VOICE LESSON/STUDIO LAB SYLLABUS 
Fall 2025 
Studio: W (4-6pm) — Pruis Hall & AR 217 & MU 309
Lesson time arranged — NQ 294C
Musical Theatre Option 
Department of Theatre and Dance 
College of Fine Arts 
Ball State University
Jodi Cotton-Street — Instructor
NQ 294C - Office
Office Hours:  M (9-10am & 3-3:30pm); T (9-10am); W (9-10am); TH (9-9:30am)

REQUIRED MATERIALS: One, 2-inch, 3-ring binder, recording device, pencil and 	sheet protectors (non-glare). 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: Upon completion of this course, each student should be able 	to: 
		1. Demonstrate proper vocal technique. 
		2. Understand musical theatre genres and styles. 
		3. Present materials from the musical theatre repertoire.
		4. Demonstrate a working process for learning repertoire.
EVALUATION: Evaluation will be based on attendance, participation, assignments,		preparation and juried performances. 
ASSIGNMENTS:  Students will be assigned performance dates to present and work an		assigned song during studio class.  Song Dossiers will be due via email by 5pm 	on Friday, September 26!  Students are expected to be prepared (music, recording device, assignments, etc.) every week for lessons, accompanist times, and studio class. Students are also expected to read and comprehend any assigned literature.  Assignments might include but are not limited to song dossiers, repertoire lists, jury selections, music/book preparation, music analysis, and in-class observations. 
ATTENDANCE:  Students are required to attend all classes, scheduled lessons, and 	accompanist times. Any student with more than two unexcused absences for any		combination of studio class and lessons will be subject to a failing grade and may		be removed from the course. 
Students who miss three accompanist times will have their grade lowered by one letter grade! 
		Excused absences will only be given due to personal tragedy and/or		documented illness. A letter pertaining to the tragedy or a doctor’s note must be presented at the next lesson or class to be excused. 
		Make up lessons will not be given by the instructor unless the instructor is 	the reason the lesson is missed.
Missed accompanist sessions will not be rescheduled!

REPERTOIRE: Students are expected to learn a variety of repertoire representative of 	all periods, genres and styles of musical theatre.  Repertoire will be guided/determined by the voice instructor. 
STUDIO CLASS: Each student will have the opportunity to perform and work songs in		front of their respective voice studio. This class is not only for performers to		gain experience and refine their performance, but for those watching to develop		critical observation skills.  Students must work with the accompanist one 	week prior to their scheduled performance date!  Students should always be 	prepared to sing at every class if time allows.  Students who are observing should be engaged in the instruction, be encouraging, and be willing to participate.  (NO CELL PHONES OR LAPTOPS!!!!)
VOICE JURY: Students are required to participate in a juried performance in front of faculty at the end of each semester. 
The choices for juries will be made from a list of prepared pieces for the semester.  	
***Rules specific to the Cotton-Street Studio:
	2nd year, 3rd year, & 4th year students will be responsible for 5				musical theatre selections, 1 pop cut, & a Classical piece. 
	1st year students will be responsible for 3 musical theatre selections, 1			pop cut, & a Classical piece. 
Appropriate attire (think professional audition) for the juries is expected – NO JEANS!  All music must be properly prepared (as outlined in class) and BROUGHT TO THE JURY by the student for the accompanist.  Student’s books must be deemed acceptable by their voice teacher before being allowed to perform in the jury. A student’s failure to successfully complete the jury will result in probation. 
**An additional Classical Selection will be required of the Cotton-Street Studio and 	will be performed in a formal recital.  Pieces must be memorized!  Failure to attend the recital and/or memorize the Classical piece & the pop cuts will result in a	 letter grade cut for each instance!!!
**Attendance is also required at all on campus auditions unless otherwise excused 	by the instructor.  Failure to attend an audition will result in a letter grade cut!!!
GRADING: Lessons (including assignments & folders): 1/3 of total grade 
	Masterclass (including attitude, participation & preparation): 1/3 of total grade 
	Juries (including Jury Performance, Final Lesson “Final”, & Extra 				Performances/Auditions): 1/3 of total grade 
***Extra Auditions:***
Homecoming Talent Search Audition – TBA!!!
Talent Search – TBA!!! 
Other auditions – TBA!!!
(Cedar Point & Kings Island will probably be in November or December)
GENERAL EXPECTATIONS: Students are expected to be on time and fully prepared 	for every class, lesson, and accompanist time. A professional and courteous 	attitude toward instructors, accompanists, and peers is expected at all times. Illness can and will happen, so it is up to the individual to take the proper precautions to maintain a healthy lifestyle!!!!!!!!!!!!! Students will provide copies of their music to the accompanist in sheet protectors for rehearsal purposes. Music for in class performance should be available on a 	weekly basis and must be properly prepared. 	
PHYSICAL CONTACT: Physical contact with the instructor may occur in private lessons & Masterclass. Any physical contact used will be demonstrated in a functional and professional way to help the student better understand corrections concerning their singing technique, posture, and/or breathing. Before the instructor comes in physical contact with the student, they will ask the student for	permission. If the student is uncomfortable with physical contact on any level, it 	is their responsibility to inform the instructor immediately.  If a student is 	uncomfortable speaking with the instructor, they should contact the departmental 	Associate Chair, Tyler Smith (tasmith2@bsu.edu).
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Academic dishonesty involves intentional violations of		procedures that protect the integrity of the coursework completed by a student. 	For more information about academic dishonesty, visit the Student Academic 	Ethics Policy website, 
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/VIIEthicsPolicy.aspx 
CONDUCT: Students will conduct themselves in a manner that is appropriate for class 	and in line with standards set forth by Ball State University and the Department of		Theatre and Dance. Read more about Ball State’s Code of Conduct at 		
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/VCodeConduct.aspx
	The use of cell phones and all other personal electronic devices is prohibited 	during class unless the instructor indicates otherwise (i.e. taking notes on a laptop, 	audio recording lectures/classes). 

UNIVERSITY STATEMENT:
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

















***Please print off, complete, and turn in signed copy at the first Masterclass.***


Voice Lesson / Studio Agreement 


I, ___________________________, have read the above syllabus for this class.  I understand that if I have any questions, I am to see my Professor, Jodi Cotton-Street.  By signing this contract, I acknowledge that I know what is expected of me in this class as well as what the consequences are for not following the rules or turning in assignments. 


Student Signature___________________________________


Date_______________ 

