MBA 651: Economic Analysis for Managers
Spring 2026

· Instructor: Dr. John Horowitz
· Office: WB 201 (or virtual via Zoom)
· Office Phone: 765-285-5360
· EMAIL: jhorowitz@bsu.edu

Please get in touch with me by Canvas Inbox or by email. I will try to respond within 24 hours (excluding weekends). I make no guarantees about responding to emails sent late at night or on weekends.

Catalog Description:
The purpose of this course is to apply economic principles to improve the decisions made by managers. Topics include supply and demand, marginal analysis, the impact of market structure (i.e., competitive, monopoly, and oligopoly), and the organization of the firm.

Course Objective:
Apply microeconomics to analyze, understand, and solve complex problems in real-world situations.
Dedicated Student Hour (optional): See Canvas for the Zoom link and date.

Required Text (online access):
Michael Baye, Managerial Economics and Business Strategy, 10th edition, McGraw-Hill/Irwin with Connect. McGraw-Hill Connect has a copy of the digital textbook, course readings, and homework. See Canvas for registration details at a discounted rate.

Course Requirements:
1. Quizzes are worth 35% of the course grade. Quizzes are on Canvas.
a. Quizzes are open-book.
b. You take your quizzes on Canvas, where the computer randomly selects questions from a question pool.
c. You may take the quizzes up to 3 times. Canvas keeps your highest grade.
d. You may take your second and third attempts on the quizzes after the deadline until Wednesday of Finals Week.
e. Canvas automatically drops the lowest two percentage quiz grades for the quizzes that have grades.
2. Discussion Boards are worth 15% of the course grade. Discussion Boards are on Canvas.
a. Students must have a minimum of 2 "substantial" comments in each forum—fifty percent credit for one comment. Please keep posts to one to two paragraphs (excluding the URL used for citation). Discussion board posts should directly apply the course material to a concrete, real-world example. Responses to posts of other students are also welcome if they provide substantive feedback.
b. Canvas automatically drops the lowest two discussion board grades for discussion boards with grades.
3. Homework Assignments are worth 25% of the course grade. On McGraw-Hill CONNECT
a. Access is through Assignments in Canvas
b. You must finish the assignments by the deadline.
c. Canvas automatically drops the lowest two homework grades for assignments that have grades.
4. The Comprehensive Final Exam is worth 25% of the course grade. On Canvas with Lockdown Browser
a. You can take the final exam on the course Canvas site under modules. Like the quizzes, the computer randomly chooses the questions. You can take the final up to three times. Canvas keeps your highest score. 
b. The proctored final will require a webcam. The final will be proctored through Respondus Monitor on Canvas.
c. The final is a closed-book exam. You may write notes on six pages of letter-size paper (or three pages written on both sides). You can also use a calculator and blank scratch paper.
d. The final examination window starts on Wednesday, December 3, and ends on Friday, December 12 at 11:59 pm.

Grade Distribution (automatically calculated in Canvas)
A: 100-91.5%, A-: 91.49-89.5%, B+: 89.49-87.0%, B: 86.99-81.5%, B-: 81.49-79.0%, C+: 78.99-77.0%, C: 76.99-74.0%, C-:
73.99-70.0%, D+: 69.99-67.0%, D: 66.99-64.0%, D-: 63.99-61.0%, F: 60.99-0.0%


MBA Learning Competencies:
1. Leadership: Develop leadership skills.
2. Ethics: Recognize and address ethical business issues.
3. Analytics: Apply econometrics and data analytics.
4. Decision-making: Demonstrate effective evidence-based decision-making.
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible.

Students are expected to adhere to University guidelines on academic integrity as presented in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities. Please read these guidelines carefully. Students who violate them will earn an F for the class.
Ball State Academic Ethics www.bsu.edu/studentrights/academicethics BSU Grade appeal policy www.bsu.edu/studentrights/gradeappeal
Taylor Letter to my students: https://academicconduct.umbc.edu/files/2018/12/letterToMyStudents.pdf
ONLINE RESOURCES: A BSU network account for email and Canvas. A Connect account for homework.

University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within five school days after the Office of the Registrar posts final grades. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.]

Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty.
	Tentative Course Outline and Schedule

	Week
	Reading
	Home Work
	Quiz
	Discussion Board

	Week 1:
Jan 5
	Module 1: Market Forces. Baye Ch 1: Fundamentals of Managerial Econ
	
	
	

	Week 2:
Jan 12
	Module 1: Market Forces. Baye Ch 2: Supply and Demand
	Chap 1
	
	Supply and Demand.

	Week 3:
Jan 19
	Module 2: Consumer Behavior. Baye Ch 3: Quantitative Demand Analysis: Elasticities and
Regression Analysis
	Chap 2
	Q 1
	Elasticities & Regression Analysis.

	Week 4:
Jan 26
	Module 2: Consumer Behavior. Baye Ch 4: Theory of Individual Behavior: Budget
Constraints and Indifference Curves
	Chap 3
	Q 2
	Consumer Behavior: Budget Constraints and Indifference
Curves.

	Week 5:
Feb 2
	Module 3: Production & Costs. Baye Ch 5: Production and Costs
	Chap 4
	Q 3
	Production and Costs.

	Week 6:
Feb 9
	Module 3: Production & Costs. Baye Ch 6: Input Markets and the Organization of the
Firm
	Chap 5
	Q 4
	Input markets and the organization of firms.

	Week 7:
Feb 16
	Module 4: Market Structure. Baye Ch 7-8: Perfect Competition
	Chap 6
	Q 5
	Competitive Firm Behavior.

	Week 8:
Feb 23
	Module 4: Market Structure. Baye Ch 8-9: Perfect Comp, Monopoly, Monop Comp, and
Oligopoly
	Chap 7
	
	Imperfect Comp: Monopoly.

	Mar 2
	Fall Break. No Material
	
	
	

	Week 9:
Mar 9
	Module 4: Market Structure. Baye Ch 8-10: Monopoly, Oligopoly, and Game Theory
	Chap 8
	Q 6
	Oligopoly.

	Week 10:
Mar 16
	Module 4: Market Structure. Ch 9-10: Oligopoly and Game Theory
	Chap 9
	Q 7
	Game Theory.

	Week 11:
Mar 23
	Module 5: Strategy. Baye Ch 11: Pricing
Strategies when there is Market Power
	Chap 10
	Q 8
	Pricing Strategies.

	Week 12:
Mar 30
	Module 5: Strategy. Baye Ch 12: Economics of Information
	Chap 11
	
	Information & Auctions.

	Week 13:
Apr 6
	Module 5: Strategy. Baye Module A: Adv Topics in Business Strategy Baye Module B:
Econ of Regulation
	Chap 12
	Q 9
	Strategy.

	Week 14:
Apr 13
	Module 6: Government & Markets. Baye Module B: Econ of Regulation
	Module A
	Q 10
	Government and Markets.

	Week 15:
Apr 20
	Review Baye Ch 1-2 and Modules A&B
	Module B
	Q 11
	Apply course to business and life.

	Week 16:
Apr 27
	ALL QUIZZES to prepare for the final exam.
Comprehensive Final due Friday May 1  at 11:59 pm.
	
	
	

	· The dates are tentative. Some weeks may be faster or slower than this outline.
· Homework assignments will be automatically graded after the deadline.





COURSE POLICIES:

Attendance: Attendance in Ball State University online classes is measured by your active participation in course activities at least once each week. Be sure to complete your coursework as assigned to ensure you are recorded as attending the course.
Participation and Timeliness:
Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success. In online courses, this takes the form of participation in discussions via forums, chat, and other electronic means provided.
As this is an online course, it is up to every student to stay on track and not fall behind. You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates, and developing a routine is essential.
All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date. Assignments submitted late may be subject to reduced points or no points.

Students with Disabilities: Some elements of this course may not be accessible to persons with some types of disabilities. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact Ball State's Disability Services office. This office coordinates services for students with disabilities. Documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. Further online information for students may be found on the BSU  Disability Services web page.

Communication:
For questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade or anything personal intended for the instructor, please use your BSU email or Canvas Inbox. The instructor will typically respond to communication within 28 hours of receiving them (excluding weekends).

Academic Integrity: Students are expected to adhere to University guidelines as presented in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities as outlined in the student handbook.
TECHNICAL INFORMATION:
Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary. BSU provides resources to help you. A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.

Technical Equipment:
For you to be successful in this type of course (e.g., online delivery, distance education), you will need the technology listed in the "Technology for Online and Distance Education Students."
Technical Assistance:
You can contact Ball State's Help Desk if you have technical questions. In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions. The helpdesk can be contacted at 1765-285-1517 or by email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.
