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HONORS 390: Art Thinking 
       
Dr. Timothy Berg  
Office Hours: MWF 1-2 and by appointment  
Office location: BA 121 
 
Course Description and Goals: What does it mean to have an experience with art? Why are humans so drawn to making 
and thinking about visual expression? Why do we make it? How do we approach it? What is it doing to us? What 
response is it asking of us? This course investigates the experiences involved in thinking about art. We will examine some 
of the creative and critical responses to these questions given by a variety of people who’ve made, written about, or 
responded in some way, to visual art, including artists, critics, theorists, art historians, poets, and others. We’ll think both 
about what they are saying as well as how they are saying it, and we’ll practice some of their approaches (via writing and 
other methods) and develop our own. Our larger goal is to examine and reflect on our own approaches and responses to 
art to find new pathways for making meaning in our lives via the experience of art and beauty.  
   
Required texts: 
 

• A course packet of readings from The Gameday Cardinal Fanstore in the Village on University Avenue. 
• Roger Scruton, Beauty: A Very Short Introduction (the bookstore should have this) 

 
Learning Opportunities (aka Assignments): 

1. Commonplace Book (100% of course grade) – see the separate handout for details. Don’t fret. This is liberating. I 
will explain. 

Course Grade: In a final Commonplace Book entry, you’ll assess your learning and assign a final course grade. If I have 
concerns about your assessment I will ask you for a conversation. 

Some policies and resources to know about: 
 
Attendance:  I expect you to be at every class meeting. As this is not a lecture course your verbal participation is required. 
Absences beyond 3 will make an A assessment difficult to defend. 
 
Special Concerns: If you have any personal issues or concerns you think I should be aware of to help you succeed in this 
course, please let me know in the way most comfortable for you.  
 
Withdrawal Date: the last day to withdraw from the course is October 27, 2025. 
 
Academic Integrity Policy: Go here for helpful resources: https://bsu.edu/viceprovost/academicethics 
 
Course Student Learning Outcomes 

Students should be able to 
• analyze critically various aspects of the course topic. 
• synthesize information from multiple sources (including new and existing knowledge) 
• articulate their thoughts through well-crafted discussions, writings, presentations and projects. 
• generate knowledge both independently and collaboratively. 
 

 
These learning objectives will be met through a combination of close reading, writing via our Commonplace Book 
assignment, and with in-class discussions. 
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Disability Services Statement:  If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact 
me as soon as possible. The Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with disabilities; 
documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability 
Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
Diversity Statement: Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and 
student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various 
experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and 
civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found here. 
 
Additional Rules for a Good Learning Experience: 
 
1. We’ll use our real intelligence, not artificial intelligence. 
2. Upon entering the classroom, phones, tablets, laptops all go away, out of sight and remove all earbuds and headphones. 
3. Always have the course text(s), your commonplace book, and a writing utensil ready to go when class begins. 
3. Do not make audio or video recordings of our class sessions. 
 
 
 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center

