BALL STATE

UNTITVERSITY.
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY

ARCH 698

Summer Semester 2026
Tuesday & Thursday 1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Instructor: J.P. Hall

Office : AB430

Phone : office 765-285-1915

Email : jphall@bsu.edu

Office hours: T/TR 12 :00 to 1 :00 and by appt.

Catalogue Description

Special and timely project relating to architecture or historic preservation undertaken by a group of
students. Prerequisite: graduate standing. A total of 12 credits may be earned but no more than 6 in any
one semester or term.

Course Objectives

This course asks students to think critically about the relationship between preservation and the human
experience of place. By the end of the course, students will be able to analyze how places hold memory,
identity, belonging, and community; evaluate the consequences of placelessness, loss, and disconnection;
connect preservation theory to lived experience and professional practice; and articulate a personal
philosophy of preservation and place that can inform future work as preservationists, designers, planners,
advocates, or citizens.

Special Needs:
If you need course adaptation or accommodation because of a disability, if you have emergency medical

information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated,
please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. Our office hours and contact information is
listed above.

University Statement

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a
culture of respect and civil discourse.

Disability Statement

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of
record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with
disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations
can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Project/Assignments
The studio experience will be organized around a primary project and opportunities for reflection.
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Course Format:

This course is a discussion-based graduate seminar. Class meetings will combine short lectures, reading
discussions, written reflections, and applied conversations about preservation, place, memory, and
community.
Students are expected to complete assigned readings before class and come prepared to discuss them
thoughtfully. Because this is a small seminar, active participation is essential. Participation includes
speaking, listening, asking questions, responding to classmates, and connecting course ideas to
preservation practice.
The course will also include regular in-class writing through a Preservation and Place Journal. This
journal will help students develop observations, questions, and ideas that contribute to the final project.
The final project asks each student to develop a personal and professional philosophy of preservation and
place. This project will synthesize course readings, discussions, journal reflections, and examples from
preservation practice.
Most class sessions will include:

e brief instructor framing or lecture

e discussion of assigned readings

e short writing or journal exercises

e application to real places and preservation practice

o closing reflection or synthesis
The course is designed to help students connect preservation theory and practice with larger questions
about place, memory, community, and change.

Course Assignments

This course is built around a cumulative process. Each assignment helps you develop your final
philosophy of preservation and place.

Participation / Held Conversation — 25%

This is a discussion-based seminar. Participation means helping create a serious and generous intellectual
community. Students are expected to complete readings, bring questions, listen carefully, contribute
regularly, connect discussion to course concepts, and help the group hold tension productively.
Participation is not performance. It is responsibility to the group.

Preservation and Place Journal — 25%

Students will keep a Preservation and Place Journal throughout the course. The journal is a working space
for images, memories, observations, reading notes, sketches, questions, and emerging claims. It is not
graded for polish or artistic skill, but for completion, seriousness, specificity, and engagement with the
course.

Students should complete at least two entries per week.

Weekly Reflection Claims — 20%

Each week, students will submit a short reflection of approximately 500—750 words. These reflections
should turn journal work, readings, and class discussion into emerging claims about preservation and

place. Each reflection should include a specific place or image, a connection to at least one reading or
course concept, and one clear claim.
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Final Philosophy of Preservation and Place — 30%

The final project asks students to craft their own philosophy of preservation and place. This project
should explain what the student believes places do for human beings, what threatens meaningful places,
what preservation should defend, and what professional stance they want to carry forward.

Final projects may take the form of an essay, manifesto, public-facing essay, or visual-philosophical
document. All final projects must include a written component, engage course readings, and make a clear

argument.

Evaluation and Grading:

Final grades will be based on the student’s engagement with the full course process, including
preparation, participation, journal work, written reflections, discussion, and the final philosophy project.
This course emphasizes steady intellectual engagement over the full five weeks. Students are expected to
complete readings, participate in class discussions and activities, contribute thoughtfully to the shared
learning environment, maintain a Preservation and Place Journal, and complete all written assignments on
time.

Simply attending class is not sufficient to earn a passing grade. Students must demonstrate active
engagement with the course material, readings, discussions, and assignments.

All assignments are due at the beginning of class unless noted otherwise. Late assignments may be
penalized by one letter grade unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor or
documented extenuating circumstances apply.

Grading Scale
A/ A-— Excellent Work
Work exceeds course requirements and demonstrates exemplary understanding, depth of thought,
originality, clarity, and sustained engagement with course themes.
e A =92% and above
e A-=90%t091.9%
B+ /B /B-— Good Work
Work satisfies course requirements and demonstrates strong understanding, thoughtful engagement, and
clear connection to readings, discussions, and course concepts.
e B+=288% to 89.9%
e B=82%t1t087.9%
e B-=80% to 81.9%
C+/C/C-— Average or Minimum Passing Work
Work satisfies basic course requirements but may show limited depth, uneven engagement, weak
connection to readings or discussion, or underdeveloped ideas.
e C+=78%t079.9%
e C=72%t1077.9%
e C-=70%to71.9%
D+ /D /D- — Needs Improvement
Work is incomplete, ineffective, minimally engaged, or does not adequately satisfy course requirements.
e D+=68% to 69.9%
e D=62%t067.9%
e D-=60% to 61.9%
F — Failing Work

Work does not meet course requirements, is substantially incomplete, or demonstrates insufficient
engagement with the course.
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e F =Dbelow 60%

Basis for Final Grade
Final grades will be calculated according to the following categories:

Assignment Category Percentage
Attendance, Participation, and Engagement 25%
Preservation and Place Journal 25%
Weekly Reflection Claims 20%

Final Philosophy of Preservation and Place 30%

Total 100%

Assignment Expectations
All assignments should demonstrate careful thought, clear writing, and meaningful engagement with

course readings, discussions, and examples. Written work should move beyond summary and show the
student’s developing ability to interpret, question, synthesize, and make claims about preservation and
place.

Because this course builds cumulatively toward the final philosophy project, students are expected to
keep pace with weekly assignments. Missing or incomplete work will weaken the student’s ability to
participate fully in class and complete the final project successfully.

Late Assignment Penalties

All assignments are due at the beginning of class unless noted otherwise. Late submittals will be penalized
5% of assignment grade for each calendar day late except under unique circumstances that are brought to
the attention of the instructor with appropriate documentation at least 1 week prior to the due date.
Assignments submitted more than 1 calendar week after due date will not be accepted.

Attendance, Participation, and Engagement

Attendance at all class meetings is expected. This is a discussion-based seminar that depends on
regular participation, shared preparation, and sustained engagement. Because much of the work of
the course occurs through in-class discussion, writing, workshops, and applied activities,
attendance is essential to student success.

Students are expected to attend all scheduled class meetings, arrive on time, remain for the full
class period, complete assigned readings before class, participate in discussions and activities,
and engage respectfully with classmates, readings, and course material.

The participation and engagement grade is not simply an attendance grade. However, students
cannot earn a strong participation and engagement grade without consistent attendance. Missing
class means missing the central work of the course.

If a situation or academic conflict arises that prevents attendance, students should notify the
instructor before class whenever possible. Belated explanations may not be accepted except in
documented emergency situations. Late arrivals, early departures, or repeated periods of
disengagement during class may be counted as partial or full absences at the instructor’s
discretion.

Attendance will be documented.
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Participation and Engagement Evaluation

Participation and engagement will account for 25 % of the final course grade.

Grades for participation and engagement will generally be evaluated as follows:

A —Excellent Engagement

Attends all or nearly all scheduled class meetings; arrives prepared; completes readings; contributes
thoughtfully and regularly to discussion; listens carefully to others; participates fully in writing exercises,
workshops, and activities; demonstrates initiative, care, and intellectual investment in the course.

B — Good Engagement

Attends scheduled class meetings consistently; arrives prepared; completes most readings; participates in
discussions and activities; demonstrates clear engagement with the course material and expectations.

C — Basic Engagement

Attends most scheduled class meetings but contributes minimally; preparation may be inconsistent;
participation is limited, passive, or uneven.

D — Limited Engagement

Misses class repeatedly, arrives late or leaves early on multiple occasions, is frequently unprepared, or
shows limited engagement with discussions, activities, readings, or workshops.

F — Insufficient Engagement

Does not attend scheduled class meetings with regularity, does not participate meaningfully in course
activities, or demonstrates a lack of care or respect for the course process, classmates, assignments, or
learning goals.

Absence Policy

More than one unexcused absence may result in a reduction of the participation and engagement grade.
More than two unexcused absences may significantly reduce the final course grade. Excessive absence
may result in failure of the course regardless of completion of other assignments.

Because this is a short summer course, each class meeting represents a substantial portion of the course.
Missing even one class will have a significant impact on participation, discussion, and the development of
the final project.

Excused absences may be granted for documented university-approved reasons, including bereavement,
jury duty, pregnancy-related accommodations, military obligations, religious observances, serious illness,
or other circumstances recognized under university policy. Students should communicate with the
instructor as early as possible and provide documentation when appropriate.

During scheduled class time, students are expected to be actively engaged in class activities. Repeated
distraction, lack of preparation, or disengagement may affect the participation and engagement grade even
when the student is physically present.

Digital/Computer Failure

Please be advised, that failure of computer equipment, loss of digital data, etc. will not be an acceptable
excuse for late or missing work. There are numerous options for backup through the university, cloud
storage, external drives, and other means of bapcking up. Be thoughtful in planning your output if you
are planning on using university plotters/printers. There are many sections of studio and many may have
the same due dates as you have and there may be backups/delays.




