FASH 100-X online Fall 2026 
INTRODUCTION TO THE FASHION INDUSTRY 
Instructor: Mrs. Audrey Robbins 
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 Tuesday/Thurs 9:30-11, 12:30-2 or by appt  

Reminder: enable notifications in canvas and check BSU email for announcements

Course Description. (3) A survey of the business of fashion through design, manufacture,
distribution, and promotion. Introduces fashion theory, its products and consumer.  
 2. 
Course Objectives. In this class, you will demonstrate:
· the interrelationship of the areas of fashion industry
· the principles, dynamics and nature of fashion and consumer fashion demand
· the fashion system

· fashion theories as they relate to dress and the individual
· the role of fashion theories that focus on society changes
· knowledge of cultural aspects of fashion theory

· ability to identify fashion products and services 

· the correct use of fashion terminology for written and oral communication of fashion ideas, products, and information
· awareness of technology used in the fashion industry 

· ability to identify current issues in the fashion industry, such as sustainability

3.
Course Rationale.  Provides students with the opportunity to explore the fashion industry to acquire knowledge of procedures and career possibilities within each facet. Understanding the dynamics and nature of fashion, fashion theories, as well as the interrelationship of fashion with individuals and society is important for success in the fashion industry. 

4.
Course Format.   Lecture
5.
Course Content.

What is fashion? 

Fashion Theories
Fashion and the individual 


Fashion and society 
Structure of the Fashion Industry

     
Consumer
 
   
Textiles and Design

Production
     
Distribution

     
Promotion

6.
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7. Methods of Evaluating Student Performance. The students are evaluated by the instructor.  Evaluation criteria and method for determining course grade must be distributed to students at the beginning of the semester.

8. Course materials: Copies of the syllabus and other course related announcements are available on CANVAS 
9. Course communication: Announcements and class messages/reminders will be sent to you through CANVAS announcement or e-mail. Make CANVAS accessible by setting the e-mails/announcements distributed to your e-mail, checking the canvas page 2-3 times per week, downloading the app, or set messages to your phone. 
10. Tentative Course Evaluation:This course will be taught using lectures, discussion, and in-class activities. 
 
Assignments and Exams:  Throughout the course students will complete projects, assignments, and exams.  A full description of each assignment will be posted on Canvas at appropriate times during the semester.    
 
Exams:  each cover ¼ of the course material; see tentative schedule for exams; multiple choice, true/ false, and essay questions  
Point values: 
Fashion theory assignment      100 
Learning activities

   60 
Fashion minute

   60   
4 Exams (60 pts each)              240  
Total 



 460      
*Grades are kept in gradebook in Canvas  
11. Course Policies and Expectations: 
Assignments: Students are expected to observe all deadlines, examination times, and other course procedures. Feedback about graded assignments will be returned on Canvas, and it is your responsibility to review that feedback. If you need to communicate about feedback, please email the professor.  
 
· Late assignments will be reduced by 10% per weekday, starting after midnight the evening the assignment was due and will NOT be accepted more than one week after the due date.  
 
· Turn in all assignments using Canvas. DO NOT submit assignments by E-MAIL. Assignments submitted by e-mail will not be considered “turned in,” so will not be graded. 
 
· If you have technical problems submitting assignments on Canvas, notify the help desk, link 
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/HelpDesk.aspx and send an e-mail to Professor Audrey Robbins specifying the problem  
 
Exams: All exams will be completed on-line (Canvas), proctored on Lockdown Browser.  The exam will be posted for two days. See tentative schedule for planned posting days.  
 
Exams must be taken during the designated time it is posted on Canvas. Make-up exams will be given only in certain circumstances. 
 
Attendance and participation: Students are expected to participate weekly in an online course, to participate in discussion boards, and to keep up with all assignments.     
 
The following are the attendance guidelines: 
· In an online course atmosphere is your responsibility to complete all work as assigned. There are deadlines that you must meet, this is not a self-paced course. 
· If you are late with assignments, be sure to check in with the professor. You may receive partial credit.  
University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Freedom of Expression In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.
Disability Statement: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Communication: Questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade or anything personal intended for the me as the course instructor, please use your BSU email.  I typically respond to messages no later than 48 hours of receiving them.
Student Academic Ethics Policy

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:

· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)

· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments

· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors

· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.

· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.

· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.

· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)

· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.

· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

AI Statement Review assignment instructions carefully. If AI is permitted for completion of an assignment, you will be instructed as such. If no AI instructions are given, AI is NOT permitted to be utilized. The use of AI tools is not permitted for proctored canvas exams.
Subject to Change Statement: This syllabus is subject to change.
Tentative Schedule
	Date 
	Topic 
	Reading 
	Assignment/exam 

	Week 1 
Aug 24-30th 
	Introduction to the Fashion Industry 


	 Reilly, Chapter 1
Introducing Fashion Minute 

	 Learning Activity #1  

Due by November 9th 

	Week 2
Aug 21-Sept 6th 


	Fashion System


	 Reilly, Chapter 2

	 Learning Activity #2 


	Week 3
Sept 7th – 13th 
	Fashion and the Individual 
EXAM #1
	 Reilly, Chapter 3
 
	Learning Activity #3
Exam 1 Ch 1-3 Due by Sunday midnight September 13th


	Week 4 

Sept 14th – 20th 
	Fashion and Society 

	Reilly, Chapter 4 
	Learning Activity #4 



	Week 5 
Sept 21-27th 


	Fashion and Culture 


	 Reilly, Chapter 5   
 

	 Learning Activity #5 



	Week 6
Sept 28th – Oct 4th  

	Fashion theory conclusion 

Selecting, purchasing, and disposing


	 Reilly, Chapter 6
Introducing Fashion Theory Assignment

	Learning Activity #6
Fashion Theory Assignment Due November 22nd  

	Week 7 

Oct 5 -11th 
	EXAM #2

The Powerful Consumer


	Diamond and Diamond Chapter 3
	Exam 2 Ch 4-6 Due by Sunday midnight October 11th   

	Week 8  
Oct 12-18th 


	The Multicultural Consumer and Fashion

Ever Changing Fashion & acceptance

	Diamond and Diamond
Chapter 4 
Chapter 5
	Enjoy Fall Break!!!

 Oct 12-13th

	Week 9

Oct 19th – 25th  


	Fashion in the global marketplace

Careers in Fashion


	Diamond and Diamond, Chapter 6 
Chapter 7 
	

	Week 10
Oct 26th – Nov 1st 
	Social Responsibility and Sustainable Fashion 
Sustainable Fashion: An Eco-friendly Movement
	Diamond and Diamond, Chapter 8
Chapter 9 
	

	Week 11
Nov 2nd- 8th 


	The Fashion Merchandise Industry

Overview of 12-15
	Diamond and Diamond Chapters 12-15


	 FASHION MINUTE DUE BY midnight November 8th 

	Week 12 

Nov 9-15th 
	Exam #3
	
	Exam 3 Ch 3-15 (excludes 10 & 11) Due by Sunday Midnight November 15th 

	Week 13

Nov 16th – 22nd  
	Elements and Principles of Design Apparel & Accessories Manufact.
	Diamond and Diamond 

Chapters 19
Chapter 20
	Fashion Theory Assignment Due by midnight November 22nd 

	Week 14

Nov 23rd- 29th   
	Outsourcing Design, Production, and Management
RBO’s and Other Sources/Retailers
	Diamond and Diamond 
Chapter 21 

Chapter 22
	Enjoy Thanksgiving Break!!

Nov 25th – 27th

	Week 15 

Nov 30th – Dec 6th 
	 The Fashion Retailer
Advertising, Special Events, Publicity, and Visual Merchandising

	Diamond and Diamond 

Chapter 23 & 24 
 

	

	Week 16 
Dec 8th – 11th 


	
	
	Final Exam #4 Ch 19-24 Due by Wednesday December 9th midnight  


