Ball State University
ACC 301 - Financial Accounting I
Summer 2026

Instructor: Dr. Sharon Huang
E-mail: xhuang2@bsu.edu
Office Hours:  Zoom office hours by request.

Prerequisite: ACC 202

Required materials: Intermediate Accounting (11th edition) by Spiceland, Nelson, Thomas, and Winchel

Welcome to Financial Accounting I:
Intermediate Accounting I is the first course in a two-course sequence that covers financial reporting for
external parties. The purpose of financial reporting is to provide meaningful information to individuals and
institutions that have an interest in business, whether they be investors, creditors, managers, or others. It’s a
company’s accounting system that creates the vital information needed to assess a company’s profitability,
efficiency, and risk.

Course Objectives:
In this course, we’ll cover the basic accounting concepts and reporting requirements of for-profit
companies, and we’ll discuss in detail topics related to revenues, receivables, inventory, long-term assets,
and investments. Through engaging in this course, you will be able to:
1. Describe core financial accounting fundamentals.
2. Apply accounting fundamentals to solve an accounting problem and make rational business decisions.
3. Communicate appropriately in a professional context.

How to Be Successful in This Course:

In any course, a reliable structure to guide your learning of content is essential. Each week will follow the
same basic format:

e Before class: You should complete the assigned reading and Smartbook.

e During class: You should watch the lecture videos (the Concept Overview Videos (COVs) — assigned on
Connect and Class Example Videos — posted on Canvas) and take notes while you watch the lecture. The
lecture videos aim to help synthesize the material, point out the key concepts, and help structure your
thinking. Students generally learn far more in less time during the lecture videos than they do on their own.

o After class: You will complete the assigned homework. Be sure to take advantage of Hint videos that are
available with many assignments, and schedule Zoom office hours that are available each week if needed.
You are also expected to engage in the discussion board to get help and give help.

Most of all, if at any time you think there is something more that I can do to help you, please don’t
hesitate to ask. I want you to enjoy the course, do the best you can, learn as much as you can, and
understand the importance of accounting in our society.



Course Materials:
o Intermediate Accounting, 11th Edition, by Spiceland, Nelson, Thomas, and Winchel.
e (Connect access code (includes an electronic version of the entire book).
e Other related materials (posted in Canvas)

You must have a Connect access code to complete the assignments for class. You can purchase the Connect
access code in one of two ways:

Option 1. Purchase the Connect access code directly from the publisher’s website by going to Canvas.
In Canvas, you will see the McGraw-Hill Connect link. By selecting that link, you will be
taken to Connect to register and purchase an access code at that time.

Option 2. Buy the book and a Connect access code at the bookstore. These two items are bundled for
your convenience. The book will be used for this course and for Intermediate Accounting II.
Once you have purchased the Connect access code, you will register for Connect through
Canvas.

Connect:
Connect will be used for all assignments. To begin using Connect, follow these steps:

1. Go to your Canvas page and find our course (ACC 301). On the home page, you’ll see McGraw-Hill
Connect. Select that link and you will be transferred to Connect.

2. Select Register Now and enter your email address.

3. Either (a) purchase access to Connect online or (b) submit the Connect code you purchased at the
bookstore.

4. Fill out the registration form.

5. Select Go To Connect Now.

If you have trouble using Connect, visit http://mpss.mhhe.com for links to chat or e-mail support or call 1-
800-331-5094. They are very good about offering assistance.

Email, Canvas, calculators:
Email and Canvas will be used heavily to make announcements; please check them daily. Lecture videos,
PPT, class handouts, check figures, supplemental homework problems are posted on Canvas. Please have a
calculator for this class.

Readings:
In Canvas, you can find the Learning Objectives being covered each week. You should read the

corresponding pages in the book prior to class. When reading the book, be sure to notice the discussion that
includes not only #ow to do accounting but why we do it that way. A solid conceptual understanding makes
learning and remembering the details of any discipline much easier.


http://mpss.mhhe.com/

Withdrawal from Course:
For purposes of withdrawing from the course, the student must submit the appropriate withdrawal form
to the Office of Registration and Academic Progress by the close of business on Monday, June 1st, 2026.

Office Hours:
We will have Zoom office hours based on the request. I can be accessed through Email or Zoom
meetings. [ will be available for any questions or concerns you have related to course content, grading, or

professional issues. Students are encouraged to seek assistance with class problems before they become out of
hand.

Disability Services:

Any student in this course who has a disability that may prevent them from fully demonstrating the
required knowledge should contact me as soon as possible so that we can discuss accommodations necessary to
ensure full participation and facilitate your educational opportunities. Disability Services can be contacted at

765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Diversity Statement:

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and
student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing
the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a
culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources
found at http://cms.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter.

Academic Misconduct:

Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution
dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and
to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to
maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Academic
misconduct will not be tolerated. Academic misconduct includes all acts of dishonesty in any academically
related matter and any knowing or intentional help or attempt to help, or conspiracy to help, another student.
The Student Academic Ethics Policy will be followed in the event of academic misconduct.

Equal Opportunity Policy:

Ball State University provides equal opportunity to all students and applicants for admission in its
education programs, activities, and facilities without regard to race, religion, color, sex (except where sex is a
bona fide qualification), sexual orientation, gender identity/gender expression, physical or mental disability,
national origin, ancestry, or age.

Notice:

The course starts quickly, and we have only five weeks in the summer session. Do not get behind as it
will be challenging, if not impossible, to catch up. Notice that we will spend some time reviewing basic
accounting; if you had any trouble with introductory financial accounting, this is your chance to learn that
material. This will be crucial to your performance in this course. Since this material is a review, I will expect a
much greater understanding than was required in your introductory class. I would be more than happy to help
you when you have questions on your coursework, career, and interviews.
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