 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1History 415: History of Indiana
Spring 2026, 2-3:15 p.m., TR
Dr. Etcheson

Office: Burkhardt 218, ext. 5-8725, netcheson@bsu.edu
Office hours: 9-10:30 a.m. TR, or by appointment

Communication:


Please contact me if you have questions or problems with an assignment or the course. Please let me know if there are personal issues that are keeping you from class or coursework. I may not need to know what those issues are, although in fairness to your fellow students, I may need documentation to excuse you from attendance. Bobby Knight said, the only place success comes before work is in the dictionary. You will have to do the work, but when life gets in the way of work, I cannot help you if I do not even know there is a problem.


Dr. Etcheson 

Course Description:


What is a Hoosier? What distinguishes a resident of Indiana from other Midwesterners or Americans? What characteristics do Hoosiers share with other Americans? Students will study the exploration, colonization, and development of the state from the earliest time to the present in order to understand what Indiana and its people share in common with other Americans and what makes the state and its people distinctive.
Course Learning Objectives:

Students will become familiar with major interpretations of Indiana history; be able to identify and explain major events, issues, ideas, and patterns in Indiana history; conduct research in primary and secondary sources; and construct their own evidence-based interpretations of Indiana history.

Course Materials:


James H. Madison, Hoosiers: A New History of Indiana (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2014). (On reserve at the library.)

Other readings are available on Canvas.

Assignments: 


Important Hoosiers Project: In honor of the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States, HIST 415 will be participating in the Ball State IN250 Digital Quilt Project.

Students will work in groups on an Important Hoosier. You will research your Important Hoosier and present your findings in a medium of your own choosing: podcast, poetry, short paper, music, artwork, or another medium approved by the instructor.


Important Hoosier Papers, 20%: You need to understand your Important Hoosier in historical context and the available primary sources about them. 


Each group member will turn in a 5-10 page paper examining either the historical literature (i.e., secondary sources) or primary sources about their Important Hoosier.


The group should divide the sources: at least one person should cover what historians have written; at least one person should cover the primary sources. Other groups members may cover either historical literature or primary sources, but be sure everyone writes about different sources.

1) Summarize what is in the sources, especially what they say about your Important Hoosier.

2) What are the major interpretations or the most important points of the sources, especially about your Important Hoosier? 

3) Do you see any changes in the interpretations about your Important Hoosier in the sources? Can you identify reasons for differences or changes in the sources? Were they written in a different time, from different perspectives, by friends or foes, of your Important Hoosier?

4) Which sources do you find most reliable and why? 


Remember that not all sources are equal. Your paper should include the important books, articles, or primary sources on a topic, not just anything you can find. 
Papers require formal documentation, including footnotes and bibliography. For guidance on how to format footnotes and bibliography, see the guide to “Documenting Sources” on Canvas.

Please use 12-point font, double space, and have one-inch margins on all sides. 

Late papers will have five points deducted and will not be accepted after 5 p.m., Feb. 25.

Important Hoosiers Digital Quilt Project, 20%: 
Each group will turn in their final project on their Important Hoosier. Projects will be assessed for their depth of research, soundness of interpretation, and quality of the final project.
Each member of the group must include a 1-3 page methodology paper and final bibliography.

The methodology paper should explain

1) why your group choose the medium that it did and your specific contribution to the final project; 
2) what you want readers/viewers of your project to understand about your Important Hoosier;
3) which sources were most important to creating your interpretation of your Important Hoosier and the content of your project and why those sources were important. Describe how you used these sources in your portion of the project.
The final bibliography should be divided into primary and secondary sources and entries should be formatted according to “Documenting Sources” which is available on Canvas.

Please use 12-point font, double space, and have one-inch margins on all sides. 

Late projects and methodology papers will have five points deducted and will not be accepted after 5 p.m., Mon., April 27.
Recommended websites:


Access Indiana Information Network (state government and newspapers) (http://www.in.gov/)

Ball State University Archives and Special Collections Digital Media Repository (http://libx.bsu.edu) 

Black Settlements, www.indianahistory.org/EBS 

Center for Middletown Studies, http://www.bsu.edu/middletown/
Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ 

Conner Prairie Rural History Project (http://www.ruralhistoryproject.com/)

Hoosier State Chronicles (Indiana newspapers), https://newspapers.library.in.gov/ 

Indiana County History, http://www.countyhistory.com/ 

Indiana Genealogical Society Web site: http://www.indgensoc.org
Indiana Historical Society (http://www.indianahistory.org/our-collections/library-and-archives
Indiana Historical Bureau (http://www.statelib.lib.in.us/www/ihb/resources/index.html)

Indiana History Online, http://www.in.gov/library/3126.htm 

Indiana Legislative Reports www.dlib.indiana.edu/collections/law/brevier
Indiana Magazine of History http://www.indiana.edu/~imaghist/
Indiana Memory (https://digital.library.in.gov/) 
Indiana Military History (http://www.indianamilitary.org/)
Indiana State and Local Government Archives (post-1997), https://libraries.indiana.edu/indiana-state-and-local-government-archive
Indiana State Archives (http://www.in.gov/icpr/archives/)

Indiana State Library holdings on the Klan (http://www.in.gov/library/2848.htm) 

Indiana State Digital Archives, http://indianadigitalarchives.org/ 

Indiana State Museum (http://www.in.gov/ism/home.asp)

Indians of the Midwest (http://publications.newberry.org/indiansofthemidwest) 

Library of Congress American Memory Collection (http://memory.loc.gov)


Newspaper Archive, http://access.newspaperarchive.com/us/Indiana 

Road to Statehood and Other Collections at IUPUI, http://ulib.iupui.edu/collections/ISC 

University of Michigan Making of America website (http://moa.umdl.umich.edu/)

STATS Indiana http://www.stats.indiana.edu/  

Indiana statistics David Rumsey map collection http://www.davidrumsey.com/view.html
Wabash Valley Visions and Voices:  A Digital Memory Project http://visions.indstate.edu/

Midterm, 20%: The midterm will have two parts. In part one, students will choose five terms and identify who or what it was, its date, and why it was significant for Indiana history. In part two, students will choose one of two essay questions. In the essay, they will discuss material from both lecture and reading to show that they have a sustained knowledge of that topic.


Final, 20%: The final is not cumulative and has the same length and structure as the midterm.

Participation, 10%: Class participation will be based on attendance and discussion. An A requires both excellent attendance and worthy contributions to the class.


In-class exercises, 10%: In-class exercises will consist of a short open-note quizzes about the readings, group discussion, or other exercises. They will be worth ten points. 
Attendance:

Students are expected to attend classes except for recognized absences for university-approved travel, bereavement, illness, or genuine emergencies. 
Students are responsible for informing the instructor in a timely manner of the reason for any absence and for providing any necessary documentation. Students should assume that all due dates and course requirements still apply. 

Incompletes will not be granted, and work will not be accepted, in cases where the instructor has not been kept informed. If a student has been absent for three or more consecutive class periods, and has failed to communicate with the instructor, he or she will not be allowed to return to class or turn in assignments without the instructor’s permission.
Grading Scale:


93-100%
A


67-69%
D+


90-92%
A-


63-66%
D



87-89%
B+


60-62%
D-


83-86%
B


0-59%

F


80-82%
B-


77-79%
C+


73-76%
C


70-72%
C-
Grades will be posted electronically on Canvas.
Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  

· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books). 

· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 

· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).

· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 

· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 

· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 

· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing). 

· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 

· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

 

No Generative AI Use
All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative AI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

Canvas: Canvas will house much of this course’s content and be the site for paper submissions. If you should have any difficulties with the technology please contact the BSU help desk at (765) 285-1517; web site: https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk. 

Academic Assistance:  If a student needs any assistance with the course, he or she should first seek out the instructor. Ball State also offers strong support with the Learning Center (bsu.edu/learningcenter or 765-285-1006) and Writing Center (to schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter).
University Statement:


We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Disabilities Statement:


If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Withdrawal: 

The full-term course withdrawal period ends Thurs., March 19. Through this date, students can elect to withdraw from a course; this process is completed through Self-Service Banner. A “W” will appear on your records for the course. The instructors’ permission is not required. For details, see Degree Requirements and Time Limits in the current Undergraduate Catalog.

This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

Week 1: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 1
Jan. 6: Introduction and Important Hoosiers
Jan. 8: The Natives (Read “Delaware Indian Dance”)
Week 2: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 1-2
Jan. 13: French Expansion (Read Vincennes in 1733 and 1763) 
Jan. 15: Colonial Frontier (Read George Croghan’s Journal)
Week 3: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 2
Jan. 20: American Revolution in the West (Read George Rogers Clark, “Our March upon Vincennes”)
Jan. 22: Important Hoosiers Groups and Sources for the Paper.
Week 4: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 2-3
Jan. 27: The Old Northwest (Read Little Turtle at the Treaty of Greenville, 1795)
Jan. 29: Indiana Territory (Read Chief Shabonee’s Account of Tippecanoe)
Week 5: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 3-4
Feb. 3: Statehood (Read Indenture of Milly and Opinion of John Johnson in Polly’s Case)
Feb. 5: Pioneers (Read Oliver Johnson, excerpts from Early Reminiscences of Marion County)
Week 6: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 6-7
Feb. 10: Indian Removal (Read excerpts from Benjamin Marie Petit Letters)
Feb. 12: Religion and Reform (Read Letters of Thomas and Sarah Pears)
Week 7: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 5, 7
Feb. 17: Antebellum Politics (Read Extracts from An Act to Provide for a General System of Internal Improvements). Important Hoosiers Paper due by 5 p.m. 
Feb. 19: Constitution of 1851 (Read Constitution of 1851)

Week 8: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 8
Feb. 24: Indiana in the Sectional Crisis (Read Indiana Reactions to the Kansas-Nebraska Act)
Feb. 26: Mid-term
Week 9: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 8
March 10: Indiana in the Civil War (Read Basil Duke, “Morgan’s Raid”)
March 12: Reconstruction (Read Oliver P. Morton, Masonic Hall Speech)
Week 10: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 10-11
March 17: Field Trip to Indiana State Library 
March 19: Gilded Age Politics (Read Benjamin Harrison, Inaugural Address)
Week 11: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 9-11
March 24: Gilded Age Economics (Read Eugene Debs, “How I Became a Socialist”)
March 26: Progressive Politics (Read Woman’s Franchise League Flyer, c. 1917)
Week 12: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 12
April March 31: World War I (Read Booth Tarkington, “Captain Schlotterwerz”)
April 2: The Twenties (Read Elmer Davis, “Have Faith in Indiana”)
Week 13: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 13
April 7: Indiana’s New Deal (Read John E. Fawcett, “A Hobo Memoir”)
April 9: Field Trip to Indiana Historical Society
Week 14: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 13-15
April 14: World War II (Read excerpts from Letters from Fighting Hoosiers)
April 16: Civil Rights (Read Richard Hatcher, Inaugural Address, 1968)
Week 15: Read Madison, Hoosiers, ch. 15-16
April 21: Counterculture (Read pamphlets for and against the Equal Rights Amendment)
April 23: Republicrats (Read Brian Groh, “The Radicalization of My Small Town”)

Important Hoosiers Projects and Methodology Papers due, 5 p.m., Friday, April 24.
All exam and in-class exercise makeups due by 5 p.m., April 24.
Final exam: Tuesday, April 28, 9:45-11:45 a.m.
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