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Syllabus 
Personal Financial Planning FIN110      
Summer 2026


 Instructor:       Bryan Gramse, PhD, CFP®          Class Location: Online
 Office:        	     Whitinger WB 348	          Class Time:       June 15-July 17, 2026 (5 weeks)
 E-mail: 	     bryan.gramse@bsu.edu                  Section:              820
 Department:    Finance and Insurance
 Office Hours:   By Appointment (Virtual) 
	 
CREDIT HOURS: 3 
PREREQUISITES: None
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course provides an introduction to the principles of personal finance from a consumer’s perspective. 
COURSE RATIONALE: Personal finance is relevant to every single student’s future. Budgeting, tax planning, decision-making regarding automobiles and housing, insurance planning, and retirement planning are all challenges facing students upon graduation. Completion of this course will give students confidence that they will have the background to make wise decisions in these areas.
COURSE OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES: Upon completion of this course students will be able to:
· Analyze the foundations of personal financial planning, including the creation of goals and objectives, personal financial statements, and managing taxes;
· Explain the role, functions, and operations of financial institutions and analyze the pertinent factors of automobile and housing decisions;
· Discuss the elements of credit, its cost, and its proper role in financing major purchases;
· Analyze elements of homeowners, auto, health, and life insurance to make students more efficient and knowledgeable consumers of insurance;
· Analyze various investment options, to understand their risks and returns, and will be able to explain the role of investments in wealth accumulation; and
· Explore the importance of retirement planning at an early stage of their careers, and will be introduced to estate planning.
REQUIRED TEXT: Introduction to Personal Finance: Beginning Your Financial Journey, 3rd Edition by John Grable and Lance Palmer accompanied by WileyPLUS in Canvas. Purchase and pricing options are provided on Canvas. 

WileyPLUS Access with eText - ISBN: 9781394244034
ONLINE RESOURCES: A BSU network account for email, internet connection, and Canvas
SOFTWARE: Microsoft Office
ACADEMIC CONDUCT: All university policies pertaining to make-up tests, cheating/plagiarism, as well as withdrawal, incomplete, and final examinations will be in effect for the duration of this course. Honesty, trust and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the University community.  Academic dishonesty threatens credibility, reputation and the equitable evaluation of scholastic performance.  Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity.  Academic dishonesty will result in an automatic grade of F in the course and will also be reported for appropriate administrative action.  If you are unsure of what constitutes scholastic dishonesty, see your academic advisor.
ATTENDANCE POLICY: Attendance in Ball State University online classes is measured by your active participation in course activities on Canvas. This includes engaging in discussion boards and submitting assignments by their posted deadlines. Be sure to complete your course work as assigned to ensure you are recorded as attending the course.
PARTICIPATION AND TIMELINESS: Regular and meaningful participation is expected to demonstrate your ongoing engagement with the course material. Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success. You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates. Developing a routine is essential.
TECHNICAL INFORMATION: Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary. BSU provides resources to help you. A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.
Technical Equipment: In order for you to be successful in this type of course (e.g. online delivery, distance education), you will need the technology listed in the “Technology for Online and Distance Education Students.” Technical Assistance: If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions. The helpdesk can be contacted at: 1-765-285-1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.

COURSE CALENDAR FIN 110
	Week
	Reading Activity
	Assignment
	Points
	Due Dates 
(Eastern Standard Time)

	Week 1-
June 15-June 21
	· Review Syllabus
· Register with WileyPlus 
· Read Chapter 1 Beginning Your Financial Journey 
· Read Chapter 2 Tools for Your Financial Journey
· Watch chapter videos
· Participate in Discussion Board
	Syllabus Quiz

Discussion Board Ch 1 

Chapter 1 Quiz 

Chapter 2 Quiz
	25

50


50

50
	


6/21 by 11:59 pm EST






	Week 2-
June 22-June 28
	· Complete Respondus Lockdown Browser Check

· Read Chapter 3 Earnings and Income 

· Read Chapter 4 Personal Taxation 

· Read Chapter 5 Checking Accounts, Credit Scores, and Credit Cards

· Watch chapter videos

	Respondus Lockdown Browser Check

Chapter 3 Quiz 

Chapter 4 Quiz 

Chapter 5 Quiz


	
25


50

50

50


	


6/28 by 11:59 pm EST



	Week 3-June 29-July 5

	· Read Chapter 6 Loans and Housing Decisions
· Watch chapter video

· Participate in Discussion Board Ch 6

· Complete Exam 1 (Proctored Midterm)
	
Chapter 6 Quiz  

Discussion Board Ch 6

Exam 1 

	
50

25


200
	 



7/5 by 11:59 pm EST

	Week 4-July 6-
July 12
	· Read Chapter 7 The Foundations of Savings

· Read Chapter 8 Investments

· Read Chapter 9 Risk Management: The Role of Insurance

· Watch chapter videos


	Chapter 7 Quiz

Chapter 8 Quiz

Chapter 9 Quiz



	50

50

50



	

7/12 by 11:59 pm EST


	Week 5-
July 13-
July 17
	· Read Chapter 10 Planning for the Future: Retirement and Estate Planning
· Watch chapter video

· Complete Final Exam

	Chapter 10 Quiz

Final Exam
	50

200
	

7/17 by 11:59 pm EST



SYLLABUS QUIZ: To ensure you are familiar with the syllabus, there will be a syllabus quiz due during the first week of class. 

RESPONDUS LOCKDOWN BROWSER CHECK: To ensure that your computer is properly set up for the proctored exams in this course, you will be required to complete a Respondus LockDown Browser and Monitor check. This assignment will walk you through downloading the software, launching LockDown Browser, and completing a short practice quiz using the webcam and monitoring features.

END OF THE CHAPTER QUIZZES: There will be ten end of the chapter quizzes during the semester. All quizzes are due on the dates listed in the course calendar. Each quiz will be worth 50 points, for a total of 500 points possible.

DISCUSSION BOARDS: There will be two discussion boards. Each discussion board is worth 25 points. Initial response is worth 15 points and one response to your classmate is worth 10 points.  All discussion boards are due on the dates listed by 11:59 pm EST.
· You are required to post one original message for each topic containing at least two paragraphs (i.e. “replies” to other students do not count in this regard). 
· In addition to your original post you must reply to at least one other classmate for each topic (replies such as “I agree” will not count).  
· Please submit your original response early, so other students could respond in a timely manner.
· Each of your posts (original posts & replies) must demonstrate your understanding of the topic.  
· Connections between textbook content and discussion should be exhibited.  
· Relate new information with material covered in the class as well as with personal experience.  
· Discuss at a critical level – do not just recite facts from your reading, discussion, or lecture.  
· Critical discussion includes your opinion of items mentioned, but also includes the reasons you hold that opinion, and why it may be inconsistent or consistent with what you have learned.  Justify your reasoning with facts.  How does what you are presenting affect present and future situations?
· Posts that are replicates of other students’ posts will not be accepted.   
· Discussions board posts are for students: your instructor will not reply to any posts.

EXAMS: There will be two exams: a midterm and a final. Both exams will require the use of Respondus LockDown Browser and Monitor. You are allowed to use 1 physical page (front and back) of notes in the exam. Each exam will be worth 200 points for a total of 400 points. 

GRADING: The following outline of assignments, exams, and associated points possible represents the total points possible for this course.  
                                Respondus Lockdown Browser Check              	           25
   		       Syllabus Quiz           			                       25
                                Chapter Quizzes (10x50)           			         500
Exams (2x200)   					 400
                                Discussion board posts (2x25)			           50
Total Points			                                   1000

Final grades for the course will be assigned based on the percentage of points the individual student earned relative to the total points possible.  The following scale will be used to assign letter grades.  	

94 – 100.00 A
90 – 93.99 A-
87 – 89.99 B+
84 – 86.99 B
80 – 83.99 B-
77 – 79.99 C+
74 – 76.99 C
70 – 73.99 C-
67 – 69.99 D+
64 – 66.99 D
60 – 63.99 D-
       ≤ 59.99 F


LATE WORK: Assigned work is due by the listed time on the assigned dates (Eastern Standard Time). Exams and Quizzes cannot be turned in late. Late submissions for discussions will be penalized at a rate of 10% of the total assignment grade for each day the assignment is late. For example, an assignment submitted one day late will receive a 10% deduction, two days late a 20% deduction, and so on.



University Statement 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 
 
Disability Statement  
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.  
 
Freedom of Expression  
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

AACSB Assurance of Learning (AOL)  
The Miller College of Business is committed to ensuring that every student graduating with a business degree is competent in five areas that are crucial to success in business. These learning goals can be easily remembered with the acronym C-KITE (Communication, Knowledge, Integration, Technology, and Ethics).

Communication: Miller College Graduates will be able to communicate appropriately in a professional context. Specifically, they will be
· effective oral communicators who can: organize a presentation; use transitions; avoid verbal pauses; maintain audience interest; use eye contact, body language, and use visual aids effectively
· effective written communicators who can: introduce the main idea; provide closure consistent to the main idea; use content to support the main idea; use transitions and emphases; maintain connections between ideas; use organizational structure effectively (paragraphs, flow); effectively use diction and conventions; and avoid spelling and grammatical errors.

Knowledge: Miller College Graduates will demonstrate basic knowledge in
· Operations
· Marketing
· Finance
· Management
· Accounting
· Economics

Integration: Miller College Graduates will be able to integrate business knowledge in decision making. They will be able to
· Identify issues confronting the organization
· Synthesize and analyze available information
· Draw well-reasoned inferences and judgments for courses of action
· Design a plan for implementing the course of action

Technology: Miller College Graduates will be able to obtain, manage and communicate data effectively. They will be able to
· Analyze data for information to support decision-making using technology
· Identify common data security risks and safeguards
· Use common cloud technologies to collaborate on projects effectively

Ethics: Miller College Graduates will be able to recognize and resolve ethical dilemmas. They will demonstrate an ability to
· Identify an ethical dilemma in a business situation
· Identify relevant stakeholders
· Assess potential consequences to the stakeholders
· Recognize the importance of making ethical decisions

In this class, you will demonstrate
· Communication, by clearly explaining personal finance concepts, calculations, and decision-making rationales through homework assignments, exam responses, discussions, and applied financial planning activities.
· Knowledge, by applying core principles of personal financial planning including budgeting, credit management, insurance, investing, taxes, and retirement planning.
· Integration, by using personal financial data and planning tools to evaluate financial decisions and recommend strategies that improve an individual’s financial well-being and long-term goals.
· Technology, by using financial calculators, Excel, and Canvas to analyze personal financial data, solve problems, and communicate results effectively.
· Ethics, by recognizing ethical considerations in personal financial decision making and demonstrating academic integrity in all coursework, assessments, and use of technology.

Ball State First Day
This course is part of our course material delivery program, Ball State First Day. The bookstore will provide each student with a convenient package containing all required physical books and any digital materials will be integrated into Canvas for this course.

You should have received an email from the bookstore confirming materials provided for each of your courses and asking you to select how you would like to receive any printed components (in-store pick up or home delivery). If you haven't done so already, please confirm your fulfillment preference so the bookstore can prepare your materials. Students who do not want to participate in the First Day program may choose to opt out.

Title IX
Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu   
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.
University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.
Student Academic Ethics Policy
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
Subject to Change Statement
This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.
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