HONR 199
Death and Disease in American History
M&W 3:00-4:15pm
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	Instructor:
James Buss, PhD
Dean of the Honors College
Honors House 204
	
	Email: james.buss@bsu.edu
Phone: 765-285-1775




Course Description
This course examines the ways in which death and disease have had major influences on social, legal, economic, and cultural practices within the Americas and, later, the United States. We will explore cultural differences related to death between indigenous peoples and European settlers, the influence of smallpox during the American Revolution, the history of gross anatomy in the development of American medical practices, the role of death during the American Civil War in reshaping American concepts of good governance, and the Influenza Pandemic of 1918-1919.  In each of these cases, students will gain a better understanding about how American ideas and ideals, as they relate to death and disease, have shaped the past and continue to influence the present. While the focus of the class concludes in the 1920s, a study of these past events certainly resonates in recent times.



Course Description
Inquiries in Contemporary American Civilization. (3) Interdisciplinary exploration of one or more critical issues that confront the modern United States, such as race, poverty, education, or family. Course title and theme will vary. Open to Honors College students and by permission of the Honors College Dean.

Course Specific Learning Outcomes
1) Identify and demonstrate an advanced understanding of key historical events, people, and places in the Americas prior to 1876.
2) Identify and critique historical interpretations by analyzing issues in a historical context
3) Form a concise thesis statement and develop an argument
4) Examine current issues from a historical perspective
5) Communicate findings in an effective and concise manner
6) Develop professional skills that include working in teams, communicating with peers, and demonstrating personal responsibility for learning in class. (NEW Outcome)

National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE) Competencies
The National Association of Colleges and Employers identifies eight competencies for a career-ready workforce. “Career readiness is a foundation from which to demonstrate requisite core competencies that broadly prepare the college-educated for success in the workplace and lifelong career management.”[footnoteRef:1] The outcomes and assignments to this course attempt to link your learning in the classroom directly to skills that are desired by employers. You will see them mapped out in the assignment portion of this syllabus.  [1:  naceweb.org/career-readiness-competencies ] 


By achieving the course outcomes, you will simultaneously develop numerous NACE competencies

	Course Outcomes
	NACE Workplace Competencies

	Communicate findings in an effective and concise manner
	Communication

	Identify and critique historical interpretations by analyzing issues in a historical context
	Critical Thinking

	Develop professional skills that include working in teams, communicating with peers, and demonstrating personal responsibility for learning in class
	Professionalism 




Rationale for Inclusion of Course in UCC-21 Social Sciences (Tier 2)
In the transformation from knowledge to judgment, the course enables students to
· use multiple sources of information and knowledge regarding contemporary American society (including both literature and the arts) to evaluate competing hypotheses, form judgments, and provide their rationale.
· evaluate strengths and weaknesses of arguments and actions related to topics of American institutions/history.
· explain others’ values as well as their own, as historical personages within contemporary American society.
· form knowledge both independently and collaboratively within a student-centered, student-driven, exploratory learning environment.

Additional Information
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact Disability Services as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

General/Miscellaneous
This syllabus is for student and instructional planning.  I will try to follow it as closely as possible.  Cheating or plagiarism will result in an individual receiving a failure for the assignment; it may also result in a failure for the course and possible dismissal from the class and/or institution.  I reserve the right to issue the harshest penalty allowed by the university. 

Assigned Readings
The following books have been ordered through the university bookstore. 
Faust, Drew Gilpin. This Republic of Suffering: Death and the American Civil War (New York: Vintage, 2009) ISBN 978-0375703836

Larson, Eric, Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and the Fair that Changed America (New York: Vintage, 2004) ISBN 978-0375725609

Course Assignments
First, you are required to read all assigned pages from the texts and complete all assignments.  The course will consist of online discussion contributions and general participation.  Late assignments will be accepted no later than one additional class meeting and will result in the loss of one letter grade.  Still, you must inform me before the due date that you need additional time, or I will not accept the late assignment.  No make-ups will be allowed if no communication has taken place before the due date.  

PAPER ONE: 100 pts
PAPER TWO: 100 pts
ASSIGNMENT THREE: 100 pts
PAPER FOUR: 100 pts
CLASS CITIZENSHIP: 100 pts

	PAPERS: In 3 to 5 double-spaced pages attempt to link class discussions and readings from the assigned unit to contemporary issues related to death or disease in the United States. Please feel free to conduct outside research and explore writings about these issues online. Your paper should, however, employ at least four quotes from class readings as references. Your essay should include a clear introduction with an argument/thesis and the body of the paper should make links between the readings and class discussions and the materials or topics from outside of class that you are incorporating into your paper.  The audience for your paper is NOT ME!  Imagine you are writing this paper for someone outside of class.  Therefore, you need to write clearly and logically, as well as refrain from writing as though the person was present for our class discussions. 

TECHNICAL GUIDELINES: Papers should be submitted in a 12 point font and using a normal font type (Times New Roman, Calibri, Cambria, Helvetica, etc.).  Your paper should include one-inch margins and regular headers and footers (no more than one inch).  You can use any citation style you choose to include references, but please make clear the source material in the text and include a brief works cited page (this page does not count toward the 3- to 5-page minimum).  As a general rule, if you need to change the font, font size, margins, etc. after you've written your paper to meet the 3-page minimum, you probably need to write more. The average word count for a 3- to 5-page paper is between 750 and 1,250 words. Please download your paper to your desktop as a Word document before uploading it to Canvas for submission. 

	NACE COMPENTENCIES

Critical Thinking
Identify and respond to needs based upon an understanding of
situational context and logical analysis of relevant information.

Communication
Clearly and effectively exchange information, ideas, facts and
perspectives with persons inside and outside of an organization.

	CLASS CITIZENSHIP: This is a course in which you and your peers are invited to work together as budding scholars. In spite of the number of deadlines and requirements, you will have an exceptionally high degree of autonomy as you work. Rather than being a passive student tasked with learning facts, you will be an active, independent thinker whose job is to develop your own ideas and help your peers develop theirs. This kind of active, autonomous work is best undertaken in a mutually respectful and responsive environment—in other words, an environment in which everyone works collaboratively in a professional manner. The more initiative you take in following this model, the more rewarding the course will be for you. Our seminar format facilitates this kind of initiative: a seminar, unlike a lecture, takes its energy primarily from its participants rather than from its instructor. When a classroom is populated by good seminar citizens, that energy can be immensely powerful; in fact, the community of mutual critical support we establish together will be one of your most valuable resources.
Being a “good citizen” of the seminar means… 

•	consistently manifesting politeness and respect for your classmates.
•	always being on time and prepared for class; submitting written work on time.
•	participating actively in class by contributing thoughtful and thought-provoking comments and questions.
•	speaking not only to the professor but to other students
•	working energetically in small group or pair activities

	NACE COMPENTENCIES


Leadership
Recognize and capitalize on personal and team strengths to achieve
organizational goals.

Professionalism
Knowing work environments differ greatly, understand and
demonstrate effective work habits, and act in the interest of
the larger community and workplace.

Teamwork
Build and maintain collaborative relationships to work effectively
toward common goals, while appreciating diverse viewpoints and
shared responsibilities.




Grading Scale
Letter Grade 	
A 	A– 	B+ 	B 	B– 	C+ 	C 	C– 	D+ 	D 	F 
>93 	>90 	>87 	>83 	>80 	>77 	>73 	>70 	>67 	>60 	>0

Grading Feedback
Students should expect feedback on assignments within one week of submission unless I specifically provide notification via an in-class announcement of a different timeline.
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