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Course Description (from catalog): 
 

Music and materials for stringed instruments and harp instruction. Includes 

audition and recital preparation, repertoire, practice techniques, and 

internship experience. 
 

Student Learning Objectives: 

 

At the completion of a semester of MUSP 423 students will: 
 

1. Become more familiar with historical string players and pedagogues. 
 

2. Be able to compare, contrast, and describe the strengths and weaknesses of 

various pedagogical schoolings. 
 
3. Become more familiar with a standard and diverse repertoire of music for 

the purpose of selecting appropriate repertoire for students of varying ages and 

abilities. 
 
4. Have observed high quality instruction through auditing private lessons taught 

by their major teacher and other professors in the string area. 
 
5. Have gained practical hands-on teaching experience. 
 
6. Have developed strategies for building a private teaching studio, successful 

audition and recital preparation, and effective verbal and written communication. 



 
 
 

Course Rationale: 

 

This course introduces and highlights requisite skills necessary for students 

to become proficient private string instructors. Approaches to pedagogical 

schoolings, recruiting, technique, repertoire, practice strategies, audition 

preparation, and expressive performance will be emphasized. 
 

 

Course Expectations: 

 

A large portion of this course will be self-directed study of the assigned 

music/pedagogical literature. University guidelines recommend a minimum of two 

hours of work outside of class for every credit hour of enrollment. 
 

Students will report to their major teacher once a week on their exploration of 

the assigned literature and hands-on experience in the art of teaching. 
 

Students will be expected to audit an agreed upon number of lessons taught by 

professors in the string area. 
 

Students will be expected to teach a minimum of 2 secondary, minor study, or 

private lessons under the supervision of their major teacher. 
 

 

Attendance Requirements: 

 

At the beginning of each semester of study, you will set your meeting time with 

your major teacher. Your academic class schedule and any pertinent information 

you provide will be taken into consideration. *Please note that due to your major 

teacher’s performance and professional schedule, it is likely meeting times will 

occasionally have to be rescheduled* 
 

You must notify your major teacher at least 24 hours in advance of an 

absence. If you fail to show up for a scheduled meeting without advance notice, 

your final grade will be reduced by 15%. Three “no show” meetings will 

automatically earn you an F in the course. 



 

Grading (see Appendix B) 

 

Regular reports of string research and written observation of audited lessons 

constitutes 40% of your final grade. 
 

30% of your final grade will be based on your monitored peer/student teaching. 

 

 

30% of you final grade will be based on a FINAL written assignment (TBD by 

your major teacher). 
 

 

Required Materials/Reference 
 

The following representative (but incomplete) list gives examples of 

literature to be read/discussed by all string players: 

 

 

 Principles of Violin Playing and Teaching, Author: Ivan Galamian 

 Contemporary Violin Technique, Author: Ivan Galamian  
 The Art of Violin Playing: Book One, Applied Technique. Author: Carl 

Flesch 

 The Art of Violin Playing: Book Two, Artistic Realization and Instruction.  
Author: Carl Flesch 

• Violin Artists and Pedagogues: Their Schools and Pedagogical Influences in  
Historical Perspective, Author: Christian Baker 

 Basic Violin Pedagogy, Author: Mark Rush 
 

Syllabus Statements  
 

University Statement 

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, 

through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State 

and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If 

you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please 

contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability 

Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation 

https://www.bsu.edu/data/blocks/accordionv2-blocks/administrative-offices/disability-services
https://www.bsu.edu/data/blocks/accordionv2-blocks/administrative-offices/disability-services


of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be 

provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

 
 

 

 

Violin resources info: 

 

Sheet Music 

You can obtain free sheet music in BSU library, IMSLP (online music library) and scribd.com (you have to sign up 

for scribd, it’s free) 

 

Recordings 

 

Naxos online library is great source for high quality recordings. Get there through BSU library and get free access 

with your BSU username and password.  

 

Violin strings and accessories 

 

Concordmusic.com, sharmusic.com, iustrings.com  

Violin makers/repairers in Indianapolis area 

 

(There are quite a few but I’m suggesting those whose work I know) 

 

 

Ted Skreko (317.501 8516) 
Violin Shop of Old Carmel (317. 818 2326)  
Indyviolins.com (317.624 0441)  
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