SYLLABUS – THEA 380 – Theatre and Dance Design Practicum  
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Theatre and Dance Practicum is a course focused on experiential learning in the discipline the student is focused on in the Design Technology option. 
  
Course Goals  
1. To understand and apply the process of working on a production from concept to completion. 
2. To build a relationship with the mentor(s) that will guide you through this process. 
3. To collaborate with the other design disciplines to achieve a comprehensive design for a university production. 
4. THEA 380 is an experiential learning course.   What you put into the course will be directly proportional to what you get out of it.  Different productions and departmental practicum assignments have different demands and time commitments.  By applying yourself to the specific needs of your assignment, you will be able to reap the full benefit of what you can learn from that experience.  
  
Required Texts and Course Supplies  
1. There is no required textbook for this class. However, you will need to have a copy of the production script/libretto for your assignment. These will be distributed through the production office.   
2. There is no required computer for this class.  However, you will be required to go online to attend production meetings, submit paperwork, and communicate with other members of the production team.  
 
Statement of safety and well-being  
· Some of the plays/musicals/dance pieces produced by the Department of Theatre and Dance include content that can be triggering.  Your consent and mental/emotional well-being are paramount.  We recognize and respect your right to decline participation in specific productions, especially in cases of recent / short-term trauma, and you are not obligated to disclose the reason for declining.  That said, you must inform us in a timely manner that you choose not to participate.  If you do decline to participate in a specific production, you will be swapped to a different assignment.  You must notify us of your desire to not participate with a specific production within the first two weeks of classes, otherwise we may not be able to swap you onto a different production.    
· Some of the positions involved with this assignment involve close physical proximity with another student (lighting console, for example).  Your consent and mental/emotional well-being are paramount.  We recognize and respect your right to decline participation in specific productions, and you are not obligated to disclose the reason for declining.  If you decline to participate in a specific production, you will be swapped to a different assignment if possible.  Again, you must notify us of your desire to not participate with a specific production within the first two weeks of classes, otherwise we may not be able to swap you onto a different production.    
· Additionally, you have chosen a major (and a career) that will require your involvement with a wide range of material - some of which you may find uncomfortable.  Your ability to successfully navigate this material may impact the scope and breadth of your career.  
  
Class Policies  
Attendance  
1. Continued Tardiness and/or absences will result in reduction of grade.  
2. Excused absences are permitted for the following: religious holiday, death in the family (number of days per University handbook), pregnancy, jury duty, active military duty, and an extended and medically documented absence related to illness or health issues (mono, broken leg, pneumonia, etc.). Until further notice, COVID-19 (coronavirus) related absences are also excused.    
3. You are a vital part of the production and should understand the importance of that role. Missing any required meetings, scheduled work times, or tech/dress will make it difficult to ensure the production will be of the highest quality. It may also result in a failing grade for this course. 
4. In the interest of avoiding scheduling challenges, please check the production calendar for all pertinent deadlines. Please discuss the schedule with your mentor(s) if there are any concerns. 
  
Accommodations  
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share, or if you need special arrangement in case the building must be evacuated, please contact one of the instructors as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.  
  
If you are experiencing mental health concerns, telehealth services are available.  
  
Resources  
1. Your instructor(s), as well as the faculty and staff overseeing your practicum position are here to help you gain knowledge, skills, and understanding of the educational and professional theatre and dance world. Do not hesitate to schedule an office hour with any of us to discuss questions or interests you have.  
2. Take advantage of work groups that include sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Just like you, they took practicum and can share what they gained during the class.  
  
Mentorship 
You will meet with your faculty Mentor during the entire design process. They are there to help you solve problems, guide you through the process, and help with your overall design.  
    
  
Grading Breakdown  
Each assignment will have its own requirements and will be published in Canvas. Be sure to read the assignment details and then reach out to one of the instructors with any questions you have. Points assigned to projects and a grading scale is provided below.   
  
 
Absences or lateness during your assignment will affect your overall grade. 
  
Your grade in this course breaks down accordingly:  
1. Attendance and participation in all production meetings  20 
2. Proper/Prompt delivery of material to shops by deadline      20  
3. Attendance of any and all work calls     20  
4. Scheduled Regular meetings with Mentor   10 
5. Attendance of Tech/Dress Rehearsals.        30 
 
 
 
 
Grade Scale:  
	A  
	94- 100 470-500  
	  
	  
	C  
	73- <77 365-384  

	A-  
	90- <94 450-469  
	  
	  
	C-  
	70- <73 350-364  

	B+  
	87- <90 435-449  
	  
	  
	D+  
	67- <70 335-349  

	B  
	84- <87 420-434  
	  
	  
	D  
	64- <67 320-334  

	B-  
	80- <84 400-419  
	  
	  
	D-  
	60- <64 300-319  

	C+  
	77- <80 385-399  
	  
	  
	F  
	Below 60 299 and below  


  
Minimum Grade Policy  
The lowest acceptable grade in a course for credit toward a major or minor in Theatre and Dance is a C. Any student receiving a C- or lower must retake the course to receive credit towards a major or minor in the department.  
  
Academic Dishonesty  
This course will follow all Ball State University Academic Integrity and Dishonesty Policies.  
http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/studentrights  
  
Violations could result in a minimum of 30 points loss from your grade.  
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