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Ball State University

IDES 606 VISUAL CULTURE IN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Department of Construction Management & Interior Design   |   College of Architecture & Planning

	Course Information

	Term: 
	Fall 2025

	Day/Time:
	Online 

	Location:
	Canvas/online

	Instructor: 
	Reza Ahmadi
	Office: AT247

	Office hours:
	by appointment 

	Email: 
	rahmadi@bsu.edu

	Telephone:
	765.285.1471



Course Description: Chronological survey of the development of major historical periods and accompanying theoretical precedents that shape the design of the built environment from the mid- 18th century to the present. This interactive course encourages students to articulate theories based upon historical precedents, providing a catalyst for future design solutions.

Course Objectives:
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· identify significant theories behind the historical origins of architecture, interior design, art, and furnishings of the  mid-18th century to the present.

· contrast theoretical and historical precedents in architecture, interior design, art, and furnishings with focus on contemporary elements.

· examine cultural differences and the impact upon design in the rapidly changing 19th century through the present.

· design new products and concepts based upon historical and theoretical precedents.
Required Text(s):
Winchip, S. (2010). Visual culture in the built environment: A global perspective. New York: Fairchild Books.

Additional References (not required):
Antonelli, P. (2005). Humble masterpieces: Everyday marvels of design. USA: Haper Collins Publishers. 

Barnard, M. (2001). Approaches to understanding visual culture. New York: Palgrave Publications. Barry,

Beth, T. (1999) Design theory. 2nd ed. USA: Cambridge University Press. 

Blackburn, S. (1999). Think. New York: Oxford University Press.

Bowers, J. (2008). Introduction to two-dimensional design. New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 

Boyle, D. (2003). Authenticity: Brands, fakes, spin and the lust for real life. London: Flamingo

Buchanan, I (2018) A Dictionary of Critical Theory (2 ed.), Oxford: Oxford University Press. (UCA library) 

Caplan, R. (2005) Cracking the whip: Essays on design and its side effects. New York: Fairchild Publications 

Devlin, A.S. (2001) Mind and maze: spatial cognition and environmental behavior. W estport, Conn.: Praeger.

Gardner, G.T. (1996) Environmental problems and human behavior. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Hall, E.T. (1992) The hidden dimension. Peter Smith Publishing. Highmore,

Kaplan, R. & Kaplan, S. (1982) Humanscape: environments for people. Ann Arbor, MI: Ulrich Books. 

Koren, L. (1994). Wabi-sabi for artists, designers, poets and philosophers. USA: Stone Bridge Press

Kroemer, K.H.E. & Grandjean, E. (1997) Fitting the task to the human: A textbook of occupational ergonomics. New York: Taylor & Francis.

Kultermann, U. (1992) Architecture in the 20th century. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold.

Leupen, B., Grafe, C., Kornig, N., Lampe, M. & de Zeeuw, P. (2000) Design and analysis. New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Mahnke, F.H. (1996) Color, environment, and human response: the beneficial use of color in the architectural  environment. New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Petroski, H. (2006). Success through failure. USA: Princeton University Press.

Rengel, R. (2003) Shaping interior space. New York: Fairchild Publications..

Sommer, R. (1983) Social design. Prentice Hall Trade.

Tschumi, B. (1999). Architecture and disjunction. Massachusetts, USA: MIT Press

Whiteley, N. (1993). Design for society. USA: Reaktion Books

Zimring, C. (1982). The built environment as a source of psychological stress: impacts of buildings and cities on satisfaction and behavior. In G.W. Evans (Ed.) Environmental Stress. New York: Cambridge.



	
Assignment Type / Student Evaluation

Your overall course grade will be computed according to the following breakdown:


		*Assignment:
	*Percentage:

	Intro Presentation
	5%

	Ready to Begin Post
	1%

	Chapter / Discussion / Visual Posts
	33%

	Group meet: weeks 2, 5, 8, 11, 14
	5%

	Preliminary Project
	13%

	Final Project
	23%

	Midterm Exam
	10%

	Final Exam
	10%

	Total
	100%



*This is subject to change based on class progress.



	Grade
	Percentage

	A
	100 to 94

	A-
	93.9 to 90

	B+
	89.9 to 87

	B
	86.9 to 84

	B-
	83.9 to 80

	C+
	79.9 to 77

	C
	76.9 to 74

	C-
	73.9 to 70

	D+
	69.9 to 67

	D
	66.9 to 64

	D-
	63.9 to 60

	F
	59.9 and below

	
	



GRADE POLICIES
1. Grades are based on your performance on exams, assignments, and class participation.
2. All lectures will be available on Canvas.  
3. All assignments are to be uploaded through Canvas.
4. Dates for exams and assignments are assigned in the course schedule. 
a. It is your responsibility to keep to the suggested schedule; if there is a problem with a date, you must let me know. 
5.        No late work accepted. All assignments, complete or incomplete, must be turned in on the due date.
a. Unless prior arrangements are made by the student with the instructor (for extenuating circumstance only) all exercises and papers must be handed in on time at whatever their stage of completion. 
6. Exams will be based on lecture notes and assigned readings and will consist of essay, short answer, multiple choice, true-false, and matching questions.
7. Grades will be maintained on Canvas. 
a. Questions concerning any grade must be resolved prior to submitting the final visual presentation. 
b. If there is a mistake in a grade, please let me know immediately.  

PLAGIARISM:
Refer to Bal State’s plagiarism policy: https://cms.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/teachers/departments/elementaryed/currentstudents/acaddish

EMAIL POLICY:
All e-mail correspondence will be sent to your BSU e-mail address. If you have another address where you wish to receive your e-mail, you need to forward it to the assigned BSU email account. This can be done from the BSU web site (www.bsu.edu). At the Home page, go to “Current Students”, select “Go to Webmail” and under the “Microsoft Outlook Web Access” area, select “Set forward”.

ATTENDANCE POLICY
Attendance in Ball State University online classes is measured by your active participation in course activities at least once each week. Be sure to complete your course work as assigned to ensure you are recorded as attending the course. Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success. As this is an online course, it is up to every student to stay on track and not fall behind. You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates. Developing a routine is essential. All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date. Assignments submitted late may be subject to a reduction in points, or no points at all.

ETIQUETTE STATEMENT
In a civil classroom (online or on-ground) environment, the atmosphere is to be a safe place to learn, express and question. As such, respectful behavior is expected at all times. Students may disagree, question, and counter viewpoints presented without fear of attack or reprimand so long as the conversation is mindful. Please remember the following in all forms of communication in this course:
· Do not use language that could be considered strong or offensive. 
· Keep all writings and correspondence as professional as possible. 
· Keep writing to a point and stay on topic.
· Double-check all writing to make sure that it clearly conveys the exact intended message.
 









CARDINAL PLEDGE:
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UNIVERSITY POLICIES
A note from the Writing Center:
We are pleased to announce the freshly renovated Writing Center will be open in its new location this fall semester (RB 295)! At our new site, we will continue to offer free writing feedback for students in any class. We held a record number of sessions last year (over 3000 feedback sessions!) and aim to break that record this year. One key to improving your writing is getting feedback and revision suggestions on your text during the writing process. The Writing Center at Ball State offers free writing feedback sessions (online or face-to-face) to all students.
They work with students on essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slide shows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. Students can make an appointment by going to www.bsu.edu/writingcenter, stopping by Robert Bell 295, or by calling 765-285-8370.
A note from the Learning Center:
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. For Fall 2020, all Tutoring and Academic Coaching appointments will take place online via WebEx. 
Students can begin making appointments on Thursday, August 27. Tutoring and Academic Coaching will begin on Monday, August 31. 
To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “TutorTrac.” 
For more information, visit www.bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-3780. 
The Learning Center's physical space, NQ 350, will not be open for in-person Tutoring or Academic Coaching during Fall 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Please follow the instructions above to make or cancel online appointments, and call us if you have questions!
A note from Disabled Student Development (DSD):
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. Students with DSD documentation are expected to develop a plan that outlines steps for successful attendance and participation in class.
If you are experiencing mental health concerns, telehealth services are available.
A note from the Counseling Center:
 If you are experiencing mental health concerns, telehealth services are available here: https://www.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/practicum/referral.  DS does NOT address telehealth. Mental health concerns are referred to the Counseling Center. 
BSU Statement on Diversity and Multicultural Awareness:
Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found here.  For Bias Incident Response information, please e-mail reportbias@bsu.edu.
A Civility Statement:
“In a civil classroom environment, the atmosphere is to be a safe place to learn, express and question. As such, respectful behavior is expected at all times. Students may disagree, question, and counter viewpoints presented without fear of attack or reprimand. Behavior such as talking with classmates at inappropriate times, reading the newspaper, using electronic devices for non-classroom activities, sleeping in class, allowing cell phones and pagers to sound are considered inappropriate and disrespectful in a civil classroom environment.”
Addressing Academic Dishonesty:
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated by the Department of Construction Management and Interior Design. The Student Academic Ethics Policy can be found under the Student Code in the Calendar of Events Handbook.
Copyright and Unauthorized Sale of Course Materials:
It is inappropriate for any student to post materials that a faculty member has created and, thus, has ownership over. It is also a violation of our Information Technology Users’ Privileges and Responsibilities policy Section 6c for students to use Ball State supported systems (e.g. Canvas or Ball State e-mail) to solicit or advertise for these sites. Students violating this policy may be referred directly to the Office of Student Rights and Community Standards.
Other Helpful Links:
• www.bsu.edu/studentrights/academicethics- The Academic Ethics policy is section VII of the Code.
• http://www.bsu.edu/pledge- A direct link to the Beneficence Pledge.
• www.bsu.edu/studentrights/disruption- Disruption in classrooms, offices, and other facilities supporting the University is prohibited by Code section 5.2.9.
• www.bsu.edu/studentrights/bereavement- Section 1.6.9 of the Code outlines students’ rights to be excused for funerals and bereavement.
• The entirety of the Ball State Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities (Code) is published on-line at http://www.bsu.edu/studentcode.
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CARDINALS CARE PLEDGE

Consistent with the Beneficence Pledge, guided by our enduring values, and grounded in more
than 100 years of history, Ball State University is committed to social responsibility. We view
social responsibilty as our collective and individual obligation to behave and act in ways that
are’in the best interest of others in our communities and our society.

Now more than ever, it is important for all of us to focus on civility, courtesy, compassion, and
dignity, and seek to understand one another by genuinely caring for each other.

With our nation confronting the COVID-19 pandermic, we must rise to the occasion by being
responsible for ourselves and each other during these unprecedented times.

We are asking all members of the Ball State community to take the Cardinals Care Pledge.
I pledge to:

Care for Myself
1 will monitor my health on a daily basis and, when appropriate, | will seek professional
care to prevent and treat COVID-19 symptoms.

1 will cover my cough and my sneeze, and | will wash my hands often.

If I suspect | have symptoms of COVID-19, | will promptly communicate with staff and
healthcare professionals who can help me manage my heath.

Care for Other Cardinals
1 will wear a mask to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and to protect others.

1 will maintain physical distancing and stay home if | feel sick or if | believe I've been
exposed to someone who has COVID-19.

1 will inform my instructors and fellow students who may be counting on me to
complete courses and academic goals.

Care for Our Campus and Community

1 will educate myself regarding regulations, requirements, and guidelines that | need to
be aware of as part of the campus and community.

1 will abide by protocols set by businesses and other organizations to help mitigate the
transmission of COVID-19.

1 will participate in educational programs to help take care of myself and others, and
demonstrate respect and compassion for those around me.

#CardinalsCare
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