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Office Hours

Office Hours – my campus office is in the Burkhardt Building (BB), room 210. 
Hours – 10:00 AM – 12:15 PM and again from 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays ONLY!
Other hours by special appointment ONLY!

Drop-In Office Hours: I usually will be in my office (Burkhardt Building – BB 210) right before this class meets. If you cannot locate me, contact me via an email and I can let you know where I may be located. I do have another class at 3:30 – 4:45 PM in Teacher’s College. Thus, sometime prior to our class is usually a good time to catch me in my office. Or, sometime before my 3:30 PM class (note the hours above). After our class ends (1:45 PM), I am usually around for just a few minutes gathering up my materials. You can also find me before our class in the hallway outside of BB 100.

If nothing works for you in terms of catching me in my office or before my two classes, let me know via an email and we can try to work something out. I can always meet you somewhere else between my two classes. Please note that I commute to Ball State on Tuesdays and Thursdays to teach and thus, do not have office hours on Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays. 

My office phone number is 765-285-8716. There is a message system and if you do leave a voicemail it does show up in my email’s inbox along with a translation of the message.


Communication:

Virtual Office Hours: I will try to be available to communicate via email on Mondays & Fridays from mid-morning (around 9:00 AM) until late afternoon (till around 5:00 PM). This does not mean that during these times I am sitting directly in front of my computer waiting on your email to arrive in the inbox. So be patient if you do contact me between these times and I do not reply within minutes. Also, please feel free to email me anytime and I will reply as soon as I can. Often, I can answer a simple question with a reply with my cell phone. Lengthier replies may require me to log on to my computer.

On Tuesdays and Thursdays, I travel from my home to Muncie to teach here on campus and then travel back home later that same afternoon (also noted above). Thus, if you email me during my travel times (usually 8:45 – 10:00 AM and again from 5:00 – 6:45 PM), I will be unable to respond until I either arrive on campus or, back home later in the evening. 

I will be using email and Canvas announcements as my standard communication to you this semester. I DO NOT use group chats or discussion boards. Maybe you like those kind of communication tools, but I do not use them. When I send an email out through Canvas to the whole class, I will also send the same message out as an announcement. Thus, I will be reasonably assured that you will see the message either as an email or as the announcement. I will also communicate important items during our class time.

It is YOUR responsibility to pay attention to the information going out to you. I do not follow up to see if you got the message and understand it. I assume you saw it and understand what it says. If you do not understand what it is I sent out, for whatever reason, send me an email back or respond through the message center in Canvas. I will do my best to respond as quickly as possible. Or, check with me either before or, right after class. Or, raise your hand at the beginning of class and ask the question when I ask “does anyone have any questions.” Maybe one of your peers had the same question as you did. Thus, by asking the question, others may benefit.

I tend to receive quite a few emails each week. Thus, when emailing me please tell me you are in my HIST 150 class. I do have another class (HIST 201 - to be exact) which is much smaller than this one. It just makes things easier if I can quickly identify your email and place it in the correct folder in my Outlook Account. I do keep all emails that I receive for the duration of the semester. I rarely lose or delete any emails. Thus, if I do not reply immediately and you send me a follow-up email, I can easily find the original correspondence as well and then respond accordingly. 

Online Resources

You will need a BSU network account for accessing / using email and accessing / using Canvas. If you do not have a BSU network account, please contact the Technology Helpdesk located in Bracken Library at 765-285-1517 or Toll Free at 1-866-771-3276. The Technology Helpdesk can be accessed online as well. Simply go to BSU’s webpage and type in “Technology Helpdesk” in the search box. If you forget your BSU password, the Helpdesk can assist you in obtaining this information or obtaining a new password.

They also have something referred to as The Helpdesk Knowledge Base which can often answer your queries or solve your problems without speaking directly to someone at the Helpdesk. The Helpdesk can also assist you with basic Canvas questions. If calling the 765-285-1517 number, hit option 2 for Canvas support. Canvas does have a 24 hour / 7 days a-week support number. It is 1-844-803-6635.

Technology Helpdesk Hours:
PHONE SUPPORT:
Helpdesk: 765-285-1517 or, Toll-Free 1-866-771-3276
Phones:  Monday through Thursday: 7:30 AM - 7:00 PM (U.S. Eastern time)
Phones:  Friday: 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM U.S Eastern time
Walk-Ins:  Monday - Thursday: 7:30 AM - 7:00 PM (U.S. Eastern time)
Walk-Ins:  Friday: 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM (U.S Eastern time)

For help with password resets or DUO two-factor authentication during after-hours and weekends, please call 765-285-1517 and press option 4. 

TECH CENTER WALK-IN SUPPORT:
The Tech Center allows walk-in support, but we encourage students and staff to make an appointment prior to coming in so that we can provide the best service.
Students - Schedule a Tech Time walk-in appointment

Perquisites: There are NO prerequisites for taking HIST 150 – The West in the World.

Textbook (1 required):

NOTE: The E-book version of the textbook is located in the Canvas Module titled “Course Materials.”
The whole book is available online through Canvas. 
Thus, you would not have to buy a textbook from any other source.
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Ball State First Day

The textbook (cover of printed version is shown above) is available as an E-book (electronic textbook) through the Ball State First Day program. What does that mean? It means that the book is automatically available to you electronically. That is unless you opt out of Ball State First Day. (See Below)

Below is the material that Ball State First Day suggested faculty place within their course syllabi:

This course is part of our course material delivery program, Ball State First Day. The bookstore will provide each student with a convenient package containing all required physical books and any digital materials will be integrated into Canvas for this course.
You should have received an email from the bookstore confirming materials provided for each of your courses and asking you to select how you would like to receive any printed components (in-store pick up or home delivery). If you have not done so already, please confirm your fulfillment preference so the bookstore can prepare your materials. Students who do not want to participate in the First Day program may choose to opt out.

Note what it says at the very end. You may choose to opt out. Be aware however that you must opt out from all of your course materials for the chosen semester. You cannot opt out from just one course. Thus, if you do opt out you may be left asking yourself – “how do I obtain a copy (either electronic or in print) of the textbook for History 201 – Section 002?”

NOTE: To start the semester, you will automatically have electronic access to the course textbook until AFTER the opt out date has passed. At that point in the semester if you have chosen to opt out, you will lose access electronically to the textbook. You will be responsible for purchasing the material from outside the Ball State First Day program – through the publisher, Amazon, etc. It may be cheaper to do this, but opting out from this course also means you have to opt out from all other courses you are enrolled in.

Below is information on how you can access the electronic material on Canvas:

1. Sign into their LMS (Canvas) to access their course(s).
2. Clicks the Course Materials link in the LMS course. All digitally delivered materials for a student’s enrolled courses will be shown in this link.
3. Simply click the green actionable button to navigate to their material.
a. Depending on content type, some additional steps may be required by the student.

Textbook Publisher

The book is published by BVT Publishers (out of California). They have print versions and electronic versions of the book available for you to purchase as well. They do offer a 10% discount for those purchasing from them directly as well. This also provides you with instant eBook access until your purchased textbook arrives (in either format). Discount ends on September 2, 2025 at 11:59 PM. You can ask me about going this route if you so choose. They have informed me that some of their options start at just $25 per book.


You can also access BVT online to view all options by clicking on the link below:
(https://www.bvtpublishing.com/book/1174#/book/info/1174/view/formats). 

They have versions starting at $29 retail to students to $264 retail to students for a print softcover version (I would not recommend that version though).

The book is also available from online sellers such as Amazon. However, when I looked at Amazon recently, they only were selling a used paper copy at $175.99 (ouch). It did not appear that they were selling an electronic version of the textbook. 

Therefore, I would suggest purchasing the textbook through the Ball State First Day program (unless you are opting out completing of that) or from BVT directly with the 10% discount good through September 2, 2025. Just my suggestion.

NOTE - having a different American History textbook that someone loaned you will NOT really work. Yes, much of the basic content is the same (American History has not changed in almost over 250 years), but I have selected this particular textbook to be used in this course. Through the publisher and with the new Ball State First Day program there are reasonably priced options available to you.

Using Canvas 

Hopefully, you have been exposed to the online learning platform known as Canvas? If not, then I would suggest that you become familiar with it rather quickly. Ball State has some tutorials on using Canvas available through the main web page. I would also suggest contacting the Technology Helpdesk via the Ball State home page. If you are still struggling with Canvas, I would also suggest finding someone on campus (a friend down the hall in the dormitory, a friend of a friend, etc. that is familiar with Canvas) and ask them for assistance. DO NOT let the fact that you know little or nothing about Canvas impeded your ability to stay up with what is going on in this course.

When you log into Canvas, the Home Page is what will appear. Underneath the image (just like the one at the beginning of this syllabus) on the Home Page are two links – one is for the Course Syllabus (what you are reading here) and one is the Course Schedule-at-a-Glance. This is simply the schedule that appears at the end of this syllabus but lacks all the extra material contained in the syllabus. Refer to either of these documents to keep up with what you need to read, what is due, when it is due, etc. Nothing is more embarrassing to have read the wrong material or, studied the wrong material prior to completing a quiz and or, preparing for either the Mid-Term or Final Examination.

There is also a calendar in the upper right-hand corner of the Canvas screen that shows you what is upcoming depending on the due dates typed in for the various assignments, quizzes, etc. This makes it easier to keep track of what is due and when it is due.

IMPORTANT - you are responsible for keeping track of any quizzes and or, assignments that you have NOT taken or completed. I would suggest that you check Canvas often. If you feel you are missing a score for a quiz or assignment that you are certain you completed, please contact me ASAP. Sometimes I do fail to record an assignment score for some reason. So, let me know ASAP and I can then correct the discrepancy. I DO NOT send out individual emails reminding you that you are missing something.
Canvas Accessibility

Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. 

Attendance Policy & Participation

At Ball State University, your attendance in this class is EXPECTED. Here is what the university says in regards to attendance:

Students are expected to attend all their classes. Faculty are required to establish attendance policies for their courses and ensure that they communicate these policies through their course syllabi. In some cases, faculty may be asked to provide the last date of attendance for a student in association with financial aid requirement. Students are expected to review course syllabi regarding absence guidelines and follow those guidelines. Course attendance policies must be consistent with university policy. The university has several specific policies regarding student absences that are housed within different areas. 

Thus, attendance will be taken for a couple of reasons, - 1) the university does require that all faculty members take attendance, and 2) the federal government expects that students who receive federal financial aid attend classes on a regular basis. If a student drops this course and was a financial aid recipient, I must inform the financial aid office of that student’s last date of attendance. Therefore, I need to keep track of attendance.

Absences will be excused for ONLY the following: funeral and bereavement leave; jury duty; late course addition; military service absences; observance of religious holidays; pregnancy leave; student-athletes participating in university- or department-approved activities; and university advisories.

A documented excused absence would INCLUDE those items listed above PLUS a health center visit, a doctor’s appointment, hospital stays, etc. – basically any absence where you can provide documentation as to your non-appearance in class. NOTE: sending me an email telling me your sick and will not be in class is NOT a documented excuse.

You may encounter other circumstances (e.g. car accidents, job interviews) that result in course absences. Only I can excuse these absences and adjustments are at the discretion of me. Just emailing me a message saying you are ill and will not be attending class is NOT an excused absence.

In general, you are expected to notify me once you anticipate being absent for any reason (e.g., funeral, doctor’s visit, etc.) or as soon as possible after the absence begins (e.g., unexpected injury or illness). You will then need to provide documentation (with confidential information redacted when appropriate) to me if requested. 

While you need to contact me if you miss a day or two of classes, you should also contact your friends (if you do not have a friend, make one real quick like) in here for class lecture notes and updates and then follow up with me if you still have questions. You should also contact me if an illness, family emergency, or any other emergency prevents you from attending class for multiple sessions.  

To encourage (and reward) your attendance this semester, I am awarding you 4 (four) points per day for your attendance. There is a total of 30 days of class this semester according to the schedule. Four points per day x 30 days is 120 points. This is what you can expect to receive if you have attended (and signed legibly the attendance sheet) each and every class period. 

PLEASE NOTE: If, for whatever reason, you miss one or, both of first two days of class, you will still receive the four points per each of these class days. Why? Sometimes students add the course during that first week of class and thus, are not present for one or, even both days. Or, sometimes in the flurry of the opening week of class, students do not attend for various other reasons. But, even with this said, I am keeping track of your attendance and attendance points – even during that first week of class.

I will allow you just ONE unexcused absence (beyond the first two days of class) for the entire semester. 

But, anything beyond ONE undocumented absence will result in attendance points being deducted from the total of 120 attendance points towards your overall course grade.
Thus, you could technically miss three days of class (the first two days during week one and ONE more throughout the rest of the semester) and still receive a FULL complement of attendance points without presenting any type of documented excuse.

During the course of the semester, I will post to Canvas the number of attendance points that I have down for you at that point in time and this score will be posted in the grade center. I usually do this about three times per semester. I will communicate to you when this will take place by the way. It is then your responsibility to double check what is showing in Canvas and report to me any discrepancy. If at any time during the semester you need to know where you stand in terms of attendance points, reach out to me and I will let you know. I keep a detailed spreadsheet for the semester. At any given point, I can see where you stand in terms of attendance points.

Attendance will be taken via sending an attendance sheet around the classroom and having you SIGN next (to the right of) to your printed name on that sheet of paper. Be sure that you are signing next to your name and that your signature is legible (NO scribbles, initials, or other symbols, etc. PLEASE). This is important in that this is the only way I can track your attendance in the class. If the attendance sheet does not reach where you are sitting during class, be sure to locate one of the attendance sheets when class is dismissed. Then, you may sign your name on the sheet. That way you will obtain credit for attending. DO NOT let the attendance sheet pass you by and then leave without signing. That will be recorded as a no-show and thus, you will not earn the four points for attending. I have NO other way of checking to see if you attended class or, not.

Also, be sure to sign the attendance sheet and stay for the entire class time. Many times, students hang around just long enough to sign the attendance sheet and then disappear, especially in certain classrooms where getting out is rather easy. I really cannot control that. But if I discover who may be doing this, I have the right to NOT award them any attendance points for that particular day in question. (SEE BELOW)
Any absence caused by field trips, athletic events, or activities in which you are representing Ball State University at state, regional, or national events should be announced in advance to ME. You ALSO need to present me with a written notice (originating in the office sponsoring the trip or, from the faculty member or, the department chairperson), PRIOR to the scheduled trip. NOTE that all quizzes and assignments will have specific DUE dates. Thus, if your field trip causes you to miss the day a quiz was due, then I would suggest that you take it earlier. The same goes for an assignment. If it is due the day you are absent, then submit it earlier. If the field trip causes you to miss class the entire time that a quiz was available to take or, an assignment was due, then you will need to speak to me about this in advance.

If you do miss class, YOU are responsible for finding out what you missed on that day. Find a friend that you can truly depend on for taking a set of good notes for you - if you are absent. Perhaps they will need your notes some day? DO NOT loan out your notes unless you are sure that you will get them back. NOTE: if someone asks you to see your lecture notes and you do not feel comfortable in loaning out your material; tell them you will be glad to go to Bracken Library and let them copy your notes – if they pay for the copies. 

PLEASE NOTE: I DO NOT give out (or, email out) my lecture notes. If you are absent for a lengthy time (a week or two weeks), please contact ME immediately (or have your parents contact me). Once you contact me, I will work with you to schedule a plan to make up anything you might have missed. If you are absent for a lengthy period, you are encouraged to contact the Office of Student Rights and Community Standards (765-285-5036). They can assist you and your parents with notifying me of an unexpected absence in which you are unable to contact me through normal channels. They will NOT, however, document your absence and excuse you from missing class!

NOTE: there is a strong correlation between sporadic or, NON-attendance and a low final grade in the course. 

Your attendance points are worth a possible 120 points (or 20%) of your overall course grade.

Classroom Etiquette

Disruptive behavior [sleeping and snoring, eating a large meal and making a mess, making personal calls, or texting on your cell phone or other hand-held device, reading something via paper or online, casual social talking (even whispering), making loud and inappropriate comments, coming in habitually late, leaving class early, or disrupting the class in general] will NOT be tolerated. You may be depriving other students of the opportunity to learn in here. Please TURN OFF (or place on silent) all cell phones and other hand-held electronic devices. This is a large class in a relatively small space, so please be courteous to your peers.

Also – please REMOVE all headphones and earbuds when I begin my lecture. I know that “your” music (or whatever it is you are listening to) is very important to you, but I am not sure if you are paying attention and listening to MY lecture when you have earbuds in or headphones on. It really is about being courteous and respectful. If you were presenting something in front of a panel of your favorite professors, would you want them to have earbuds in and headphones on while you were presenting? Probably not.

IMPORTANT - class will be OVER when I say it is and dismiss you! I hold the RIGHT to decide when class will be DISMISSED – not what the clock says or what you might think is the right time to leave. If you need to leave class early, please tell me ahead of time, then sit somewhere close enough to the door(s) to slip out quietly when you need to go. DO NOT sit in the middle of the row and then remember you must leave early. I know it is easy to just slip out of this classroom rather undetected. I understand that you have other commitments to attend to. 

But as I am lecturing, it is somewhat distracting to see several students get up and slip out of the room. If I have to, I may assign (from time to time) some type of “short answer” question(s) at the very end of class and only award attendance points to those who submit something on that particular day. So, be warned. Just showing up and quickly signing the attendance sheet and then abruptly leaving may or, may not get you the full complement of four points for attendance. If you are only going to hang around long enough to sign the attendance sheet and then leave, then what is the whole point of enrolling in the course?

Respect the ideas and words of others in class. This does not mean that you must agree with them or, keep silent, but that you must voice your disagreement in a polite, reasonable manner. Wait your turn, raise your hand – and I will call on you to respond.

Laptop, Tablet, & Cell Phone Policy

Laptop computers and tablets (i.e., iPad, Galaxy Tab, Surface Pro, etc.) will be permitted in the classroom - if they are being used for note taking and note taking ONLY! If you find that taking notes in class is easier on a laptop / tablet, then I would suggest that you bring your laptop / tablet with you each day of class. You may even want to download the lecture outlines (see below) from Canvas ahead of time and then type in your own notes as I lecture in class. Keep this in mind – there is limited table top space at your seat in the classroom. You will not be able to place much on your desk top other than your laptop. If you have a broken desk top, please notify me at once and I will let those in charge know it needs fixed. Ball State maintenance personnel have been good in the past in terms of getting things fixed, but they do have to know something is broken to fix it.

I would also suggest that you charge up your laptop / tablet before coming to class. Make sure you have enough power to make it through 75 minutes of class time. Also, be careful if you string your power cord across the aisles to plug in your laptop / tablet, for those that can do this. You should not be creating an unsafe situation for your fellow classmates. If someone tripped on your power cord and your laptop came crashing to the floor it might be damaged or, worse yet - destroyed.

Laptops / tablets are quite effective tools. However, I have found that in past semesters the presence of students who were using laptops / tablets for everything BUT class business (i.e., note taking) has multiplied to the point where it has become a huge distraction for many of the other students. You are NOT paying attention if you are surfing the Internet, checking email, shopping online, etc. during class time. Thus, I should NOT see or hear of reports of students using their laptops for other things during class other than taking notes. Please use discretion when using your laptop / tablet. Think about how many people can see your computer screen from where you are sitting? Would you want to see material you might find offensive that someone else was viewing? Therefore, use respect and common sense – please! Keep in mind that I reserve the right to BAN the use of laptops / tablet if I discover that students are using them for anything other than note taking. 
	
*NOTE: laptops / tablets are NOT mandatory for class. You may also print out the lecture outlines ahead of time (remember you are allowed to print so many “free” copies per semester and bring the printed pages to class to take notes with. In fact, you may find this easier.

In regards to cell phones, I really should not see you using these during class either – except for what I mention below. When you enter the classroom, make sure that your cell phone is put away somewhere safe and placed on silent. Do not be the one who everyone looks at when an annoying cell phone goes off in the middle of the lecture. Surely your social life can be placed on-hold for 75 minutes twice a week! I should NOT see anyone texting, checking texts or emails, playing games on their phone / computer / tablet, etc. during class time as well.

Recording My Classroom Lectures & Taking Screenshots

Though I just stated above that I really should not see you using your cell phones during class, there are a couple of exceptions to this rule. 

1) I do not care if you wish to audio record my lectures during class. I may be speaking too quickly for you to best comprehend what I am saying during the lecture. Thus, having my lecture recorded as an audio file may help you go back and “fill-in” missing pieces of the lectures. So, if this helps you, you have my permission to record my lectures. I do not need to know that you wish to do so in advance. But if choose to let me know, that is fine. 

2) The other exception for having your cell phone out during class is to take a screenshot of the various PowerPoint slides that appear on the classroom’s projection screen. Sometimes it is easier to have the information that appears on the screen available later as you compile your notes and begin to study for the quizzes.

I DO NOT usually post to Canvas the entire PowerPoint presentation. There may be some exceptions to this – such as posting just a handful of selected slides. If this happens, I will let you know accordingly.

Reading the Textbook Material

The textbook was selected because of its affordability (it was FREE) and the fact that it was available in an electronic format (E-book). If an E-book does not work well for you, then there are other options available. Talk to me or read the material earlier in this syllabus under Textbook or read the information under Textbook Information posted on Canvas. YOU are responsible for reading the material being assigned from the textbook according to the schedule at the end of this syllabus and in the separately posted schedule-at-a-glance. If the reading schedule should change for some reason I will inform you accordingly. 

Please DO NOT put things off. Get ahead and STAY ahead! Please remember that there is a quiz for each and every lecture. Some quizzes are over one chapter while others cover two or portions of multiple chapters.



General Overview of the Modules

I have set the course to open in Canvas as the Home Page. On the left-hand side of the screen, you will see several tabs starting with the Home Page labeled as Home. The next item in the list is Announcements, followed by Course Materials (where the electronic textbook is located), followed by People (this displays the names of all students enrolled in the course), and finally Grades (where you can see your grades in the course). It is under Modules where almost everything you will need for the course is located – except the textbook. You access the Modules by clicking on the tab marked Modules on the left side of the screen. You will then see the individual Modules (listed in order from top to bottom).

In each Module you will find the Lecture Outline and the Quiz for that module / lecture. Each module then serves as a kind of a “one-stop” shopping place. There are even modules labeled for the TWO Essay Writing Assignments, the Mid-Term Examination, the Final Examination, and the Primary Source Assignment.

PLEASE NOTE: I have labeled the Modules (and thus, the Lectures) to more or less match the chapters of the textbook. SEE the schedule at the end of this document and posted separately on Canvas. That should help you stay “on track” in terms of where we are in the course as we move from early January to late April.

Lecture Outlines

In terms of the lecture outlines, I would suggest that you find these on Canvas (within the individual modules) and download them or print them out for use in the classroom. You do however what works best for you. The lecture outlines contain just what that term entails – an outline of what the lecture will be about. These lecture outlines are invaluable in that they contain correctly spelled names, terms, and dates. The dates are there for reference only. I DO NOT require you to memorize dates and or, even numbers. Thus, there should be no need to go searching the Internet to find out how something is spelled, etc. I have done that for you within the lecture outlines.

However, I would NOT suggest attending class and just sitting here listening to my lecture. The worst-case scenario is to NOT have any or, even a few notes – either in printed form or downloaded available to you when you attempt to take the individual quizzes. The time allotted for you to complete the quizzes (more on this later) will NOT allow you the time to look things up within the online textbook or, from anywhere else for that matter. Period! You need something to go off of, aka - to work from.

You need to pay close attention to what the lecture outlines contain as questions on the quizzes will come from ONLY the material contained on the lecture outlines. This does not mean that there will NOT be any questions coming from the textbook material – there will be. This means that unless it is specifically listed on the lecture outline, you will not see any quiz questions over that material. I will never search through the textbook looking for something obscure just to place it on a quiz to “trip you up” so to speak. Thus, anything on the lecture outlines is “fair game” when it comes to quiz questions. If a famous name is listed on a lecture outline, then there may be a quiz question asking why this person is significant? Who they were and what makes them important to US history, etc.? Things along that line.

You will need to think in terms of “why is that event important or significant,” or “why is that person important or significant.” 
I will NEVER ask a question that asks you to remember a specific date (like when did the Battle of Gettysburg begin – it was July 1, 1863, by the way) or any type of number (like how many Union troops were counted as casualties at Gettysburg – it was a little over 23,000). It is NOT about memorizing those bits of trivia information. It is about why is that event important? Or, what resulted from that event happening? Or, what was the cause and effect of that event occurring? I am more interested in you knowing why the Battle of Gettysburg is important and not all the pertinent little details about it? It could also be why is that individual significant? Or, what makes them important to US History?

NOTE - if you are one who has trouble understanding what to take notes on, please see me as soon as possible in the first few days of the semester or feel free to consult the Learning Center (their contact information is towards the end of this document). If you hear me say repeat something in class for the second time, then you should be writing that down at that point. If I repeat it for a third time or, even a fourth time, then it is important and you should have written it down or be writing it down at that point. As you prepare for the quizzes go back and focus on the lecture outlines AND the NOTES that you added. 

These will serve as your STUDY GUIDE. Therefore, if you have nothing or, very little down, then it will be harder to do well on the quizzes.

Quizzes

There will be TEN (10) lecture quizzes (ONE per lecture) available for you to take via Canvas throughout the course of this semester. These will OPEN UP at a certain date and time (see tentative schedule at the end of this syllabus and posted separately under schedule-at-a-glance). They are DUE for possible full credit by another date and time (also posted at the end of the syllabus and separately under schedule-at-a-glance). Please check the schedule to see when these quizzes open and then are due. If the schedule should change, I will let everyone know via email, an announcement, and in-class. 

Each quiz will consist of 20 multiple-choice questions and will be worth a total of 20 points - 1 point per question. Since there are ten (10) quizzes (one per lecture) for the semester, this totals a possible 200 points towards your overall course grade. 

There are NO study guides available for the quizzes. The Lecture Outlines themselves will serve for that purpose. You need to scan down through the lecture outline and note the names, terms, etc. These are all items that could be used for the quiz questions. Keep that in mind. In some cases, the lecture outlines are full of detailed information.

The quizzes will be taken by you on your own time and on your own computer. You can even take them away from campus (at home, visiting a friend over a weekend, etc.) I would NOT attempt to take the quizzes via Canvas with your smartphone however. It does not work very well and may cause you more trouble than it is worth. A laptop or desktop will work much better with the interface. With that said, please inform me ASAP of any problems with any attempted quiz. DO NOT wait a few days or weeks and then tell me “Oh yeah, I had trouble accessing Quiz 3 several weeks ago” etc.) Tell me as soon as something happens. I may not accept a long-overdue problem as an acceptable excuse.


Make sure that you have a decent and stable Internet connection. Perhaps one room of your apartment or a certain area of your residence hall room has a stronger signal than somewhere else. That is where you need to be. If the Internet goes down while in the attempt of a quiz, it may immediately shut down whether you are finished or not. If this happens, send me an email right away (not two or three days later) and let me know exactly what happened. I am the only one that can do anything to rectify this situation. In many cases, I must go into Canvas and allow for another attempt. You probably will NOT be able to pick up where you might have left off, however. You will have to start all over. But do let me know ASAP.

You will not have much time to look things up (anywhere) when you sit down to take the quizzes. There just will not be enough time to do this. Once you start the quiz, the timer (you only have 20 minutes – more on that in a minute) begins ticking down. So, you need to be prepared. Study ahead of time and be ready when taking the quiz. I would suggest that you NOT take a quiz until at least spending some studying for it. Many times, students get in a hurry and take the quiz immediately after it opens. Sometimes they score well and sometimes they do not – a lot depends on how well they were prepared for the quiz. Also, do not go into a quiz in a hurry. Do not start a quiz 5 minutes before its deadline – (in most cases, 11:59 PM on certain dates). You will probably finish beyond the deadline and then it shows up as being submitted LATE. It will let you finish the quiz, but will flag it as being submitted late. As with many things in this class – it is about time management. Figure out what works best for your schedule. Know when something is due (such as a quiz) and then plan accordingly. Remembering that a quiz is due for possible full credit by 11:59 PM on a certain evening is YOUR responsibility.

To take a quiz, simply CLICK on the appropriate module quiz located in the suitable module on Canvas. Keep in mind that the module quiz may not be available yet, and thus, it will not appear until it is OPEN. If the module quiz is available, you can then click on it. The module quiz will then OPEN. You will then see a set of instructions and directions for each module quiz. Nothing happens until you click on BEGIN. Once you click BEGIN, the questions immediately show up and the timer begins counting down. 

The time allowed to complete any quiz will be 20 minutes (and this is not negotiable). Twenty (20) minutes to scroll through and answer 20 questions is exactly 1 minute per question. Some questions may take you less time to answer than others and some may take longer to answer. If you seem to be running out of time after taking a few of the quizzes, then perhaps, you are not as prepared as you should be. Then you need to talk with me about what is going on. I can sometimes assist in helping students figure out a better way to study for the quizzes. If you are prepared in terms of having the lecture outline filled in with your class notes, then there should be NO reason for not completing the quiz in the allotted time. It is very doable. 

There are NO multiple attempts for the quizzes. It is one and done situation. So, be prepared the first time and do well. If you do well, recall how you prepared for the quiz. Try then to repeat that pattern for each quiz thereafter. Remember that if something happens (such as the Internet goes out while taking a quiz and you do not get to finish), let me know ASAP. Do not wait until a few days or even a week or two goes by to tell me of these things happening. I can allow for a retake (you cannot pick up where you left off and finish). But I am the only one that can reset any attempt at a quiz. But I must know so that this can happen.

You will NOT be able to see what questions you missed once you finish a quiz. The answers are hidden to prevent you from sharing that information with your peers. If you must absolutely know what a correct answer was, contact me via email or through the message center in Canvas and ask.

There is a way to SPLIT your computer screen between your lecture notes and the Canvas Quiz. If you do not know how this works, here is a quick tutorial. Open both your lecture notes and then go into Canvas and click on the quiz. DO NOT click where it says “BEGIN,” but have it open. Then press the WINDOWS key and the LEFT and RIGHT arrows all simultaneously. That should work and thus, you will be able to look at your notes on your computer and take the quiz through Canvas. You may in fact know of another way to do this and if so, then use that method. I am unsure how this works if you own or use an iMac or other Apple Computer. 

The quizzes are set to OPEN once I am finished with the lecture material. See the schedule at the end of this syllabus and or in the separate schedule-at-a-glance to see when the quizzes OPEN and when they are DUE by for full possible credit. 

Make sure you check this frequently so that you are not surprised and miss out on taking a quiz for possible full point value. The general rule is – if I finish a lecture on Tuesday, then the quiz OPENS that day at 5:00 PM and remains available for full point value until the deadline of 11:59 PM by the following Monday. I try to allow you about 6 ½ days to complete each quiz. A quiz opening on a Thursday after class would be due by 11:59 PM the following Wednesday. The schedule may change depending on holidays and or, days off. So, be sure to look the schedule over carefully and check the calendar posted on Canvas. Keep in mind that there might be times when one quiz is still open and another quiz opens in that same time frame. This may happen but usually infrequently. So, keep track.

If the schedule should change for any reason, this will be communicated to you via email, an announcement and of course, verbally announced in-class.

If you fail to take a quiz for full point value by its deadline, you may still take that particular quiz. However, your score will be reduced by 30% because it was taken / submitted past the posted deadline. You may take any missed quiz all the way up to 5:00 PM on Friday, May 1, 2026. That is the END of the semester. If you fail to complete a quiz on time, do not just forget about it and assume that is a “lost cause.” It is not. A few points for a late submitted quiz are always better than receiving a “0” on it.

Keep in mind that thirty percent (30%) of 20 points is 6 points. That means a quiz taken beyond its posted deadline, is only worth a total of 14 possible points and NOT 20 possible points. That is before deductions are made for any questions that are missed. The lowest score one could obtain on a quiz is 0 points - even with the 30% deduction. There will never be any negative scores recorded. Even if you complete a quiz one or two hours beyond the deadline, it is considered late and your total points will be reduced (by me) on Canvas.

If you need the services provided by the Adaptive Computer Technology Lab, then you will need to call the Adaptive Computer Technology Specialist in Robert Bell (RB 169) at 765-285-6124 and make an appointment.

Combined, the quizzes total 200 possible points (or 33.33%) of your overall course grade.




MID-TERM & FINAL EXAMINATIONS

There will also be a Mid-Term and a Final Examination administered in this course during this semester. 

The Mid-Term Examination will be administered in-class on February 26, 2026 and covers Lectures 1 – 5 ONLY. There is NO exception to this schedule. You need to be in-class on Thursday, February 26, 2026 to complete the Mid-Term Examination. It will NOT be available to complete online!

The Final Examination will be administered in-class on Tuesday, April 28, 2026 from 12:00 till 2:00 PM (NOTE that this is not the normal class time for this course) and covers Lectures 6 – 10 ONLY. It may not take you the full two hours to complete the final examination, but there is a two-hour window available for this purpose. The Final Examination will begin promptly at 12:00 PM. So, be sure to arrive on time. Like with the Mid-Term Examination, there is NO exception to this schedule. You need to be in-class on Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 12:00 PM to complete the Final Examination. It will NOT be available to complete online!

For BOTH the Mid-Term and Final Examinations, you will need to bring your laptop computer (or tablet) to class on February 26, 2026 and again on April 28, 2026 to complete the appropriate exam. NO cell phones as phones do not work well with the Canvas system.

I am NOT copying off paper copies for all to have one to complete. So, make sure your laptop or tablet is charged and ready to go. There will be a few paper copies available in case of a computer malfunction, etc. BUT I am not preparing 180 paper copies for everyone to have one.

Each examination (the Mid-Term and the Final) will consist SOLELY of multiple-choice questions (just like each of the quizzes). You will need to prepare for these examinations just like you do for each of the quizzes. Go back through your outlines and lecture notes and prepare in a similar fashion.

The Mid-Term Examination will consist of 50 multiple-choice questions each worth 1 point apiece. It will cover Lectures 1 – 5 ONLY.

The Final Examination will consist of 70 multiple-choice questions each worth 1 point apiece as well. It covers Lectures 6 – 10 ONLY. It is NOT comprehensive (there is nothing on the Final Examination from Lectures 1 – 5).

Some of the questions on both the Mid-Term and the Final Examinations may be the same ones that appeared on the individual quizzes for each lecture. And, some of them may not be the same ones.
On the days of the appropriate exam (mid-term and final), the exam will be set to open in Canvas at that exact time. Each will not be available to take any earlier or at any later time. If one is absent on either or, both days, then you need to contact me ASAP and submit a document stating why you are absent (emergency room visit, hospitalization, etc.). If you cannot contact me, then have someone do so on your behalf (if possible?). There will be make-up exams available but I will have to let you know when and where these will take place.

You may, of course, bring your notes to use during the exam. However, you have 50 questions on the mid-term to complete in 75 minutes and 70 questions on the final to complete in 120 minutes. That is roughly 1.5 minutes per question for the midterm and about 1.7 minutes per question for the final. That does NOT leave you a lot of time to look things up. Keep this in mind.

The Mid-Term Examination (50 possible points) is worth 8.33% of your overall course grade.

The Final Examination (70 possible points) is worth 11.66% of your overall course grade.

NOTE: If you do not own a laptop or, have access to one, you can check one out at Bracken Library (at the Information Desk) on a first-come, first-serve basis. During finals week, they may or, may not have one for you to check out and use. If you feel that this will not work for you, you will need to speak to me concerning this. 

[bookmark: _Hlk174367660]The Primary Source Assignment

There is also an exercise on interacting with primary sources. Instructions for completing this exercise are embedded in the module on Canvas titled The Primary Source Assignment. 

The Primary Source Assignment is worth a total of 
60 possible points (or 10%) towards your overall course grade.

[bookmark: _Hlk92472221]Essay Writing Assignments (TWO)

[bookmark: _Hlk80215375]Also required of you this semester is the submission of TWO Essay Writing Assignments. The FIRST Essay Writing Assignment will OPEN and be DUE near the mid-point of the semester and the SECOND Essay Writing Assignment will OPEN and be DUE closer to the end of the semester (see the schedule). Once each assignment is available, you will be able to access it, look over what is being asked of you, type out a response to ONE of the sets of questions, and then go back into Canvas and submit your response (either as a text entry or a file upload). Instructions and information on how to complete these assignments appear on Canvas under the separate modules titled Essay Writing Assignments. You are being asked to submit an answer to just ONE of the posted sets of questions. There is NO extra credit for doing more than one. The questions do contain several sub-questions and you will be required to answer ALL sub-questions in your responses. These questions are rather open-ended in nature. They require you to use your notes and the textbook material to answer them in an essay-type of format. They are NOT research-based questions. Detailed instructions on completing these two essay writing assignments is contained in the modules for both of them.

Combined, the Essay Writing Assignments are each worth a possible 50 points for a 
grand total of 100 points (or 16.66%) of your overall course grade.
[bookmark: _Hlk165646429]
No Generative AI Use

All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative AI should not be used to complete any portion of the assignment(s). Doing so constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
General Rules for Submitting Items Back into Canvas

If you do encounter any problem while trying to submit something to Canvas, please email me ASAP! You may also email or call the BSU Technology Helpdesk. Keep in mind that I probably will not be able to “fix” your problem if it is a technical issue. But after telling me what the issue is, I can provide further instruction which may or may not include informing you to contact the Technology Helpdesk. DO NOT just give up and then inform me later that there was some type of issue and you were unable to resolve it and thus, you need some leniency because the assignment submission is missing.

The History on the Internet Assignment should be submitted as Microsoft Word document with extensions of .doc or .docx unless otherwise indicated. The History on the Internet Assignment, unless otherwise indicated, should be submitted using the assignment link in the module. 

Course Content Outline and Format

HIST 201 is designed to emphasize key problems, turning points and recurring themes in American History from 1492 to 1876. In its official statement about Excellent Classroom Teaching of History the American Historical Association has written: a true examination of the past requires attention to a full range of human activities and institutions, including politics, society, culture, economy, intellectual trends, and international relations. Within this framework, several key themes will be stressed.

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

Student learning outcomes will be assessed based on the lecture quizzes, the TWO writing essays, the Primary Source Assignment, the Mid-Term Examination, and the Final Examination. These are intended to measure both historical knowledge and the cognitive transformations associated with UCC-21.  They also ask students to apply what they have learned about historical thinking and methodology in the course. 

WISER+ Designation & Rationale

HIST 201 carries one Wiser+ designation: American Institutions / History. HIST 201 focuses entirely upon American history for 100% of the course content.  Specifically, it examines political, diplomatic, economic, cultural, and sociological aspects of United States from 1492 to 1876. 
As such the American Institutions / History designation constitutes a continuous thread in HIST 201 and is associated with 100% of the course grade.
This classroom experience aims to help students obtain vital information about modern America, develop skills essential to life‑long learning and effective citizenship, challenge them to consider how values shape a person's understanding of the past and present, and enable them to transform these understandings into knowledge relevant to being an informed citizen
Studying history requires more than a simple compilation of facts. The interpretation and analysis of that information is essential to understanding the past. As they study American history, students develop the ability to think rigorously and to examine the values that shape their perspectives and the perspectives of others
American history is replete with conflicts and debates over how to address social, political, and cultural concerns, many of which are still with us today. A broad understanding of the American past and of the different experiences and perspectives that have always characterized American society and culture will enable them to comprehend and solve the common problems of living we now face as well as the challenges that will arise in the future, including racial, ethnic, and gender relations, the growth of a global economy, and the development of the American political and governmental system
Effective study of American history requires specific skills. It demands that students analyze and interpret information and communicate their conclusions clearly and persuasively. These abilities are all essential to lifelong learning. They also help them grasp and solve the common problems our society faces now and will face in the future
As students begin to examine the historical interpretations of scholars and other students, and to develop their own historical explanations, students realize that interpretations of the same facts can differ

Course Description

HIST 201, American History, 1492 – 1876 is a survey of the political, diplomatic, economic, cultural, and sociological forces and adjustments that have affected the history of Colonial America and the United States from around 1492 up to around 1876.

Rationale for Inclusion of HIST 201 in UCC-21

HIST 201 is part of the Humanities Domain of the University Core Curriculum – 21 or UCC-21. This course will further the UCC-21 goal of educating students so that they are historically literate. To achieve this goal, it will combine an emphasis on student acquisition of historical knowledge and an understanding of historical thinking and methodology. 

As a Tier 1 domain course, HIST 201 helps students situate contrasting perspectives upon human experiences within the development of a particular nation [Experience → Information (E→I)] and then recognize how discovery of change and continuity over time shapes and gives meaning to that information [Information → Knowledge (I→K)]. 

HIST 201 will also enable students to make the (E→I) transformation through a variety of learning strategies that include lectures, exercises revolving around the use of primary and secondary source materials, and writing assignments.  These pedagogies will help students explain:
the difference between a primary and secondary source
historical methodology—how historians use primary and secondary sources to establish historical facts and interpretations of historical events
historical thinking—how theories and context influence the ways historians think about historical episodes and construct their interpretations
the existence and interaction of the different fields of history—political, diplomatic, economic, social, and cultural history
the different approaches taken by historians as they reflect upon the experiences of the past



Students in HIST 201 will develop 2 of the 4 cognitive skills associated with the E→I transformation:
accurately observe (read) and reconstruct (write, speak) elements in the historical, philosophical, or literary realms to develop new ideas
describe or, explain diverse ways to experience historical, philosophical, literary, and linguistic works (e.g. primary and secondary sources)

HIST 201 further enables students to accomplish the (I→K) transformation through a variety of learning strategies that include lectures, exercises revolving around the use of primary and secondary source materials, and writing exercises.  These pedagogies will help students:
use historical methods to read primary and secondary sources
critically evaluate a wide array of primary source documents relevant to a particular historical event or development
analyze historical events and developments from multiple perspectives and identify factors that shaped those perspectives
identify trends in history

Students in HIST 201 will develop 3 of the 6 cognitive skills associated with the I→K transformation:
analyze data, events, styles, themes, and developments to reveal patterns of information or create new ones
integrate information from multiple sources to develop new knowledge and insights
communicate knowledge in written form and, where appropriate, orally, geographically, numerically, and symbolically
 
Course Objectives

This course uses lectures, primary source exercises, textbook readings, and writing exercises to meet the UCC-21 Tier 1 Humanities Domain Course requirements as articulated in the following course-specific learning objectives. The UCC-21 cognitive skills that are listed above will be met via these course objectives. 

After completing HIST 201, students will be able to:
identify and recognize the basic events, issues, ideas, and patterns necessary to the study of American history since 1877
recognize some of the key interpretations connected with modern American history
identify methods historians use to gather historical evidence
apply these methods to evaluate historical evidence and use them to support persuasive arguments
explain specific historical issues from a variety of perspectives
apply historical understanding to contemporary issues and events
explain their own ideas and interpretations of modern American history in organized, logical, persuasive fashion, both orally and in written form

History Department’s Student Learning Outcomes

Knowledge and comprehension of diverse peoples and cultures
Ability to communicate knowledge, information, and conclusions
Ability to acquire and critically evaluate information facilitating discernment of patterns, nuance, and context amidst complexity 

University Statement

We (Ball State University) are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

Disability Statement

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. 

Accessibility & Accommodations Statement

We (Ball State University) are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

If you have any emergency medical information to share with me, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. All information is kept in the strictest confidence. Please be aware of that.

If you need the services provided by the Adaptive Computer Technology Lab, then you will need to call the Adaptive Computer Technology Specialist in Robert Bell (RB 169) at 765-285-6124 and make an appointment.

Diversity Statement

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community are welcome through our practice of valuing the various experiences and world views of those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as evident in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response information, go to http://cms.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter/bias-incident-reporting or email mc2@bsu.edu

Academic Dishonesty 

Academic dishonesty in any form will NOT be tolerated. On this important subject Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy is clear and to the point: Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the University community. Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated, for it threatens the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity.

Students should familiarize themselves with the university’s academic ethics policies at www.bsu.edu/sa/article/0,,5331--,00.html 

Plagiarism will result in a grade of 0 points for the assignment in which the violation occurs. For example, if an exam is worth 150 points, the student will receive a grade of 0/150.  “Any violation of proper academic conduct will result in university-specified penalties. Any violation of proper academic conduct will result in university-specified penalties. Some sample violations from section 7.2.1 and 7.2.2 of that code, which will lead to punishments ranging from failure in the course to expulsion from the university, include: “a.  Possessing, referring to, or employing open textbooks or notes or other devices not authorized by the faculty member; b.  Copying from another person's paper; c.  Communication with aiding, or receiving assistance from another person in a manner not authorized by the faculty member; d.  Possessing, buying, selling, obtaining, giving, or using a copy of any unauthorized materials intended to be used as or in the preparation of a quiz or examination or similar evaluation; e.  Taking a quiz or examination or similar evaluation in the place of another person; f.  Utilizing another person to take a quiz, examination, or similar evaluation in place of oneself; g.  Changing material on a graded examination and then requesting a re-grading of the examination; h.  Cooperating with someone else on a quiz, examination, or similar evaluation without the prior consent of the faculty member. 

7.2.2 Plagiarism or violations of procedures prescribed to protect the integrity of an assignment, such as: a.  Submitting an assignment purporting to be the student's original work which has been wholly or partly created by another person; b.  Presenting as one's own work, ideas, representations, or words of another person without customary and proper acknowledgment of courses; c.  Submitting as newly executed work, without faculty member's prior knowledge and consent, one's own work which has been previously presented for another class at Ball State University or elsewhere; d.  Knowingly permitting one's work to be submitted by another person as if it were the submitter's original work.” 

Student Academic Ethics Policy

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, Study Pool, One Class, etc.). 
Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
Soliciting others to complete work for you.

Freedom of Expression 

In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.

Title IX

[bookmark: _Hlk216121209]Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.
The Learning & Writing Centers

The Learning Center (North Quad - NQ 350) offers help for ANY writing task, and for general study strategies such as time management, test taking, and note taking. Go online to make an appointment: https://www.bsu.edu/learning

The Writing Center at Ball State University is where students, faculty, and staff turn for writing support. Since 1959, we have helped thousands of Ball State writers through feedback sessions, workshops, presentations, writing communities, studio space, and online resources for writers. 

The Writing Center offers workshops and presentations upon request for specific classes, degree programs, residence halls, faculty members, or student groups. Additionally, we host weekly writing communities for creative writers, graduate students, and faculty who want time to share writing or to get writing done. 

When we are not open or when you are not on campus, you can still use our writing resources and connect with us on social media: Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

The Writing Center is in Bracken Library. You can schedule an appointment by going to their site at: 

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/writingcenter

The link below is a short video about the Writing Center:

https://www.bsu.edu/academics/centersandinstitutes/writingcenter/about

The Speaking Center  

The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  

The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.

FERPA and Privacy

As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State’s FERPA and Privacy and Protection. 

Class Cancellation Policy

There is always the chance that classes may be cancelled because of various issues – especially during the second half of the fall semester as snow and ice are a possibility on the roadways by then. Thus, you will need to pay attention to the Ball State University announcements concerning this. Also listen to the local radio and TV stations [radio – WBST (92.1), WLBC (104.1 FM), WERK (104.9 FM), MAX (93.5), television – WRTV (6), WISH (8), and WTHR (13) for notices and updates. You may also want to sign up for Ball State’s emergency text message system – if you do not already subscribe.  To subscribe simply go to www.bsu.edu/emergencyalert and sign up. 

DO NOT assume that since they are calling for inclement weather, that the university will be cancelling any or ALL its classes. Sometimes classes are cancelled for the evening ONLY. In that case, this does not apply to this class. You also must take some responsibility and use some common sense. If you are a commuter student and live several miles away and know for a fact that the weather may be treacherous going home then do not attempt to stay around for class – head home ASAP earlier in the day.

I am a commuter also. I live in Ohio. Thus, I too may have difficulty getting here or getting home. If we miss class because of my inability to get here or the cancellation of classes by BSU, then we will adjust the schedule and move forward accordingly. I will send an email and let everyone know of the problem(s) and possible solutions. So, check your emails accordingly. 

*NEVER place attending class above your own safety. If you feel that missing class is the best situation for you because of the weather then stay home or go home early. DO NOT put your safety in jeopardy because of attending class. We can work out situations, etc. Please let me know of your decision, however, when you can safely do so. DO NOT try to email me or, text me while driving. It is NOT that important that it cannot wait.


Assessment (Grades)

Your overall course grade will be determined based on total cumulative points (I DO NOT calculate final grades based on percentages). At the conclusion of the semester, I will add up your point totals from each of the following areas (Attendance, Quizzes, the TWO Essay Writing Assignments, the Primary Source Assignment, the Mid-Term Examination, and the Final Examination) and assign a FINAL letter grade based on the numerical grading scale shown below. The maximum number of points possible in this course is 600 and is broken down as follows:

Attendance Points (4 points per day x 30 days)						120 points
Quizzes (10 quizzes @ 20 points each) 								200 points
Essay Writing Assignments (2 @ 50 points each)						100 points	
Mid-Term Examination (50 questions x 1 point each)					 50 points
Covering Lectures 1 – 5 ONLY
Final Examination (70 questions x 1 point each)						 70 points	
	Covering Lectures 6 – 10 ONLY				
Primary Source Assignment	                  								 60 points
			
Total																600 points

Numerical Grading Scale

	600 – 564 A			563 – 540 A-			539 – 522 B+			521 – 498 B
	497 – 480 B-			479 – 462 C+			461 – 438 C			437 – 420 C-
	419 – 402 D+			401 – 378 D			377 – 360 D-			359 – 0 F

EXAMPLE: For one to receive an A- you would need to have at least 540 points (out of 600 possible) since 90% of 600 is 540 (see percentage scale below).

Your final course grade will depend on the number of points that you accumulate throughout the course of the semester. I do not assign grades based on a percentage scale.

Percentage Grading Scale

	100 – 94% A			93 – 90% A-			89 – 87% B+			86 – 83% B
  	  82 – 80% B-			79 – 77% C+			76 – 73% C			72 – 70% C-
   	  69 – 67% D+		66 – 63% D			62 – 60% D-			59 – 0% F







[bookmark: _Hlk173420424][bookmark: _Hlk173416046][bookmark: _Hlk173164388][bookmark: _Hlk489475213][bookmark: _Hlk490489138]
HIST 201 – Course Schedule-at-a-Glance

** PLEASE NOTE: The course schedule is always subject to CHANGE! ** Changes and or, deviations in this schedule will be communicated to you via email, a Canvas announcement, and also verbally in-class.

Please pay attention to what sections from the chapters are being assigned. In some cases, NOT every section of each chapter is being assigned.

To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class community, the course schedule may shift over the semester. The most current version of the schedule will always be available on Canvas. I encourage you to check Canvas regularly for updates and contact me if you have any questions.

WEEK 1

Jan 6		Introduction to the Course

[bookmark: _Hlk173415492]Jan 8		LECTURE 1 – THE CLASH of CIVILIZATIONS 
READ pages 1 – 18 (entire chapter) of Chapter 1 in Introduction to American History, Volume 1.

[bookmark: _Hlk171349772][bookmark: _Hlk173168035]WEEK 2

[bookmark: _Hlk173159476][bookmark: _Hlk173159015]Jan 13		Lecture 1 continued / LECTURE 2 - FOUNDING THE COLONIES OF NORTH AMERICA 
READ pages 25 – 54 (entire chapter) of Chapter 2 in Introduction to American History, Volume 1. 

*Quiz 1 covering Lecture 1 OPENS at 5:00 PM on Tuesday, January 13, 2026 and is DUE by 11:59 PM on
Tuesday, January 20, 2026. NOTE: Quiz 1’s deadline has been extended due to the Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Holiday.

Jan 15		Lecture 2 continued.

WEEK 3

[bookmark: _Hlk171702749]Jan 20			Lecture 2 continued.
[bookmark: _Hlk173503891]
*Quiz 2 covering Lecture 2 OPENS at 5:00 PM on Tuesday, January 20, 2026 and is DUE by 11:59 PM on
[bookmark: _Hlk174207977]Wednesday, January 21, 2026. NOTE: Quiz 2’s deadline has been extended so that it does not overlap
with the deadline for Quiz 1. 

[bookmark: _Hlk205302685]Jan 22		LECTURE 3 – COLONIAL SOCIAL STRUCTURE AND ADMINISTRATION & POLITICS
READ pages 65 (starting w/ Section 3.1d) – 79 (end of chapter) of Chapter 3; AND pages 87 – 100
(entire chapter) of Chapter 4 in Introduction to American History, Volume 1.

WEEK 4

Jan 27 & 29	Lecture 3 continued. 
[bookmark: _Hlk173504445]


WEEK 5

Feb 3		Lecture 3 continued / LECTURE 4 – REVOLUTION AND INDEPENDENCE
READ pages 109 – 143 (entire chapter) of Chapter 5 in Introduction to American History, Volume 1.

*Quiz 3 covering Lecture 3 OPENS at 5:00 PM on Tuesday, February 3, 2026 and is DUE by 11:59 PM on Monday, February 9, 2026. 

*Essay Assignment #1 OPENS at 5:00 PM on Tuesday, February 3, 2026 and is DUE by 11:59 PM on
Friday, February 20, 2026.

Feb 5		Lecture 4 continued.

WEEK 6

Feb 10 & 12	Lecture 4 continued. 

*Quiz 4 covering Lecture 4 OPENS at 5:00 PM on Thursday, February 12, 2026 and is DUE by 11:59 PM
on Wednesday, February 18, 2026. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
WEEK 7
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Feb 17 		LECTURE 5 – ESTABLISHING THE REPUBLIC, 1781 – 1800
READ pages 153 – 185 (entire chapter) of Chapter 6 in Introduction to American History, Volume 1.	 
[bookmark: _Hlk171431780]
Feb 19		Lecture 5 continued.

Feb 20		*Essay Assignment #1 is DUE by 11:59 PM on Friday, February 20, 2026.

WEEK 8

Feb 24		Lecture 5 continued. 		

*Quiz 5 covering Lecture 5 OPENS at 5:00 PM on Tuesday, February 24, 2026 and is DUE by
11:59 PM on Monday, March 9, 2026. NOTE: Quiz 5’s deadline has been extended due to Spring
Break.

[bookmark: _Hlk216126077]Feb 26		MID-TERM EXAMINATION (Covering Lectures 1 – 5), in-class ONLY. You must be present in-class with
a working laptop, tablet, etc. and be ready to complete the Mid-Term in class.

WEEK 9

Mar 3 & 5 	NO CLASS – Spring Break.

WEEK 10

Mar 10 		LECTURE 6 – THE JEFFERSONIAN REPUBLIC, 1800 – 1824
READ pages 221 – 253 (entire chapter) of Chapter 8 in Introduction to American History, Volume 1.


*PLEASE NOTE: I am SKIPPING Chapter 7 in Introduction to American History, Volume 1.

Mar 12		Lecture 6 continued.

WEEK 11
Mar 17		Lecture 6 continued.

Mar 19		Lecture 6 continued / LECTURE 7 – THE GROWTH OF DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT, 1824 – 1844
READ pages 263 – 287 (entire chapter) of Chapter 9 in Introduction to American History, Volume 1.

*Quiz 6 covering Lecture 6 OPENS at 5:00 PM on Thursday, March 19, 2026 and is DUE by 11:59 PM on
Wednesday, March 25, 2026.
[bookmark: _Hlk171869108]
WEEK 12

Mar 24		Lecture 7 continued.

Mar 26		Lecture 7 continued / LECTURE 8 – AMERICAN CULTURE COMES OF AGE and WESTWARD EXPANSION 
READ pages 298 (starting with Section 10.2) – 306 (to the end of Section 10.i); and pages 315 (starting
with Section 10.6) – 317 (end of Section 10.6b) of Chapter 10; AND pages 327 - 344 (to the end of
[bookmark: _Hlk205543539]Section 11.2j) of Chapter 11 in Introduction to American History, Volume 1.

*Quiz 7 covering Lecture 7 OPENS at 5:00 PM on Thursday, March 26, 2026 and is DUE by 11:59 PM on
Wednesday, April 1, 2026.

WEEK 13

Mar 31             Lecture 8 continued. 

Apr 2		Lecture 8 continued. 

*Quiz 8 covering Lecture 8 OPENS at 5:00 PM on Thursday, April 2, 2026 and is DUE by 11:59 PM on
Wednesday, April 8, 2026.

Apr 3		*Primary Source Assignment is DUE by 11:59 PM on Friday, April 3, 2026.

WEEK 14

[bookmark: _Hlk213184748]Apr 7 		LECTURE 9 - THE NATION AT MID-CENTURY and THE SECTIONAL CRISIS, 1848 – 1861
READ pages 353 (starting with Section 12.1) – 357 (end of Section 12.2a); pages 359 – 360 (Section 
12.d); pages 367 – 369 (Sections 12.4a and 12.4b); pages 372 – 375 (Sections 12.4f, 12.4g, and Section
12.5) of Chapter 12; AND pages 383 – 415 (entire chapter) of Chapter 13 in Introduction to American
History, Volume 1.

Apr 9		Lecture 9 continued.




WEEK 15

Apr 14		Lecture 9 continued. 

*Quiz 9 covering Lecture 9 OPENS at 5:00 PM on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 and is DUE by 11:59 PM on
Monday, April 20, 2026.

*Essay Writing Assignment #2 OPENS at 5:00 PM on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 and is DUE by 11:59 PM
on Monday, April 27, 2026. NOTE that this date marks the END of Spring Semester classes.

Apr 16		LECTURE 10 – CIVIL WAR, 1861 – 1865
READ pages 423 – 460 (entire chapter) of Chapter 14 in Introduction to American History, Volume 1.

[bookmark: _Hlk171869904]WEEK 16

[bookmark: _Hlk171881382]Apr 21 & 23 	Lecture 10 continued.

*Quiz 10 covering Lecture 10 OPENS at 5:00 PM on Thursday, April 23, 2026 and is DUE by 11:59 PM
on Monday, April 27, 2026. 

[bookmark: _Hlk171873136]WEEK 17

Apr 27		*Essay Writing Assignment #2 is DUE by 11:59 PM. NOTE that this marks the END of Spring semester
classes.

Apr 28		FINAL EXAMINATION (Covering Lectures 6 – 10), in-class ONLY. You must be present in-class with
a working laptop, tablet, etc. and be ready to complete the Final Exam in class.

May 1		FINAL DEADLINE to complete anything missing or, outstanding is 5:00 PM [Eastern Time] on Friday,
May 1, 2026. NOTE the deadline is 5:00 PM [Eastern Time] and NOT 11:59 PM.

ALL quizzes and assignments remain OPEN (once they open on Canvas) for the duration of the term. However, point deductions (30%) will be made for any late submissions unless a documented excuse is presented to me in a timely manner. It is YOUR responsibility to keep track of what you have submitted and NOT submitted. I will NOT be sending any reminders out to let you know of missing work
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