PSYS 498: Independent Study in Psychology
Syllabus


Instructor: Dr. Dan Nardi			Email address: dnardi@bsu.edu
Phone: 765-285-1693				Mailbox: NQ 104
Office: NQ 114		Zoom: https://bsu.zoom.us/my/dnardi 



Catalog Description: Topics for independent study and research to be chosen and investigated in consultation with instructors with special competence in the area involved.  The credit hours may be accumulated in more than one semester. No more than 6 hours may be used to meet the requirements of the psychology major. Prerequisite: permission of the instructor. A total of 12 hours of credit may be earned, but no more than 3 in any one semester or term. 

Course Description: In PSYS 498 students will study at an advanced level a topic in psychological science not covered by an existing course or covered in more depth than is provided by an existing course, or will develop and carry out a research project. Students will be expected to develop and use critical thinking skills in addition to acquiring knowledge of the course topic.

Course Rationale: The Department of Psychological Science acknowledges that courses taught on a regular basis (i.e., those listed in the catalog) cannot cover the entire breadth and depth of psychological science and that experience in developing and carrying out original research is beneficial to students’ intellectual and professional development. PSYS 498 will provide students with the opportunity of studying a topic outside the regular curriculum, study a topic in a greater depth than that provided by the regular curriculum, or develop and carry out an original research project.

Course Objectives: Regardless of thematic topic, by the end of the term students who complete PSYS 498 will be able to:
1. explain the major theories and empirical and applied issues related to the topic of the course.
2.  identify the strengths and weaknesses of the major theories and research paradigms related to the topic of the course 
3. complete a literature review or other appropriate project that examines the most relevant sources of scholarship and summarizes the state of scientific knowledge concerning one or more aspects of the topic of study.
4.  reflect on any personal connections they have with the topic. 

In addition, students carrying out an original research project will be able to:
1. write a protocol for review of the research project by the  Institutional Review Board
2. use appropriate techniques to analyze the data generated by the research project
3. draw appropriate conclusions from the results of the data analysis
4. write a report of the research using the format and style prescribed by the American Psychological Association

Course Content, Format, and Bibliography: The course content will vary depending on the topic of the course.  The format, readings, and other assignments (e.g., progress reports) will be chosen by the instructor.

Course and Instructor Evaluation: Students will have an opportunity to participate in formal assessment of the course and the instructor’s teaching performance at the end of the term.

Special Needs: Please make an appointment to see the instructor as soon as possible if you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information that you wish to share, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated. 

Academic Integrity and Dishonesty: Academic integrity is central to the mission of Ball State University. Academic dishonesty not only undermines the value of the degrees of students who engage in it, it also creates a negative intellectual environment for honest students. All students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic integrity; no excuses will be accepted for cheating, plagiarism, or any other action indicating a student has not fulfilled his or her academic responsibilities in this course. Any verified instances of academic dishonesty - which includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, unauthorized cooperation among students on graded assignments, and obtaining extensions under false pretenses - will be penalized (specific penalty to be determined by the instructor). A second instance will result in the student being reported to University authorities for appropriate disciplinary action.

Evaluation: You will be evaluated based on the following points. Regular feedback by the instructor will be provided to the student so that, in case of a deficiency, the student may succeed.
· Attendance to the weekly meetings (20% of grade)
· Active participation in discussion (20% of grade)
· Professionalism displayed in relating to the instructor and other students (20% of grade)
· Willingness and interest in learning the skills and procedures involved in a research project (40% of grade)
Schedule: Based on the project, a schedule will be communicated by the instructor at the beginning of the semester with important dates.

