POLS 270-1: Political Theory

Dr. Chad Kinsella
BB101
TTH-9:30-10:45am
Email: cjkinsella@bsu.edu
Office Phone: (765) 285-8780
Office: NQ 257/VSTOP Oakwood Building
Office Hours: Tuesday 11am – 12:30pm
Also by Appointment

Introduction

The purpose of this class is to investigate and discuss the major philosophical questions and arguments within the realm of political thought.  Political science, in many ways, is a discipline that has contributions from a variety of other fields, including and especially philosophy.  At its core, all political discussion and understanding come from the key arguments and ideas that will be presented in this class.

Overall, this class will examine some of the key arguments that are at the root of political discussions, such as the nature of mankind, if and why government is necessary, how much government is needed, citizenship, and a host of other topics.  Ultimately, this will help students understand how they conceive the role and purpose of government and how others view the role and purpose of government.

You may have a strong opinion about some of the topics we cover and discuss.  No matter how passionately you may feel about a topic discussed, the instructor expects and demands that all students keep an open mind and discuss all topics in a civil manner.  If you are unable to conduct yourself in such a manner, you will be asked to leave the class.

Course Objectives:

· Be able to explain what political philosophy and ideology are and why they are important to understanding and explaining political thought and reasoning today
· Identify and demonstrate a basic understanding of some of the key philosophers and their points of view
· Understand core political ideologies and enable students to identify where they and others fit when examining political points of view
· Think critically about some of the key questions about mankind and the state of nature, citizenship, government, the role of government, and other topics
Required Textbooks

Wolff, Jonathan. An Introduction to Political Philosophy 4nd Ed. New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

Other required readings will be posted to Canvas.

Grading Scale

The following scale will be used to determine each student’s final grade in the course:

Grade		Cutoff		Grade		Cutoff
A		93%		C		73% 
A-		90%		C-		70% 
B+		87%		D+		67% 
B		83% 		D		63% 
B-		80%		D-		60% 
C+		77%		F	 	Below 60% 	
			
Once grades are submitted, they are final.  No late work will be considered, work cannot be redone or improved upon, and there is no extra credit.

Grading

First Exam		15%				Participation		50%
Second Exam		15%				 
Final Exam		20%				

Exams

Exams will be short answers and essays.  Given the nature of the course, portions of the Final Exam are cumulative.  I do not give makeup exams except under extreme, documented cases.

Participation

The participation grade will come from various sources.  Students will be asked to participate in in class activities that will require reflection and application of readings to contemporary problems related to politics, government, and human nature.  In class activities are typically unannounced and cannot be made up if missed unless there is documentation of excusable absences.  Furthermore, other assignments to be accomplished outside of class will be assigned as needed and will be posted on Blackboard and announced in class.

Attendance

Attendance is expected and demanded of students and will be crucial for you to do well in class.  I do take attendance, so attend regularly and on time!

Attendance and Class Conduct

Please be courteous and respectful to the professor and your classmates.  We are all adults in a professional setting and everyone (including me) should act as such.  Also, please turn off cell phones or place them in silent mode. If you use a laptop in class (and according to research, you shouldn’t), please avoid any uses that might distract you or your classmates from discussion and other classroom activities. In the event that laptop use becomes disruptive, I will prohibit their use during class.

Academic Integrity

Academic dishonesty, as described in the undergraduate catalog, will not be tolerated. Any instances of academic dishonesty will be handled according to the procedures outlined in the Student Academic Ethics Policy in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  Penalties for behavior in violation of the Student Academic Ethics Policy will be determined according to the process described in the policy.

Tutoring Services

The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses on campus, including science and humanities, modern languages, math and business, help with any writing task, and study strategies such as time management, test taking, note taking, and effective textbook reading.

The Learning Center hours are Monday-Thursday, 9am-8pm, and Friday, 9am-12pm.

Call 765-285-3780 or visit NQ 350 to make an appointment to meet with a tutor. Check them out online at www.bsu.edu/learningcenter.

Disability Services

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.


Class Schedule and Readings

	1/6							Class introduction, discuss syllabus

1/8							“What is Political Philosophy?”
“In Defense of Political Philosophy”

	1/13							The State of Nature-Wolf

	1/15							The State of Nature-Wolf
                                                           								
	1/20							The State of Nature-Wolf

1/22                                                                  	The State of Nature-Wolf

1/27                                                                 	Justifying the State-Wolf

1/29                                                                	Justifying the State-Wolf

2/3                                                                	Justifying the State-Wolf

2/5                                                                 	Justifying the State-Wolf

2/10                                                                 	Test 1 

2/12                                                                	Who Should Rule-Wolf

2/17                                                                	Who Should Rule-Wolf
                                                                                                                                                
2/19                                                               		Who Should Rule-Wolf

2/24                                                                	Who Should Rule-Wolf

2/26	Who Should Rule-Wolf      

3/3                                                               	Spring Break
                                                                        
3/5                                                               	Spring Break
                                                                       
3/10	On Rulers
                                                                     	Dahl- “Guardianship”
                                                                    	Burke- “Speech to the Electors of Bristol”
                                                                   	de Tocqueville- “Unlimited Power of the Majority in the United States and Its Consequences”

3/12                                                              	On Rulers
                                                                     	Schumpeter-“A Realistic Alternative to the Classical Doctrine of Democracy”
                                                                    	Barber-“Strong Democracy: Politics in the Participatory Mode”
		
3/17                                                              	The Place of Liberty

3/19                                                          	Test 2
                                                                                                                                             	
3/24                                                                	The Distribution of Property-Wolf
                                                                        
3/26                                                                	The Distribution of Property-Wolf
                                                                       
3/31                                                                	The Distribution of Property-Wolf                                                                       		
4/2                                                              	The Distribution of Property-Wolf

4/7                                                            	The Distribution of Property-Wolf
	
4/9                                                            	The Distribution of Property-Wolf
                                                                        	
4/14                                                            	The Distribution of Property-Wolf
	
4/16                                                              	Authority and Structure
	Smith-“The Principles and Virtues of
	Free Markets”
Friedman-“The Role of Government in a Free Society”
Giddens-“The Third Way and Government”
                                                                        
4/21                                                              	Authority and Structure
	Khomeini-“Islamic Government”
	Hardin-“The Tragedy of the Commons”
	Page and Simmons-“What Should
Government Do?”
                                                                        
4/23                                                              	TBA
	
5/1                                                              	Final Exam 9:45am
							
Right to Revise a Syllabus

I reserve the right to revise the course syllabus as needed.  Changes in the course schedule may happen frequently, so you need to keep informed of these changes regularly.  Should a major change or update occur in the syllabus (moving an exam date, date or requirement of an assignment, etc.), the specific change will be announced at least a week in advance of any activity due date (assignment, paper, exam).  These changes will be communicated in class and/or via Canvas and/or via email. If you have any questions about anything on the syllabus, please let me know as soon as possible. 

