PSYS 616
PSYS 616 PERCEPTION & COGNITION
FALL 2025 SYLLABUS


Instructor: Dr. Dan Nardi		Email address: dnardi@bsu.edu
Phone: 765-285-1693			Mailbox: NQ 104
Office: NQ 114	Zoom: https://bsu.zoom.us/my/dnardi 

Office hours: Tues and Weds, 2 – 3 PM; or by appointment.


Course catalog description
Analysis of research and theories of perception, cognition, and language. Covers information processing, attention, verbal learning and memory, problem solving, concept formation, and psycholinguistics.

Course rationale
Cognitive Psychology is very relevant to everyday life because it studies the mental functions that we routinely use – consciously or not. This course will help you understand that our mind is not an empty vessel that collects information passively, but that there are many mental processes that interpret, organize, and operate on that information. This makes our mind like a machine, and just like any machine, it has mechanisms, rules, limitations, and malfunctions. This course will lead you to critically analyze these topics along with the research and implications related to the study of Perception and Cognition.

Course objectives
· Understanding some of the main topics of cognition, including perception, attention, memory, language, and consciousness
· Synthesizing and evaluating the main theories in cognitive psychology
· Critically reading and discussing relevant journal articles
· Identifying potential avenues of future research
· Applying cognitive concepts to other fields and our daily lives.

Intended learning outcomes
· Evaluate major concepts, theories, and research in cognitive psychology
· Apply innovative, integrative, and critical thinking skills to interpret psychological phenomena related to perception and cognition. 
· Interact effectively, sensitively, and ethically with people from diverse backgrounds and demonstrate understanding of the sociocultural contexts that influence individual differences in cognition. 
· Apply knowledge of cognitive psychology to real-world issues. 
· Read, write, and discuss critically and effectively by evaluating evidence, issues, ideas, and problems from multiple perspectives. 
· Develop a greater appreciation for your mental processes and an excitement for research in cognition.

Required textbook
Reisberg, D. (2021, 8th Ed.). Cognition: exploring the science of the mind. Norton. ISBN: 978-0393877601. 
Common questions:
· Do you need to have the textbook to succeed in this class? Yes. 
· Do you need to bring the textbook to class? No.
· Do you need the online resources (ZAPS) to succeed in this course? No. They can be very helpful, but they are not necessary.

Course requirements
· Chapter Quizzes. You will have to read the assigned textbook chapters on your own and then take the related Chapter Quiz. Each quiz is worth 30 pts and contains 15 randomly selected questions (2 pts per question). This is open-book and you have 120 minutes. You can take each quiz twice, and the highest score will be retained. [30 pts x 7 chapters = 210 total pts].
· Mid-term paper. This is a writing assignment that will require critically thinking and elaborating on concepts covered in textbook/assigned readings. Directions on the assignment will be posted on Canvas. [100 pts].
· Article outline summary. Students will submit an outline summary of each assigned article to show that they have read the article prior to in-class discussion. Each outline must be submitted in Canvas by midnight of the day before we have article discussion. [5 pts x 11 articles = 55 total pts].
· Leading discussion. An article is assigned for discussion each week. Taking turns, someone will be the discussion leader. The article is first discussed in small groups, then in whole class. [30 pts for leading discussion].
· Group Oral Presentation. This counts as the final assignment for the course. As a group, you will have to give an oral presentation in front of the class. The presentation will include an introduction on a broad field of research of your choosing, comparing/contrasting two articles that you have selected within this field, and proposing a follow-up study. Directions will be provided. [50 pts.]
· Participation. This is NOT a lecture course; it is a seminar. This means that active participation in discussion is required. Forty points are allotted based on the degree to which you participate in class discussion throughout the semester, and go from 0 (no participation whatsoever) to 40 (outstanding consistent participation). [40 pts]

	Assessment
	Points

	Chapter Quizzes (30 pts per chapter)
	210

	Mid-term
	100

	Article outlines (5 pts per outline)
	55

	Leading discussion
	30

	Group Oral Presentation
	50

	Participation
	40

	TOTAL
	485




Grading scale
Your final grade will be assigned according to the following scale (% of total possible points):
A 	100% - 92.00%
A-	91.99 - 90.00	
B+	89.99 - 88.00
B	87.99 - 82.00
B-	81.99 - 80.00
C+	79.99 - 78.00
C	77.99 - 72.00
C-	71.99 - 70.00
D+	69.99 - 68.00
D	67.99 - 62.00
D-	61.99 - 60.00
F	59.99 & below

I do NOT round up grades!


Class policies
· Attendance is mandatory. Because this course is structured like a seminar, attendance and participation are required. You may miss 1 class. If you miss more than that, 10 pts will be deducted for each missed class.
· If you miss a class, it is YOUR responsibility to actively seek the course material and any information (including announcements) that you missed. You should ask your classmates for any missed material and, if you don’t understand a topic, ask the instructor. The fact that you missed a class does NOT provide an excuse for performing poorly. 
· It is also your responsibility to routinely check Canvas (https://bsu.instructure.com) for important announcements; in particular, remember to check Canvas the morning before each class for possible urgent announcements.
· To communicate with me personally you can:
· come to see me during my office hours (just walk in);
· call me (765-285-1693), especially during my office hours;
· send me an email (dnardi@bsu.edu), but only for short messages;
· make a Zoom call (https://bsu.zoom.us/my/dnardi), but first schedule a time with me.
· Class etiquette. Any distracting or disrespectful behavior towards your classmates and your instructor will NOT be tolerated. In particular: do not talk when someone else is speaking; silence your cellphone and do not use it; and do not come in late or leave early. All of these behaviors disrupt the whole class. 
· If you want to use a laptop to take notes, please be mindful of how your screen affects your classmates and instructor. Anyone using a laptop inappropriately during class time (inappropriate use = anything other than taking notes) automatically relinquishes the privilege of using a laptop during class. 
· Late assignment policy: a 5% grade deduction will be applied if the assignment is submitted within 24 hours past the due date; after that, there will be a 20% grade deduction for every day late.
· Make-ups/extensions/excusals are available only for documented, serious circumstances of hardship, and will be considered case-by-case. 


General Policies & Information

University Statement. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Academic Integrity. The highest standards of academic integrity are expected of all students.  Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to, cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, or the facilitation of such activities.  If you are unsure whether your activities fit into this list, please see me.  Violations of academic integrity will result at least in failure of the assignment and/or course and could result in university proceedings.

Plagiarism. Students are expected to complete all assignments independently. Relying on students' work from previous semesters, copying current classmates’ work, and/or plagiarizing textbooks, websites, or published research will be considered cheating and I will follow Ball State’s policy regarding these situations.  If you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism, please ask me or read: http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/VIIEthicsPolicy.aspx

Use of Generative AI (e.g., ChatGPT). Unless explicitly mentioned by the instructor, the use of generative AI (e.g., ChatGPT) is not allowed for any part of the course. Using ChatGPT or similar to complete an assignment will be considered plagiarism (see paragraph above).

Class Recording. Audiotaping, videotaping, photographing (even with cellphone), or any other method of recording lectures, slides, or classroom discussions of any kind should be done only with the prior explicit permission of the instructor. Slides and other material distributed by the instructor shall be restricted to the personal use of the students enrolled in the course.

Record Keeping. I may make copies of the work you do for this class (e.g., papers) for department assessment purposes. I will remove all identifying information on these assignments before making your work available to anyone else. Unless you decline in writing, I will assume that you are allowing me to keep anonymous copies of your work for this class. See me if you have questions.

Observance of Religious/Ethnic Holidays. Ball State University is committed to the support of a pluralistic environment that respects the traditions and beliefs of all its members. Accordingly, should you wish to observe a religious/ethnic holy day that conflicts with our course schedule, I will work with you to reschedule examinations as long as you notify me in advance.

The Writing Center. All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (Robert Bell 295/Bracken Library/online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in person appointments are available seven days a week; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Learning Center. The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses. We also provide writing and study skills tutoring. Students can make appointments for virtual (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. Students can begin making appointments on Thursday, August 25, 2022. Tutoring and Academic Coaching will begin on Monday, August 29, 2022. To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. You can also download the Navigate Student app. The Learning Center also has drop-in tutoring (no appointment necessary) for math, chemistry, and physics.  Check our website for more information. Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services.  Tests may be administered in the Learning Center. Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about all of our programming, visit https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/universitycollege/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006.

The Basic Needs Hub. If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub.  The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 

Self-Care. If you are going through a tough time because of personal problems or diminished mental health, keep in mind that you are not alone, and that help is available. All students are eligible to receive free, confidential counseling services through the University's Counseling and Psychological Services Center (Lucina Hall 320, 765-285-1736, Counselctr@bsu.edu; After hour emergencies: 765-747-7330 or 765-285-1736). The center offers individual and group counseling, psychiatric consultation, and workshops. Due to the pandemic, services from the BSU Counseling Center will be offered via telehealth. There are other resources on campus available to address mental health needs. Specifically, the BSU Counseling Center offers online and in-house resources (including academic resources to help you with things like study skills, time management, and career planning) in their Resource Room. Psychological, academic, and neuropsychological evaluations are available for a small fee at the Pyschoeducational and Diagnostic Intervention Clinic in the Department of Educational Psychology. The Counseling Practicum Clinic in the College of Health also offers counseling services for a small fee. Remember that getting help is a smart and healthy thing to do—for yourself and for your loved ones.

Resources from the Graduate School. The Graduate School offers a host of resources to support you throughout your time as a graduate student. Please consider getting involved or taking advantage of the following opportunities outlined below.
· Write On! Writer’s Retreat – Friday, Sept. 12, 8:30 am-3 pm - Spend the day writing and learning about managing your time, finding your writing voice, and combatting impostor syndrome during this event.
· Graduate Opportunity & Leadership Development Program (GOLD) - Gain access to free online and in-person professional development workshops.
· Pathways Mentoring Program - Sign up to gain a mentor who will help you with your next education and career steps.
· Three-Minute Thesis - Earn up to $1000 in prize money for winning the annual 3MT competition where graduate students showcase their research and creative work.
· Graduate Student Commons - Visit or reserve West Quad 208 for your meeting and studying needs, Monday through Friday, 8 am-5 pm. Email gradschool@bsu.edu to inquire.
· If you have questions or concerns as a graduate student, please reach out to Dr. Tayla Lee (Interim Director of Graduate Studies, ttlee@bsu.edu, 765-285-1705, NQ 123) or Dr. Robin Phelps-Ward (Associate Dean of the Graduate School, rjphelpsward@bsu.edu, (765) 285-3124, West Quad 203).
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Schedule
Keep this in mind:
· Article outlines are due the day before the article is discussed (Sunday at midnight)
· Online quizzes are due at the end of each Unit (Friday at midnight).


Aug. 18 		Introduction & methods (Ch. 1)   Article #1			UNIT 1
Aug. 25		Introduction & methods (Ch. 1)   Article #2 
						Chapter quiz due Friday, August 29   
Sept. 1			Labor Day – No Class						UNIT 2
Sept. 8			Perception (Ch. 3 & 4)   Article #3    			
Sept. 15 		Perception (Ch. 3 & 4)   Article #4 
Sept. 22		Perception (Ch. 3 & 4)   Article #5    
					Chapter quizzes due Friday, September 26   
Sept. 29 		Attention (Ch. 5)   Article #6 					UNIT 3
Oct. 6			Fall Break – No Class
Oct. 13			Attention (Ch. 5)   Article #7    
                                                                 Chapter quiz due Friday, October 17   
Oct. 20  		Memory (Ch. 6 & 7)   						UNIT 4
Oct. 27			Memory (Ch. 6 & 7)
 				Chapter quizzes and MIDTERM due Friday, Oct. 31   
Nov. 3			Language (Ch. 10)   Article #8					UNIT 5
Nov. 10		Language (Ch. 10)   Article #9 
                                                            Chapter quiz due Friday, November 14
Nov. 17		Spatial cognition   Article #10					UNIT 6
Nov. 24		Spatial cognition   Article #11     
Dec. 1	  		*** Group Presentations *** 				UNIT 7
Dec. 8			*** Group Presentations ***
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