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HONR 202-5: The Monsters We Make 
Instructor: Dr. Amy K. Bosworth (she/her/hers) 

 
Course Description  
This course will explore how individuals or groups became “monsters” in the public 
consciousness.  Why did 9th-century Europeans view medieval Scandinavia as the land 
of plundering, marauding heathens?  What motivated 16th-century communities to 
label some women as “witches” and subject them to horrible acts of cruelty?   Why 
are some histories celebrated, while others are willfully forgotten?  Using primary and 
secondary source readings, along with art, objects, videos, podcasts, etc. we will 
study several examples of the “Othering” of individuals and groups from c.500-1800 
and address what motivated these actions. 
 
Rationale for Inclusion of Course in UCC-21 
HONR 202 provides an effective context to address the Humanities Tier 2 outcomes, 
as articulated below. In the transformation from to information to knowledge and 
knowledge to judgment, the course enables students to:  
• Analyze and synthesize elements from various sources (literature, the fine arts, 

and material culture) to create new understandings of the core ideas and 
attitudes of cultures from ca. 500-1800 CE. 

• Take an inquiring stance toward the world while appreciating the contributions of 
various cultural traditions.  

• Develop decision-making strategies and form knowledge both independently and 
collaboratively within a student-centered, exploratory learning environment. 

• Communicate their knowledge through well-crafted discussions, writings, 
presentations, and projects. 

 
List of Course Objectives 
• Analyze diverse texts critically and interpret the material culture of a variety of 

cultures between ca. 500-1800 CE. 
• Synthesize elements from various sources (including literature, the fine arts and 

material culture) to create new understandings of core ideas and attitudes within 
a variety of cultures between ca 500-1800.  

• Analyze critically competing hypotheses to form a judgement supported by a 
substantial rationale and evaluate judgements and rationales of others CE. 

• Solve problems and make decisions both independently and collaboratively.  
• Demonstrate effective, refined writing skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Required Texts è all readings, podcasts, etc. will be available for free and 

posted on the course Canvas page. 
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Grading  
Attendance and Participation - 40%  
Discussion Board Posts – 30% 
Research Project - 30%  
 

Final Grade Scale  

A = 93-100   A- = 90-92  

B+ = 87-89   B = 83-86   B- = 80-82  

C+ = 77-79   C = 73-76   C- = 70-72  

D+ = 67-69   D = 63-66   D- = 60-62  

F = 59 or below  

 

Week 1  

Course Introduction 
 
Week 2  
So, this is History?? 
 
Week 3  
Research project – select a type & (maybe) a topic due in Canvas by midnight EST 
on Sunday 
 
Week 4  
Fredegund, Fastrada, and Judith: The “Worst” Queens of the Franks  
 
Week 5 & 6  
Horned Helmets and Utter Devastation: It's the Vikings 
Research project – select a topic and provide a “plan” due in Canvas by midnight 
EST on Sunday [week 6] 
 
Week 7 & 8  
Medieval Holy War: Crusaders, Pilgrims, or Barbarians? 
 
Week 9  
NO CLASS MEETINGS – SPRING BREAK 🌴 
 
Week 10 -12 
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Research project – update + preliminary bibliography due in Canvas by midnight 
EST on Sunday [week 10 
 
Week 13  
Saint? Heretic?? Transgender Man???  Who WAS Joan of Arc?  
 
Week 14 & 15 
Danger on Your Doorstep?  The Early-Modern Witchcraft Hysteria 
Research project – update due in Canvas by midnight EST Sunday [week 14] 
 
Week 16  
It’s a SURPRISE!! 🎉 
 
Week 17  
Research Project (final draft) due in Canvas by midnight EST on Thursday 

 

Class Policies/Other Information  
 

** By enrolling in HONR 202, students agree to adhere to the following class 
policies and accept the consequences outlined for behavior/s deemed 

unacceptable **  
 

• Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse 
faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members 
of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and 
worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a 
culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and 
through university resources found here.  

• If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please 
contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates 
services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on 
file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services 
can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.  

• Academic misconduct, in any form, not tolerated.  This includes (but is not limited 
to) turning in another’s work as your own, giving another student answers during 
an exam, copying from another student’s exam or assignment, using sources not 
assigned in class.  All work submitted must be the student’s own.  Assignments 
completed or assisted using any form of AI will NOT be accepted for credit.  This 
will be considered academic misconduct and the above penalties will apply.  Those 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center
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found engaging in academic misconduct will receive a ‘0’ for the assignment and 
the Associate Provost contacted.  For a complete description of behaviors that 
constitute academic misconduct and the university’s policies regarding this 
behavior: 
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProce
dures/StudentCode/VIIEthicsPolicy.aspx  

• The Honors College community affirms its commitment to protect and enhance the 
environment through our learning, research, service, and administrative 
operations within the range of its academic mission. We seek to foster a 
community that sustains ecological systems and promotes learning for 
environmental awareness, local action, and global thinking. We seek to 
incorporate environmental principles and environmentally responsible practices as 
fundamental and integrated components of Honors College operations and 
programs.  

• BSU Crisis Line: The Crisis Line is staffed by trained professionals who are 
available to provide immediate support and assistance to any Ball State student 
who needs it. Students can reach the Crisis Line at our toll-free number, 765-285-
HOPE (4673). If you or someone you know is struggling with mental health issues, 
please do not hesitate to reach out. Remember, there is always hope, and our 
Crisis Line is here to help you find it.  

• Withdrawals: The course withdrawal period ends TBD. Through this date, students 
can elect to withdraw from a course; this process is completed through Self-
Service Banner. A “W” will appear on your record for the course. The instructor’s 
permission is not required. For details, see Degree Requirements and Time Limits 
in the current Undergraduate Catalog. 

http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/VIIEthicsPolicy.aspx
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/VIIEthicsPolicy.aspx

