PSYS 363: COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY SYLLABUS
Fall 2025
Section 001 CRN 171675

Note: This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. 
Please always refer to the version posted on Canvas in case of updates.

Instructor Information
Dr. Ritchey, Associate Professor and Chair, Dept. of Psychological Science
       Ball State University, Muncie IN
Email: karitchey@bsu.edu
Phone: 285-1690 (A secretary will answer the phone; just ask to speak to me!)	
Office: North Quad 104B (located in main dept. office)
Office hours: Tues & Thurs. 9:30-10:30 or by appointment
Mailbox: North Quad 104 (main dept. office)

Graduate Assistant: Ashton Lyvers (ashton.lyvers@bsu.edu)
		        
Course Description 
Survey of theories and research about human thought and memory. Topics include attention, memory, problem solving, and language. Prerequisite: PSYS 100. 

Course Learning Outcomes
By the end of the semester, students should be able to: 
1. Correctly define terms used in cognitive psychology.
2. Describe the characteristics (e.g., methods, results, implications) of studies in cognitive 
       psychology.
3. Describe the scientific contributions made by cognitive psychologists.
4. Apply cognitive concepts to new situations.
5. Identify the main components of cognitive psychology theories.
6. Describe cognitive processes that influence behavior (e.g., judgement errors.)

Course Modality/Structure
This course meets in person every Tuesday and Thursday 11:00-12:15. The course format will be a combination of lecture, discussion, and in-class activities.

TextbookI strongly recommend using Reisberg’s Cognition: Exploring the
Science of the Mind (8th edition, W.W. Norton & Company).  You do not need 
to bring the textbook to class. A copy of this textbook is available at the 
Circulation Desk at Bracken Library (where you check out books), and you can 
use it for 2 hours at a time. Remember that you may be sharing this book 
with classmates, so please treat it kindly (e.g., Do not mark in it.)
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For more information about obtaining required course materials, see Ball State First Day.



Course Requirements

Exams: This course includes four exams worth 60 points each. Each exam contains three essay questions, worth 10 point each, and 30 multiple choice questions worth 1 point each. 
*Exams will be administered using Lockdown Browser during class time, so you’ll need to bring a laptop or iPad to complete the exam. Please be aware that Chromebooks do not support Lockdown Browser, so if you use a Chromebook, or don’t own a device, please see the “Exam Tips” handout on Canvas for help locating laptops you can use. 
*The exams will be open-book and open note, meaning that you may use the course PowerPoint slides, your notes, your study guides, and/or the textbook during the exam. You may not collaborate with anyone else during the exam nor use anyone else’s materials during the exam.

Project Option #1: Design a Research Study: This project asks to you choose a specific topic within cognitive psychology that interests you, read research about this topic, and propose a study to investigate this topic. Your finished product will be a research paper, which includes a brief literature review and your proposed study, and a presentation of your proposed study to the class. A draft of your paper will be due mid-semester. See remaining sections of the syllabus and Canvas for further information.

Projection Option #2: Create a Commercial: You will create a commercial advertising a product or service and use research from cognitive psychology to help design your product and your commercial. Your finished product will be a brief paper explaining the research you did on topics within cognitive psychology and a presentation of your commercial to the class. A draft of your paper will be due mid-semester. See remaining sections of the syllabus and Canvas for further information.

Attendance/Participation: You will benefit the most from regular attendance and active participation. Therefore, 1 point for attendance will be given on each of our 26 class meetings, not including exam days or the work day before Thanksgiving. The total points for attendance required on Canvas Gradebook is 22, meaning you can miss 4 class periods without penalty. 
*Attendance will be taken via “exit tickets”—each day you will write your name on an index card and answer a question from that day’s content or write your own question, fact, or reflection/creative thought about the content from that day’s class. 
*If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to obtain any information covered in that class, including notes, announcements, etc. 

Late Policy
If you cannot take an exam during the original assigned time frame, you may take a make-up version of that exam during finals week. Make-up exams will cover the same content as the original exam (e.g., both Exam 1 and Make-up Exam 1 cover the same chapters) and will be worth the same amount of points but will have different questions than the original exam.

Assignment due dates are listed on the schedule in this syllabus. Any assignment submitted after the due date will receive 2% deduction if you contact me prior to the deadline letting me know that a) You realize you are going to miss a deadline and b) Your plan/timeline for completing the work (i.e., your anticipated submission date.) 

If you do not contact me prior to the deadline with this information, you will receive a 10% deduction for each day late. The first day late begins one minute after the submission deadline. For example, if an assignment is due at 5:00pm, a deduction will be imposed beginning at 5:01 pm. Please note that submitting work late means that you may not receive helpful feedback before the next deadline. Therefore, I strongly advise you to do your best to meet each deadline. 

Laptop Policy
If you want to use a laptop to take notes, please be mindful of how your screen affects your classmates and me, and stay focused on class content. Anyone using a laptop inappropriately during class time (inappropriate use = anything other than taking notes, checking Canvas, searching for class-related information, etc.) relinquishes the privilege of using a laptop during class.

Academic Honesty and Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy
While students are encouraged to ask me, the graduate teaching assistants, and/or classmates for assistance, the final products you submit should reflect your own work. Relying on other students' work from previous semesters, copying current classmates’ work, and/or plagiarizing textbooks, websites, or published work will be considered cheating and I will follow Ball State’s policy regarding these situations. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.  

BSU subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may be asked to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. You may indicate in writing to me that you refuse to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case I will use other electronic means to verify the originality of your work.   

You may use a generative AI tool (e.g., ChatGPT) to brainstorm ideas for your course project, but you should note that material generated by these programs may be inaccurate, incomplete, or pose other problems. Therefore, I encourage you to rely mostly on your own creativity and/or brainstorm ideas with other humans. If you include material generated by an AI program in your project, you should cite it like any other reference material. 

You should NOT use AI tools to answer your exam questions. My purpose in asking you to complete essay questions is so that you truly understand the concepts well enough to explain them in your own words. 

Bottom line: If you have questions about what constitutes cheating or plagiarism, please ask me before you submit the work.

Grading 
(Note: I do not round up grades.)
							 		
First Exam = 			60 pts.		Grading Scale: 		
Second Exam = 		60 pts.		A = 100% - 94.00%       C = 77.99 – 74.00
Third Exam = 			60 pts.		A- = 93.99 – 90.00	C- = 73.99 – 70.00
Fourth Exam = 			60 pts. 		B+ = 89.99- 88.00	D+ = 69.99 – 68.00
Project Rough Draft =       	10 pts.		B = 87.99 – 84.00	D = 67.99 – 64.00
Project Paper = 			50 pts.		B - = 83.99- 80.00 	D- = 63.99 – 60.00
Project Presentation =       	20 pts.		C+ = 79.99 – 78.00	F = 59.99 & below
Attendance = 			22 pts.				
Total Points = 			342		
Course Schedule
Note: The schedule is subject to change. I reserve the right to change the dates of class topics, assignments, and/or exams. 

	DATE
	TOPIC
	READING
	WHAT’S DUE

	Tues. Aug. 19
	Syllabus/Introductions/
Introduction to Cognition
	Chapter 1
	

	Thurs. Aug. 21
	Introduction to Cognition
	Chapter 1
	

	Tues. Aug. 26
	Perception
	Chapters 3 & 4
	

	Thurs. Aug. 28
	Perception
	Chapters 3 & 4
	

	Tues. Sep. 2
	Attention
	Chapter 5 & 15
	

	Thurs. Sep. 4
	Attention
	Chapter 5 & 15
	

	Tues. Sep. 9
	Exam 1
	Chapters 1, 3, 4, & 5
	Exam 1 completed in class

	Thurs. Sep. 11
	Short term memory
& Working memory
	Chapter 6
	

	Tues. Sep. 16
	Short term memory
& Working memory
	Chapter 6
	

	Thurs. Sep. 18
	Long-term memory
	Chapter 6 & 7
	

	Tues. Sep. 23
	Long-term memory
	Chapter 6 & 7
	

	Thurs. Sep. 25
	Other memory topics
	Chapter 8
	

	Tues. Sep. 30
	Other memory topics
	Chapter 8
	

	Thurs. Oct 2
	Exam 2
	Chapters 6, 7, 8
	Exam 2 completed in class

	Tues. Oct.7
	Fall Break: No Class 
	
	

	Thurs. Oct. 9
	Knowledge Representation
	Chapter 9
	Rough Draft of Project Paper due by 12:00pm (noon)

	Tues. Oct. 14
	Knowledge Representation
	Chapter 9
	

	Thurs. Oct. 16
	Language
	Chapter 10
	

	Tues. Oct. 21
	Language
	Chapter 10
	

	Thurs. Oct. 23
	Imagery
	Chapter 11
	

	Tues. Oct. 28
	Imagery
	Chapter 11
	

	Thurs. Oct 30
	Exam 3
	Chapters 9, 10, 11
	Exam 3 completed in class

	Tues. Nov. 4
	Reasoning
	Chapter 12
	

	Thurs. Nov. 6
	Reasoning
	Chapter 12
	

	Tues. Nov. 11
	Problem-Solving
	Chapter 13
	

	Thurs. Nov. 13
	Problem-Solving
	Chapter 13
	

	Tues. Nov. 18
	Intelligence
	Chapter 14
	

	Thurs. Nov. 20
	Intelligence
	Chapter 14
	

	Tues. Nov. 25
	Work Day
	
	

	Thurs. Nov. 27
	Thanksgiving!
	
	

	Tues. Dec. 2
	Exam 4
	Chapters 12, 13, 14 and some semester-review questions
	Exam 4 completed in class

	Thurs. Dec. 4
	Presentations
	
	Presentations

	Final Exam period:
Tues. Dec. 9
9:45-11:45am
	Presentations
	
	Presentations and 
Final Papers due by 12:00pm (noon)






Class Recording 
Audiotaping, videotaping, photographing, or any other method of recording lectures or classroom discussions of any kind should be done only with the prior express permission of the instructor.  Recordings and other material distributed by the instructor is to be restricted to the personal use of the students enrolled in the course.

Record Keeping
I may make copies of the work you do for this class for department assessment purposes. I will remove all identifying information on these assignments before making your work available to anyone else. Unless you decline in writing, I will assume that you are allowing me permission to keep copies of your work for this class. See me if you have questions.

University Statement and Disability Services
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

University Grade Appeal Policy
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.

Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 
Student Support
Everyone on campus (your professors, advisors, administration, staff, etc.) wants you to succeed! Please consider using the following resources:
·  Learning Center
· Counseling Center
· Writing Center
· Speaking Center
· Multicultural Center
· Disability Services
· Student Success Coaching
· Basic Needs Hub
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