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THEAT 434: Immersion: Senior Cabaret
Tuesday and Thursday from 3:30-6pm (Oakwood)	
					
Course Objectives: 
1.) To further and deepen the students knowledge in the area of song interpretation.
2.) To expand the knowledge students have regarding the repertoire of Lerner/Loewe/Flaherty/Ahrens along with other composers and lyricists.
3.) To expand the students creative imagination
4.) To make the student more aware of their singing technique and the relationship it has to their acting technique.
5.) To allow the students to fully integrate their musical skills and expertise in the area of song performance
6.) To contribute rather than complain.
7.) To let go of people pleasing, instructor pleasing, and actor-ego pleasing in favor of the courage of trusting the moment.

Texts: All students will be required to obtain and read the musical librettos for all solo and/or scene work.

Attendance Policy: It is our goal that everyone will WANT to be in class and that attendance will never become an issue.  Please note that the participation portion of your grade will be directly linked to your presence in class.  Your growth and grade in this course will be severely hindered if you have an “absence problem.”  

Excused absences will only be accepted in the case of an illness with doctor’s note, religious holiday, and death in the family.  Auditions must obtain an excused absence form through Associate Chair Tyler Smith in the Main Theatre Office.  If this is not received, auditions are unexcused.  

AFTER TWO (2) UNEXCUSED ABSENCES STUDENTS WILL BE ASKED TO DROP THE COURSE AND THEN WILL RECEIVE AN “F” FOR THEIR FINAL GRADE.  If you are forced to miss class for any reason, please call the main office and have them put a note in my mailbox.  This phone call should occur prior to class and not after class. Please make it a point to miss class in extreme emergency situations only.  Students who come to class after attendance has been taken will be marked as absent….no exceptions.

Assignment Work: Grading will be based on the following four categories each of which will be weighted as 1/4 of the final course grade:

1.) Participation/Growth: This is a laboratory class therefore EVERYTHING you do in this class is reflected in your grade.  Your attendance and the quality of the work you do in class will be the basis of this portion of your overall course grade. The improvements and growth you exhibit throughout the course will also be part of this grade. Also, your feedback and productive comments to your fellow classmates are equally important.  
2.) Weekly assignments that will always be assigned the week before you are to perform. Tuesdays will be designated as accompanist work times and/or rehearsals while Thursdays are final performances. Weekly assignments may also include written work as needed.     
3.) In class preparation:  This includes solos/duets/trios, research, musical accompaniment, music preparation, memorization, and creativity. 
4.) Attendance at all classes and during Final’s Week.

Grading Scale: Grading scale will be as listed below:

A (100-93)	B+ (89-88)	C+ (79-78)	D+ (72-71)	F (65 and below)		
A- (92-90)	B (87-83)	C  (77-75)	D (70-68)							B- (82-80)	C- (74-73)	D- (67-66)	

Performances: Please note that the performance opportunities for this class happen on two occasions: First, In Indianapolis at The Cabaret on Friday and Saturday, January 16 and 17 and second, in NYC at Joe’s Pub on Wednesday, March 4 (tentative). Rehearsals will take place January 11-16 and in NYC on Monday, March 3 and/or Wednesday, March 5 and are required for students to take part in EITHER performance opportunity. Further, performances are neither GUARANTEED nor needed to fulfill the graduation requirement. Finally, students are expected to let the faculty know before the class starts if they intend to NOT participate in either performance opportunity. Alterations to this timing will only be made at the discretion of all four teachers in the class.  

Academic Dishonesty:  Any form of academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism, violation of a fellow student’s work and collusion will not be tolerated and will result in automatic failure of the course, in addition to other disciplinary action by the University.

Music/Scene Preparation:  All music must be in a three-ring binder in plastic sheets.  Failure to adhere to this policy will result in students “failing” class for the day and not being allowed to perform.  Further, students are expected to have all music and dialogue learned prior to the class in which they will be performing.

Disability and Other Accommodations: If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact Disability Services as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Minimum Grade Policy: The lowest acceptable grade in a course for credit toward a major or minor in Theatre or Dance is C.  Any student receiving a C- or lower must retake the course in order to receive credit towards a major or minor in the department. 

Sexually Explicit / Violent Material in Performance Courses: If you’re teaching a performance course, be sure to include a clear statement that all difficult material and stage violence will be approached with the priority on clear communication of expectations and respect for students.




Weekly Schedule for Cabaret Class

Week 1 – First Song (Aug 25/27) 
Sing ANY song involving Lerner, Loewe, Flaherty, and/or Ahrens. The song should include any story or thought on “my biggest fear/challenge/concern/motivation entering my senior year”, “how I spent my summer vacation”, “what I am most excited about as I enter my senior year”, or “what I learned the most this summer”. These songs should not incorporate any other tunes and can have the story be told in any way they would like at any point or points in the song. For the purposes of time, I have assigned you all either Michael or Johnna to rehearse with on Tuesday, August 25th from 3:30-6. Johnna and Michael will set this exact schedule up with you at their discretion. we need to start RIGHT AT 3:30 to ensure we get through everyone. The lists are as follows:

Tuesday (Aug 25) – Meet with Michael or Johnna. Lists below: 

Johnna
Evan Alois
Isabella Jackson
Riley McNerney
Helen Miller
Maddux Morrison
Aidan Pace
Nina Porras
Sophia Sanders-Whiteley
Chris Smith
Sean Young

Michael 
Maria Garcés Vela
Fletcher Hooten
Alaina Houston
Em Kurtz
Brian Lombardi
Avery Nienhuis
Kianna Saunders
Hayden Stewart
Vivian Verhulst

Thursday (Aug 27) – Performances 


Week 2 – DUETS/TRIOS (Sep 1/3)
Students must choose at least two songs to mix together as an original duet. At least one song must be from one of the composers/lyricists. The songs should chronicle something that connects these two students together in some sort of silly, meaningful, comedic, sentimental, or interesting way. No rules except it must be a duet and it should refer back to the relationships at play. One group is a trio FYI. 
 
Tuesday (Sep 1) -- Meet with Michael (Michael accompanies ALL of the duets/trios)
 
Rafter 
Helen Miller/Alaina Houston
Aidan Pace/Avery Nienhuis
Maria Garcés Vela/Sophia Sanders-Whiteley
Evan Alois/Sean Young/Brian Lombardi
Kianna Saunders/ Nina Porras
Hayden Stewart/Riley McNerney
Vivian Verhulst/Isabella Jackson
Em Kurtz/Maddux Morrison
Chris Smith/Fletcher Hooten

Thursday (Sep 3) -- Performances and feedback  
 

Week 3 (Sep 8/10), Week 6 (Sep 29/Oct 1), and Week 10 (Oct 27/29) – GROUP ASSIGNMENT (Opener/Closer/Middle Number) 
This year, we will once again have three group numbers that will include an opener, closer, and a large “middle of the show” number. The only rules are that (1) Flaherty or Loewe music OR Ahrens or Lerner lyrics should make up at least 50% of whatever piece is created; (2) Additional songs can absolutely be added to the middle piece and the closer. The opener, however, should be all Flaherty/Loewe music; (3) The number (patter included) cannot be any longer than 4 minutes total. 

Group #1 -- Opener (Rafter) 
Isabella Jackson - Group Leader
Maria Garcés Vela
Maddux Morrison
Avery Nienhuis
Kianna Saunders
Hayden Stewart
 
Group #2 – Middle Number (Johnna)
Vivian Verhulst - Group Leader
Evan Alois
Riley McNerney
Helen Miller
Nina Porras
Sophia Sanders-Whiteley
Chris Smith
 
Group #3 – Closer (Aidan Clemenz/Em Kurtz? plays as needed) 
Sean Young - Group Leader
Fletcher Hooten
Brian Lombardi
Em Kurtz
Alaina Houston
Aidan Pace
 
Tuesday (Sep 8) – No Class (Work in Groups at Oakwood)

Thursday (Sep 10) – Work Sessions with groups (no Johnna or Michael) from 3:30-4:30pm, followed by work with Michael and Johnna from 4:30pm-5:30pm. Opener preliminary showing at 5:30pm (Michael is gone Week 6)

Tuesday (Sep 29) – – Work Sessions with closer/middle groups from 3:30-5:00pm followed by performances and feedback from 5:00pm-6:00pm. 
 
Thursday (Oct 1) – Prep for IU show (Johnna will help coach as Michael will be gone)

Tuesday (Oct 27) and Thursday (Oct 29) – TBD 


Week 4 – ROCK THE CABARET 

Students must choose at least two songs to mix together as an original piece. At least one song must be from one of the composers/lyricists. The second song must be from a NON-MT song that is from the rock/folk/pop/country genre. Songs can chronicle something that connects students together, talks about a particular person/event/pinnacle moment in some sort of silly, meaningful, comedic, sentimental, or interesting way. 

Tuesday (Sep 15) – Meet with Johnna for Week 5 assignment (Johnna accompanies ALL Week 4 pieces). 

Johnna 
Helen Miller/Sophia Sanders-Whiteley/Aidan Pace
Hayden Stewart/Evan Alois
Maria Garcés/Fletcher Hooten
Chris Smith/Maddux Morrison
Brian Lombardi/Riley McNerney
Kianna Saunders/Em Kurtz
Avery Nienhuis/Nina Porras
Alaina Houston/Isabella Jackson
Vivian Verhulst/Sean Young

Megan on campus!!!

Wednesday, September 16 & Thursday, September 17 – Individual Meetings with Megan

Thursday (Sep 17) – Performances (No Michael on campus) 


Week 5 – SOCIAL JUSTICE/WORLD VIEW/UNIVERSAL PROBLEM (Sep 22/24) 
Students will choose to do a performance that focuses on something that is extremely important to them from a worldview, social justice, or Universal problem standpoint that they think needs to be solved, addressed, or discussed. The only rules are that (1) Flaherty/Ahrens/Lerner/Loewe music should make up the majority of whatever piece is created; (2) Additional songs can absolutely be added that are not from those composers as long as they support the goal; (3) Students must let us know by Thursday, September 17 who they are singing with or if they are doing a solo. Accompaniment assignments will take place as we get closer.
 
Tuesday (Sep 22) – Rehearsals

Thursday (Sep 24) – Performances  


Week 7 – NO CLASSES for IU SHOW and FACULTY RETREAT (Oct 6/8)


Week 8 – NO ACCOMPANIST (Oct 13/15)
Students MUST either play an instrument, have someone else play for them IN THE CLASS, OR sing with no music (duets and trios allowed and encouraged). You must select at least one piece from the composers, but other pieces can be added as needed and as appropriate. Duos, trios, quartets, and other group numbers are encouraged.

Tuesday – (Oct 13) – NO CLASS - Fall Break

Thursday – (Oct 15) – Performances


Week 9 – INSPIRATION WEEK (Oct 20/22)
This week, students must tell us a story about a person, persons, place, or thing that has inspired them and has been instrumental and foundational as to who they are as a human being. The only requirement is that you must include one song from the class composers or lyricists. Other songs may be added if it helps to tell the story. Students may choose to pair up in duos or trios if they wish. The deadline to let me know if pairings happen is Tuesday, Sept 29. If students do pair up or create a duet/trio/quartet, the accompanists will be altered by Bill.  

Tuesday (Oct 20) – Rehearse pieces

Rafter
Evan Alois
Isabella Jackson
Riley McNerney
Helen Miller
Maddux Morrison
Aidan Pace
Nina Porras
Sophia Sanders-Whiteley
Chris Smith
Sean Young

Johnna 
Maria Garcés Vela
Fletcher Hooten
Alaina Houston
Em Kurtz
Brian Lombardi
Avery Nienhuis
Kianna Saunders
Hayden Stewart
Vivian Verhulst
Thursday (Oct 22) – Performances

Week 10 – REVISITS (Oct 27/29) and GROUP NUMBERS
Tuesday – (Oct 27) – Revisit anything you all would like with faculty member who originally played your piece

Thursday – (Oct 29) – Performances


Week 11 – Students Assign Songs (Nov 3/5)
Students will select a song for each of you from a composer or lyricist we are using that will need to be sung as part of a "stand alone" cabaret performance or a mash up. Each student or students are responsible for coming up with the idea that will be used to create the patter, determining stylistically how they want the song to be altered or changed in any way, and any musical arranging that needs to happen to create the best story-telling possibilities. Songs will be assigned to each student by Thursday, October 13 in class. Students will then work with faculty on Tuesday before performances on Thursday. Some students may be paired in duos, trios, or quartets. This will be determined by the faculty based on the selected songs. Accompanists will be assigned on October 13 as well.

Evan Alois selects for Em Kurtz
Maria Garcés Vela selects Alaina Houston
Fletcher Hooten selects for Chris Smith
Alaina Houston selects for Sophia Sanders-Whiteley
Isabella Jackson selects for Helen Miller
Em Kurtz selects for Brian Lombardi
Brian Lombardi selects for Vivian Verhulst
Riley McNerney selects for Aidan Pace
Helen Miller selects for Riley McNerney
Maddux Morrison selects for Kianna Saunders
Avery Nienhuis selects for Evan Alois
Aidan Pace selects for Nina Porras
Nina Porras selects for Fletcher Hooten
Sophia Sanders-Whiteley selects for Maddux Morrison
Kianna Saunders selects for Sean Young
Chris Smith selects for Hayden Stewart
Hayden Stewart selects for Maria Garcés Vela
Vivian Verhulst selects for Avery Nienhuis
Sean Young selects for Isabella Jackson
Tuesday – (Nov 3) – Rehearse with assigned teacher
Thursday – (Nov 5) – Performances
After class, students will be given until Friday, November 6 to submit their final votes for the cabaret.


Week 12 (Nov 10/12)

Tuesday (Nov 10) – Review selections made by class and sing through Opener/Closer 

Thursday (Nov 12) – Class Activity


Week 13 (Nov 17/19)

Tuesday (Nov 17) – TBD 

Thursday (Nov 19) – TBD


Week 14 (Nov 24/26)

Tuesday (Nov 24) – NO CLASS

Thursday (Nov 26) – THANKSGIVING


Week 15 (Dec 1/3)

Tuesday (Dec 1) – REVIEW MATERIAL

Thursday (Dec 3) – TBD

FINAL EXAM – Tuesday, December 8 from 8pm-10pm (After Holiday Party)


