[bookmark: _Hlk139790546]PLAN 609 INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
FOR URBAN PLANNERS
FALL 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk139790767]
Instructor: Ruoran Liu
Email: ruoran.liu@bsu.edu (I reply to emails weekdays, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm)
Meeting Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 09:30 am – 10:45 am 
Classroom: AB 325
Office Hours: By Appointment
Office: AB 330

TEXTBOOK
Nancey Green Leigh & Edward Blakely (2017). Planning Local Economic Development: Theory and Practice. 6th Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE.
Supplementary readings are available on Canvas.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course provides students with an introduction to the theories, analytical techniques, and practices of economic development planning. The first half of the course offers an overview of the international, national, and state economic and policy context, emphasizing their significance for local economic development. In addition, we explore the theoretical and methodological foundations utilized by researchers in the field of urban/regional economics and by economic development practitioners. During the second half of the course, we review a variety of local economic development programs. These programs are designed to foster the growth of industries and entrepreneurship, improve the economic conditions of places, and establish pathways to enhanced economic opportunities for people. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES
· Understand the context, key concepts, and processes of economic development. 
· Explain major economic theories related to the location of economic activities and the growth and decline of regional economies. 
· Employ common analytical methods to examine regional and local economies. 
· Evaluate economic development practices in US metropolitan areas and cities. 
Develop an in-depth understanding of at least one specific economic development topic and related programs and present their knowledge to the class.
· Collaborate effectively to apply the acquired knowledge in the development of a draft economic development plan for a real-world regional or local economy: 
· Use suitable quantitative/qualitative tools and data to establish an economic profile for the region or city, leading to further analysis and planning. 
· Develop analytical skills to identify economic development opportunities and strategies for the region or city.
· Present the economic profile and the economic development plan concisely and in visually compelling ways to a potential client. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS & GRADES
· Lecture Attendance and Participation: 20 points
· Case Study Discussion: 10 points
· Student-led Discussion: 20 points
· Term Project Midterm Presentation: 20 points
· Term Project Final Presentation: 30 points
· Total: 100 points

· 93 points and above: A 
· 90 – 92 points: A- 
· 87 – 89 points: B+ 
· 83 – 86 points: B 
· 80 – 82 points: B-
· 77 – 79 points: C+
· 73 – 76 points: C
· 70 – 72 points: C-
· 60 – 70 points: D 
· 59 points and below: F

UNIVERSITY ATTENDANCE POLICIES
In general, students are expected to attend all classes, and to notify the instructor once they anticipate being absent for any reason (e.g., family situations) or as soon as possible after the absence begins (e.g., unexpected injury or illness). The student may need to provide documentation to the instructor if requested. Please find a list of excused absence on the university attendance polices webpage: https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/attendance-policies. Unexcused absence will negatively affect your attendance grade.

UNIVERSITY DIVERSITY STATEMENT
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community are welcome through our practice of valuing the various experiences and world views of those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as evident in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response information, go to https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter/bias-incident-reporting or email mc2@bsu.edu.

UNIVERSITY DISABILITY SERVICES STATEMENT
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. The Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

SCHEDULE (Subject to Change)
Week 1 (08/19; 08/21) Course Introduction; Term Projects Instruction, Sample Economic Development Plans

Week 2 (08/26; 08/28) The Concept and Context of Economic Development
· What is economic development? Why do we need economic development (at the local level)?
· How does the global and national economic context influence local economy?
Textbook Readings Discussion: 
· Leigh & Blakely (2017): Chapter 1
Extra Readings Discussion:
· Moore, T., Meck, S., & Ebenhoh, J. (2006). An economic development toolbox: strategies and methods. Planning Advisory Service Report No. 541. Chicago: American Planning Association. – Chapter 2
(Group Work)

Week 3 (09/02; 09/04) The Influence of National and State Policies on Local Economic Development; Theories and Models of Economic Development
· How do national and state policies impact local economy?
· Why do places grow and decline? What are the key theories and models concerning economic development?
Textbook Readings Discussion: 
· Leigh & Blakely (2017): Chapter 2; Chapter 3
Extra Readings Discussion:
· Polèse, M. (2013). Five Principles of Urban Economics: Things we know and things we don’t. City Journal. https://www.city-journal.org/article/five-principles-of-urban-economics. 
(Group Work)

Week 4 (09/09; 09/11) The Process, Profession and Organization of Local Economic Development; Equitable Economic Planning
· What are the steps of economic development planning? How do economic developers work? How are economic development planning efforts organized?
Textbook Readings Discussion:
· Leigh & Blakely (2017): Chapter 5; Chapter 4; Chapter 13
Extra Readings Discussion:
· Florida, R. (2017). The Roots of the New Urban Crisis. CityLab. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-04-09/richard-florida-and-the-new-urban-crisis 
(Group Work)

Week 5 (09/16; 09/18) Analytical Methods for Economic Development
· Understand the economy’s strengths, weaknesses, needs, and opportunities with primarily quantitative analytical techniques and data – mapping the economic profile.
Textbook Readings Discussion:
· Leigh & Blakely (2017): Chapter 6
Extra Readings Discussion:
· Polèse, M. (2011). Urban Development Legends: Grand theories do little to revive cities. City Journal. https://www.city-journal.org/article/urban-development-legends. 
(Group Work)

Week 6 (09/23; 09/25) Local Economic Development Strategies
· Understand the types and formation of economic development strategies.
Textbook Readings Discussion:
· Leigh & Blakely (2017): Chapter 7
(Case Study Discussion: Leigh & Blakely (2017): pp. 152–155; Group Work)
	
Week 7 (09/30; 10/02) Catch-up Week (TBD)
			
[bookmark: _Hlk136273339]Week 8 (10/07; 10/09) Fall Break; Midterm Presentation
(Economic Profile Presentation)
	
Week 9 (10/14; 10/16) Business Development 
· What is business development? What are the challenges of industry-based development?
· [bookmark: _Hlk139922969]What business strategies do planners have to retain and expand existing businesses? What are the common strategies to foster entrepreneurship?
(Student-Led Textbook Readings Discussion - Group 1):
· Leigh & Blakely (2017): Chapter 9
(Student-Led Extra Readings Discussion/Case Study - Group 1):
· Porter, M. E. (1998). Clusters and the new economics of competition (Vol. 76, No. 6, pp. 77-90). Boston: Harvard Business Review. (TBD)
(Group Work)

Week 10 (10/21; 10/23) Field Trip Week
				
Week 11 (10/28; 10/30) Workforce Development
· What is workforce development? Why is it one of the most important people-based strategies at the local level?
· What workforce development strategies do planners have?
(Student-Led Textbook Readings Discussion - Group 2):
· Leigh & Blakely (2017): Chapter 10
(Student-Led Extra Readings Discussion/Case Study - Group 2):
· Schrock, G. (2014). Connecting people and place prosperity: workforce development and urban planning in scholarship and practice. Journal of Planning Literature, 29(3), 257-271. (TBD)
(Group Work)

Week 12 (11/04; 11/06) Locality Development 
· What is locality development? 
· What place-based strategies do planners have?
(Student-Led Textbook Readings Discussion - Group 3):
· Leigh & Blakely (2017): Chapter 8
(Student-Led Extra Readings Discussion/Case Study - Group 3):
· Florida, R. (2003). Cities and the creative class. City & Community, 2(1), 3-19. (TBD)
(Group Work)

Week 13 (11/11; 11/13) Community Economic Development
· Who are the main players in community economic development?
· What community economic development strategies do planners have?
(Student-Led Textbook Readings Discussion - Group 4):
· Leigh & Blakely (2017): Chapter 11
(Student-Led Extra Readings Discussion/Case Study - Group 4):
· Servon, L. J., Fairlie, R. W., Rastello, B., & Seely, A. (2010). The five gaps facing small and microbusiness owners: Evidence from New York City. Economic Development Quarterly, 24(2), 126-142. (TBD)
(Group Work)

Week 14 (11/18; 11/20) Local Economic Development Planning’s Response to Global Economy 
· Can we find economic development solutions through innovation and technology?
(Student-Led Textbook Readings Discussion - Group 5):
· Leigh & Blakely (2017): Chapter 14
(Student-Led Extra Readings Discussion/Case Study - Group 5):
· Armstrong, B. (2021). Industrial policy and local economic transformation: evidence from the US Rust Belt. Economic Development Quarterly, 35(3), 181-196. (TBD)
(Group Work)

Week 15 (11/25; 11/27) Catch-up Week (TBD); Thanksgiving Recess

Week 16 (12/02; 12/04) Final Presentation
(Economic Development Plan Presentation, Guest Critics)
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