MDIA 284: Practical Aspects of Media Law
Spring 2026
   
  Instructor Information
  Suzy Smith                          			Student Hours:
 Media Department				Tuesday and Thursday 11-12:00 pm
 Ball State University			                    and by appointment
 sjsmith@bsu.edu
 765-285-7901


  Course Information
  
 Course Description
   Introduction to practical legal and ethical issues facing media professionals, including the First 
    Amendment, libel, privacy, and intellectual property rights. 

 Course Objectives
   After Successful completion of MDIA 284, students will be able to:
· Describe the significance of freedom of speech and of the press and the responsibilities of media professionals in American society 
· Identify the basic elements of the First Amendment, defamation, privacy law and 
intellectual property rights
· Define similarities and differences between law and ethics 


 Course Modality/Structure
    This course meets face to face
    This course meets for a five-week period
    Materials will be delivered on Canvas

Textbooks and resources: There are no textbooks for this course. Course materials will include various readings, videos, and other resources made available on Canvas. 
Course withdrawal deadline: Monday, March 9
General statement on course delivery: Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track.] The instructor reserves the right to modify schedules, modes of course delivery, due dates, attendance policies, virtual/online learning activities, etc. as is deemed necessary at the instructor’s discretion.

PLEASE CHECK BOTH CANVAS AND YOUR BALL STATE E-MAIL REGULARLY; MULTIPLE TIMES A DAY. Most information about the course that is distributed outside of class will be distributed via Canvas and campus e-mail. Not getting an e-mail or not seeing something on Canvas generally won’t be an effective excuse for missing something, as most things will be communicated to you within a reasonable period of time. AGAIN, CHECK CANVAS AND CAMPUS E-MAIL MULTIPLE TIMES A DAY. 

It is also worth noting that there is some material that is best delivered in virtual, asynchronous, or other “outside of class” formats. As such, some class material, at the instructor’s discretion, will be delivered in an alternative format for pedagogical or practical reasons. 


  Course Assignments and Assessments

Assignments/grading:
Quizzes 				35 percent
Exam (2 parts)			35 percent
Reaction/response assignment	20 percent (must be completed to pass the course)
Class Participation		10 percent 

Grading scale:


	Letter Grade
	Range

	A
	100% - 93%

	 A-
	<93% - 90%

	  B+
	<90% - 88%

	B
	<88% - 83%

	 B-
	<83% - 80%

	  C+
	<80% - 78%

	C
	<78% - 73%

	 C-
	<73% - 70%

	  D+
	<70% - 68%

	D
	<68% - 63%

	 D-
	<63% - 60%

	F
	<60% - 0%


Make-ups will only be allowed in the event of an excused absence and/or by making prior arrangements with the instructor.
Feedback Policy
· I will respond to email from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during week days (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend.
· I will grade your quizzes, assignments, and discussions no later than within 5 school days of submission.
· Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in class.
· 
Late Assignment Policy
· All assignments are due by the time indicated in the assignment on Canvas.  
· Assignments posted after the indicated due dates will be subject to a decreased letter grade for each day late.
· Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up plan, such as visiting a local library or borrowing a peer's computer. 
· You have one (1) permitted late assignment to allow for these issues, to which you can turn in one assignment 24 hours late.
· Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm EST/EDT on the final day of class.
Assignment Submission Policy
· All assignments should be submitted as Word documents with extensions of .doc or .docx unless otherwise indicated in the assignment description.
· Assignments, unless otherwise indicated, should be submitted using the assignment link in the module. 
Grading Policy
· It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of your learning experience. 
· In the absence of mistakes, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key decision-maker on the assignment of grades. 
Engagement Expectations
To support a respectful and engaging academic community that encourages the free exchange of ideas and civil discourse, we will follow these ground rules:
· Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs.
· Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs. Focus on exploring ideas critically and constructively.
· Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others space to speak.
· Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion. 
· Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or work without permission.
· Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others. Keep feedback constructive.

Artificial Intelligence Tools
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative AI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
If I suspect the use of AI, I will question you on it.  If you do not respond to my inquiries you may be reported for an ethics violation.

 University Policies and Statements

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Course Attendance:  Studies show that students who attend class do better in that class.  I will take attendance.  If you choose not to attend, that is fine, however the less you attend, the more likely you will not be successful in the course. 

You WILL be graded on course participation.  You cannot participate if you do not attend class.  For those whose attendance is below 90%, your classroom participation grade with start with a “base” that reflects your attendance percentage in the course.  If you come to class 85% of the time, your participation grade will begin at 85 and be evaluated against that.  

Absences will be excused for the following: funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, late course addition, military absences, observance of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, student-athletes participating in University- or department-approved activities, and university advisories. 
Other reasons for absence will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.  No matter what, for an absence to be fully excused, I will need some type of documentation as to the situation.

Work for student media is not an excused absence.
Only I can determine what constitutes an excused absence. I would encourage you to notify me prior to an absence when possible. 

Absences for University Activities:  The University expects its departments and programs that take students away from class meetings to schedule such events in a way that will minimize hindrance of orderly completion of course requirements. Such units must provide a written statement to the students describing the activity and stating as precisely as possible the dates of the required absence. The involved students must deliver this documentation to the instructor, before the absence.

Content disclaimer: This is a college course. The instructor is an adult. The students are adults. The media content used in this course may contain strong language, sexual situations, violence, controversial subjects, and ideas that might be disturbing or offensive to you. We will discuss all such content in a professional, academic manner. If you have any questions or concerns about the content we will examine during the course of this class, please contact me. However, please be advised – simply being offended by the content is not, in and of itself, a reasonable excuse not to engage the content. 
Freedom of Expression 
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu   

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE) career readiness competencies associated with MDIA 284 - Competencies associated with career readiness addressed in this course include:
	Student Learning Outcomes 
	Career Readiness Competencies

	Describe the significance of freedom of speech and of the press and the responsibilities of media professionals in American society.

	Communication: Clearly and effectively exchange information, ideas, facts, and perspectives with persons inside and outside of an organization.      


	Identify the basic elements of the First Amendment, defamation, privacy law and intellectual property rights.

	 Professionalism: Knowing work environments differ greatly, understand and demonstrate effective work habits, and act in the interest of the larger community and workplace.  


	Define similarities and differences between law and ethics. 

	Critical Thinking: Identify and respond to needs based upon an understanding of situational context and logical analysis of relevant information.





Addendum for discussion forums: Any discussion forum content shared among students for use in the course remains the property of the individual student and will not be copied, distributed, or used in any manner without written permission of the instructor and the student.
Student course evaluations: Evaluations will be completed sometime during the final week of the class. Once I have announced the date, please bring your laptop to class to ensure completion.

Copyright
All materials for this class have been created for the private, non-commercial use of students enrolled in this class through Ball State University in the current semester.  Any material provided to students, including, but not limited to, syllabus, lectures, class notes, PowerPoint presentations, assignments, information, quizzes, exams, or class news, is the property of the course instructor and/or Ball State University and may not be reproduced, distributed, or publicly posted without written permission of the instructor. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Code of Student Conduct and/or the Information Technology Users’ Privileges and Responsibilities policy.  Violations will be reported to the Director of Student Rights and Community Standards.

(Include the word “Copyright” or the © symbol and the year materials were created or the year of the current class.)


