 

C <77% - 73% 
 C- <73% - 70% 

  D+ <70% - 67% 
D <67% - 63% 

 D- <64% - 60% 
F <60% - 0% 

6. University Policies and Statements 

University Statement 
We are commimed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the 
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a 
culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptaWons or accommodaWons because of a 
disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office 
coordinates services for students with disabiliWes; documentaWon of a disability needs to be on file in 
that office before any accommodaWons can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-
5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
Freedom of Expression  
In this course, we are commimed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, 
encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we 
treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect 
and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement 
on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s 
Beneficence Pledge. 
 

AFendance 
Everytime you are absenct or tardy, you miss valuable class time, activities, discussions, etc. Simply said, 
you will not get the most out of the course if you are not present. 

Excused Absences  
To receive an excused absence for illness, you need to email me before the class you miss to let me know 
and bring in a doctor’s note the following class day. If you are attending a field trip for another course, 
you need to bring me the field trip permission form at least one week before the trip. Otherwise, the 
absence will be unexcused. If you have other unexpected difficulties or family emergencies, contact me 
to discuss before the days you need to miss to discuss. Excused absences will not result in any grade 
penalties. 

3 absences allowed 
You are allowed 3 unexcused absences from class during the semester—no questions asked. If you are 
more than 15 minutes late for class, it will be considered an unexcused absence. The attendance policy is 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
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sufficiently flexible for you to make good decisions about when and when not to come to campus to attend 
class.  

On the 4th absence 
Be advised that on the 4th unexcused absence and for every unexcused absence after that, I will reduce 
your final grade in the course (e.g. a B+ would become a B-). I will not necessarily notify you of how many 
unexcused absences you have accrued before the grade penalty takes effect. There are no exceptions to 
this attendance rule. The grade reductions will occur at the end of the semester before grades are 
submitted and not when they occur, which means that, at the end of the semester, your running Canvas 
grade average may not accurately reflect the grade you will be given at the end of the term. I have had 
students in recent semesters fail the course due to too many unexcused absences. Do not let this happen 
to you! 

Course amendance policies are consistent with University policies regarding student absences. Absences 
will be excused for the following: funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, late course addiWon, military 
absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, student-athletes parWcipaWng in University- 
or department-approved acWviWes, and university advisories. 

Students may encounter other circumstances (e.g. car accidents, job interviews) that result in course 
absences. Excused absences in these situaWons is at the discreWon of the instructor. Where possible, and 
with sufficient documentaWon, the instructor will support other student educaWonal acWviWes. 

Students are expected to noWfy all their instructors once they anWcipate being absent for any reason 
(e.g., funeral) or as soon as possible aqer the absence begins (e.g., unexpected injury or illness). The 
student may need to provide documentaWon (with confidenWal informaWon redacted when appropriate) 
to each instructor if requested.  
 
Title IX 
Ball State University is commimed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all 
students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, 
daWng violence, domesWc violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers 
support services and resources. For more informaWon or to report an incident, please 
visit bsu.edu/Wtleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at Wtleix@bsu.edu    
 
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any 
informaEon I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes informaWon shared in class 
discussions, assignments, or private conversaWons. 
 
What happens aKer I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual 
harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeWng. If the complainant chooses to meet 
with the Title IX Coordinator, 

• Title IX Coordinator will offer supporWve measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, 
course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus 
offices), review the policy, and discuss opWons to move forward. 

• If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an invesWgaWon will begin following 
University policy. 
 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies
mailto:bsu.edu/titleix
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu
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University Grade Appeal Policy 
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or 
a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days aqer final grades are posted 
by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process. 
 
Student Academic Ethics Policy 
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental amributes of the university community. 
Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundaWon of an insWtuWon 
dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and 
reputaWon, and to equitably assign evaluaWons of scholasWc and creaWve performance, Ball State 
University is commimed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of 
academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on 
understanding academic integrity, ciWng sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic 
dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectaWons and students’ rights, please read the 
University Student Academic Ethics Policy.  

Academic integrity violaWons include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheaWng), 
presenWng someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. 
Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure 
whether something consWtutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violaWons include 
but are not limited to:   

• Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, 
and open books)  

• Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, 
StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).  

• Without the instructor’s wrimen permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments 
class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party 
vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  
• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  
• Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or secWon.  
• Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texWng, whispering, gesturing)  
• Discussing exam quesWons and answers with students who have not taken the exam.  
• SoliciWng others to complete work for you. 

 
Genera,ve AI Statement  
No Use of GeneraEve AI PermiOed  
All work conducted and/or submimed in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with 
the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of 
ChatGPT or any other generaWve AI applicaWons at any Wme to develop materials submimed in this 
course.  
  

7. Student Support Services 
The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students 
can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
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appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools secWon, or just go 
directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.  
 
TesWng accommodaWons for students with disabiliWes are available for students who have received the 
appropriate documentaWon from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.    
Supplemental InstrucWon is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that 
person will provide students with informaWon the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. 
For more informaWon about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-
1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.  

The Wri,ng Center 
All writers improve with pracWce and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use 
the WriWng Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, 
or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get addiWonal feedback on your wriWng.  
The WriWng Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to 
all students composing essays, reports, reflecWons, research projects, web content, lesson plans, 
slideshows, poster presentaWons, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free 
appointment to discuss your wriWng, go to bsu.edu/wriWngcenter. Online and in-person appointments 
are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 

The Basic Needs Hub 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, 
and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic 
Needs Hub has informaWon, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a 
supporWve staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about 
resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  
 
The Counseling Center  
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidenWal services to all students. The 
Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us 
at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). 
The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, 
including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.  

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include 
homesickness, relaWonship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work 
with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist 
students with ge�ng connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecWng students to self-help 
resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have 
access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different plasorms. All of these 
resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here. 

The Speaking Center   
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanWng to 
improve their public speaking abiliWes. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a 
more confident and effecWve speaker. Our trained coaches provide construcWve feedback and support 
throughout the enWre speech preparaWon process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbsu.navigate.eab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccmills%40bsu.edu%7Cf76d9352c14f42abf4ee08da382a4b45%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C637884051551163037%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C%2FQWGD5e5nj2EjJVe%2B9I7WLVIm08mw2L0Fp5nP9ePdE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter
https://www.instagram.com/ballstatelc/
http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinktr.ee%2Fbsucc&data=05%7C02%7Clnlittleford%40bsu.edu%7C9446864a89af4aac59a408dd1f8771fd%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638701388764876009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KCp67wp6xCWyxXTkY73wRltLjNY2m5b8xChtpZqPToY%3D&reserved=0
https://sitecorecms.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/communicationstudies/speaking-center
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ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to pracWce your delivery and refine your message.   
 
The Center is in the David Lemerman CommunicaWon and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an 
appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a Wme. 
Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on 
Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in pracWcing in an immersive speaking environment. 
 

8. Canvas and Student Privacy 

Canvas Accessibility 
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuiWve. Special amenWon has been paid to 
making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content 
pages (i.e. text forma�ng is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited 
customizaWon of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The NaWonal FederaWon of the Blind 
granted Canvas the Gold Level Web CerWficaWon in 2010.  
Find more informaEon by visiEng the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).  
 
FERPA and Privacy 
As a student, your educaWonal records are considered confidenWal. Under FERPA (Family EducaWonal 
Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidenWal and protected. Under most circumstances, your 
records will not be released without your wrimen and signed consent. However, some directory 
informaWon may be released to third parWes without your prior consent unless a wrimen request to 
restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA 
and Privacy and ProtecEon.  
 
Video Conferencing Recording 
In this class, soqware may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your 
parWcipaWon in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made available 
only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot amend the live session or to serve as a 
resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to 
parWcipate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. 
Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If you have 
concerns, please discuss these opWons with me.  
 
Plagiarism Detec,on  
The campus subscribes to TurniWn, a plagiarism prevenWon service, through Canvas. You may need to 
submit wrimen assignments to TurniWn. Student work will be used for plagiarism detecWon and for no 
other purpose. The student may indicate in wriWng to the instructor that he/she refuses to parWcipate in 
the plagiarism detecWon process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify 
the originality of their work.    

https://bsu.campus.eab.com/
https://www.canvaslms.com/accessibility
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/registrar/ferpa
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/registrar/ferpa
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9. Course Expecta4ons and Policies 

Course Par,cipa,on Expecta,ons 
• This course is designed with weekly acWviWes, discussion, and other forms of regular 

collaboraWon and communicaWon. 
• It is recommended that you log into your Canvas course 3 to 4 Wmes a week and check your 

official Ball State email account daily to view announcements and prepare for class. 
• Complete all assignments, quizzes, tests, and any other acWviWes by the stated due dates. 

Feedback Policy 
• I will respond to email from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during 

weekdays (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend.   
• I will grade your wrimen assignments within 10 school days of submission and your discussion 

responses within 5 school days of submission. 
• Contact me directly if you have quesWons or concerns about your performance in class. 

Late Assignment Policy 
• All assignments are due by 11:59 pm EST/EDT Wme on the due dates indicated. 
• Assignments posted aqer the indicated due dates will be subject to a 25% penalty. 
• Internet connecWvity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on 

Wme. Turn in work early and oqen, and set up a back-up plan, such as visiWng a local library or 
borrowing a peer's computer.  

• You have (1) week to hand in late assignments for a 25% penalty. The penalty is the same if you 
hand in an assignment 1 min late or 1 week late. 

• Canvas will not accept assignments for grading aqer 11:59 pm EST/EDT on the final day of class. 
Assignment Submission Policy 

• All assignments should be submimed electronically – no paper copies 
• Assignments, unless otherwise indicated, should be submimed via Canvas. 
• Assignment due dates are listed in the course schedule and in the Canvas weekly modules 

Grading Policy 
• Assignments will be graded using rubrics that provide a numerical assessment as well as wrimen 

comments/feedback. 
• It is my policy that appropriate evaluaWon of your academic performance is an integral part of 

your learning experience.  
• In the absence of mistakes, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key decision-maker on 

the assignment of grades.  
Engagement Expecta,ons 
To support a respecsul and engaging academic community that encourages the free exchange of ideas 
and civil discourse, we will follow these ground rules: 

• Respect different perspecEves. Share your ideas and let others share theirs. 
• Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respecsully. No personal amacks or put-downs. Focus on 

exploring ideas criWcally and construcWvely. 
• Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask quesWons to understand, and give others space to speak. 
• Assume good intenEons. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion.  
• Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or work 

without permission. 
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• Be respec[ul. Avoid hursul language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others. Keep 
feedback construcWve. 

10. Course Schedule 
To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class 
community, the course schedule may shiq over the semester. The most current version of the schedule 
will always be available on Canvas. I encourage you to check Canvas regularly for updates and contact me 
if you have any quesWons. 
 
Week Date Due Topics 
01 Aug 19 

 
Aug 21 
 
 
Aug 24 

Syllabus Review 
 
Gates: Intro, Pgs 3-17, Kolbert 1: Ch 2 A Warmer Sky Pgs 35-44 
Stevens: Basic Drivers of Climate 
IN State Climate Summary Pgs 1-5 
Email saying you read/understand the syllabus 

 

Introductions & Syllabus 
Climate & Climate Change 

02 Aug 26 
 

Aug 28 
 

 
Aug 31 

Rosen: The Science of Climate Change Explained 
 
Gates: Ch 1. Why Zero?, Pgs 18-36Palmer: The scientific challenge of understanding and 
estimating climate  
change Pgs 1-6 
DR1 Due 
 

 

Greenhouse Gases: metrics,  
inventories, CO2e, protocols/  
agreements 

03 Sep 02 
 
Sep 04 
Sep 07 

Gates: Ch 2. This Will Be Hard, Pgs 37-51 
 

IPCC: Climate Change 2021 Report Part A-D 
DR2 Due 
 

Barriers to Change & Where We  
Need to Go 

04 Sep 09 
 
Sep 11 
 
Sep 14 

Gates: Ch 3. Five Questions to Ask, Pgs 52-65 
 
NYT: Climate and Energy Experts  
Hawken: Drawdown, #5, Grid Flexibility, Pgs 30-31 
DR3 Due 

 

Energy & Climate Change; Guest:                       
Bob Koester 9/11 

05 Sep 16 
 
 
Sep 18 
Sep 21 

Gates: Ch 4. How We Plug In, Pgs 66-97  
Hawken: Drawdown, #78, Microgrids, Pg 5 

 
Tom away at a conference – No class 
DR4 Due 
 

Energy & Climate Change 

06 Sep 23 
 
 
Sep 25 
Sep 28 

Gates: Ch 5. How We Make Things, Pgs 98-111 
Hawken: Drawdown, #36, Alternative Cement, Pgs 162-63 
 
Cradle to Cradle, Ch 1, Pgs 17-44) 
DR5 Due 

 

Manufacturing/Industry & Climate  
Change 

07 Sep 30 
 
 

Oct 02 
 
 

Oct 05 

Gates: Ch 6. How We Grow Things, Pgs 112-29 
Project Drawdown: Farming Our Way Out of the Climate Crisis  
      
Tamburini: Agricultural diversification promotes multiple ecosystem services  
without compromising yield Pgs 1-8 
Pollan: Why Bother? 
DR6 Due 
 

Agriculture & Climate Change; Guest:              
Josh Gruver 10/02 

08 Oct 07 
 
Oct 09 
 
 
Oct 12 

Fall Break – No Class 
 

Gates: Ch 7. How We Get Around, Pgs 130-47, Lovins: Ch 16, Pgs 178-191 
Hawken: Drawdown; #54, Walkable Cities, Pgs 86-87; #69, Electric Bikes, Pgs146-47; #49, 
Cars, Pgs148-49 
WA1 Due, Midterm Evaluation 
 

Transportation & Climate Change 

09 Oct 14 
 
 
Oct 16 

 

Gates: Ch 8. How We Keep Cool & Stay Warm, Pgs 148-59 
Knox: Palimpsests: Quartier Vauban Freiburg im Breisgau, Pgs 256-61 
 
WRI: Pgs 1-8 
Hawken: Drawdown, #79, Net Zero Buildings 

Buildings & Climate Change 
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Week Date Due Topics 
10 Oct 21 

 
Oct 23 

CAP Field Trip Week – No class 
 
CAP Field Trip Week – No class 
 

None 
 
None 

11 Oct 28 
 
Oct 30 
Nov 02 

Gates: Ch 9. Adapting to a Warmer World, Pgs 160-78 
 
Kolbert 2: Up In The Air, Pgs 143-64 
DR7 Due 

 

Climate Change Adaptation &   
Mitigation 

12 Nov 04 
 
Nov 06 
Nov 09 

Kolbert 2: Up In the Air, Pgs 165-86 
 
Climate Mitigation vs. Adaptation Article 
DR08 Due 

 

Climate Change Adaptation &   
Mitigation 

13 Nov 11 
 
Nov 13 
Nov 16 

How We Can Combat Climate Change Article 
 
No readings due 
DR 09 Due 

 

Climate Change Policy: Cap &  
Trade, RECs, Clean Energy  
Standards; Guest: Margaret Lo, 11/13 

14 Nov 18 
 

 
Nov 20 
Nov 23 

Gates: Ch 11. A Plan for Getting to Zero, Pgs 195-217 
Hui: Think Globally, Act Locally Pgs 1-21 
 
Muncie Climate Resiliency Resolution & Plan 
WA2 Due 
 

Climate Action Planning; Guest:  
Jason Donati, 11/20 

15 Nov 25 
 
Nov 27 

Gates: Ch 12. What Each of Us Can Do, Pgs 218-26 
 
Thanksgiving Break – No class 
 

Individual & Collective Behavior;  
 
 

16 Dec 02 
  

Dec 04 
 
Dec 07 

No readings due 
 
Gates: Afterward, Pgs 227-32 
Our New Climate Reality (Radio Piece) 
DR10 Due (Last One), Final Evaluation 
 

Conclusions & Final Thoughts, WA2 
Presentations, Course Evals 
 

DR = Weekly Discussion Response Assignment 
WA = Wri6en Assignment 
* All readings are due on the class date shown in the schedule 
RED = assignment due 
Green = no class 

11. Subject to Change Statement 
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuaWng circumstances. 

 

  


