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Ball State University 
ECYF 648 

Play and Creativity in Early Childhood  
Fall 2025 

 

           
 

 
Course Overview 
 
The role of play and creative experiences in the development and learning of young children 
are explored. Addresses the philosophy, techniques, and complexities of providing creative and 
play experiences for young children.  
 
Course Objectives 
 
By completing the requirements for this course, students will...  

1. Develop a broad understanding of the nature of creativity and play.  

2. Become aware of criteria for a creative play environment for young children.  

3. Learn strategies for helping young children develop their natural creative tendencies.  

4. Be able to plan developmentally appropriate creative play activities for young children.  

5. Understand and respect the value of creative play for young children’s physical, social, 

emotional, and intellectual growth.  

6. Gain knowledge of the adult’s role in young children’s play.  

7. Examine research in the areas of creativity and play.  

8. Develop knowledge of current issues surrounding creativity and play.  

  
Required Texts 
 
Bohart, H., Charner, K., & Koralek, D. (Eds.). (2015). Spotlight on young children: Exploring play. 
Washington, DC: NAEYC.  

Brown, S. & Vaughn, C. (2010). Play: How it shapes the brain, opens the imagination and 
invigorates the soul. New York, NY: Avery.  
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Jones. E. & Reynolds, G. (2011). The play’s the thing: Teachers’ roles in children’s play (2nd Ed). 
New York: Teacher’s College Press.  

Nell, M., Drew, W., & Bush, D. (2013). From play to practice: Connecting Teachers play to 
children’s learning. Washington, DC: NAEYC.  

Additional Readings: Additional required readings will be included in each learning module. 
These readings will be available via online links, as PDF’s or through the BSU Library Course 
Reserves System.  

ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION LINK AVAILABILITY WINDOW/GRADING TIMELINE  

Assignment submission links are set to open at 12:00 pm BSU time, the Thursday prior to the 
due date. Assignment grading will not begin until the assignment due date has closed. 
Assignment, activities, finals & discussion board grade turnaround time is typically 7 – 10 days.  

MODULE LAUNCH/AVAILABILITY DATES  

Modules will launch on the beginning module date found in the COURSE CALENDAR at 10:00 
am BSU time.  

FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE  

Ball State’s Final Exam schedule policy requires students to complete final exams during Finals 
Week on the assigned dates. According to the BSU Final Exam Policy, finals may not be taken 
ahead of time, nor after the course assigned examination date – (No exceptions). Please plan 
ahead for your final due date and the timeline.  

*DOCTORAL STUDENTS  

Doctoral students must contact the instructor during the first week of the course to provide 
information about their course of study, areas of interest/specialization, a timeline for 
completion of comprehensive written exams, doctoral committee chair’s name, etc. Once this 
information is obtained, your instructor, in consultation with your committee chair, will develop 
an additional project and/or series of assignments that will help you to fulfill requirements for 
the doctoral program and enhance your studies.  

USE OF STANDARD ENGLISH, PROFESSIONAL/GRADUATE LEVEL WRITER’S VOICE & APA  

Use of standard English is expected for all assignments in this course. As emerging academic 
scholars in our field, a portion of your grade for each assignment will be based on mechanics of 
writing (APA citation, grammar, punctuation, spelling, organization of ideas, etc.) ALL work is 
expected to be of graduate level quality, professional and written in a scholarly writer’s voice. 
Therefore, points will be deducted for incorrect grammar, spelling, punctuation, APA citation 
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and/or non-standard use of English. Written work, including in-text citations and reference lists, 
must follow the editorial guidelines set forth by the American Psychological Association (APA). 
*PLEASE USE THE APA CITATION FORMAT FOUND IN YOUR APA REQUIRED TEXT.  

THE WRITING CENTER AT BALL STATE  

One key to improving your writing is getting feedback and revision suggestions on your text 
during the writing process. The Writing Center at Ball State offers free writing feedback sessions 
(online or face-to-face) to all students on essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web 
content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print 
texts. You can make an appointment by going to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter, stopping by 
Robert Bell 295, or by calling 765- 285-8370.  

ATTENDACE POLICY FOR ONLINE COURSE 

Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success. In online 
courses, this takes the form of participation in discussion via forums, chat, and other electronic 
means provided. As this is an online course, it is up to every student to stay on track and not fall 
behind. You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates. Developing a routine 
is essential. All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date. 
Assignments submitted late may be subject to a reduction in points or no points at all. You may 
only submit assignments late with my permission. 

 Attendance in Ball State University online classes is measured by your active participation in 
course activities at least once each week. Be sure to complete your coursework as assigned to 
ensure you are recorded as attending the course. You must be constantly aware of the 
deadlines and meet those deadlines. This is NOT AN INDEPENDENT STUDY course, so you MUST 
work along at the pace set for the course.  You may NOT work ahead. ALL due dates are 
ENFORCED!! 

DUE DATES AND LATE ASSIGNMENTS  

Students are expected to complete and submit assignments by the designated due date and 
time. Due dates are provided within announcements and course modules. Assignments must be 
submitted no later than 11:59PM (EST) on the designated due date unless specified otherwise. 

**Due to the length of time provided to complete each module, LATE submissions will NOT be accepted 
unless documentation of a physician’s note is submitted to the course instructor for late submission 
consideration. In the event of an emergency or death in the family, please contact the course instructor 
as soon as possible to coordinate “instructor approved,” alternative due date(s). If accepted late, they 
will be subject to 10%-point deduction. With this in mind, it is essential that you pay close attention to 

all due dates and times. Please remember all due dates are set within the CANVAS at BSU time. If you 
live or work outside of the BSU time zone, please allow ample time for the time difference. (Depending 
on individual circumstances, previously negotiated and preapproved late submissions may result in 
reduction of letter grade per course instructor’s discrepancy.)  
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IMPORTANT: The Final Reflection (i.e., final exam) MUST be submitted by 5:00 PM on the 
designated due date. A Final exam submitted after 5:00 PM on the designated due date will be 
assigned a grade of 0. 

SUBMISSION OF ASSIGNMENTS  

Prior to submission of assignments, students must name and save files on their computer in the 
following format: last name, followed by first letter of first name –assignment name. When 
assignments are named and saved this way, each student’s submitted work is easily identified 
by the professor following the download process.  

Ex: sydnorj-module2assignment.doc  
sydnorj-finalreflection.doc  
sydnorj-IQ.doc  

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT  

Students are expected to have access at all times to appropriate technology, hardware, email 
and software required to complete this course. Free or discounted Word, PPT, and other 
software are available from BSU via download. Students should contact CANVAS Support 
and/or the University Computing Services HelpDesk for technology-related questions and 
problems. The HelpDesk can be contacted by phone (765- 285-1517) or e-mail 
(helpdesk@bsu.edu). Students on campus can stop by the HelpDesk in the Bracken Library 
building (BL), room 101. Online chat is also available to help resolve technology problems. A link 
to the technology HelpDesk is included on the BSU site.  

****Technology File Save & Upload Reminders  

As with all technology, unpredictable technical issues occur from time to time. Therefore, it is YOUR 
responsibility to verify after loading a post or assignment submission that your entry posts and 

displays/confirms time recorded. In the event that the CANVAS times out and this results in lost data, 

you should always SAVE file copies of your original Discussion posts and assignments prior to posting or 
upload on your own hard drive or flash drive. *Unless prior arrangements have been preapproved by 
the course instructor a “0” will be recorded for assignments or discussions that are missing or do not 
appear in the CANVAS Grading Environment by the due date.  

IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSITY & INCLUSION STATEMENT & BIAS RESPONSE TEAM 
INFORMATION 

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, 
and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are 
welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State 
and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in 
our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found at 

http://cms.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter.  
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AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY  

Ball State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, marital status, age, or disability in employment, admission, or the provision of services, 
educational programs and activities, and provides, upon request, reasonable accommodation 
including auxiliary aids and services necessary to afford individuals with disabilities an equal 
opportunity to participate in all programs and activities. For information regarding 
nondiscrimination policies contact the Office of Equal Opportunity. 

*SPECIAL NEEDS, COURSE ADAPTATIONS OR ACCOMMODATION REQUESTS  

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me 
within the first week of the semester. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services 
for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office 
before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at (765) 285-
5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.  

If you are experiencing mental health concerns, telehealth services are available. 

LEARNING CENTER SERVICES  

The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses on campus, including science and 
humanities, modern languages, math and business, help with any writing task, and study 
strategies such as time management, test taking, note taking, and effective textbook reading. 
Call 765-285-3780 or Live Chat online at www.bsu.edu/learningcenter.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY/PLAGIARISM  

“As students of the university you must conduct yourself in accordance with the highest 
standards of academic honesty and integrity. Academic dishonesty includes any type of 
cheating or plagiarism, both inadvertent and intentional. Academic dishonesty by a student will 
not be tolerated and will be treated in accordance with the BSU Code of Student Rights and 
Responsibilities, Section 7 (Student Academic Ethics Policy, sections 7.2.2a-d). An ethics 
violation, depending on the severity, can lead to a zero for the assignment, failure of the 
course, or expulsion from BSU. Per University policy, all ethics violations, even if resolved at the 
instructor level, are reported to the University. Everything you turn in must be your own 
original work. If you are unclear about this policy or my expectations, you must notify me 
immediately. Claiming that you did not understand the concepts of plagiarism, proper 
referencing, or cheating will not be an acceptable defense after you have already turned in an 
assignment.” (BSU Statement on Academic Dishonesty)  

We are strongly committed to assigning grades based on students’ honest efforts on exams and 
other class assignments. All students are expected to maintain the highest standards of 
academic honesty. There will be no excuses accepted for plagiarism, cheating, or any other act 

mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/practicum/referral
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that suggests the student has not fulfilled his/her academic responsibilities in this course. 
Consequences of academic dishonesty will be determined by the professor after meeting with 
the student suspected of a violation of this policy; faculty members are authorized to assign 
penalties up to an “F” in the course.  

Except in those instances when students are engaged in collaborative efforts, it will be expected 
that students will complete and submit their own work. Ideas taken verbatim or paraphrased 
from other sources should be clearly acknowledged through the inclusion of appropriate 
reference notes. When in doubt regarding the appropriate way to handle a specific situation, 
students should consult with the course instructor. No excuse will be accepted for plagiarism, 
cheating, or any other act, which suggests a student has not fulfilled the academic 
responsibilities in this course.  

All assignments completed in this course must be original work and not previously used to fulfill 
the requirements for any other Ball State course. For example, a brochure, paper, or PPT 
presentation developed for another course may not be used as part of any assignment or 
project for this course. 

Except in those instances when students are engaged in collaborative efforts, it will be expected 
that students will complete and submit their own work. Ideas taken verbatim or paraphrased 
from other sources should be clearly acknowledged through the inclusion of appropriate 
reference notes. When in doubt regarding the appropriate way to handle a specific situation, 
students should consult with the course instructor. No excuse will be accepted for plagiarism, 
cheating, or any other act, which suggests a student has not fulfilled the academic 
responsibilities in this course. 

AI STATEMENT  

As you work on and submit assignments this semester, know that using generative AI tools to 
complete your assignments is a violation of Ball State’s Academic Ethics Policy unless the AI use 
is explicitly approved by the faculty member. In general, students may not submit any work 
generated by an AI program as their own. Doing so is plagiarism. In courses and assignments 
where AI use is permitted, faculty will have guidelines for that use. Work created outside of 
those guidelines will be considered an Academic Ethics Policy violation. If a student’s grade is 
affected by an academic ethics violation, faculty are required to report the violation to the 
Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs who oversees the Student Academic Ethics 
policy and maintains records of its violations.  

EMERGENCY RESPONSE GUIDELINES  

The Ball State University Emergency Response Guidelines are available at 
http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/emergencyprepared. We will review the 
procedures for responding to on-campus emergencies during the first week of class.  
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

While participating in P-6 schools, teacher candidates should familiarize themselves with 
emergency response protocols of all kinds. Many types of emergencies can occur while you are 
in a school; such as severe weather, active shooter, or fire to name a few. It is your 
responsibility to request that your cooperating practicum teacher review the emergency 
response guidelines for your class and for the school. In addition, all teacher education 
candidates are required to complete CRASE (Civilian Response to Active Shooter Events) 
training during their academic career at BSU. Please notify your instructor at the beginning of 
the semester if you have special needs or will require assistance related to your ability to 
prepare for or respond to emergencies.  

COURSE CONTENT OWNERSHIP & COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT  

As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. 
Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without permission. 
Students also may not record classes without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing 
course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Contact and/or The Information Technology 
Users' Privileges and Responsibilities Policy. 
https://ballstate.policytech.com/dotNet/documents/?docid=244&public= true  

Any violations will be referred to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director of Student Rights and Community 
Standards.  

STATEMENT ABOUT INDIANA STANDARDS  

All lesson and activity plans created in EDEL Core Classes need to include standards from the 
Indiana State Academic Standards available at www.doe.in.gov/standards.  

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK  

The conceptual framework for Ball State University’s professional education program is an 
underlying structure that sets forth a vision of professional competence in education. The 
conceptual framework revolves around the elements of expertise, engagement, and context. 
The mission of the professional education program at Ball State University is to prepare 
engaged educational experts who are sensitive and responsive to the contextual bases of 
teaching, learning, and development. The BSU Conceptual Framework for Professional 
Education may be accessed from the Teachers College home page. Specific information about 
the BSU Conceptual Framework for Professional Education may be accessed at:  

http://cms.bsu.edu/- 
/media/WWW/DepartmentalContent/Teachers/PDFs/cncptlfrmwrk_sept2 009.pdf  

This course will address the conceptual framework in the following ways:  
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Expertise: Candidates will appreciate and understand children’s play as an expression of their 
emerging understandings as foundational to planning developmentally appropriate experiences 
for young children. As candidates create or construct their own new understanding or 
knowledge through the interaction of what they already now and believe and the ideas, events, 
and activities with which they come into contact, new ideas, opinions and conclusions are 
formulated. Collaborative inquiry, experiential learning, project-based learning, and integrative 
learning are emphasized as preferred pedagogy.  

Engagement: Hands-on pedagogy is emphasized as candidates observe characteristics of 
children’s play in real world settings. Throughout the course, candidates interact with fluid, 
symbolic, and constructive materials to increase their understanding of properties and benefits 
to children’s development. Candidates are encouraged to expand their own creative 
development through exercises challenging their own divergent thinking.  

Context: Candidates are challenged to examine their personal relationships with lay and 
creative development and reflect on course content within the context of their own experience. 
Children are presented as active constructors of their own knowledge. The relationship of 
children’s play to experiences and perceptions within daily existence is emphasized. The 
provision of experiences that challenge children’s previous conceptions of existing knowledge is 
accentuated as a principle role of the teacher. Processes of “knowing” and “finding out” are 
viewed as inseparable and equally valid.  

STANDARDS  

The following standards from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) 
are relevant to this course:  

GEN.EC.I Understanding Young Children  

Accomplished early childhood teachers use their knowledge of child development and their 
relationships with children and families to understand children as individuals and to plan in 
response to their unique needs and potentials.  

GEN.EC.II Equity, Fairness, and Diversity  

Accomplished early childhood teachers model and teach behaviors appropriate in a diverse 
society by creating a safe, secure learning environment for all children; by showing appreciation 
of and respect for the individual differences and unique needs of each member of the learning 
community; and by empowering children to treat others with, and to expect from others, 
equity, fairness, and dignity.  

GEN.EC.IV Promoting Child Development and Learning  
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Accomplished early childhood teachers promote children’s cognitive, social, emotional, 
physical, and linguistic development by organizing and orchestrating the environment in ways 
that best facilitate the development and learning of young children.  

GEN.EC.V Knowledge of Integrated Curriculum  

On the basis of their knowledge of how young children learn, of academic subjects, and of 
assessment, accomplished early childhood teachers design and implement developmentally 
appropriate learning experiences that integrate within and across the disciplines.  

GEN.EC.VI Multiple Teaching Strategies for Meaningful Learning  

Accomplished early childhood teachers use a variety of practices and resources to promote 
individual development, meaningful learning, and social cooperation.  

 
 


