


[image: ]         department of media
advanced video & audio reporting | mdia 422
	Instructor: Tim Underhill .
email: tunderhill@bsu.edu, (I do not check Canvas messages, so please use this address.) 
Student hours: Wednesdays 10:00 - 11:30 and by appointment. Often in office when not in class, stop by for a chance or email for appointment. 
	


Course information	
Course Description:   Developing and crafting meaningful video news packages on assignment and under deadline pressure for a variety of electronic platforms.  Includes newsroom laboratory hours at least one day or night per week to provide content and other support for NewsLink Indiana.
Prerequisites:   MDIA 324
Course Objectives:  Emphasis on:
Crafting engaging, character-centered scripts that make viewers want to know information they need to know.  
Refining video storytelling with steady, sequenced video, meaningful, compelling sound, vivid copy and purposeful stand-ups.   
Making ethically sound, socially responsible decisions in news coverage. 
Meeting expectations of the contemporary news workplace.

Learning Outcomes:  Successful students will be able to:  
Shoot, write, voice and edit news packages that engage viewers and show why they should care.
Obtain on-camera interviews and stand-ups that get to the heart of the story.
Employ strategies including use of open-government laws for finding information from public records and databases.
Create content for use in a variety of electronic platforms.

Class work outside the classroom
Each of you will be producing at least five video news packages – or, with the instructor’s permission, audio packages – outside class hours.  To be eligible for grading in this course, you must submit (not just propose) a complete news package to the show producer at NewsLink Indiana or other approved student or professional news outlet.  You will also assist in the UML newsroom at least one night or day per week.  
Story Ideas
Every student is responsible for at least one story idea each week. Ideas will be submitted on the Canvas discussion board before class time on Monday. 

These need to be developed story ideas. Initial postings should answer Who? and at least two of the following What, Why,Where,When, and How.  Proper nouns are expected, ie: source by name. Remember your audience and why they should care about the story.

Each student is required to post at least two responses to classmates’ story ideas on the Canvas discussion area before class time on Wednesday each week. 

Responses should help the student find additional sources, understand historical and/or institutional knowledge of the topic and offer other related suggestions. Just saying, “I think that’s a good idea,” won’t cut it. You must offer concrete information that will help in telling the story. 

Paying attention outside the classroom
You can’t recognize what’s new unless you know what isn’t new.  You will keep up with the news – local, state, national and international – every day via reliable news media.  I recommend:

· National Public Radio (92.1 FM or www.bsu.edu/ipr ) 5-9 a.m. and 4-7 p.m. weekdays, 8-10 a.m. and 5-6 p.m. weekends.  Afterward at http://www.npr.org/ (On menu bar, click on Programs.   Then click on News/Talk, followed by Morning Edition, All Things Considered, Weekend Edition Saturday or Weekend Edition Sunday.)
· The showcase TV newscasts of ABC, CBS or NBC broadcast live daily or afterward at:
http://www.abcnews.go.com/wn .  See newscast by clicking Full Episode!
https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news.
http://www.cbsnews.com .   On menu bar, click on CBS Evening News for selected stories.
· The StarPress, Muncie, available free at www.thestarpress.com .
· The Ball State Daily News, free on campus and at https://cardinalmediabsu.com/ .
· News from The Poynter Institute http://poynter.org .
· TV Spy, daily industry newsletter, free at http://www.tvspy.com .

Besides learning what’s going on, you will be observing the craftsmanship of top professionals in your chosen field.  Likewise, reading good writing will enhance your own writing as well as your awareness.   On the air, there is no way to give a good read to a bad script. 

Materials
· Reporter’s notebook and pen or pencil – in your possession at all times.
· Two SD cards (SDHC Class 6 or higher) on which to shoot and save your packages.  
· A day planner of your choice to manage your schedule.  (Your smart phone calendar will work well.) Just don’t count on your memory.  The responsibilities of adult life are too complicated for that.



Each of you will be producing at least five video news packages outside class hours. Student news media such as NewsLink Indiana depend on this content stream. So, before I will grade your package, you first must submit (not just propose) each of those five complete news packages to the show producer or online editor.   

In this class, no package is complete without a full script, including anchor lead-in, typed in two-column TV format.  Script should also show graphics including lower-third and full screen graphics. Mark your script with the date and show on which the package aired. If the producer or online editor turned it down, your package still is eligible to be graded if you mark your script with the name of the producer or online editor who turned it down, the date on which it was turned down and the reason it was turned down.
Covering hard news is the experience that will benefit you most. But hard news is perishable. When you commit to cover a story for a particular night’s newscast, for instance, you are making a promise – and you are precluding anyone else from covering that story. If you then fail to deliver on your promise, you are letting down your colleagues and your audience. You should expect that failure to be reflected in your grade for the assignment.  
Note:  Each package you submit must consist principally of content you produced.  For instance, rewriting a wire story and re-editing CNN video does not count.  For national and world news, we cannot compete with CNN.  But for coverage in our area, CNN cannot compete with us. Using some video from other sources may be essential to telling the story. But because you are doing a local story, most of the video and sound should be yours.
Resume reel
You should keep copies of all your work.  You will need the best of them to land an internship and then a job.  Also save your scripts.  You may well need them when you apply for an internship or job.  You will definitely need a script to accompany each package you submit for a grade in this course. 
NACE Competencies: The National Association of Colleges and Employers has established a set of competencies for a career-ready workforce. 
Career readiness is a foundation from which to demonstrate requisite core competencies that broadly prepare the college educated for success in the workplace and lifelong career management.
For new college graduates, career readiness is key to ensuring successful entrance into the workforce. Career readiness is the foundation upon which a successful career is launched. Career readiness is, quite simply, the new career currency. 



	Successful students will be able to:
	Workplace Competencies

	Follow the techniques needed to professionally gather news video and audio using industry-accepted tools.
	Critical Thinking/Problem Solving

	Produce video news stories with steady, sequenced video and meaningful, compelling natural sound for use on multiple platforms
	Critical Thinking/Problem Solving, Digital Technology

	Apply basic principles of video composition, lighting and pacing.
	Digital Technology

	Shoot and edit video news stories that meet contemporary broadcast standards. 
	Communication, Professionalism/Work Ethic



Course Modality / Structure:  MDIA 422 is a hands-on, in-person course with outside work required.

Course Grading Scale:
	Letter Grade
	Range

	A
	100% - 94%

	 A-
	<94% - 90%

	  B+
	<90% - 87%

	B
	<87% - 84%

	 B-
	<84% - 80%

	  C+
	<80% - 77%

	C
	<77% - 74%

	 C-
	<74% - 70%

	  D+
	<70% - 67%

	D
	<67% - 64%

	 D-
	<64% - 61%

	F
	<61% - 0%


Suggestions For Success:
Play the game, follow the rules and we all win. 
Treat the class like a job, conduct yourself in a professional manner.
Be on time.
Come to class prepared.
Pay attention, follow directions.
Do the work, and submit before deadline.
Stay for the entire class period.
Be fully engaged in class. 
Pay attention and take good notes.
Don’t be afraid to ask for help. 
Be resourceful.
Take the initiative to learn and succeed.
Communicate.
Don’t make excuses.
Don’t wait until the last minute to do the assignment.
Shoot steady, sequenced video.
Use meaningful, compelling natural sound.
Maintain accuracy.
Be Prepared.
Be alert to changing circumstances.
Be safe.
Be aware of what is important to people.
Keep a positive attitude.
Deliver. BEFORE the deadline.

Course materials
[bookmark: h.s6h86p40hsm2]Text: No required text, but outside reading will be required. Everything in class is fair game for assessment. That includes lectures, videos and handouts from Canvas.
Course assignments and assessments
[bookmark: h.d8jj0dvqphqx]Course Time Commitment: Audio and Video Storytelling is a time-consuming profession. As a majority of the assignments in this course are “hands-on,” you should expect to dedicate a lot of time to this course, in and outside the classroom. 
Missed deadlines in the “real world” mean your story did not air. If it didn’t air, you didn’t do your job. Chances are if you miss it again, you would lose your job. For our purposes, late is the same as no assignment at all = zero.
You are expected to complete the work yourself for assignment in this class for this semester.
All assignments are typically due before class time on the due dates indicated.
Assignments posted after the indicated due dates will be subject to a 10 percent decrease for each day late. 
Course statements and policies
[bookmark: h.iqtn9ir9c9nn][bookmark: h.ujyjte37xoi][bookmark: h.pmksoftttq5t]Documenting with either audio or video, being present at an illegal activity or knowingly violation of any local, state, or federal laws related to the execution of any assignment will automatically exclude it from being accepted for a grade. In addition, the same exclusion applies if you learn after the fact that your actions were of an illegal nature. Incorporating the use of nudity and or other socially unacceptable images or audio into your work will automatically exclude it from being accepted for a grade.
From time-to-time students may find themselves in a position where someone may not approve of them capturing their image. In cases such as this, it is best to honor the wishes of this person. Even though you may very well be within your rights to gather this information to include both audio and video, it would be best if students “walk away” from the situation before it escalates.
Participation Policy: It is recommended that you log into your course Canvas site 3 to 4 times a week and check your official Ball State email account daily to view announcements and prepare for class.
Complete all assignments, quizzes, tests, and any other activities by the stated due dates.
Laptops, cell phones: In the field you will be taking notes with a pen or pencil and paper.   In class you will stay in practice by taking notes on paper rather than on a laptop computer.   To avoid unwelcome distractions in class, please turn off your cell phone and put it away.

Access to meetings, records: Indiana law permits public access to many meetings and records at various levels of government.
Know your rights: http://www.in.gov/pac/files/pac_handbook.pdf
Access tips are at: http://kcnn.org/2014/03/the-citizen-journalists-guide-to-open-government/

Feedback Policy: I typically respond to email from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours during week days (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend. I will read every discussion post but I will not always personally comment on posts.  I work to grade your quizzes, assignments, and discussions no later than within 5 business days of submission. Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in class.
Late Assignment Policy: All assignments are typically due before class time on the due dates indicated.
Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning in work on time. Turn in work early and often. Procrastination is your greatest enemy.
Missing a deadline will undermine the show and your employability.   
Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm on the final day of class.
Assignment Submission Policy: All video assignments should be captured in 16 x 9 aspect ratio and submitted as mp4 or mov files. Written assignment should be Word documents with extensions of .doc or .docx unless otherwise indicated in the assignment description.
Assignments, unless otherwise indicated, should be submitted to OneDrive using the assignment link in the module. Do not submit video files on Canvas or email.
File naming: lastnamefirstinitialassignnumber.fileextension.  IE: underhilltassign2.mp4
Grading Policy It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an integral part of your learning experience. In the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key decision-maker on the assignment of grades. For information concerning grade appeals, consult the Ball State website.
Work outside of class time is expected. Practice on your own time will greatly improve your performance on class projects. Use of udemy.com for additional instruction is expected. 
Whatever students produce for this class should meet contemporary broadcast standards. Any story submitted should be air-able on regular television. No nudity, obscenity, or profane language. When in doubt, leave it out. 
This course will include lectures, reading and assignments, class discussions, quizzes and a final project.  Please note this:  If you miss even one assignment or quiz, you lose an ENTIRE letter grade.  Best advice, come to class.
Grade Weighting:
 We will have both a midterm examination and a final exam.   We may also have quizzes.  Your final grade will be determined by the quality and professionalism of your work as follows:
· Packages, performance, story ideas and discussions, 50 percent.
· Attendance, attitude, 10 percent.
· Midterm exam and final exam, 20 percent each. 

Portfolio 
Students are encouraged to keep both digital files and hard copies of all classroom projects, assignments and published work for a professional portfolio. 
Canvas Student Guide You should check the course Canvas site often for assignments, assessments, handouts, and other important information.  https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10701
Engagement Expectations
To support a respectful and engaging academic community that encourages the free exchange of ideas and civil discourse, we will follow these ground rules:
· Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs.
· Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs. Focus on exploring ideas critically and constructively.
· Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others space to speak.
· Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion. 
· Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or work without permission.
· Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others. Keep feedback constructive.
university policies
Diversity Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse.
Disability Services Statement If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. The Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
Attendance Policies You are expected to be present and participating when each class period begins and when your student media shift begins.  If you must be absent, you need to contact me as well as the newsroom.   Treat this course like a job.    Attendance is recorded every day.   
Participation is required.  After two absences, your overall grade drops by one letter grade.  

If you are late to class, it is your responsibility to talk with the professor before leaving the classroom that day.  Make sure you check in every day and have your attendance recorded.  If you have to miss a class, please contact the professor at least one hour before class begins. Participation will be assessed and graded on.  Professional behavior is required. 
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/student-conduct/policiesandprocedures/studentcode/appendixq
Ball State University expects its students to attend and participate in the classes for which they are registered.  If a health emergency, family emergency or other extraordinary circumstance will keep you from attending class, taking an exam or turning in an assignment on time, please let the professor know ahead of time.  
If you experience a death in the family in accordance with the university's bereavement policy, you will be excused as long as you provide a copy of the listing from the funeral home. Other university excused absences include jury duty, military absences, pregnancy leave and religious holidays.
If you are ill, please don’t come to class. You must provide written documentation of your illness from a physician. 
Students who are sick, or who are engaging in self-quarantine, should contact their instructor and participate in course activities remotely if they are able to do so. Students should assume that all due dates and course requirements still apply.
Students are expected to review course syllabi regarding absence guidelines and follow those guidelines. Course attendance policies must be consistent with University policy. The University has a number of specific policies regarding student absences that are housed within different areas. Explore Ball State course attendance policies.
Inclement Weather/University Closing Statement: If inclement weather forces the closing of the university, that information will be made available on the Ball State website.  If the university closes because of weather and this class is cancelled, information on the rescheduling of any assignments, exams, presentations, etc. will be made available on the class Canvas site as soon as possible, or will be sent to you via email, or will be announced at the next regularly scheduled class period.  Any makeup of a class day cancelled because of weather will be determined by the university administration and will be announced in class or via email.
Absences For University Activities: The University expects its departments and programs that take students away from class meetings to schedule such events in a way that will minimize hindrance to orderly completion of course requirements. Such units must provide a written statement to the students describing the activity and stating as precisely as possible the dates of the required absence. The involved students must deliver this documentation to the instructor, preferably before the absence but no event later than one week after the absence.
Ball State Academic Ethics Policy: It is your responsibility to be familiar with your rights and responsibilities as a BSU student. Please visit the following site for relevant information:
www.bsu.edu/studentcode Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities.  This code includes appendices that contain Ball State's policies on academic dishonesty, policy and procedures for appealing final grades, student leaves for funerals, etc.
www.bsu.edu/studentrights/academicethics Ball State's policy on academic dishonesty. The policy includes implementation and appeal procedures.
www.bsu.edu/studentrights/gradeappeal: Ball State's policy and procedures for appealing final grades.

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the complete Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:   
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, ai tools, hidden notes, and open books)  
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (chegg, course hero, studypool, oneclass, etc.).  
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (course hero, chegg, 24houranswers, etc.). 
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.  
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.  
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.  
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)  
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.  
· Soliciting others to complete work for you. 
Plagiarism Policy: Plagiarism is not acceptable, unless otherwise indicated for all assignments, you must work independently by yourself. Sharing of files is not permitted for any reason.
Potential Violations
Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.
· Use or possession of a file created by someone else.
· Reusing work from another semester, course, or section.
· Fraudulent submission of work.
· Using unauthorized materials during Exams.
· Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.
· Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
· Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.

Plagiarism Detection
The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work. 
Proctoring This course may require the use of the Respondus LockDown Browser and Monitor for online exams. Watch this short video to get a basic understanding of LockDown Browser and the optional webcam feature (which may be required for some exams.) Instructions for obtaining the software can be found in our course.
Artificial Intelligence Tools: As you work on and submit assignments this semester, know that using generative AI tools to complete your assignments is a violation of Ball State’s Academic Ethics Policy unless the AI use is explicitly approved by the faculty member. In general, students may not submit any work generated by an AI program as their own. Doing so is plagiarism. In courses and assignments where AI use is permitted, faculty will have guidelines for that use. Work created outside of those guidelines will be considered an Academic Ethics Policy violation. If a student’s grade is affected by an academic ethics violation, faculty are required to report the violation to the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs who oversees the Student Academic Ethics policy and maintains records of its violations. More information about the reporting process is available here.
University Media Services Checkout: All students given permission to checkout equipment/gear through University Media Services must follow the policies of University Media Services Equipment Checkout.  UMS Checkout can be found in BC 153.
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/university-media-services/mediaservices/equipmentcheckout
University Lab Software Notice: University labs are updated to the current version of the software at the beginning of each academic year and will remain at that version throughout the academic year. This is done to keep all computers across campus the same so students can move from lab to lab and continue their work. To maintain your ability to work on projects continually between your own computer and a lab computer, your version of the software must be the same as that in the labs.  Do not update to a new version or you will be unable to move seamlessly between personal and university-owned computers. 
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the ball state community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s statement on freedom of expression, the resources on Ball State’s freedom of expression webpage, and ball state’s beneficence pledge. 
TITLE IX ball state university is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The university offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the title ix coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu.
Your instructor is a mandatory reporter under the title IX policy and required to report any information received about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations. 
What happens after it is reported? The title ix coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the title ix coordinator, 
· Title ix coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward. 
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the university, an investigation will begin following university policy. 
UNIVERSITY GRADE APPEAL POLICY if you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by the office of the registrar. Review the university grade appeal policy and process.
[bookmark: h.thsm76d09jrz]Canvas and student privacy
Canvas Accessibility: Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable.
Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT).

FERPA and Privacy: As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection.
Video Conferencing Recording In this class, software may be used to record live class discussions. As a student in this class, your participation in live class discussions may be recorded. These recordings typically will be made available only to students enrolled in the class, to assist those who cannot attend the live session or to serve as a resource for those who would like to review content that was presented. Students who prefer to participate via audio only will be allowed to disable their video camera so only audio will be captured. Students who prefer to listen only must disable their audio capability and visual camera. If you have concerns, please discuss these options with the professor.
Copyright Statement: All materials for this class have been created for the private, non-commercial use of students enrolled in this class through Ball State University in the current semester.  Any material provided to students, including, but not limited to, syllabus, lectures, class notes, PowerPoint presentations, assignments, information, quizzes, exams, or class news, is the property of the course instructor and/or Ball State University and may not be reproduced, distributed, or publicly posted without written permission of the instructor. Selling or distributing course materials may violate the Code of Student Conduct and/or the Information Technology Users’ Privileges and Responsibilities policy.  Violations will be reported to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director of Student Rights and Community Standards.
(Include the word “Copyright” or the © symbol and the year materials were created or the year of the current class.)
Addendum For Discussion Forums: Any discussion forum content shared among students for use in the course remains the property of the individual student and will not be copied, distributed, or used in any manner without the written permission of the instructor and the student.

No Recording or Electronic Retransmission of Class Sessions: No one may make an audio and/or video recording of this class nor may anyone electronically transmit all or part of any class session without the express written consent of your professor, the Ball State University Department of Media and The School of Journalism and Strategic Communications.
You Break It, You Bought It: If a student deliberately or negligently breaks a piece of equipment, or if it is stolen because of his or her negligence, the student must pay for its repair or replacement. If a piece of equipment is lost, stolen, or broken, and the student is not to blame, then he or she will not be held responsible. It is at the discretion of the professor to determine cause. Failure to pay restitution will result in an incomplete or failed grade.
Please visit the Office of Risk Management's updated website to learn more information about student health insurance, renter's insurance to protect your personal belongings from apartment damage, and property insurance which would provide coverage for your cell phone, laptop, or musical instrument borrowed from university, and more at http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/riskmanagement.
There you will also find information about ORM, reporting accidents, insurance certificates, emergencies on campus, and other related policies. If you have any questions, please email ORM@bsu.edu or call (765)285-2527.
Internships : Informational meetings are scheduled to inform students about the internship requirement. For more information, contact Brian Hayes, Internship Coordinator, The School of Journalism and Strategic Communications, AJ 304 or Sonny Wingler, Internship Coordinator, Department of Media.



academic support services
THE LEARNING CENTER:
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.  
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.    Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center programming, http://bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-2851006. Follow us on Instagram: BallStateLC.  
THE WRITING CENTER: All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing.  The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly! 
THE BASIC NEEDS HUB: If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form.  
THE COUNSELING CENTER: 
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.  
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here. 
THE SPEAKING CENTER: The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.   The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.           

subject to change statement
Disclaimer 
This syllabus is an honest effort to let students what to expect in this class. It is, however, subject to change to accommodate unexpected circumstances. Any changes will be announced either in class or via an e-mail message.
Course Schedule: IMPORTANT DATES
Full Semester Courses: January 5 – May 1
· Drop/Add ends on Sunday, January 11
· Martin Luther King Jr Day Celebration January 19
· Web Withdrawal Ends: Thursday, March 19
· Spring Break:  March 1 – March 8
· Finals Week:  April 28 - May 1
· Commencement: Saturday, May 2

Student Course Evaluations: Evaluations will be completed sometime during the final week of the semester.  Once the date is announced, please bring your laptop to class to ensure completion.
“The course schedule is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.”  
Assignment details, including instructions, relevant readings, due dates, and grading criteria/rubrics will be posted and updated on Canvas. Please check Canvas regularly to stay informed and on track.
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Week 1  
Finding the focus; visualizing the story 

Week 2 
People-centered writing with the video

Week 3
Sequences and stand-ups

Week 4
Package 1A due; on-camera interviewing strategies; critiques

Week 5
Package 1B due; issues and ethics; critiques

Week 6
Package 2A due; on-air presentation; critiques

Week 7
Package 2B due; issues and ethics; critiques

Week 8
Midterm exam; package 3A due; critiques

Week 9
Package 3B due; issues and ethics; critiques

Week 10
Package 4A due; focus and flow; critiques

Week 11
Package 4B due; issues and ethics; critiques

Week 12
Package 5A due; video for handhelds and Web; critiques

Week 13
Package 5B due; issues and ethics; critiques

Week 14
Refining research for video news; critiques

Week 15
Extra-credit packages due; final exam

 
This is ADVANCED video and audio reporting. This is the time to try something that goes beyond a standard news package. Use the best tools for the job. Borrow a GoPro action camera, a drone or other specialty equipment. I am willing to brainstorm ideas and different ways of telling a story. 
BONUS POINTS AVAILABLE (some may call it “extra credit”) For using:
· 360 Video Storytelling (Several sources on campus to borrow gear)
· Story told completely using smart phone (shot and edited)
· DSLR storytelling (Need motivation for using this technology)
· GoPro used for unique video and audio
            

TV News is a time-consuming profession. Assignments are “hands-on.” You should expect to dedicate a lot of time to this course, in and outside the classroom. Always pace yourself: Those who manage their time well usually come out with the better product, and eventually, the better grade.
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