EDPS 601:  Research in Educational Psychology
Fall 2025

Ball State University
Teachers College
Department of Educational Psychology


Instructor Information

Instructor: Gerardo Ramirez, Ph.D.
Department: Educational Psychology
 Email: gramirez6@bsu.edu 

Office Hours

Times: Monday 12:30-2:30
Please schedule by going here: https://calendly.com/meetwithgramirez/meetwithgramirez
In-Person Location: Teachers College Office 543
Virtual Zoom Meetings: https://bsu.zoom.us/s/6037325993

Course Logistics

Semester: Fall 2024
Times: Thursdays 12:30-2:301
Official Course Description
Students in the first two years of their doctoral work will complete (1) a literature review and (2) an independent research project. Students will learn about resources and opportunities for successful graduate research, including library resources, institutional review of university research, grant writing, submitting conference presentations, and procedures for publishing research. Prerequisite: permission of the program director. A total of 12 credits may be earned, but no more than 6 in any one semester or term. 


Course Learning Objectives

Knowledge
· List several professional organizations, why they are important, and possible engagement opportunities.
· Summarize the key research interests of the educational psychology faculty.
· Delineate key Ball State resources for research, including the IRB, the library, Sponsored Program offices, and stats support options.
Process Skills
· Develop meaningful and original research questions for both empirical studies and literature reviews.
· Design a systematic approach to collect and organize research literature.
· Critique research studies and identify spaces for improvement in their literature reviews, methods, and conclusions.
· Prepare conference proposals.
· Develop conference presentations.
Essential Questions (promoting deeper understandings)

· How do we determine what is worth studying?
· What value will our work bring?
· How can we work within and improve upon the field of educational psychology?



















Assignments

Projects: Depending upon your year in the program, you will be expected to complete either a literature review OR a second-year project.

	1st Year Literature Review: 
You will undertake a critical exploration of a specific research topic through a comprehensive literature review. This assignment aims to strengthen your research skills, enhance your ability to synthesize scholarly literature, and provide a foundation for your academic pursuits. This assignment encourages you to showcase your expertise in your chosen field of study and to contribute to the academic discourse by effectively synthesizing and analyzing existing research. You are required to produce a literature review that follow the requirements below:
· Clearly identifies one specific subject area you will perform the literature review on. This subject area needs to be approved by the course instructor before you begin. 
· Minimum of 7 single-spaced pages
· Cite 20 relevant studies. 
· At least 5 studies must receive a summary within the review. 
· Identify one major gap in the literature
· Statement of why this gap is significant
· A rubric and additional requirements will be provided in class.

	2nd Year Research Project: 
You will be required to either complete or show progress towards completing your second year.  
Completion in the Fall: If you intend to finalize your project in the fall, ensure the following:
· Complete data collection for your project.
· Submit a manuscript to me that outlines your work OR present your findings at a conference.
· Present your research during our department symposium.
Completion in the Spring: If you plan to complete your project in the spring, the following steps apply:
· Fulfill the same requirements as listed above during the spring semester.
· However, during the fall semester, submit a one-page research proposal to me containing the following:
· Name of your advisor.
· Concise one paragraph lit review.
· Clearly defined hypothesis.
· Description of research methods.
· Description of  analysis
· Anticipated results.






Cardboard Conference: Everyone will complete a cardboard conference where you will be expected to present a user friendly visual summary of your ongoing literature review (1st year)  or research project (2nd year). 

Class Attendance: Class attendance will be taken for each class period, and certain in-class activities may be collected for a grade. A large part of this class is discussing ideas together; thus, it is essential you attend class. Throughout the semester, you will have assigned readings and activities to ensure your development as an independent researcher. 

· 


Overall Grade Distribution & Assignment Due Dates

	Description
	Grade Composition

	Class Attendance  
The total points will be multiplied by the percent of days you came to class. For example, if you came to 90% of the days, you get 20 *.90 =18 points. 
	20 points

	Cardboard Conference 
You will be graded on whether you participated in the conference and engaged your peers on their work. 10 points per conference. 
	20 points

	Project1
Year 1: Literature Review 
Year 2: Second-Year Project
	60 points



Grading Scale
	94-100
	A
	80-83
	B-
	67-69
	D+

	90-93
	A-
	77-79
	C+
	64-66
	D

	87-89
	B+
	74=76
	C
	Below 63
	F

	84-86
	B
	70-73
	C-
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	


Late Assignments: Assignments are due by class time on the date posted in the syllabus. Assignments that are turned in late within the week of the due date will be graded with a 10% deduction; 20% deduction when turned in within two weeks, 30% when turned in within three weeks.  Importantly, however, if the project requires more time, students will simply need to discuss an appropriate timeline for the project.


1


	Week
	Date
	Event Topic

	1
	Aug 21
	Syllabus and Program Review  

	2
	Aug 28
	-Working with G.A. Faculty 
-ChatGTP for Selecting (and Narrowing) Topics for your Literature Review and Research Projects

	3
	Sept 4
	-Finding and Organizing Sources 
-Learning How-To Read Articles. Practice for comps & Peer Reviewer for journals

	4
	Sept 11
	What makes faculty tick -- how to find and work with a potential advisor 

	5
	Sept 18
	 Learning about stats beyond courses

	6
	Sept 25
	Cardboard Conference #1: Present your search process 

	7
	Oct 2
	How does publishing work; nav pub process, how to talk to editors

	8
	Oct 9
	Visualization for research trends 

	9
	Oct 16
	 Common statistical tests and lingo

	10
	Oct 23
	Developing Conference Proposals; Developing Conference Posters; Attending Conferences  

	11
	Oct 30
	How to present persuasively & get invited to talks

	12
	Nov 6
	Personality, Science and psychology 

	13
	Nov 13
	Cardboard Conference #2: 

	14
	Nov 20
	 Things I wish I knew

	15
	Nov 27
	Exploring Careers outside of Academia  

	16
	Dec 4
	How to Design Effective Collaborations


 
 Reading Materials
Assigned based on faculty research.

General Resources
· Understanding Databases and EDPS Literature: https://youtu.be/5xhgIT2aL_g
· Navigating the IRB: https://lisarubenstein80.wixsite.com/success-in-bsu-s-edp/starting-research-projects-irb
· Submitting an IRB: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrqsEEhTdzY







Attendance Policy
[bookmark: _Hlk111126690]This course will adhere to the policy published in the BSU Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities. You are required to attend class on-time and stay for the duration of the class. Not attending class may affect student financial aid. Absences should be discussed with the instructor as soon as possible.
The following will occur with missed classes:
· Students will be permitted one unexcused absence (occurs when the student does not attend class without notifying the professor in advance).
· For each subsequent unexcused absence, the student’s final grade will be reduced by 5%.
Policy for making up missed assignments: If a student misses an assignment due to absence it is their responsibility to schedule an appointment with the professor to make up the assignment, quiz, or test.  No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the semester and no quizzes or tests can be made up after the last day of the semester.
Veterans and student service members with special circumstances or who are activated are encouraged to notify the instructor as soon as possible and are encouraged to provide Activation Orders.
Respecting Information Statements

These statements all discuss the importance of citations, respecting original sources, and not sharing when others do not give you permission.

Free and Open Exchange of Ideas
The free discourse of ideas should be expected in a college environment. I strongly believe the open exchange of ideas is necessary to learning. I have opinions and will express those opinions, but you are free to express either agreement or disagreement without fear of consequences. This does not mean, of course, that I may not challenge your views or disagree with them, but it does mean that you will experience no consequence for disagreeing with me. If you feel that I am violating this commitment, please arrange an appointment to discuss this issue. Additionally, I strive to create a psychologically safe space in which everyone feels comfortable participating in the discussion. This does not mean people cannot disagree. This does not mean people cannot have emotions connected to their words. What it does mean is that we all need to be sensitive, appreciative, and respectful, no matter how strongly we might disagree. This is especially critical to remember when posting written responses, since tone is difficult to read without body language and voice intonation.

Ball State University’s Plagiarism Policy 
The university guidelines on plagiarism will be followed in this course: 1) presenting as one’s own work the ideas, representations, or words of another person without customary and proper acknowledgement; 2) submitting an assignment purporting to be the student’s original work which has been wholly or partly created by another person (this includes working with one or more students in the course to create essentially the same product). You may use other peoples’ ideas, but you must CITE YOUR SOURCES. This is true for EVERY assignment.
Any assignment in which plagiarism is found will result in a grade of “0.” It is possible that the instructor will use a software program to check the authenticity of the work. If you have any concerns regarding plagiarism, please check with me before submitting. 

Here are the official guidelines from Ball State:

“As students of the university you must conduct yourself in accordance with the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Academic dishonesty includes any type of cheating or plagiarism, both inadvertent and intentional. Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated and will be treated in accordance with the BSU Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities, Section 7 (Student Academic Ethics Policy, sections 7.2.2a-d). An ethics violation, depending on the severity, can lead to a zero for the assignment, failure of the course, or expulsion from BSU. Per University policy, all ethics violations, even if resolved at the instructor level, are reported to the University. Everything you turn in must be your own original work. If you are unclear about this policy or my expectations, you must notify me immediately. Claiming that you did not understand the concepts of plagiarism, proper referencing, or cheating will not be an acceptable defense after you have already turned in an assignment.”

Course Content Ownership 
As the course instructor, I retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without permission. Students also may not record classes without explicit permission to do so. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Contact and/or The Information Technology Users' Privileges and Responsibilities Policy. 

https://ballstate.policytech.com/dotNet/documents/?docid=244&public=true  

UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND SUPPORT

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS STATEMENT

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Counseling and Telehealth Services: If you are experiencing mental health concerns, telehealth services are available as well as other counseling services: https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counselingcenter
 
University Bias Reporting and Resources
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found here. For Bias Incident Response information, please click here or e-mail reportbias@bsu.edu.

COVID-19
All Students should be familiar with the COVID-19 Plan for Students.  The full plan can be found here: https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/emergency-preparedness/pandemicfluprep/coronavirus/plans-resources/return-to-campus-plan-for-students
Dean of Students 
The Office of the Dean of Students, within the Division of Student Affairs, is committed to helping all students reach their fullest potential by providing assistance, education, intervention, and referral services.
The staff seek to provide a caring environment that encourages and empowers students to seek support.  This includes support with personal concerns, emergency situations, and when “life” happens. In addition to the support for students, members of our staff serve as a resource for family members, parents, University employees, and community members as we work together to support the student and create a safe and healthy learning environment. https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students 
Student Leaves for Funerals, Bereavement, Jury Duty, and Pregnancy

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures/student-leaves
 
The Ball State Beneficence Pledge:
www.bsu.edu/pledge (academic excellence and high standards of scholarship, academic integrity and honesty, social responsibility, and valuing difference)
 
Academic Integrity
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity

Grade Appeal Policy: 
To review your rights as a student related to grades, please refer to the grade appeal policy: https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/grade-appeals

Canvas Accessibility
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010.

Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).
Technology and Technical Help
Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary.  BSU provides resources to help you.  A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work. If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. The helpdesk can be contacted at: 765-285-1517 or online at https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk

The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (Robert Bell 295/Bracken Library/online) to get additional feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to https://www.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/writingcenter

The Learning Center
Students can seek additional support for this course at The Learning Center, which offers free tutoring for any writing task and for general study strategies such as time management, test taking, and effective textbook reading and note taking. Call 765-285-1006 or visit NQ 350 to make an appointment to meet with a tutor. 

FERPA and Privacy
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/registrar/ferpa

Basic Needs Security   Any student who has difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat or who lacks a safe and stable place to live, and believes this may affect their performance in the course, is urged to contact Cardinal Kitchen https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/student-life/programs-services/service-opportunities/cardinal-kitchen

Cardinal Closet   The Student Action Team coordinates the Cardinal Closet. The Cardinal Closet is a place where Ball State community members can donate professional attire. Ball State students may "shop" in the Cardinal Closet for professional attire for interviews, job fairs, etc. - free of charge! https://bsu.campuslabs.com/engage/organization/SAT

Counseling Center   Prioritizing self-care and your mental health are important. As people and as students, you may experience a range of situations that prevent you from optimizing your learning. These may include but are not limited to: high levels of stress, anxiety, loss of motivation, feeling down, strained relationships, drug/alcohol problems. The counseling center offers free, confidential mental health services. Contact (765) 285-1736 or stop in to Lucina Hall, Room 320 https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counselingcenter

Other Resources   For after-hours crisis/emergency services, call 911 or University Police @ 765-285-1111 to get immediate assistance.

If you or someone you know needs to speak with someone about a mental health crisis (e.g., thoughts of suicide or self-harm, severe depression, panic attacks or anxiety attacks, etc.) contact the following resources:
· National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 988
https://988lifeline.org/
· National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-7233
http://www.thehotline.org/
· RAINN: Rape, Abuse, Incest National Network: 1-800-656-4673
https://www.rainn.org/resources
· Trevor Project: 866-488-7386
information & support to LGBTQ  young people 24/7: http://www.thetrevorproject.org/
· Veterans Crisis Line: 988 and Press 1
Chat and text options available via web: https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
· Meridian Health Services (800) 333-2647 | (765) 286-1695
· Delaware County and Muncie community mental health agency: https://www.meridianhs.org/Contact
· A Better Way: (765) 747-9107
Shelter and services for victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, a walk in Rape Crisis Center, advocacy, individual trauma-informed counseling, support groups, transitional housing, a 24-hour crisis line for persons in any type of crisis, educatin and referrals, a suicide hotline, byullying, teen dating violence and domestic violence prevention programs, and a check in call service for elderly or disabled homebound persons. https://abetterwaymuncie.org/









High-Impact Practices

Ball State University seeks to provide each undergraduate student a premier educational experience. As such, a strategic imperative, as defined by our strategic plan, is that every student will complete at least one course that includes one of the following high-impact practices.
 
Undergraduate Research
Immersive Learning
Study Abroad or Away
Societal Issues or Global Challenge
 
This course includes: Societal Issues & Research. 

