AFA 101-1, Drawing, Spring 2026
Instructor Information
Instructor:                    Elnaz Masrour (She/Hers)
Office                              AJ 419
Email                              elnaz.masrour@bsu.edu
Studio Meetings:         M/W   AJ 452    12:00-2:45 pm
Course Credit:               3
Office Hours                  Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 12:00-2:00 pm, by appt

Course Information
Course Overview: An introduction to methods of visual thinking and drawing through studio experiences and lectures. All design fields utilize visual communication and drawing. Focus on the use of drawing as a method for creative problem solving, design development, and visual communication. Explore, from observation and imagination, the use of fast sketching and in-depth drawing, using various scales, mediums, and processes.
Course Objectives: 
· Critical Thinking: Students will use drawing as a tool for thinking and visualization, exploring multiple design solutions through sketching. 
· Visual Organization: Students will demonstrate a basic understanding of design principles and the organization of shape, form, and space.
· Visual Translation: Students will learn the fundamentals of drawing from observation, including a variety of subjects, settings, and objectives, which can be applied to drawing imagined subjects.
· Media: Students will develop proficiency in working with a variety of drawing media, methods, scales, and durations.
· Research: Students will use drawing as a form of research, collecting and sketching visual references relevant to designing imagined subjects and solving design problems.
· Communication: Students will hone their communication skills through drawing and design nomenclature learned in lectures and critiques.
· Critical Evaluation: Students will analyze and evaluate their design work and that of others against a range of criteria.
· Professional Awareness: Students will learn about drawing as practiced by artists and designers from various design disciplines through lecture presentations.
Final Exam is Wednesday, Dec 10th, 7:30-9:30 am
Course Structure
This course combines weekly sketchbook prompts completed outside of class with in-studio assignments that build technical skills and creative thinking. Students are expected to actively engage in both components to strengthen their observational skills, visual analysis, and expressive abilities.
· Sketchbook Prompts (Homework)
Weekly prompts encourage consistent practice, experimentation, and personal exploration. These exercises focus on developing speed, accuracy, and confidence, while allowing students to record observations, ideas, and visual research outside of class.
In-Studio Assignments
Guided lessons introduce new techniques and concepts each week, reinforced by structured drawing exercises completed in class. 
Course Time Commitment:
Students are expected to:
· Participate actively during in-class sessions for demos and studio work
· Spend additional time outside of class (approx. 4–6 hours per week) completing assignments and refining their final project
Course Materials
Materials and Costs: Students are responsible for providing their drawing materials for this course. 
Required materials can be purchased for less than $100. Optional materials might increase these costs. There is no required textbook for this course. 
Required materials include: 
· Drawing Pad, 18” x 24”
· Hardbound Sketchbook, size 8.5" x 11"
· Pencil Set, 10pc
· Pencil Sharpener, 1
· Mars Plastic Eraser
· Kneaded Eraser
· Mono Sand Ink Eraser
· Tracing Paper Pad (not in a roll), 19" x 24"
· Micron Pen 6 Pen Set, Black
· Razor Knife, 11
· Razor Knife Blades, 15pk
· Drafting Tape, Masking Tape, 1" wide roll
· Metal Ruler, 18" with cork back
· Self-Healing Cutting Mat, 12" x 18"
· Bic Ballpoint Pen, black ink (basic ballpoint... nothing fancy)
THE FOLLOWING SUPPLIES WILL BE NEEDED BY APRIL:
· Canson Mi Teintes color Paper (19" x 25" / 50cm x 65cm)
· Recommended Color: Light Blue, Light Green, or Steel Blue. Any light color is acceptable
· Prismacolor Pencils (soft round leads) or Faber Castell, 12 pack, plus:
Additionally, alternative materials based on your interests are also acceptable. 
A detailed materials list was provided to students before the start of the semester and is available on Canvas. As we progress through the semester, we will discuss other potential materials that you may choose to experiment with.
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS
Success in this course is based on the consistent production of substantial, high-quality work; active use of studio time; and thoughtful engagement in discussions with peers and the instructor. Your grade also reflects how deeply you engage with core concepts, take responsibility for developing your work through the creative process, and demonstrate attention to craft, presentation, and communication. Attendance and participation are essential components of your success.
Assessment Breakdown:
	Component
	Percentage

	In-Studio Assignments (quality, technique, creativity)
	60%

	Sketchbook Homework (completion, effort, exploration)
	20%

	Participation & Attendance (in critiques, discussions, activities)
	20%


Grading Scheme
	Grade
	Score Range (%)
	Description

	A
	93 – 100
	Excellent

	A−
	90 – < 93
	Very Good

	B+
	87 – < 90
	Good

	B
	83 – < 87
	Above Average

	B−
	80 – < 83
	Satisfactory

	C+
	77 – < 80
	Fair

	C
	73 – < 77
	Average

	C−
	70 – < 73
	Below Average

	D+
	67 – < 70
	Weak

	D
	63 – < 67
	Poor

	D−
	60 – < 63
	Very Poor

	F
	0 – < 60
	Failing



The naming convention for all submissions:
All homework must be submitted digitally as a single PDF file using the following naming convention:
Format: first name_last name of portfolio
Example: elnaz_masrour-portfolio 1-composition
Your PDF should include:
· All sketches (Class exercise & Homework)
· Notes and research
· Final drawing(s)
COURSE STATEMENTS AND POLICIES
Attendance Policy:
Attendance is essential for success in a hands-on studio course and is expected at every class meeting. You should aim to miss no more than 2–3 sessions, and critique days are especially important and should not be missed. You are allowed 3 absences (not including critiques) for any reason during the semester; these are intended to cover illness, emergencies, or other unavoidable events. Each absence beyond 4 will lower your final grade by 20%, and 6 absences will result in automatic course failure. Three instances of arriving late or leaving early (by more than 5 minutes) will count as one absence.
There is no distinction between “excused” and “unexcused” absences; an absence is an absence, so use your allowed absences wisely. If you have an approved disability accommodation for attendance flexibility, you will be allowed 5 absences before penalties apply. Exceptions to this policy may be made in cases of serious extenuating circumstances; communicate with me promptly if such situations arise.
Assignment Submission Policy:
Keeping good quality records of all your sketches, notes, photographs, 3D models, and anything else you produce as you go is evidence of your design process and is the responsibility of each student! Things that you initially think are inconsequential may become important markers of growth in your design journey and could affect your presentations, your final project submissions, and your grade. Strategies for documenting your work should be discussed with your instructor.
All assignments must be submitted digitally, in the format requested above. The file must be high quality but optimized for upload (not too large for Canvas). Submitting multiple files or failing to follow the naming format will result in your work not being accepted for grading.
Be sure to double-check your file before uploading!
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Late Assignment Policy:
· All assignments are due by the beginning of class on the due dates indicated.
If a life event or circumstances are preventing you from devoting the appropriate amount of time to complete a project to your satisfaction, then let me know! I understand, but it is your responsibility as a student to remain in communication and let me know when problems arise.
● Sketches, written assignments, etc., will receive an automatic grade reduction of 10% for being one day late. After one day late, your grade will be zero! This doesn’t include your final exam! 
Critique Policy:
Critique is a vital part of studio art education, providing a structured space to share ideas, explain creative choices, and receive feedback that supports artistic growth. All feedback should be given professionally and respectfully, focusing on both the strengths and areas for improvement in each work. Attendance at critiques is mandatory; missing one without prior instructor approval will impact your final grade.
Participation is also required; every student is expected to actively engage in discussion, offer constructive feedback to peers, and be receptive to feedback on their work. Missing a critique is the equivalent of missing an exam, as it is central to both learning and evaluation in this course.
Studio Culture:
Studio art classes differ from most university courses, with a strong emphasis on hands-on work and frequent use of physical materials. The studio is an active, sometimes messy, shared space, making respect for the environment and others essential. By enrolling, you commit to fostering a positive, collaborative atmosphere built on kindness, patience, flexibility, and responsibility.
You are expected to clean up after yourself, handle shared tools and materials with care, and contribute to maintaining an organized, functional workspace. Your goal should be to support equitable access and a productive environment for all students. Neglecting these responsibilities will negatively affect your grade.
Mobile Device Policy:
Cell phone use is not allowed in class except for research, reference, or listening to music while working. However, if phone use becomes a distraction, such as not participating in critiques or neglecting classwork, it will negatively affect your grade. Students are expected to remain attentive and engaged throughout all activities and feedback sessions.
UNIVERSITY POLICIES
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect, and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.
Plagiarism Policy: 
Plagiarism is not acceptable unless otherwise indicated. For all assignments, you 
must work independently. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason.
Potential Violations
Examples of academic integrity violations include, but are not limited to:
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
· Use or possession of a file created by someone else.
· Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.
· Fraudulent submission of work.
· Using unauthorized materials during Exams.
· Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.
· Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
· Posting course files and resources on study or content-sharing websites.
The Plagiarism Tutorial from UNC Libraries provides you with a great foundation in Academic Integrity.
CANVAS AND STUDENT PRIVACY
[bookmark: _Hlk207111786]Canvas Accessibility: 
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e., text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010.
Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).
FERPA and Privacy As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection.
Video Conferencing Recording:
In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings will typically be made available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. 
Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If you have concerns, please discuss these options with me.
Plagiarism Detection
The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuse to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.  

Course Calendar

	Week / Dates
	Activity

	Week 1 
	Course introduction: Container shape, form, and proportion

	Week 2 
	Composition and perceptual grid

	Week 3 
	Contour and line drawing, hatching technique 

	Week 4 
	Negative and positive space in drawing

	Week 5 
	Gesture and figure drawing

	Week 6 
	Ellipticals – Drawing round objects (Part 1)

	Week 7 
	Ellipticals – Drawing round objects (Part 2)

	Week 8 
	Perspective (Part 1)

	Week 9 
	Perspective (Part 2)

	Week 10 
	Perspective (Part 3)

	Week 11 
	Value – Light, shadow, and form (Part 1)

	Week 12 
	Value – Light, shadow, and form (Part 2)

	Week 13 
	Color – Introduction to color theory (Part 1)

	Week 14 
	Color – Application and harmony (Part 2)

	Week 15 
	Color – Final color project (Part 3)

	Week 16 
	Creative Project

	Spring Break
	March 1-8, Sunday-Sunday

	Final Exam
	



SUBJECT TO CHANGE STATEMENT
This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.
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