CJC 350: Evidence

Fall 2025 - INET

Instructor Information

Instructor: Wendy L. Watson

Contact: via Canvas Inbox
Messages received between M at 8 AM and F at 5 PM will receive a
response within 24 hours. Messages received after close of business on
Fridays or during holidays or school breaks may receive a slower
response.

Office Hours: In person (CSH Success Hub, 160 North Quad) M/W 3:00 — 4:30 PM
Remote (via Zoom) Tuesdays, 5:30 PM — 7 PM
Remote appointments available; schedule link on Canvas

Course Description and Learning Objectives

In this course, we will consider the nature of evidence in criminal proceedings. How can the
State meet its burden of proving guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, and how can defendants
counter the State’s assertions? Many people are accustomed to reading or viewing narratives of
criminal behavior, but courtrooms are more formal settings in which evidence must be presented
according to rules and in a manner that sometimes obscures that narrative. Yet the rules of
evidence that require that stilted presentation are critical to ensuring that defendants receive a fair
trial and that the integrity of the criminal justice system is maintained.

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to

e Explain and apply the Federal Rules of Evidence

e Articulate the rationale for those rules, with particular emphasis on ensuring reliability
and relevance while avoiding unnecessary prejudice and emotion
Distinguish between direct and circumstantial evidence
Identify the types of evidence presented in court (testimonial, physical, documentary, and
demonstrative)

e Explain the ethical obligations of various members of the criminal justice system to
ensure fairness through the presentation of evidence



Prerequisites

Criminal Justice and Criminology students: CJC 101, CJC 102, and CJC 250 or permission from
the department chairperson

Forensic Science students: FOR 101 and CJC 102 or permission from the department
chairperson

How to Succeed in This Course

I know that students come to this class with a variety of backgrounds and experiences. I have set
up the course so that you can succeed even if this content is quite new to you but so that you will
(hopefully) find enrichment even if you have a robust background in criminal justice. Moreover,
I welcome the perspectives of all students. We learn from each other as much as we learn from
the course material, and students with more advanced experience can improve their own
understanding by assisting students who are just getting their feet wet. So my first suggestion is
to participate! Ask questions, answer questions, challenge the readings, challenge each other,
challenge me ... As long as you are civil toward one another (and toward me), it’s all good.

But here are some concrete steps to help you best manage your time and energy in this class:

e Do the reading. Again, sounds obvious. But in this class, you are graded for the time and
effort you spend preparing for class by doing the readings. That’s how Perusall works.
More on that later.

e Do not wait until Sunday to do all the work for a week. Doing the entire week’s worth of
work (typically about 9 hours) in a single day will be exhausting, and your retention will
be lower. Moreover, if you have questions, I will not be around in the late evenings on
Sundays (I keep farmer’s hours and am asleep early). I am delighted to help you, but I
cannot do that when I am asleep.

e Plan ahead. Irecommend this to everyone in every class. Create a master calendar for
yourself and put down every due date you have in every class. Build in time for you to
actually do the work. For example, don’t just write down that your paper is due on
Tuesday; be sure to mark time in your calendar to brainstorm a topic, to do research, to
write a draft, to sleep on that draft, to edit, etc.

e Do not be afraid to make mistakes. You will rarely be penalized for making a mistake in
this course. You will be penalized for not trying. No one gets everything right all the
time, but it’s the effort and persistence that will get you across the finish line.

e Be realistic. If you know that you cannot sit down and focus on an assignment for four
hours straight, do not plan to do all the reading in a single evening. Spread it out. Know
yourself and embrace the you you actually are rather than the you you wish you were.



e Stay connected. Please set your Canvas notifications so that you receive an email (or
even a text notice) about announcements. Check your email daily and look for any
communication from me or your classmates. Actually read those things. Ask questions
and engage with your classmates and your instructor. Online classes can be lonely, but
you can still form connections in them with just a tiny bit of effort.

Here’s a suggested weekly schedule. This is just a suggestion. You have your own
commitments and learning style, and you should adapt accordingly.

e Monday night: open Perusall and skim through the titles and readings for the following
week. Just skim. You’re getting a big picture rather than trying to absorb information.

e Tuesday night and Wednesday night: actually do the reading for real. All the way
through. Focus your Perusall comments on questions you have.
Thursday, write your response to the weekly discussion board prompt.
Friday, Saturday, or Sunday: reread the material and write your required discussion board
responses. This time, try to answer your own and others’ questions. Take the time to
“emphasize” questions others asked that you share.

e Sunday evening, take the required weekly quiz.

Required Course Materials
There is one text to purchase for this course:
Garland. (2024) Criminal Evidence, 9¢. McGraw Hill.

Please note: in order to complete required course assignments, you need to access the text
through a digital platform called “Perusall.” If you buy a copy of the book from a source other
than the BSU bookstore (where you can obtain a specific digital access code), you will not be
able to complete critical assignments in this course. I realize that this means you cannot share
the book with a classmate or take advantage of the used book market.

All other required readings and course materials will be available free of charge through Canvas
or Perusall.

Evaluation of Students

While I am not a big fan of grades (they are imperfect reflections of student achievement and
they shift students’ goals from “learning” to “getting an A”), the university does require me to



give you a grade. To that end, your numerical score in this class will be based upon the
following components:

Perusall Assignments (15) 30%
Weekly Quizzes (15) 30%
Discussions (15) 25%
Brief Exams (3) 15%

I round your final class percentage using standard mathematical rounding. I do not make any
other changes to final class grades. Those final percentages translate into letter grades as
follows:

87-89 = B+ 77-79 = C+ 67-69 = D+
93-100=A 83-86 =B 73-76 =C 63-66 =D <60=F
90-92 = A- 80-82 = B- 70-72 = C- 60-62 = D-

See below for details about each component of your grade.

Assignments
Perusall Assignments

There are 15 weeks during the semester where we are covering new material. For each of those
weeks, you will need to prepare—in advance—by reading material assigned through the Perusall
platform. There is a link to Perusall in every Canvas module.

Perusall is a platform that makes your reading engaging and interactive. You can highlight short
passages in the reading and annotate them with comments, questions, challenges, or information
(such as definitions and links to outside resources). Those annotations are visible to a group of
your fellow students, and they can respond. This allows you to answer each others’ questions,
engage in conversation and debate, and “upvote” or “like” questions and comments.

Perusall keeps track of the number of times you access an assignment, the amount of time you
spend actively working on an assignment, whether you accessed all pages of the assignment, the
number and “quality” of comments and questions and responses you post, and your
liking/upvoting figures. It uses this information to generate a score for you. In other words, you
earn CREDIT in this class for doing the reading in an active and engaged way.

Each of the 15 Perusall assignments is due at midnight on the Sunday before we cover the
material in class. Your Perusall assignments are scored out of 100. You can check your score as
you go to ensure that you have achieved full credit before the assignment deadline (you will need
to check it in the Perusall environment; your score will not appear in Canvas until [ manually
transfer it to Canvas after the due date/time).



Weekly Quizzes

For each of our 15 modules, you will complete a short (10 question) quiz. The quizzes are
entirely objective in nature (multiple choice and true/false), and you may use your notes.

You do not need to use the lock-down browser in Canvas, but the quizzes are timed (20 minutes),
and you cannot backtrack in a quiz. (In other words, after you move from Question 1 to
Question 2, you cannot return to Question 1).

These two requirements—a time limit, and the inability to backtrack—sometimes cause students
to panic. Please do not. There are two reasons for these policies:

1. I want you to take notes on the course content, including the reading. You are allowed to
use your notes while you take the quizzes, but the time limit will prevent you from doing
a deep dive into the readings. If you have taken notes, organized them, and reviewed
them, you should have no difficulty with the quizzes.

2. While you are welcome to use your own notes on the quizzes, I do not want you
collaborating with each other on them. While you will all have the same questions, you
will not see them in the same order. So plan to rely on your own notes and your own big
brains.

Each quiz is worth 20 points.

Discussion Boards

For each of our 15 weeks, you will participate in a discussion board. I will provide a question,
and you will answer it. After you answer the question yourself, you will be able to see the
responses of your classmates. You are expected to engage with the responses of at least 2 of
your classmates. Your own post will likely be about 200 words in length. Responses to others
need to be more than “good point” or “I agree.” Think of these discussions as conversations. |
pose a question, and you get the conversation started with your answer. Your responses to others
should be add to the discussion. If you agree, why? If you disagree, why? What additional
information or perspective can you bring to either support or critique their position? How will
your response prompt even more discussion on the topic?

The rubric for discussion boards is available on Canvas; each discussion board assignment is
worth 20 points.



Brief Exams

Over the course of the semester, you will complete three brief exams. These exams each consist
of a single essay question. You have 2 hours to complete your response to that essay question.
For the first two brief exams, you will have a small handful of readings to complete before you
start the exam (these readings provide valuable context for the question, and I don’t want you to
have to rush through reading them). Exams will be evaluated according to a rubric which you
will be able to see when you open the exam; they are meant to provide you the opportunity to
show higher order learning, to integrate and apply the material to a practical question.

The third of these brief exams will occur during the final exam period, and it will be due by
11:59 PM on Thursday, December 11; this will give me time to score your exam before the end
of the term. All three of the brief exams will be submitted through Canvas.

Late Work and Attendance

Timely completion of assignments are expected. However, we all know that sometimes things
happen. You might have a doctor’s appointment, a family wedding, a university event, or a day
when you simply cannot put one foot in front of the other. Accordingly, there is some wiggle
room built into our system.

We will be using a token system for latitude on due dates and attendance. Each student will start
the semester with 10 tokens (you will see your balance in a column in the gradebook). You can
submit a token redemption request (via Canvas) in order to receive:

A 1-week extension on a Perusall assignment;

A 1-week extension on a quiz;

A 1-week extension on a discussion board assignment; or
A 1-week extension on Brief Exam 1 or 2.

Note that tokens must be submitted within 48 hours of the missed deadline; there are no
extensions for or opportunities to rewrite the fourth short paper or complete the extra credit
assignment because it is due at the end of the term.

Accommodations and Class Environment

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing
the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We
promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.



If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the
instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates
services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that
office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at
765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Please also be mindful of the need for civil discourse. We will discuss many issues on which
reasonable minds can differ. You do not need to agree with anyone in the class (even your
instructor), but you do need to communicate with one another in a respectful way. If you believe
that another student or the instructor has said something that could be hurtful or dismissive of
another person’s identity or experience, please let the instructor know. Every student in this class
should feel comfortable engaging in full and robust discussion about course content.

Note that your instructor’s atypical neurology renders them particularly sensitive to sounds,
smells, and sudden movements. You are welcome to eat and drink in class, but do be mindful of
how foods smell and the sound of wrappers and chewing. Similarly, if you need to arrive late or
leave early, try to do so as quietly as possible.

Additional Policies and Resources

Freedom of Expression

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual
diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State
Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy,
compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions.
Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball
State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Title IX

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all
students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual
assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The
University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident,
please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at
titleix(@bsu.edu.

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title I1X policy and required to report
any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared
in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.


https://www.bsu.edu/data/blocks/accordionv2-blocks/administrative-offices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
http://bsu.edu/titleix
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced
sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant
chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,

e Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on
deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or
referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.

e Ifacomplaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin
following University policy.

University Grade Appeal Policy

If you believe that I have submitted an incorrect grade for you, please contact me directly ASAP.
I am a human being, and sometimes I make mistakes. I am always happy to fix them. If you
believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness
or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades
are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and
Process.

Student Academic Ethics Policy

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university
community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the
foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To
maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and
creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds
and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity
website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly,
and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity
expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage
(cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying
academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check
with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of
academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:

e Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, Al tools,
hidden notes, and open books)

e Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course
Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).


https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity

e Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded
assignments, class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students
or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).

Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.

Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)
Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.
Soliciting others to complete work for you.

The Learning Center

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball
State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments.
To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic
Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.ecab.com.

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have
received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in
the Learning Center.

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course,
that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly
study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit
bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.

The Basic Needs Hub

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep,
and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The
Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students. To
talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or
learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.

The Counseling Center

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students.
The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you
can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at
765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling
with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.


http://bsu.navigate.eab.com/
http://bsu.edu/learningcenter
https://www.instagram.com/ballstatelc/
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which
include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment,
you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit
your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as
connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based
resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources
through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our
website, can be found here.


https://linktr.ee/bsucc

