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Introduction to Creative Writing 
ENG 285-05 
CRN 26132  

Course Meeting Information 

Class Days/Times: MWF 2:00 - 2:50PM   Location: Robert Bell 291 

Format: Face-to-Face     Credit Hours: 3 

Instructor Information 

Danielle Curry (she/her)     Email: danielle.curry@bsu.edu  

English Department      Phone: 765-285-8380 (*email is preferred) 

Ball State University, Muncie, IN    Office: Robert Bell 281 

Office Hours:   MWF: 1:00-1:50PM On-Campus 

             T: 10:00-11:00AM via Zoom 

 

Course Information 

 

Course Description: This course is a foundational course for aspiring writers who are interested in the 

practice of creative writing with emphasis on fiction, poetry, and creative nonfiction. Over the course of the 

semester, students will generate material and work through the writing process to create original works in 

fiction, poetry, and creative nonfiction. Students will read, discuss, and analyze contemporary short stories, 

poems, and essays to practice and apply genre-specific terminology. Writers of all levels will have the 

opportunity to cultivate their unique voices, develop essential writing skills, and build a supportive writing 

community. 
 

Course Objectives: To introduce students to the practice of reading and writing in multiple genres of 

creative writing, to key issues involved in the discipline, and to basic terminology and techniques of the 

writer’s craft. By the completion of this course, students will be able to:  
• Identify and define the basic craft elements and terminology used in the writing of poetry, fiction, 

and creative nonfiction (as demonstrated through original writing, quizzes, and critical responses 

to peer and published work). 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the technical and artistic possibilities of creative writing across 

the genres (as demonstrated through writing practice in poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction). 

• Apply the twin values of close observation and curiosity to writing practice in poetry, fiction, and 

creative nonfiction. 

 

Course Modality/Structure: Course content will be delivered face-to-face, three times a week as listed 

at the top of the course syllabus. Canvas will be used as a central point of communication and to 

supplement the in-class work. Content in Canvas will be broken into weekly modules that match the 

course calendar where assignments will be posted. All course work, unless otherwise stated will be 

submitted via Canvas on the day, date, and time provided to students via Canvas. Modules will run 

Monday-Sunday. 
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Course Materials 

• Janet Burroway. “Imaginative Writing: The Elements of Craft” 4th ed. ISBN:978-0-13-405324-0 

• Other Required Readings Assigned will be available on Canvas as PDF files or as weblinks 

• A designated writing notebook. Executive sized preferred. 

Course Grading & Grading Policies 

Grading Scale: Students will be graded on a thousand-point scale for the course. Students at any point in 

the semester should be able to compute their grade by dividing the total points earned by the total points 

possible of graded assignments. 

Letter Grade Percentage  Point Totals 

A 93-100% 930 - 1000 

 A- 90-92% 900 - 929 

  B+ 87-89% 870 - 899 

B 83-86% 830 - 869 

 B- 80-82% 800 - 829 

  C+ 77-79% 770 -799 

C 73-76% 730 - 769 

 C- 70-72% 700 - 729 

  D+ 67-69% 670 - 699 

D 63-66% 630 - 669 

D- 60-62% 600 – 629 

F 59% or less Below 600 

 

Grading Breakdown: Students will be graded on the following Categories 

Category Point Totals 

Participation 100 

Reading Quizzes  100 

Writing Exercises  100 

Workshop  100 

Manuscripts 400 

Final Portfolio 200 

TOTAL 1000 

 

Note: Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading 

criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed 

and on track. 

 

Participation (10%): Our goal this semester is to create a community of writers and help one another 

grow in our understanding of creative writing. To do so, daily classroom participation is required to add to 
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the learning environment. Coming to class prepared and ready to discuss the readings for the day will help 

you be an active participant. Students will receive weekly points for their active in-class participation and 

engagement. Outside of workshop days, students will need to come to class prepared to discuss the 

readings and work. Students will receive on average 10 points per week (Week 1 and workshop weeks 

are excluded) for their active in-class participation and engagement. Students will have the option of 

actively engaging in the discussion or in real-time posting in the weekly discussion board during the class 

meeting. At the end of the final class period for the week, the discussion board postings will close for 

credit. 

 

Reading Quizzes (10%): Throughout the semester students will take quizzes based on craft terminology 

and course readings for the class period. If you read the work, you should be okay. Remember though that 

you will need to be an active reader and take notes as you read in order to understand and engage with the 

text. 

Workshop Sessions (10%): Students will have 4 opportunities where they will provide critiques of one 

another’s work over the course of the semester. Workshop requires creating an open dialogue discussing 

student work in order to provide constructive feedback for help with revision. During workshop, I expect 

active discussions. Students who miss workshop and whose absence does not fall under the excused 

absence category as defined by the college, may forfeit their points for the workshop days as well as their 

workshop time. (See Attendance Policy) 

 

Writing Exercises (10%): In order to prepare for your manuscripts, students will have smaller writing 

exercises to complete. Some of the exercises will be linked to course readings and will be graded on 

completeness and effort.  

Manuscripts (40%): Outside of the smaller writing assignments, students will complete three major 

projects for the semester. More guidance on each project will be provided in Canvas. 

Manuscript Point Value  

#1: Free Verse Poem 50 points 

#2: Form Poem 50 points 

#3: Creative Non-Fiction Essay 150 points 

#4: Short Story Manuscript 150 points 

 

Note on Manuscript Content: In this course our purpose is to come together as a community of writers. 

Remember that you will be expected to share your writing and views with others. Please avoid bringing in 

material or writing about topics you are not prepared to subject to public scrutiny. You are free to write 

about almost any topic; however, please do not write about any material that can be seen as threatening to 

other members of the class, or anything that can be construed as harassment, will not be accepted. Finally, 

please note that I am a mandatory reporter (see Title IX policy). 

Final Portfolio (20%): At the end of the semester, students will revise and compile their work into a 

portfolio and include a short reflection about their major writing projects. Since this is essentially, your 

final exam for the course, I expect thoughtful revisions and reflection to demonstrate growth during the 

semester.   

 



ENG 285 | Fall 2025 

 4 

Course Policies 

Attendance: This is not a class to miss as it is student-driven and will rely on student’s active 

participation in both in-class discussions and in workshop environments. Students have five “unexcused” 

absences in the course. After students exceed their unexcused absences, the student’s final grade for the 

course will be assessed a penalty of 5% (50 pts) at the end of the semester in addition to any portions of 

the participation grade as outlined in the course grading policies. Excused absences include disability 

accommodations, pregnancy, hospitalization or medical leave, bereavement leave, religious observance, 

jury duty or court witness leave, military leave, and Ball State approved events. Contact me prior missing 

to avoid an unexcused absence.  

Missed and Late Work Assignment Policy: All coursework is due via Canvas on the due date indicated 

on the course calendar. If you have an extenuating circumstance that will make it impossible for you to 
submit your assignment on time, please contact me before the assignment deadline and alternate 

arrangements can potentially be arranged. Please note missed work may only be made up if you contact 

me. 

Communication Expectations: I value communication with my students as I see communication as a 

key component to student success. If you need to meet with me outside of class, please utilize my office 

hours as listed on the course syllabus or schedule an appointment with at least 24-hour notice. I strive to 

respond to all emails within 24 hours Monday-Friday (8:00AM-4:00PM) during business hours. To ensure 

student success, students should strive to keep an open line of communication with me throughout the 

semester. Students should reach out when they have questions and come to class prepared. 

Disability Statement: If you need course adaptations or accommodations due to a disability, please 

contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students 

with disabilities. You'll need to have documentation on file with them before any accommodations can be 

provided. You can contact them at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu 

Engagement Expectations: All students should demonstrate respect for one another, for this class, and 

for the rules of the University. You are free to speak (and write) your mind in this class, so long as what 

you say doesn’t personally attack your fellow students. To support a respectful and engaging academic 

community that encourages the free exchange of ideas and civil discourse, we will follow these ground 

rules: 

• Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs. 

• Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs. Focus on 

exploring ideas critically and constructively. 

• Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others space to speak. 

• Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion.  

• Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or work 

without permission. 

• Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others. Keep 

feedback constructive. 

 

Trigger Warnings: The readings I assign and/or that your classmates may submit for critique may deal 

with difficult and triggering subject matter. If I think a piece may contain something disturbing, I’ll do my 

best to provide a general warning. Remember that I can’t possibly know everything that might be 

upsetting to you. I’m willing to exempt you from the reading, work, or discussion of a text that makes you 

uncomfortable, but only if you have an accommodation on file through disability services. 

 

mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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Plagiarism Policy All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in 

accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. Plagiarism comes in many 

forms including but not limited to the following  

o Direct plagiarism: Taking another person’s ideas word for word without giving proper citation.  

o Self-plagiarism: Submitting your own previous work as part of a current assignment without 

permission.  

o Mosaic plagiarism (aka patchwriting): Quoting another’s work without quotation marks or 

replacing words in another’s work with synonyms while maintaining the same overall structure 

and meaning.  

o AI plagiarism: Using ideas, words, or phrases generated by artificial intelligence (see AI policy 

for more information about generative AI usage in the class) 

o Accidental plagiarism: Forgetting to cite sources, misquoting sources, or paraphrasing sources 

without giving credit where credit is due.  

 

For the purpose of this course, plagiarism—any type as defined above--on any assignment will result in 

disciplinary action on a case-by-case basis Plagiarism in this course, will result in failure of the 

assignment, failure of the class, or suspension or expulsion from the institution. 

Generative AI Usage Policy: You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other 

generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. Generative AI 

platforms, like Chat GPT are tools that writers rely on in some situations, but it is important to note that 

these generative AI tools may often present misleading and/or inaccurate information as the systems work 

on observed patterns extracted from data input into these platforms. Not to mention there are many ethical 

questions we can ask about these systems. If you are concerned about what programs could fall under this 

policy, please come speak with me prior to using them. 

 

University Policies and Statements 

University Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are 

welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and 

among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course 

adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as 

soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with 

disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 

accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 

or dsd@bsu.edu. 

Freedom of Expression: In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values 

intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball 

State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, 

and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State 

University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression 

webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 

Title IX: Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment 

for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual 

assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The 

University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please 
visit www.bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu. 

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any 

information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class 

https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/disability-services
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-expression-statement
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/freedom-of-expression/faculty-toolkit
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bsu.edu%2Ftitleix&data=05%7C02%7Clnlittleford%40bsu.edu%7C3e27e282d3d045196c2208dd1e0a432d%7C6fff909f07dc40da9e30fd7549c0f494%7C0%7C0%7C638699751619697543%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FTL6KqSSCftai523WzLvKtAL9f%2Bx056vfUwcV1oa7Ms%3D&reserved=0
mailto:titleix@bsu.edu
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discussions, assignments, office hours, or conversations outside of class. 

Course Calendar & Major Projects Link 
The course calendar is flexible and tentative and covers mainly the readings and major assignments. To 

help keep everyone on track, I have linked the course calendar in Canvas to keep you updated when 

changes occur.  

Subject to Change Statement: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus and 

schedule and will notify students as soon as possible of any changes. 

 

Week Day Date Meeting Topics & Readings Readings Due 
Major 

Assignments 

1 

M 8/18/25 Course Overview & Introductions   

W 8/20/25 What is Poetry?  

PDF: "Where I'm 

From" by George 

Ella Lyon & "Where 

I'm From" by 

Christina Fisanick  

F 8/22/25 Focusing on the Image Burroway Ch. 2  

2 

M 8/25/25 The Basics of Poetry: Verse & Sound 
Burroway Ch. 10 

Writing Exercise 

#1 

W 8/27/25 
The Basics of Poetry: The Poetic 

Line & Language  Quiz #1 

F 8/29/25 
Writing the Persona Poem (Assign 

Poem 1) Burroway Ch. 3 

Writing Exercise 

#2 

3 

M 9/1/25 No Class - Labor Day   

W 9/3/25 Discuss Sample Persona Poems 

PDF: Select Poems 

from Blood Dazzler, 

by Patricia Smith; 

"Hulk Smash" Greg 

Santos Quiz #2 

F 9/5/25 In-Class Writing Day 
 

Manuscript #1 

(Poem 1) 

4 

M 9/8/25 Workshop Poem 1   

W 9/10/25 Workshop Poem 1   

F 9/12/25 Workshop Poem 1   

5 

M 9/15/25 Form Poems: Villanelle  

PDF: "Why Write in 

Form"; Burroway pg. 

320, "The Grammar 

Lesson by Kowitt; 

PDF Quiz #3 

W 9/17/25 Form Poem: The Sonnet 

PDF: "House Party 

Sonnet: '66"; Select 

Poems from Terrance 

Hayes 

Writing Exercise 

#3 

F 9/19/25 In-Class Writing Day 
 

Manuscript 2 

(Poem 2) 

6 M 9/22/25 Workshop Poem 2   
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W 9/24/25 Workshop Poem 2   

F 9/26/25 Workshop Poem 2   

7 

M 9/29/25 Characters in Fiction 
Burroway Ch. 4; 

"Tandolfo The Great" 

Writing Exercise 

#4 

W 10/1/25 Dialogue in Fiction Burroway Ch. 9 Quiz #4 

F 10/3/25 Story Structure in Fiction 
 

Writing Exercise 

#5 

8 

M 10/6/25 No Class - Fall Break   

W 10/8/25 
"What Not to Do When Writing 

Fiction" 

PDF: "Making 

Shapely Fiction" 

Stern 

Writing Exercise 

#6 

F 10/10/25 In-Class Writing Day 
 

Manuscript #3: 

Fiction Due 

9 

M 10/13/25 Workshop Story   

W 10/15/25 Workshop Story   

F 10/17/25 Workshop Story   

10 

M 10/20/25 Workshop Story   

W 10/22/25 Introduction to Creative Nonfiction 

Burroway Ch. 8; 

"Locating the Essay's 

DNA" (Weblink) 

Bonomo Quiz #5 

F 10/24/25 
Creative Non-Fiction Form: Personal 

Essay PDF: Autopsy Report 

Writing Exercise 

#7 

11 

M 10/27/25 
Creative Nonfiction Forms: Lyric 

Essays 

PDF: "Leap" by 

Brian Doyle; 

"Soundtrack" by 

Braner; "Consider the 

Platypus: Four 

Forms—Maybe—of 

the Lyric Essay" by 

Noble (Brevity)  Quiz #6 

W 10/29/25 The Hermit Crab Essay 
PDF: Sample Hermit 

Crab Essays Quiz #7 

F 10/31/25 Writing The Truth in CNF 
 

Writing Exercise 

#8 

12 

M 11/3/25 

No Class - Instead, students will 

Christina Diaz Gonzalez “Writing for 

Young People,” Pittenger Student 

Center Ballroom at 7:30 p.m  

Writing Exercise 

#9 

W 11/5/25 
Vulnerability & Compassion in 

Personal Essays 

Thomas: 

“Vulnerability Is 

Strength,” 

McSweeney: “What 

Do You Care 

About?” Quiz #8 

F 11/7/25 In-Class Writing Day 
 

Writing Exercise 

#10 

13 
M 11/10/25 Writing Humor  Manuscript 4 Due 

W 11/12/25 Workshop Essay   
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F 11/14/25 Workshop Essay   

14 

M 11/17/25 Workshop Essay   

W 11/19/25 
Revision Strategies & Why Revision 

Matters 

Burroway Ch 7. pp. 

203-224  

F 11/21/25 Revision Strategies Poetry vs. Prose   

15 

M 11/24/25 
TBD Based on the Needs for Extra 

Workshop Time   

W 11/26/25 No Class - Thanksgiving Recess   

F 11/28/25 No Class - Thanksgiving Recess   

16 

M 12/1/25 Writing the Reflection   

W 12/3/25 In-Class Reading   

F 12/5/25 In-Class Reading; Course Wrap-Up   

17 
M 12/8/25 Conferences - No Class   

R 12/11/25 
Final Portfolio & Reflection Due - no 
later than 4:15 PM. No exceptions   
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