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Beginning Spanish II 
SP 102 – Section 820 

3 credit hours 
Summer 2026 

  
Instructor: Adam Ballart 
Email: amballart@bsu.edu  

Office location: NQ 176 
Office phone:  285-1574 

Office Hours:  Virtual (Zoom) by appointment only.  
 

 
            ¡Hola y bienvenidos!  

 

As your professor, I welcome you to SP 102.  My goals are to motivate you to 
find ways to use the Spanish language outside of the classroom, help you grow 
personally, develop your language skills and, oh yeah, have a lot of fun along the 
way!  Before transitioning into teaching eighteen years ago, I had already studied 
abroad in Mexico and traveled there several times – just think of where language 
study can take you.  For my graduate program, I spent two summers in Spain… 
a requirement for the program (twist MY arm!).  Spanish has taught me about 
history, politics, religion, philosophy, culture, and so much more.  Quiero lo mejor 
para ti y que sigamos aprendiendo juntos. 

 
COURSE INFORMATION 

 
Prerequisite: SP 101 
 
Course Description: A course designed to develop elementary interpersonal, interpretive and presentational 
communication skills in the Spanish language in cultural contexts. Taught in Spanish. 
 
Course Objectives: At the end of this course, students should be able to demonstrate the ability to communicate 
in Spanish on a variety of topics at the novice level. Specifically, they should be able to 
 

 Describe past activities including recounting memories from childhood and adolescence; 
 Discuss school subjects, classroom activities, careers, and professions; 
 Ask and answer questions about present and past activities; 
 Express how long ago something happened; 
 Describe their homes, household chores and their communities; 
 Discuss food and typical dishes of the Hispanic world. 

 
Learning Outcomes: This course uses a variety of learner-centered methodologies and authentic resources to meet 
the course requirements.  
 
Core Classes  

1. Apply cultural knowledge through interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational modes of communication 
that cross linguistic and/or national boundaries.  

2. Analyze manifestations of cultural expression.  
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 Department Majors  
1. Demonstrate an accomplished level of proficiency in interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational 

communication.  
2. Analyze literary, linguistic and/or cultural products, practices, and perspectives.  
3. Produce original research. 

 
Course Rationale: This course, in conjunction with SP 101, prepares students for intermediate-level language 
courses in Spanish. Expanding language skills are developed through an interpersonal (listening/speaking), 
interpretive (reading/listening/viewing) and presentational (speaking/writing) student- and culturally-centered 
approach. The course activities develop skills needed to improve communicative competence in Spanish so that 
students can use basic Spanish in personal, community, and/or professional contexts beyond college. 
 
Course Content: Students practice listening, speaking, reading, and writing in Spanish pertaining to everyday topics 
that include, but are not limited to, those outlined in the course objectives. Emphasis is on establishing a solid 
foundation in basic vocabulary and grammatical structures (e.g., the present and past tenses). The course content 
will be presented via readings, videos, and whole-class and small-group activities. 
 
Course Format: The course format is grounded in communicative, learner-centered approaches to second  
language acquisition, providing students with multiple and varied opportunities to interact in Spanish with  
their instructor and peers, including cross-cultural comparison, discussion of authentic language materials, and 
other conversation-based tasks as well as written tasks.  Weekly activities are to be completed online (Canvas 
and Connect). 
 
 

COURSE MATERIALS FOR SP 102  
 
● "Connect (Plus) Spanish" is the online component of this course. This required access is available through the 

BSU Bookstore OR access can be purchased directly from McGraw-Hill – just click on any Connect assignment 
posted on Canvas and follow the registration instructions to purchase access. 

● A comprehensive Spanish/English dictionary (or online version like www.wordreference.com) 
● Student Companion Website (a useful resource to bookmark): http://highered.mcgraw-
hill.com/sites/0073375098/student_view0/index.html   
 
 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS 

Assessment Mode Mode of Delivery Percentage 
of grade 

1. Chapter Exams (4) Canvas  20% 
2. Chapter Quizzes (5) Connect 10% 
3. Writing Assessments (4) Canvas 10% 
4. Final Oral Evaluation Zoom 10% 
5. Online Activities Canvas 35% 
6. Final Exam Canvas  10% 
7. Culture Project Presentation Canvas 5% 

DESCRIPTIONS OF ASSESSMENTS AND RUBRICS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE COURSE CANVAS SITE 
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Ball State Grading Scale 

 
POLICIES AND STATEMENTS 

Incompletes 
Only under the most extreme and exceptional circumstances will the Department of Modern Languages & Classics at Ball 
State University consider a petition for an Incomplete. You must see the Chair of the Department in order to begin this 
process. 

Homework 
Homework assignments or web-based assignments are to be completed BEFORE class. This helps the instructor to identify 
problem areas. Also, being prepared for class encourages student preparation.  DO NOT work on or finish homework during 
class.  The assignment due dates are listed in your syllabus and accessed through Canvas. All assignments are due by midnight 
EST/EDT time on the due dates indicated.  Late assignments are subject to 5% reduction per day. Internet connectivity and 
technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up 
plan, such as visiting a local library or borrowing a peer's computer. 
 
Academic Honesty 
“Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the University community. Academic dishonesty by a 
student will not be tolerated, for it threatens the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge. To 
maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State 
University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity.” 
Students are expected to follow the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities (refer to section VII of the Code of Student 
Rights and Responsibilities). Plagiarism / Cheating / Forgery / Collusion will be punished as severely as university regulations 
permit. Examples of such dishonesty include, but are not limited to, giving or receiving assistance on exams, copying homework, plagiarism in papers 
or projects, submitting the same work (e.g. a paper) for two courses, submitting the work of another as one’s own, and so on. Please see me if you have 
any questions about what is or is not acceptable. Please be aware of the use of translators. You need to try to express yourself in Spanish and not let 
the translator do all the work for you.  

Minimum grade policy 
Minimum GPA: The grade point average of all SP courses must be 2.0 or better. 
 
Religious Observance 
Religiously observant students wishing to be absent on holidays that require missing class should notify their instructor in 
writing at the beginning of the semester, and should discuss with their instructor, in advance, acceptable ways of making up 
any work missed because of the absence. 

Students with Disabilities 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor 
of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students 
with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 
accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 
or dsd@bsu.edu. 

 

 

Grade Percentage Grade Percentage Grade Percentage 

A 100%-94% B- 83%-80%  D+ 69%-67% 

A- 93%-90%  C+ 79%-77%             D 66%-64% 

 B+ 89%-87%             C 76%-74% D- 63%-60% 

           B 86%-84%             C- 73%-70%             F 59% and below 
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Technical Assistance 
If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. In addition, the Help Desk staff has put together 
many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions. The help 
desk can be contacted at: 765-285-1517 or email at: helpdesk@bsu.edu. 

Diversity Statement 
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and 
worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Student Rights and Community Standards Office: In the links below, you will find useful information regarding important 
procedures and policies. Please refer to them when necessary: 

 Academic Ethics policy: www.bsu.edu/studentrights/academicethics 
 Grade Appeal policy: www.bsu.edu/studentrights/gradeappeal 
 The Ball State Beneficence Pledge: www.bsu.edu/pledge (academic excellence and high standards of scholarship, 

academic integrity and honesty, social responsibility, and valuing difference) 
 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. The Office of Disability 
Services coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations 
can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
 
 
About Canvas  
According to university policy, students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post their course materials without the instructor’s permission. 
 
Counseling Center: Remote Counseling Center Services are available for students.  
 
Tips for Success and Important Information 

 Attend and prepare for every class.  
 Participate actively. We have opportunities to practice speaking during each class beginning with the question of the 

day. Prepare in advance, so you can have meaningful interactions with the class.  
 A word on electronic devices: Do not use cell phones or any other electronic devices in class unless you are 

required to do so. You may lose points or get partial credit for In-Class Assignments when you are using a cell phone 
or an electronic device.  

 Check Canvas every class for assignments and important information. Turn on notifications.  
 Check VHL’s calendar for SuperSite assignments.  

The Learning Center  
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State.  Students can make 
appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments.  To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click 
on “Navigate” in the Additional Tools section, or just go directly to https://bsu.navigate.eab.com. You can also download the 
Navigate Student app.  The Learning Center also has drop-in tutoring (no appointment necessary) for math, chemistry, and 
biology. Check our website for more information.  Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for 
students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the 
Learning Center.  

For more information about all of our programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Email us 
at learncenter@bsu.edu.  Follow us on Instagram and Twitter: BallStateLC 

Please reference assignment descriptions and due dates on Canvas. 
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B. Course Primary Syllabus 
 

SP 102 Beginning Spanish 2 (3 credit hours) 
 
 

B1. SP 102 Course Description 
 
A course designed to further develop elementary interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational communication 
skills in the Spanish language in various cultural contexts. Taught in Spanish.  
 
Prerequisite: SP 101 or its equivalent 
 
B2. SP 102 Course Objectives/Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 
 

1. Apply cultural knowledge through interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational modes of 
communication that cross linguistic and/or national boundaries.  

2. Analyze literary, linguistic and/or cultural products, practices, and perspectives. 
 
B3. SP 102 Course Rationale 
 
Study of the Spanish language adds breadth and depth to the student’s educational experience by encouraging 
students to reflect on what language is, how it makes its structures, how it changes over time, and how it reflects 
the social, historical, and cultural trends of its time. Study of Spanish likewise prepares the student for the study 
of other languages by systematically teaching the analysis of language and the development of language over 
time. Study of the Spanish language, by focusing on authentic and significant literary, cultural, and historical 
artifacts, introduces students to the great ideas of the Spanish-speaking world. World language courses are by 
their nature interdisciplinary since to study a language is to study a whole culture. Thus, study of a language 
deepens and enriches a student's overall educational experience, whatever the student's career plans. 
 
B4. SP 102 Course Content, Outline, and Format 
 
SP 102 builds upon the basic oral and written skills developed in SP 101 and expands understanding of the 
cultures of the Spanish-speaking world. SP 102 requires a review of the grammatical structures presented in 
101, develops new constructions and idioms, and applies this information to an analysis, integration and 
interpretation of language and culture that result in the acquisition of knowledge. 
 
Linguistic constructions include the following: 
 

 A review of essential grammatical structures and idioms in the first course in Spanish (e.g., formation of 
questions, the formation and use of the present tense of regular verbs commonly used irregular verbs 
reflexive verbs ad the use of the imperative, various frequently employed idiomatic constructions). 

 Employment and uses of the past tenses  
 Descriptive adjective and comparative and superlative degrees. 
 Object pronouns, disjunctive pronouns, and their syntax. 
 Negative expressions. 

 
Cultural topics assume information of descriptions of individuals and daily living and require students to relate 
this vocabulary to a knowledge of diverse Spanish-speaking communities and to a comparison with American 
life. 
 
Subjects of inquiry may include the following: 
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 Family activities in the Spanish world: comparisons and contrasts within. 
 Youth activities in the Spanish world, their comparisons with those in the U.S. 
 Food in the Spanish world; comparisons and contrasts with American way of life. 
 Introduction to geographical aspects of the diverse Spanish-speaking world (e.g., topography, regions, 

urbanization, climate); differences with the U.S. 
 
Linguistically, students are expected to identify grammatical concepts and essential vocabulary and to employ 
them correctly in various exercises that include written and oral activities, selected readings, and computer-
assisted instruction. Quizzes, tests, and a comprehensive final examination assess competence in this material. 
Upon completion of the course, students will have had opportunities to: (1) acquire oral and written proficiency 
that call for use of the structures and idioms presented in the course, (2) understand and engage actively in 
conversations on the presented cultural topics, and (3) demonstrate a familiarity with the geography and 
customs of the Spanish world and to relate to these cultures to American daily living. Conversation, 
compositions, and reading passages enable students to reach these goals. 
 
C. Rationale for Inclusion of Course in the UCC 
 
This course is part of the University Core Curriculum (UCC). The UCC enables students to:  

• realize their intellectual potential  
• add breadth and depth to their educational experience  
• participate actively in their communities. 

In particular, the study of languages will increase students' personal well-being by broadening their cultural 
awareness, enhancing cognitive flexibility, fostering a deeper sense of connection with others, and contributing 
to healthy and active aging. 
 
Beginning Spanish 2 (SP 102) is ideally situated to meet the objectives of the Humanistic and Artistic Ways 
of Knowing Domain of the UCC. The study of a lower-division language (101, 102, 201, and 202) is both 
translingual and transcultural. Each student learning objective (SLO) contributes to the realization of a 
student’s intellectual potential by fostering the expansion of cultural perspectives that enhance international 
awareness and diversity. Over time, their study of the complexity of linguistic structures, their mastery of 
idioms, the range and depth of their cultural perspectives, and their proficiency in oral and written 
communication are intensified from 101 to 102 to 201 and finally to 202. Despite the differences in level, the 
translingual and transcultural objectives are maintained in each course. 
 
For specifics about how the SP 102 SLOs correspond to the UCC SLOs for the Ways of Knowing Domain, 
see the chart under assessment in Section D. 
 
D. Course Assessment  
 
Student learning outcomes in beginning and intermediate language courses (i.e., 101, 102, 201, and 202) are 
evaluated with multiple and varied formative and summative assessments. Formative assessment includes on-
going, daily, discrete evaluations; summative assessment includes more comprehensive and/or cumulative 
evaluations. Assessments focus on productive language skills (i.e., speaking and writing), receptive language 
skills (i.e., reading and listening comprehension), cultural awareness, and critical analysis in both familiar and 
novel contexts. Traditional assessment formats, such as quizzes and examinations, are balanced with numerous 
performance-based tasks that require students to demonstrate their skills and proficiencies in meaningful, real-
world applications. Assessments enable students to be active participants who continue to reflect on their 
learning experiences. 
 
Assessments in 101, 102, 201, and 202 incorporate the UCC SLOs in the following ways: 
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 Novel contexts allow students to demonstrate skills and proficiencies in situations they have not 

experienced previously. 
 Assessments permit students to measure their strengths and weaknesses reflectively and to plan for 

improvement. 
 Students analyze language patterns and use language for creative expression. Students work 

independently as well as collaboratively to generate written and oral language. 
 Authentic materials allow for the synthesis of information from multiple sources. 
 Investigation of diverse cultures enables students to adapt their intellectual framework to accommodate 

new information and distinct viewpoints of other cultures. 
 Students develop the art of communication in more than one language. 

 
Assessment Matrix 

 
Course SLOs 

 

 
UCC SLOs Planned Assessments 

Apply cultural knowledge 
through interpersonal, 
interpretive, and 
presentational modes of 
communication that cross 
linguistic and/or national 
boundaries 

Recognize and describe 
humanistic, historical, or 
artistic works or problems 
and patterns of the human 
experience (ICC SLO 
6.1). 

Integrated Performance 
Assessments. 

Analyze literary, linguistic 
and/or cultural products, 
practices, and perspectives. 

Analyze the concepts and 
principles of various 
types of humanistic or 
artistic expression (ICC 
SLO 6.4). 

Integrated Performance 
Assessments  

Analyze literary, linguistic 
and/or cultural products, 
practices, and perspectives. 

Analyze diverse 
narratives and evidence in 
order to explore the 
complexity of human 
experience across space 
and time (ICC SLO 6.7). 

Integrated Performance 
Assessments  
 

 
Courses in the Department of Modern Languages and Classics are periodically reviewed to ensure that they 
successfully contribute to the goals and objectives of the UCC. The instructors for SP 101 will use student 
performance on specific Integrated Performance Assessments (IPAs) as the primary source of UCC assessment 
data. IPAs evaluate students’ language skills in three modes of communication (interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational) and they are designed to be authentic, real-world tasks that assess a student's functional 
proficiency in a target language Instructors will provide the following assessment data: (1) A list of all UCC 
SLOs that the course addresses (should be the same as those listed in the original UCC course proposal), (2) 
Descriptions of the assessments that are used to assess each of these UCC SLOs, (3) Data regarding the number 
of students assessed and the percentage of those students who passed each of the assessments (success rate), and 
(4) Data regarding the weight given each UCC SLO in the course. For large-enrollment or multi-section 
courses, assessment data may be obtained from a random sample of sections each year from end-of-the-
semester assessments. 
 
Instructors may also choose to include the following in their submission to the MLC Core Curriculum 
Committee: 
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• Samples of student work (e.g., benchmarks or exemplary artifacts) 
• Sample assessments (e.g., quizzes, tests, exams, project guidelines) 
• Syllabus review 
• Student surveys 

 
The Modem Languages and Classics Core Curriculum Committee will aggregate the data and submit an 
assessment report for SP 102 to the UCC subcommittee by October 15 each year. For each UCC SLO, the 
summarization of data from multiple sections of the course taught during the assessment period will include 
information about both the average success rate and the variability of success rate among sections. 
 
E. Supplemental Rationale or Other Statement 
 
Not applicable. 
 
Evaluation of the Course  
  
In accordance with BSU policies and common academic practice, students will provide anonymous feedback 
using the University-approved evaluation instrument.  
  
Textbook:  
  
An appropriate no-cost or low-cost textbook with ancillary materials to be determined by the language section 
and individual instructors such as:   

 Tu mundo: Connect - eBook, 3 Ed. 
 

 
 
This course is offered in face-to-face, online, and/or blended formats. 
 
 
 

 


