
Environmental Psychology 

Syllabus: IDES 619 

Course Description (3) 

Provides theories of interplay of human and interior space. Behavioral settings, proxemics, 

density and crowding, noise, personal space and territory will be discussed. Further, methods of 

gathering, organizing, and assessing data needed to design the interior spaces, developing design 

concepts, goals, and objectives will be discussed. 

Course Objectives. 

Following successful completion of the course, the students will be able to: 

• Define terms, processes, principles and issues related to the study of environmental psychology. 

• Recognize the relationship between the environment and human behavior; the impact of the 

environment on people and the impact of people on the environment. 

• Apply the concepts of the course to personal/environmental issues in the home, workplace, and 

larger community. 

• Demonstrate understanding of programming procedures used by professional interior designers. 

• Classify problem identification skills. 

• Demonstrate methods of identification of client and/or user needs. 

• Analyze research for the purpose of project proposal. 

Course Rationale 

There is a large body of research that makes it clear that the planning, design, and management 

of our interior spaces affect the behavior, performance, and satisfaction of individuals, groups, 

and the entire organizations. Depending upon how well or poorly we plan, make, and use our 

interior spaces, there can be benefits or there can be costs, or more probably both. The benefits or 

costs, off course, strongly related to how well a place functions, but are also related as strongly to 

the psychodynamics of the place; its symbolic and aesthetic capacity; peoples’ social interactions 

and their opportunities for choice; the group’s or organization culture; and the happiness, health, 

well being of the people who live in, work in or visit the place. Without support of all these 

criteria designed into interior space, the full effectiveness and richness of Interiors-designed-for 

purpose will not be met. 

Grading 

Students must demonstrate an understanding of course material by: 

• Actively participating in all aspects of the course a minimum of four (any four) days per week 

during Weeks 1 to 17. 

• Utilizing professional terminology in class discussions. 

• Accurately relating course material to "real world" situations, utilizing text and other reference 

materials and personal experience where applicable. 



• Thoroughly and accurately completing assignments, papers, projects, quizzes, group projects, 

exams, etc. and submitting them on time. All work must be received by the set deadlines. Late 

work is not accepted without mitigating circumstances. Mitigating circumstances may be a death, 

emergency hospitalization, documented technology failure, etc. 

• Grading will be done on a point system. Points are assigned for each criterion previously 

established for the purpose of evaluating each assignment. In most instances there will be at least 

two, and usually more, distinct criteria specified for evaluation and grading of the student's work. 

Students will receive a weekly progress and grade report. Participation and work will receive a 

percentage grade derived from the ratio of actual points to the total points possible. 

Student grades will be determined using the following grading scale: 

A 95, A- 90, B+ 87, B 82, B- 80, C+ 77, C 72, C- 70, D+ 67, D 60, F 0 

The following criteria will be used to grade all assignments. 100 points per week or 25 points per 

assignment, if there are 4 assignments. Points will be assigned, if there are less than 4 

assignments. 

 

Grading Criteria 

• Met the criteria for the correct responses to the questions assigned. 25% 

• Used vocabulary relevant to the current and previous weeks' topics. 25% 

• Participated in the discussion by responding to a peer’s posting, asking a question, providing a 

statement of clarification, providing a point of view with rationale, challenging a point of 

discussion, or making a relationship between one or more points of the discussion. 25% 

• Justified ideas and responses using appropriate examples and references from texts, Web sites, 

and other references or personal experience. 25% 

Late Work Guidelines 

Students are expected to deliver all assigned readings, discussions and projects in accordance 

with the deadlines specified in each assignment. The Late Work Guidelines have been developed 

to provide a consistent course of action for faculty to implement when receiving late work 

submissions. 

All completed assignments must be posted on the due day noted in the assignment instructions. 

Each day of the week begins at 12:01 A.M. Eastern Standard Time and ends at 12:00 A.M. 

Eastern Standard Time the following day. To receive appropriate credit for an assignment based 

on the grading rubric for the class, a student must submit it by the deadline, which is 12:00 A.M 

Eastern Standard Time unless previously approved by the instructor. 

Late Post Grade Reduction 

Assignments posted after the due date deadline will be graded according to the grading criteria, 

and that grade will then be reduced by up to 25% per day for every day the assignment is late. 

Assignments not submitted within the week in which they are due will get no feedback from the 

instructor and receive a “0.” 

Please pay close attention to the deadlines, and do not leave assignments to the last minute to 

complete. To gain feedback from the instructor and peers, all work MUST be posted during the 

week it is due. 



Exception 

The only exception to this rule is when a student is added to the class some time in the first week 

as a result of late registration. In this situation, the student will be given one week from the day 

they appear on the roster to make up work without penalty. 

Please Note: 

While these late guidelines are the minimum requirement, faculty may choose to augment the 

guidelines within a specific course. If a faculty member posts supplemental late work guidelines 

for your course, 

Policy on Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. Students should be aware that Ball State University 

reserves the right to suspend or terminate any student who copies or otherwise plagiarizes the 

work or assignments/projects of other 

students or professionals, or who otherwise displays conduct detrimental to his or her own 

academic progress or ultimate success in the field for which he or she is being educated." 

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, either deliberately or inadvertently: 

• Using another person's exact words, ideas or theories without quotation marks and/or without 

proper acknowledgment. 

• Presenting a person's ideas without proper documentation. 

• Stating facts or statistics, presenting graphs or drawings without proper citation. 

• Paraphrasing such as changing a few words but leaving the ideas and reasoning of the original 

author intact. 

Other examples of plagiarism include: 

• Turning in your roommate's paper as your own. 

• Submitting a purchased or downloaded paper as your own work. 

• Cutting/pasting segments from one or more sources to form a research paper. 

• Copying an image or portions of an image from the Internet or from classroom resources without 

permission or proper acknowledgement. 

Examples of academic misconduct include: 

• Submitting work that you created for a previous course. 

ONLINE RESOURCES: 

A BSU network account for email and Blackboard. (Any other subscription or online resources 

which must be obtained) 

SOFTWARE: 

(Any software which may be needed for the course, such as Microsoft Office) 

COURSE POLICIES: 



Attendance: 

Attendance in Ball State University online classes is measured by your active participation in 

course activities at least once each week. Be sure to complete your course work as assigned to 

ensure you are recorded as attending the course. 

Participation and Timeliness: 

Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success. In online 

courses this takes the form of participation in discussion via forums, chat, and other electronic 

means provided. 

As this is an online course, it is up to every student to stay on track and not fall behind. You 

must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates. Developing a routine is essential. 

All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date. Assignments 

submitted late may be subject to a reduction in points, or no points at all. 

Students with Disabilities: 

Some elements of this course may not be accessible to persons with some types of disabilities. If 

you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact Ball 

State’s Disability Services office. This office coordinates services for students with disabilities. 

Documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can 

be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. Further 

online information for students may be found at the BSU Disability Services web page. 

Communication: 

Questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade or anything personal 

intended for the instructor, please use your BSU email. The instructor will typically respond to 

communication within 48 hours of receiving them. 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION: 

Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if 

necessary. BSU provides resources to help you. A lack of Blackboard knowledge is not an 

acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work. 

Technical Equipment: 

In order for you to be successful in this type of course (e.g. online delivery, distance education), 

you will need the technology listed in the “Technology for Online and Distance Education 

Students.” 

Technical Assistance: 

If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. In addition, the Help 

Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you 

through many of the most common questions. The helpdesk can be contacted at: 1765-285- 

1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu. 

 

1. University Policies 

The following statement can be found on the VPAA Faculty Syllabus Resources website: 

mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://blackboard.bsu.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp?tabGroup=courses&url=%2Fwebapps%2Fblackboard%2Fcontent%2FcontentWrapper.jsp%3Fcontent_id%3D_1290465_1%26displayName%3DLinked%2BFile%26course_id%3D_41603_1%26navItem%3Dcontent%26attachment%3Dtrue%26href%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fcms.bsu.edu%252FAbout%252FAdministrativeOffices%252FDSD%252FPoliciesProcedures%252FDistance%252FStudentInfo.aspx
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/HelpDesk/TechClips.aspx
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We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through 

valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we 

serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the 

instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates 

services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that 

office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 

765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

 

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning 

environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual 

harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please 

know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more 

information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX 

Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu  

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to 

report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes 

information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations. 

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who 

experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the 

complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator, 

Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, 

course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus 

offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward. 

If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin 

following University policy. 

2. Ball State Academic Ethics 
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. 

Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution 

dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, 

and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is 
committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. 

Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy.  

3. Plagiarism Policy 
Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work independently 

by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason.  

Potential Violations 
Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  

• Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  

• Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  

• Use or possession of a file created by someone else.  

• Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.  

• Fraudulent submission of work.  

• Using unauthorized materials during Exams.  

• Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.  

• Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.  

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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• Soliciting others to complete work for you.  

• Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.  

Plagiarism Detection 
The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to 

submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no 

other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the 
plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the 

originality of their work.  

Proctoring 
This course will require the use of the Responds LockDown Browser and Monitor for online exams. 

Watch this short video to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser and the optional webcam 

feature (which may be required for some exams.) Instructions for obtaining the software can be found in 
our course.  

4. AI and Chat GPT policy 
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball 
State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or 

any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. 

During this class, we may use ChatGPT or other generative AI applications. You will be informed as to 

when, where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along with guidance for attribution. [Indicate your 
expectations regarding use of applications with AI built-in features]. Any use outside of this permission 

constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy.  

 

Broader Use of Generative AI Permitted/Encouraged Within Specified Guidelines   
The use of Generative AI tools, including ChatGPT, is encouraged/permitted in this course for students who 

wish to use them. You may choose to use AI tools to help brainstorm assignments or projects or to revise 
existing work you have written. [Indicate your expectations regarding use of applications with AI built-in 

features]. However, you must cite any AI-generated material that informed your work. Using an AI tool to 

generate content without proper attribution constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student 

Academic Ethics Policy.   

5. Canvas and Student Privacy 

Canvas Accessibility 
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to 

making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages 

(i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of 

colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the 
Gold Level Web Certification in 2010.  

Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).  

FERPA and Privacy 
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational 

Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records 

will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be 
released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can 

learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection.  

Video Conferencing Recording 
In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your 

participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made available 

http://www.respondus.com/products/lockdown-browser/student-movie.shtml
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only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a 

resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate 
via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who 

prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If you have concerns, please 

discuss these options with me.  

6. Academic Support Services 

The Learning Center 
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students 
can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, 

visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to 

bsu.navigate.eab.com.  
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the 

appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.    

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person 

will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more 
information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow 

us on Instagram: BallStateLC.  

The Writing Center 
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the 

Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or 

online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.  
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all 

students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, 

poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your 
writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead 

because appointments book quickly! 

The Basic Needs Hub 
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, 

and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs 

Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive 
staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can 

submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  

7. Subject to Change Statement 
This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.   
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