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ENG 103: Rhetoric & Writing (Fall 2025 Syllabus)

Instructor: cassia stults
Section #/ CRN: 43 / 26165
Email: cstults@bsu.edu
Office: Robert Bell (RB) 337

Office Hours: OSSOSO OO OO

Introduction

» Welcome to ENG 103: Rhetoric & Writing! In this course, you'll learn about the power of
rhetoric and composition, and how to apply rhetoric to craft compelling texts in both

written and multimedia formats, for various contexts. So, this class isn't just about
"writing." Rhetoric is everywhere, so regardless of your interests or future pursuits,
there's something in this class for you!

Expectations & Objectives

Course Description

» This course explores the art of rhetoric and composition, with emphasis on recognizing
and leveraging rhetorical appeals, comprehending audience and situation, and the
principles of multimodality and universal design. We'll be thinking a lot about process,
goal-setting, and how to most effectively accomplish our goals, in addition to some basic
strategies for utilizing research in multiple contexts.

« The rest of this document contains brief descriptions of the required materials, the major
and minor assignments, a rundown of the grading system, and some relevant university
policies and resources. Below you will find the official course description and goals:

ENG 103: Rhetoric and Writing (3): Introduces students to principles of global
rhetorics; develops secondary research and writing processes; provides practice
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analyzing how languaging processes and practices may vary across cultural and
rhetorical situations; focuses on the creation of written and multimodal texts.

Course Rationale

« Writing is a foundational skill that transfers to both upper-level courses and the
workplace. This course explicitly teaches writing and research processes as habits of
mind that students will build upon for future coursework. It also provides a global
perspective on rhetoric and language through the exploration of diverse rhetorics and
language practices.

Course Goals (Things You Will Accomplish)

» You will identify and analyze a variety of rhetorical concepts from different cultures;
» You will assess strategies for invention, drafting, and revision for individual composing
styles by setting goals and tracking growth;

» You will establish authorial agency and identity by developing an awareness of the
rhetorical history and impact of conventions (grammar, citation, format, and genre) as
they vary by culture and discipline;

» You will engage critically and carefully as readers (and listeners) of others’ perspectives
and languaging practices;

» You will produce texts in multiple modes for different rhetorical purposes and audiences;

» You will demonstrate ability to incorporate evidence and synthesize information from
multiple secondary sources.

Course Content

» Topics covered include readings about rhetoric, identity, and culture; informal writing,
including reflections on writing processes and self-assessment; at least three major
projects; peer review and revisions.

Required Materials

» The required textbook for this course is Ball Point vol. 1, and is provided through your
tuition fees. The password is chirp103

« We will also read selections from other Open Access (free) sources, which will be
uploaded or linked in our Canvas course.

» There will also be situations where you may need, or want, to write on paper. |
encourage you to have writing implements on hand for the class, though you are not
required to purchase any materials for the course.

Assignments
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Main Quests (Major Assignments)

Quest One: Memoir/Interfaces

« Write a memoir of 750-1,000 words that focuses on effective/ineffective moments of
communication you've experienced. Moments when the "interface" (be that human-to-
human, human-to-digital) of communication felt smooth, or glitchy. Our main goal with
this memoir is to think through our communication skills, and areas where we'd like to
improve them.

Quest Two: Rhetorical Analysis

» Write a rhetorical analysis of 750-1,000 words that addresses rhetorics specific to your
chosen text's historical and cultural context, as well as how a global audience may
interpret the text from their own worldview. You will select either a children’s illustrated
picture book, or a music video to analyze, and should incorporate af least 3 secondary
sources to aid in your analysis.

Quest Three: Call-to-Action

« Craft a call-to-action in the format of a "zine," utilizing the rhetorical skills you've learned
over the course of the semester. Your goal is to choose something you care about, and
select a niche audience that most needs to be called into action about the issue you've
chosen (even if that just means you're getting them to care). The length and source
requirement is at your discretion, as long as you demonstrate the rhetorical reasons for
your design choices.

Rhetorical Rationales

« Along with each major assignment, you are required to turn in a rhetorical rationale,
which is your way of reflecting on, and self-assessing the work you are creating in this
course. Treat this as one way of thinking about what you have learned, what you would
like to improve on in your work, and as a means of contributing to the grading process.

Final Reflection

» At the end of the semester, you will craft a reflection that addresses the semester as a
whole. You will reflect on all you've learned and gained from the course, and how you've
done in accomplishing our course goals (which are used to determine if/fhow well
someone has passed the class). Think about this as your final opportunity to influence
and persuade me about your final grade.

Side Quests (Minor Assignments)
Activities

» Each week, we will complete one or more activities related to the course content for that
day. This may be a discussion board post, or a submission on Canvas, or it may only be
an in-class activity (meaning it can only be completed if you are in class on that day).
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Primarily, there will be time to complete these in class, with a minimum of required out-
of-class work.You may be asked to answer a set of questions, analyze a segment of text,
discuss a rhetorical appeal or concept, etc. Activities will be determined based on what
will best enhance the topic under discussion each given week, and will generally be
collaborative in nature.

Conferencing

» At the end of Unit 1, as you're finishing the "Memoir/Interfaces" assignment, you will
meet with me for conferencing. This will be a way to talk one-on-one about your draft,
and receive some feedback on it to help finish it off/revise it. We can also use this time to
discuss anything related to the course, that will help the semester go smoothly (so you
can get the most out of the class).

Digital Garden

« Over the course of the semester, we'll be building a "digital garden" as a way to think
about the writing process, track growth, and keep a record of all the work and thinking
we're doing in the class. Almost every Friday, you will have in-class time to share
updates with classmates.

Free-Writes

» FreeWriting is a useful technique for drafting, thinking through ideas, or enhancing your
writing skills. We will do a series of FreeWrites over the course of the semester. Some
will be related to prompts based on the week's themes, some will help you generation
portions of major projects, some will be used to generate further discussion.

General Participation

» Participation is an important aspect of learning. So, at the end of the semester, a portion
of your grade will be set aside to give credit for how fully you participated in the class.
Because everyone participates in different ways, many things will "count" as participation
beyond just in-class attendance and discussion, though these are important. We will
have conversations about what participation might be for each person, and you will have
a chance to address the ways you participated as part of our Final Reflection.

Workshopping & Drafts

« Through the class, we will be doing a great deal of workshopping to hone our writing
craft. You and your classmates will read each other’s drafts for the major assignments,
and give meaningful, thoughtful feedback to fuel further revision. Workshopping will be a
vital part of the writing and revision process and we will talk through ways to make this
meaningful not just as the receiver of feedback, but also as the provider.

Grading

« We will collect points through a series of "Main Quests" (major assignments) and "Side
Quests" (minor assignments). Quests are worth 600 points (60%) and Side Quests are
worth 400 points (40%) for a total of 1,000 possible points.
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Participation (Side Quests)

» Side Quests will be worth 40% of your grade (400 points). You will have an array of
options each week to turn in. You do not need to complete every Side Quest, you just
need to complete enough to collect 400 points (the participation portion of our total
grade). That means you can pick and choose what will be helpful for you, and if you're
having a rough week, or think some of our Side Quests won't be helpful to you, you have
the option to say "no." Just collect as many points as you need in order to receive
the participation grade you want at the end of the semester. However, BE
AWARE that there are some Side Quests (Workshopping and Conferencing) where you
will actually LOSE points if you do not complete them.

» Minor Assignment Point Breakdown:

o Activities: 10 pts. each.

o Conferencing: 30 pts.

(o]

Free-Writes: 70 pts. each.

(e]

General Participation: 7100 pts. possible total.

[¢]

Workshopping & Drafts: 30-35 pts. each (x3) = 100 pts. possible total.

(o]

Digital Garden: this is the method for "collecting" Side Quest points.

(o]

Total: 400 pts. possible (for full participation).
Main Quests (Major Assignments)

« All three of our Main Quests are required to pass the class, and are worth 60% (600
points) of the total grade. Each of these will be accompanied by a rhetorical rationale,
which will contribute to the grading process, though the ultimate decision for the final
grade is with the instructor.

- Major Assighment + Rhetorical Rationale Point Breakdown:
o Quest One: Memoir/Interfaces 7100 pts.
= Quest One Rhetorical Rationale 20 pts.
o Quest Two: Rhetorical Analysis 200 pts.
= Quest Two Rhetorical Rationale 40 pts.

o Quest Three: Call-to-Action 750 pts.
= Quest Three Rhetorical Rationale 40 pts.

o Final Reflection 50 pts.
o Total: 600 pts.

Grade/GPA Distribution

Grade GPA Grade GPA Grade GPA Grade GPA Grade GPA
A 4.000 B+ 3.333 C+ 2.333 D+ 1333 F 0.000
A- 3667 B 3.000 C 2.000 D 1.000

B- 2.667 C- 2.667 D- 0.667
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NOTE: In order to fulfill the University's Core Curriculum requirement in Writing Program
courses, students must earn a minimum grade of C to pass; a grade of C- is not considered

acceptable. Writing Program courses may be repeated as many times as necessary to meet

the requirement but:

« The first and all other grades will show up on the transcript.

« Only the most recent grade earned in the course will be used to compute the cumulative

GPA.
» Agrade of W will not replace a previous grade.
» Course credit hours apply only once to graduation requirements.

Please see Ball Point for a more complete explanation of these policies.

Course Schedule (Overview)

« The detailed, fully up-to-date course schedule can be found on our Canvas page.
Additionally, the Canvas modules are set up in such a way that materials, assignments,
etc. are arranged in a chronological order. At the beginning of each week, i will send out
an announcement with key tasks, and there will be a "Weekly Overview" page with
everything that needs to be completed each week. You can also utilize the calendar
feature in Canvas for keeping up-to-date on some assignment due dates, though i
recommend adding due dates, readings, etc. to your own personal calendar/planner,
especially because of the self-directed elements of this course.

My Policies
Al Use

» The use of Al, or other artificial intelligence / generative Al (such as ChatGPT, etc.) is

permissible only with prior approval from the instructor. Proper citation and credit must
be provided. In addition, use of such technologies must also be accompanied with some
of your thought process behind utilizing this technology. Knowing that Al is going to be
used in a certain context will allow me to provide resources, and suggestions to make
the potential for your success as great as it can be. Additionally, knowing if / when / how
you used Al will allow me to provide you with more helpful feedback!

Attendance

« Attendance for this class is required, so it's crucial that you attend class as often as
possible. This is an in-person class, and it has been designed to function best in that
modality. You simply cannot be successful in the class if you are not in the class. If you
miss more than two week’s worth of classes (20% = 9 days), it will begin to impact the
total points you can earn in the "General Participation" grade.

That being said, we are all humans, we have lives, and we cannot always be present in
class (physically, mentally, emotionally, etc.). So, it is okay if you need to miss class for
whatever reason. Doctor’s notes and prior permission are not required. It is however
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important to communicate with the instructor if you miss class, because this is a key
aspect of being a respectful, active member of a community. While the course content
for each day will be on Canvas, recognize that this does not accurately substitute for
being in class. You will miss the opportunity to learn from those in the class, and share
your own knowledge with them.
« The following absences are excused per university guidelines:

o Disability accommodations;

o Pregnancy, hospitalization, or medical leave;

o Bereavement leave;

o Religious observation;

o Jury duty or court witness leave;

o Military leave;

o Ball State sponsored events.

o [t is important to note that while these above absences are excused by the university,
they must be supplemented with appropriate make-up work.

Late Work

« | absolutely accept late work! Due dates are meant to help us keep on track, and
complete work when it will be most beneficial to us. However, we all work on different
timeframes, at different paces, and around vastly different schedules. So, you will not be
penalized for turning in something late! You can have an extra two weeks beyond the
due date to complete most assignments. Just let me know that you'll be turning in
something late, so i can plan for it (and help you out if you need it)! There's no reason to
explain late work unless you'd like to.

» Slight caveat: Certain assignments will have a time constraint on them that will
disadvantage you if you do not turn them in when they are due on the course schedule.
For example, workshop drafts. If you do not turn these in on time, your classmates and
your instructor will not be able to give you feedback and the workshopping session for
that day will be left short. In addition you will not receive some or all points for that
workshopping session. Similarly, other aspects of the course will not always be of such a
nature that you can participate in them later, so carefully consider these factors as you
negotiate your priorities.

« Assignments turned in late may forfeit some or all of the feedback | can provide you. The
semester gets busier and busier as it progresses, so while | want to do the best | can to
provide you with the best learning experience, sometimes, there is only so much | can
physically do.

« Keep in mind: Late assignments must be turned in no /ater than two weeks after the
posted due date in Canvas, and many assignments have been set to close submissions
after this point.
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Mutual Respect

« In the process of learning, you will be confronted with beliefs, values, ideas, ways of
being, etc. that are different from your own. It is important that we respect the
perspectives of our classmates and those that we encounter in course materials. Try to
keep an open mind even as we respectfully challenge each other. However, be aware
that racist/sexistthomophobic/ableist language and behaviors go against Ball State's
commitment to Inclusive Excellence, and the spirit of the Beneficence Pledge. My
intention is to foster a community and sense of belonging in our classroom. That can
only happen if we all make it happen together.

University Policies

» As students of Ball State, | recommend you become familiar with the University's Code
of Student Rights and Responsibilities, as it contains vital information to be aware of as a

member of this community.

University Statement

« We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among
those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course
adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of
record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services

for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that
office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted
at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Accommodations & Disability Services

« If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please contact me
as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for
students with disabilities. You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any
accommodations can be provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or
dsd@bsu.edu.

FERPA and Privacy Statement

» As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA

(Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected.
Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and
signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties
without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn
more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and

Protection.
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Non-Discrimination Statement

» As a part of the Ball State Community, we all agree to respect our students, our
classmates, our teachers, and our community, both inside the classroom and online. If |
feel that your actions are not in keeping with these community standards, | will meet to
discuss them with you and may refer you to the Dean of Students for Disruption of an
Academic Setting. If you ever believe my actions are not in keeping with these standards
or feel discriminated against by a classmate or student, | invite you to discuss this with
me as well. Bias Incident Response service can also be used to report such instances if
you are uncomfortable talking to me directly.

Plagiarism & Academic Misconduct

« As writers, we all get ideas from one another. | promise not to use your ideas without
giving you credit and first receiving your permission to do so.

« If | discover that any plagiarism (not crediting sources) or academic misconduct (making
up data, turning in something from a different class, asking someone else to take a quiz
for you, etc.), | will contact you immediately to schedule a meeting. After meeting (or if |
do not hear from you in 5 school days), | will determine a course of action, including
submitting the paperwork for an academic ethics violation. Also, please familiarize
yourself with the Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Title IX

« Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment

for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—
including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know
that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more
information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edul/titleix or contact the Title IX
Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu

« As your instructor, | am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and
required to report any information | receive about possible sexual harassment.

This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private
conversations.

+ What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who
experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If
the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,

o Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on
deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or
referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.

o If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin
following University policy.

University Resources
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Writing Center

« The Writing Center is a free resource for students doing any type of writing. You can
make an appointment with a tutor to focus on specific areas of your work. Sessions are
available in person and online, in the form of video, audio, or text-only chats. The Writing
Center offers a range of session types—feedback, planning, and accountability—
depending on what you need. Each session is 45 minutes long, and you can schedule
one per day for up to a total of three per week.

Counseling Center

« Every year, hundreds of students, faculty, and staff members use the services of the
Counseling Center. This comprehensive services office provides free and confidential

psychological and career resources to students. The primary mission of the center is to
assist students in reaching their educational goals, as well as to improve their quality of
life. The staff is diverse, professional, warm, and receptive to students who seek
services. To make your first appointment with the Counseling Center, call our office at
(765) 285-1736 or stop into Lucina Hall, Room 320.

Technology Support

» The Ball State Technology Helpdesk is designed with the IT support needs of Ball State
distance learners in mind. To access it directly, visit https://www.bsu.edu/helpdesk. At this

site, you may access the IT knowledge base, find answers to frequently asked
questions, report a technology issue or request assistance, check on the status of your
ticket, review your ticket history, join a remote assistance session and much more. You
may also visit the help desk in Bracken Library 101. In addition, the Canvas Student
Guide (hyperlink) may be useful if you are having trouble with Canvas.
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