
Theatre 319: Theatre History 2 
Summer 2026 - Online only 

 
Instructor: Dr. Tyler Smith 
Office: WQ 102 
Mailbox: Theatre and Dance Office, WQ 102 
Office Hours: By appointment only, but I’m on campus, so e-mail me if you want to meet in 
person 
E-mail: tasmith2@bsu.edu 
  
A brief note:  Yes, this is a long syllabus.  There are a lot of details in it, because frankly, that’s 
the only way to put together a syllabus that lets you know what I expect. It’s a guidebook, an 
instruction manual, and a contract.  
 
Course Rationale: This is your craft and where it came from.  If you need a rationale for taking 
this course, then I think you may be in the wrong profession.  Modern Theatre History is the 
study of the foundations of your everyday life and your everyday art.  It’s about making fine-grain 
observations and giant-picture conclusions.  It’s about getting outside of your own head and 
learning what the world was like before you were born, and how brilliant people engaged that 
world onstage.   
 
Course Objectives 
1. To sharpen you into insightful and knowledgeable thinkers about and makers of theatre. 
2. To know what happened in the world from 1800 to the end of the 20th century.  Get your 
history straight.   
3.  To know what happened on stage from 1800 to the end of the 20th century.  Get your art 
straight. 
4. To examine the way in which #2 and #3 create the dynamic, unending whirlwind which is art 
and life. 
5. To research the hell out of anything using excellent sources and great contextual insights. 
6. To write and speak with insight, clarity, self-reflection, and an engaging and engaged voice. 
7. To better understand the world outside of the theatre. 
8. AND A COURSE OBJECTIVE YOU WEREN’T EXPECTING: To learn to work quickly and 
under pressure and without a face-to-face instructor holding you accountable.  Nine-ish weeks is 
an extremely short time in which to cover this material, even if this is the only class you’re 
taking. Stay on task. Learn to manage your time, because there is precious little of it and it goes 
by very quickly. 
 
Textbooks:  
Plays: All plays will be made available digitally in the “Files” area of Canvas. Here are the plays 
for the semester: 

1.​ Uncle Tom’s Cabin, by George Aiken 
2.​ Hedda Gabler, by Henrik Ibsen 
3.​ Machinal, by Sophie Treadwell 
4.​ Death of a Salesman, by Arthur Miller 
5.​ Waiting for Godot (we will watch a filmed version), by Samuel Beckett 
6.​ Zoot Suit, by Luis Valdez 



7.​ for colored girls..., by Ntozake Shange 
8.​ Top Girls, by Caryl Churchill 
9.​ Angels in America, Millennium Approaches, by Tony Kushner 

 
- Course Reading Packet (digital) – click here for access 
 
Assignments and Grading 
Overview: Your grade for this class will be assessed according to the following criteria: 
 
Digital Reading Packet Quizzes (13@10 points each)​ 130  
Midterm Exam​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 120 
Final Exam (Comprehensive)​ ​ ​ ​ 180 
Research Video​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 100 
Research Paper​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 110 
Lecture Responses (12@15 points each)​​ ​ 180 
Discussion Contribution (12@20 points each)​ ​ 240 
TOTAL: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1150 
 
Grade Breakdown: 
92.5-100%​ A 
90-92.4%​ A- 
87.5-89.9%​ B+ 
82.5-87.4%​ B 
80-82.4%​ B- 
77.5-79.9%​ C+ 
72.5-77.4%​ C 
70-72.4%​ C- 
67.5-69.9%​ D+ 
62.5-67.4%​ D 
60-62.4%​ D- 
000-59.9%​ F 
 
Quizzes: There will be twenty-four objective quizzes covering the assigned reading material 
(Digital Packet Quizzes and Reading Quizzes).  Each will consist of objective questions 
(true/false, multiple choice, matching, etc.) and will be worth ten points.   
 
All quizzes will be administered using Canvas.  Each quiz must be completed before 11:59 p.m. 
on the date indicated in the course calendar (see below).  You can take the quizzes from any 
computer at any location.  Once you start taking a quiz, you will have ten minutes to complete it.   
 
Lecture Response: You will be required to complete a Lecture Response for each of the twelve 
units.  These responses will consist of one to three questions worth a total of fifteen points and 
will be administered through Canvas. The responses are NOT timed, but must be finished in one 
sitting (you can’t close Canvas and come back to the question later). 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BwhWsILeKMNndDRZUm85aTBFN3M?resourcekey=0-ji1Wtt0_k4U6mVvuA-zs7w&usp=sharing


Discussion Contribution: Because this is an online course, discussion will take place via 
electronic means only.  This does not mean that discussion is unimportant, however, as the 
application of lecture concepts to the plays we read is fundamental to this course.  You must 
therefore a) demonstrate your ability to do this and b) interact with your fellow students’ 
discussions as well. Unit Discussions will take place on Discussion Boards in Canvas. Click on 
the first Discussion Board for instructions and expectations. 
 
Exams:  Your two exams will also be given using Canvas.  They will consist of objective 
questions, short answer questions, and an essay.  The final exam IS comprehensive. Because this 
is an online class, exams will not be proctored or be given in testing labs.  They will be timed, 
however, and your essay responses will be expected to be of a higher quality than if you were 
taking the exam in a testing lab. The exams must be completed before the times/dates listed on 
the course calendar.   
 
Research Paper and Video: Each member of the class will be responsible for researching a play 
from the era covered in this class (the years between 1850 and 2000) that is NOT written by a 
playwright that we already read or, if you’re a theatre major, by a playwright you read in 
Aesthetics / Script Analysis.. You’ll write a research paper and also create a video lecture (backed 
by extensive research, notes, and citations) that informs the rest of the class about the subject.  
The full assignment prompt is available on Canvas or by clicking here. 
 
Policies 
Minimum Grade Policy:  
The lowest acceptable grade in a course for credit toward a major or minor in Theatre or Dance is 
D.  Any student receiving a D- or lower must retake the course in order to receive credit towards a 
major or minor in the department.  
 
Please keep in mind that I grade each assignment purely on its own merits.  When grading, I do 
not take into consideration an individual’s semester point total, and as such your final grade for 
the semester is exactly that: final.   
 
Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty – both intentional and unintentional – is an offense 
that the university takes very seriously, as do I.  Please see the Ball State Student Academic 
Ethics Policy, which defines the parameters of academic dishonesty.  The penalties for academic 
dishonesty in this course will begin at a minimum of a deduction of 200 points (with no points 
awarded for the assignment in question) and can be as severe as suspension or expulsion from the 
university.  This covers all forms of academic dishonesty, but two in particular that are a recurring 
issue in this class: 
 

1.​ Generative AI: All written work submitted for all assignments in this class must be your 
own. The use of AI to compose writing is academic dishonesty. You may make light use 
of Grammarly or similar to check / clean up grammar and syntax, but that is all. 

2.​ Plagiarism: Cite your sources, folks. See me if you need more information.  
 
Late Work:  All work is due at 11:59 p.m. on the days indicated in the course calendar.  Quizzes 
cannot be made up.  Once the quiz availability period has ended, you have missed your chance.  
Other assignments may be turned in late, but you will be penalized ten percent per day. By “day” 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iXhF5bX62dYevpdxgoqFaNrM630mCh-Q2209vp9XFW4/edit?usp=sharing


I mean “twenty-four-hour period.”  If an assignment is due on Friday at 11:59 p.m. and you 
submit it to Canvas at 12:01a.m. Saturday, it is one day late.   
 
Course Website: Canvas.  It’s all on Canvas. 
 
Communication: I will make frequent use of e-mail to send out course updates and 
announcements.  You are required to check your Ball State e-mail at least once a day during the 
week to stay current. Aside from stopping by my office, e-mail is the best way to contact me 
regarding any questions or concerns.  However, be aware that I only check and respond to work 
e-mail Monday-Friday between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.  A last-second question does not 
guarantee an immediate answer.  
 
Disability and Other Accommodations: If you need course adaptations or accommodations 
because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you 
need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment 
with me as soon as possible.  My office hours and location are listed at the top of the syllabus. For 
further information, contact the Disabled Student Development Student Center at 285-5293 or 
dsd@bsu.edu.   
 
 
 
 


