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COURSE NUMBER: PSYS 363 (section 810) – Online 
 
TITLE: Cognitive Psychology
 
CREDIT HOURS: 3
 
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Dan Nardi

	Contact information: You can communicate with me in three different ways:
· Via email (dnardi@bsu.edu). Please include PSY 363 in the subject line.
· Posting publicly in the "Ask Dr. Nardi" discussion board on Canvas.
· Zoom call (first schedule with me a time via email): https://bsu.zoom.us/my/dnardi

Monday-Friday, I routinely check email and discussion postings. You can expect a reply within 24 hours.
In the weekend, expect an answer by Monday.


IMPORTANT STATEMENT FOR THIS ONLINE COURSE: This is an online asynchronous course where most of your learning will come from self-paced reading of the assigned textbook chapters. There are deadlines that need to be met for the assignments, but you may go ahead and complete as many assignments as you want before the deadlines. Additional resources will be available (e.g., lecture slides, flashcards and demo activities on the textbook website), however, in order to succeed you will have to develop a routine of reading the textbook chapters, and allowing time to ask questions, complete the assignments, and elaborate on the material for the activities.


COURSE DESCRIPTION: A survey of research and theory in some of the "core topics" of cognitive psychology: perception, attention, memory, and language. More specifically, the course will mainly focus on how information is collected, attended to and interpreted (perception and attention), and how it is stored and retrieved (memory). Furthermore, the course will deal with higher cognitive functions, such as language. Discussion will focus on the relationship between theoretical problems, empirical discoveries, and aspects of everyday life.

Prerequisite: PSYS 100


COURSE RATIONALE: Cognitive Psychology is very relevant to everyday life because it studies the mental functions that we routinely and unconsciously use. It will help you understand that our mind is not an empty vessel that collects information passively, but that there are many mental processes that interpret, organize, and operate on that information. This makes our mind like a machine, and just like any machine, it has mechanisms, rules, limitations, and malfunctions. This course will lead you to critically analyze these topics while forming core knowledge on the research and implications related to the study of Cognitive Psychology.


COURSE OBJECTIVES: This course provides a unified overview of the broad field of Cognitive Psychology. The specific objectives are to:
· Understand the main topics of cognition, including perception, attention, memory, language, and consciousness, and how they apply to everyday life.
· Critically evaluate central questions, important findings, and remaining challenges related to human cognition.
· Compare and contrast the experimental methods used in the field.
· Read and critically evaluate scientific articles on cognitive psychology.


INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES: Students will be able to:
· Evaluate major concepts, theories, and research in cognitive psychology.
· Apply innovative, integrative, and critical thinking skills to interpret psychological phenomena related to cognition. 
· Interact effectively, sensitively, and ethically with people from diverse backgrounds and demonstrate understanding of the sociocultural contexts that influence individual differences in cognition. 
· Apply knowledge of cognitive psychology to real-world issues. 
· Write critically and effectively by evaluating evidence, issues, ideas, and problems from multiple perspectives. 
· Develop a greater appreciation for your mental processes and an excitement for research in cognition.


REQUIRED TEXT: Reisberg, D. (2021, 8th Ed.). Cognition: exploring the science of the mind. Norton. ISBN: 978-0393877601. 

Common questions:
· Do you need this textbook to succeed in this course? Yes. And you need it right away.
· Do you need the online resources (ZAPS) to succeed in this course? No. They can be very helpful, but they are not necessary.


REQUIRED ONLINE RESOURCES: A BSU network account for email and Canvas.  You will need a Zoom account if you want to call me (https://bsu.zoom.us/).

SOFTWARE: You will need Microsoft Office. Furthermore, if you want to call me, you will need to download Zoom (https://bsu.zoom.us/).

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT: Become familiar with the class interface on Canvas before the course begins and seek help if necessary. BSU provides resources to help you.  A lack of Canvas knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work. For online services and technology support, visit: https://www.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/online/services-for-students . In addition, the Help Desk can be contacted at 765-285-1517 or via email at helpdesk@bsu.edu.


GENERAL POLICIES/INFORMATION:
Attendance. Attendance in Ball State University online classes is measured by your active participation in course activities at least once each week. Be sure to complete your course work as assigned to ensure you are recorded as attending the course.

Participation and Timeliness. Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success.  In online courses this takes the form of participation in discussion via forums, chat, and other electronic means provided.
As this is an online course, it is up to every student to stay on track and not fall behind.  You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates.  Developing a routine is essential.
All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific time and date (see policy below).

University Statement. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.

Student Academic Ethics Policy. Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

Use of Generative AI. The use of generative AI (e.g., ChatGPT) is not allowed for any part of the course. Using AI to complete an assignment will be considered plagiarism (see paragraph above).

Freedom of Expression. In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Disability Statement. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

The Writing Center. All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Learning Center. The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com. 
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.   
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC. 

The Basic Needs Hub. If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 

Self-Care. If you are going through a tough time because of personal problems or diminished mental health, keep in mind that you are not alone, and that help is available. The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.
Remember that getting help is a smart and healthy thing to do—for yourself and for your loved ones. 

Communication:
· For questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade or anything personal intended for the instructor, please use your BSU email (dnardi@bsu.edu). Please include PSYS 363 in the subject line.
· You can post public questions of general interest in the "Ask Dr. Nardi" discussion board on Canvas.
· For virtual meetings, we can use Zoom (https://bsu.zoom.us/my/dnardi), but first schedule with me a time via email. 
· Response time:
· Monday-Friday, I routinely check email and discussion postings. You can expect a reply within 24 hours.
· In the weekend, expect an answer by Monday.


GENERAL COURSE FORMAT: One or two book chapters are assigned per week (total of 8 book chapters for the whole course duration). For each chapter, there are always these three routine requirements: 
1. Take the Chapter quiz. Each quiz is worth 30 pts and contains 15 randomly selected questions (two pts per question). This is open-book/open-notes and you have 120 minutes. You can take each quiz twice, and the highest score will be retained.
2. Write a Chapter application. In the discussion board, create a new post in which you give an everyday application for something that you have learned in the chapter. This needs to be a paragraph of minimum 100 words. You need to clearly state which concept you are addressing, and how it applies to everyday life. Your application will be graded based on clarity, accuracy, relevance, and how in-depth you went. Each Chapter application is worth 5 pts.
3. Write at least one reply to someone else’s Chapter application. For each chapter, you must respond to one or more postings made by other students. Your response should be a few sentences long, be stated in a supportive manner, and can contain questions for further clarification, alternative viewpoints, and your own personal interpretations of the material. Two points per chapter. 
[The Chapter application and the reply will be graded together. Chapter application (5 pts) + reply (2 pts) = 7 pts per Chapter discussion board].


In addition, there are three one-time requirements: 
· Self-introduction. In Week 1, write a post on the discussion board to introduce yourself. Include things such as why you are taking this course, where you're from, and a little about your interests and hobbies. The information you provide will be visible to other class members. This is worth 10 pts for completion.
· Writing assignment. In Week 3, complete the writing assignment. This will require critically thinking and elaborating about concepts covered in an assigned reading and/or book chapters. Directions on the assignment are posted on Canvas. Worth 50 pts.
· Final Exam. In Week 5, take the final cumulative exam. This is open-book/open-notes and you have 120 minutes. It is worth 100 pts and contains 40 questions from all the chapters (2.5 pts per question). You can take this twice and your highest grade will be retained.


COURSE GRADING:
	 
	Points each
	Total Points

	Chapter quizzes. Total of 8.
	30
	240

	Chapter application. Total of 8.
	5
	40

	Discussion board replies. Total of 8.
	2
	16

	Introduce yourself post.
	10
	10

	Writing assignment
	50
	50

	Final Exam
	100
	100

	 
	TOTAL:
	456

	


 
GRADING SCALE:
Your final grade will be assigned according to the following scale (% of total possible points):
A 	100% - 92.00%
A-	91.99 - 90.00	
B+	89.99 - 88.00
B	87.99 - 82.00
B-	81.99 - 80.00
C+	79.99 - 78.00
C	77.99 - 72.00
C-	71.99 - 70.00
D+	69.99 - 68.00
D	67.99 - 62.00
D-	61.99 - 60.00
F	59.99 & below

I do NOT round up grades!


IMPORTANT CLASS POLICIES:
· Late assignment policy: a 5% grade deduction will be applied if the assignment is completed within 24 hours past the due date; after that, there will be a 20% grade deduction for every day late. 
· Within 1 day late = you lose only 5% of possible points
· Within 2 days late = you lose 20%
· Within 3 days late = you lose 40%
· Within 4 days late = you lose 60%
· Within 5 days late = you lose 80%
· More than 5 days late = your submission receives zero points.
· Extensions are available only for documented, serious circumstances of hardship, and will be considered case-by-case. 
· It is your responsibility to routinely check Canvas (https://bsu.instructure.com) and your inbox for important announcements. 
· Class etiquette. Class participation in the form of discussion board postings/replies is required. Sharing your thoughts stimulates the whole class and creates a positive learning environment. However, it is important to express your thoughts in a respectful way keeping in mind that all of us have different sensibilities and cultural backgrounds. Offensive, disrespectful, or unprofessional behavior towards students and the instructor will not be tolerated.
· Grades are private and available only on Canvas.  Communication with the instructor of a confidential nature is to be conducted via your BSU email.

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR THE SCHEDULE


SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS. All deadlines are at midnight of the due date.
	WEEKS
	CHAPTERS
	ASSIGNMENTS
	DUE DATES

	Week 1
May 11-15
	Chapter 1: Introduction
	Routine:
· Chapter quiz 
· Chapter application on discussion board 
· Discussion board reply 

Additional: Introduce yourself post 
	Fri, May 15

	Week 2
May 18-22
	Chapter 3: Visual perception
	Routine:
· Chapter quiz 
· Chapter application on discussion board 
· Discussion board reply 
	Fri, May 22

	
	Chapter 4: Recognizing objects
	Routine:
· Chapter quiz 
· Chapter application on discussion board 
· Discussion board reply 
	

	Week 3
May 26-29
	Chapter 5: Attention
	Routine:
· Chapter quiz 
· Chapter application on discussion board 
· Discussion board reply 
	Fri, May 29

	
	Chapter 6: Memory acquisition
	Routine:
· Chapter quiz 
· Chapter application on discussion board 
· Discussion board reply 

Additional: Writing assignment 
	

	Week 4
June 1-5
	Chapter 7: Types of memory
	Routine:
· Chapter quiz 
· Chapter application on discussion board 
· Discussion board reply 
	Fri, June 5

	
	Chapter 8: Remembering complex events
	Routine:
· Chapter quiz 
· Chapter application on discussion board 
· Discussion board reply 
	

	Week 5
June 8-12
	Chapter 10: Language
	Routine:
· Chapter quiz
· Chapter application on discussion board
· Discussion board reply

Additional: Final Exam
	Fri, June 12



