



SPAA 161 | Anatomy & physiology of speech & hearing
Spring, 2026

	Instructor Name: Mrs. Dawn Condon, M.A., CCC-SLP
Speech Pathology & Audiology (SPAA)
Ball State University, Muncie 47306

	Email: dcondon@bsu.edu 
	Telephone: (765) 285-8165

	Meeting Times: MWF 11-1150
	Office: HB 412

	Meeting Location: HB 103A
	Mailbox: HB 402

	Graduate Assistant: Mya Urba  mya.urba@bsu.edu
	Office Hours: by appointment



course information

Catalog Course Description

Study of the anatomy & physiology of the speech & hearing mechanisms. Includes respiration, phonation, articulation, resonance, hearing, & swallowing.

Instructor Course Description

A comprehensive study of the anatomy & physiology of the speech & hearing mechanisms.  Includes respiration, phonation, articulation, resonance, hearing, & swallowing.

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes 

At the completion of this course students will be able to:

1. Recognize & use the anatomical planes of reference, terms of orientation, & other anatomical terminology.

Outcome: Satisfactory performance in classroom activities, home demonstration exercises or quizzes/exams, judged by the ability to identify the orientation of anatomical structures on self or other students, on diagrams, & on anatomical specimens.

2. Explain the process by which volume exchange of the lungs occurs, both in quiet breathing & during speech. To relate the muscular control needed to maintain subglottal pressure for speech.

Outcome: Satisfactory performance on quizzes/exams & assignments.


3. Explain the aerodynamic process by which phonation occurs including the effects of articulatory posturing on resonance.

Outcome: Satisfactory performance on quizzes/exams & assignments.


4. Explain the process by which sound is transmitted through the middle ear & transduced in the cochlea.  To recall structures of the vestibular system & central auditory pathway.

Outcome: Satisfactory performance on quizzes/exams & assignments judged by the ability to describe orally or in writing, drawing, or otherwise relate the concepts presented.

5. Explain the process of mastication & swallowing as it related to anatomy & physiology within the scope of Speech Language Pathology & supported by the American Speech Language Hearing Association scope of practice.

Outcome: Satisfactory performance on quizzes/exams & assignments as judged by the ability to describe orally or in writing, drawing, or otherwise relate the concepts presented.

6. Explain the process of articulation & resonance of the communication mechanism. To demonstrate understanding of the mechanism for speech production.

Outcome: Satisfactory performance on quizzes/exams & assignments.

Course Readings, materials, & Resources

Suggested Text

Seikel, J.A., King, D.W., Drumright, D.G, & Hudoch, D.J. (2021). Anatomy & Physiology for Speech, Language, & Hearing (6th ed.) (ISBN-13: 978-1-63550-279-4). Plural Publishing.  https://www.pluralpublishing.com/

Anatomy TV

We will utilize Anatomy TV through the library Database system for many units in this course.  You may log into the system with your University user name through the Ball State University Website. 

Note: There may be additional readings as specified by the instructor.

Course Assignments & Calendar
[bookmark: h.d8jj0dvqphqx]
Course Assignments, Projects, Quizzes, & Exams

There will be unit quizzes, chapter assignments, & a final examination for this course.  Your final grade will be determined on the percentage of points earned out of the total points for all graded assignments. The University grading scale will be used & is as follows:


Grade Distribution

*We will use canvas default for rounding.

	100 – 94     A
	< 80 – 77    C+
	< 70 – 67    D+

	< 94 – 90    A-
	< 77 – 74    C
	< 67 – 64    D

	< 90 – 87    B+
	< 74 – 70    C-
	< 64 – 60    D-

	< 87 – 84    B
	
	< 60 – 0      F

	< 84 – 80    B-
	
	



Course Calendar

	Course Topic Outline: Subject to change with notification

	Week 1
	Overview of Basic Anatomy (Chapter 1)

	Week 2-4
	Respiration (Chapters 2-3).  NO class Monday, January 19

	Week 5-8
	Phonation (Chapters 4-5),  Spring Break March 2-6

	Week 9-11
	Articulation & Resonance (Chapters 6-7)

	Week 12-13
	Mastication, Deglutition, & Swallowing (Chapter 8)

	Weeks 14-15
	Hearing (Chapters 9-10)

	Week 16
	Finals Week, April 28-May 1



Course statements & Policies

Attendance, Excused Absence, & Make Up Work


Attendance & personal interactions are considered to be an important factor in learning the material in this course. Consistent attendance & engagement are strongly encouraged to maximize understanding of key concepts. Please notify the instructor if you are having difficulty with attendance or need assistance with the material so that other arrangements can be made. Please notify your instructor if you anticipate being absent for any reason (e.g., funeral) or as soon as possible after the absence begins (e.g., unexpected injury or illness). Your instructor will work with you to determine the best action plan for missed lectures or assignments. You should contact the Dean of Students in the event of several missed classes.  

Please notify your instructor if you anticipate being absent for any reason (e.g., funeral) or as soon as possible after the absence begins (e.g., unexpected injury or illness). Your instructor will work with you to determine the best action plan for missed lectures or assignments. You should contact the Dean of Students in the event of quarantine & several missed classes. The Dean of Students will continue to send an absent notification for students in quarantine or isolation to the appropriate faculty member.



Timeliness of assignments & quizzes is paramount. There will be no make-up quizzes or assignments without medical or University excuse. If you are ill, in quarantine, or have a family emergency, you are expected to notify the instructor & to follow University protocol for personal emergencies. I may ask you to provide documentation to verify the reason for your absence. Alternative assignments or an exam may be provided at the instructor’s discretion.

Canvas

Canvas will be used to post handouts, make announcements, record grades, turn in projects, & take quizzes/exams.  Information & announcements will be posted as the course progresses. If you have difficulty accessing Canvas or have questions that pertain to navigating this site, please contact the Ball State Technology help desk at (765) 285-1517.

university Policies

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Attendance Policies

Students are expected to review course syllabi regarding absence guidelines & follow those guidelines. The University has a number of specific policies regarding student absences that are housed within different areas. Explore Ball State course attendance policies.

Ball State Academic Ethics Policy 

Honesty, trust, & personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty & other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge & will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility & reputation, & to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic & creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds & values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy.


Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books)  
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).  
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.). 
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.  
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)  
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.  
· Soliciting others to complete work for you
 



Plagiarism Policy

Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:

· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
· Use or possession of a file created by someone else.
· Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.
· Fraudulent submission of work.
· Using unauthorized materials during Exams.
· Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.
· Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
· Posting course files & resources on study or content sharing websites.

Plagiarism Detection: The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection & for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work. 

Procedures for Dealing with Academic Dishonesty & Disciplinary Action

Before disciplinary action for academic dishonesty is taken against a student, the concerned faculty member must inform the student of the alleged violation & discuss it with him or her in a private conference. Based on this conference further action may be taken by both the student & faculty member. A student who has committed or attempted to commit academic fraud is subject to disciplinary action by the University. 

Penalties include but are not limited to one or more of the following:

· A grade of failure for the work concerned;
· A grade of failure for the course;
· Suspension from the University;
· Expulsion from the University;
· Revocation of a previously awarded degree

For a more information, find the complete Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities at https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct. 

Copyright Policy

Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post their course materials without the course instructor’s permission. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State University Code of Conduct &/or the Information Technology Users’ Privileges & Responsibilities policy.
Proctoring

This course may require the use of the Respondus LockDown Browser & Monitor for online exams. Watch this short video to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser & the optional webcam feature (which may be required for some exams.) Instructions for obtaining the software can be found in our course.

canvas & student privacy

Canvas Accessibility

Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, & intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors & schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010.

Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).

FERPA & Privacy

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act), your records are confidential & protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written & signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA & Privacy & Protection.

Video Conferencing Recording

In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability & visual camera. If you have concerns, please discuss these options with me.

academic support services

The Basic Needs Hub

If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe & reliable place to sleep, &/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the
basic needs hub. The basic needs hub has information, resources, & provides individualized support to students. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a basic needs assistance form.

The Counseling Center

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free & confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State now also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm &/or suicide. 

At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, & depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, & community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.

The Writing Center

All writers improve with practice & feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to http://www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online & in-person appointments are available seven days a week; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Learning Center

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring & Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu & click on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools Section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com.

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.  

Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about all of our programming, 

Visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.

Subject to change statement




This syllabus & schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances
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