PSYS 367    Introduction to Neuroscience
Course Syllabus; Fall, 2025
Catalog #15045 (Section 001): 
3 Credit Hours
(See Course Canvas Site for Meeting Days, Times, & Location)
Instructor:	John J. McCreary, Ph.D.
Email:		jjmccreary@bsu.edu 
Mailbox:	North Quad 104a
Phone:		(765)285-1700  
Office:	North Quad (NQ) 111
Office Hours: 	(See Course Canvas Site)	 
No appointment is necessary during scheduled hours listed in Canvas. However, most communication, questions or issues can be handled through email. I check my email regularly and guarantee you a response within 48 hours of your communication to me. I can also meet with you almost any day of the week outside of office hours. Whether to help you with coursework (e.g., preparing for exams, reviewing material you do not understand, etc.), or to help you with professional goals (e.g., discuss things like graduate school, getting involved in the department), or other considerations, questions, or concerns, I am always happy to help. Send me an email and I will set up a meeting for us, whether in my office, via Zoom, or otherwise.

Textbook: Pinel, J. (2021). Biopsychology (11th ed.).  REVEL format.  Boston:  Pearson Education, Inc. REVEL Invitation Link: https://console.pearson.com/enrollment/ihxb4q 

NOTE: This is the REVEL interactive e-text. You can choose to order a loose-leaf version of the textbook for an additional fee if you think a hard copy of the textbook would better suit your learning style. 
Prerequisites:  PSYS 100.  The course is not open to students who have credit in PSYS 468.


Course Description and Objectives
Catalog Description:  This course involves a biological systems approach to cognition and behavior. Emphasis will be on the biological aspects of the central nervous system leading to neuropsychological processes in the brain.
Course Description:  In PSYS 367 students will be introduced to the role that biology plays in relation to human behavior.  PSYS 367 uses course readings and class activities, along with an interactive website designed to enhance topics of study.  Instructor feedback on these assignments is used to help students keep track of their progress in understanding basic biological principles.  This course serves as a useful preparation for PSYS 468.
Course Rationale: The Department of Psychological Science believes that a basic understanding of the biology of behavior is a necessary component of the understanding of psychology.  In order to be able to thoroughly understand behavior, one must understand how the human nervous system functions.
Course Objectives: By the end of the course students who complete PSYS 367 will be able to do the following:
· Students will visualize biopsychology in terms of their everyday lives.
· Students will discover that behavior represents an interaction between an individual’s genetic makeup, experience, and current perception of the world.
· Students will examine the world of neuroanatomy.
· Students will review how research in the area of biopsychology is conducted.
· Students will trace how information is processed by studying sensory systems and perception theories.
· Students will schematize the development of the nervous system across the lifespan.
· Students will study investigate traumas including tumors, strokes, closed-head injuries, infections, neurotoxins, and genetic contributions to brain pathology
· Students will summarize the nervous system’s involvement in learning, hunger, sleep, sexual behavior, and addiction.
· Students will appraise the biological bases of mental illness.

In the pursuit of knowledge concerning causal influences on behavior, there is no area quite as active as the neurosciences.  Research activity in this area, spurred on by technological advances, is anticipated to continue growing at a remarkable rate.  It becomes obvious that, in order to be an educated individual living in today’s society, some understanding of biopsychology is desirable.  On a more applied note, neurological dysfunction is much more prevalent than many people would assume it to be.  For example, roughly sixty percent of all people who seek help from crisis centers exhibit clear signs of organic brain damage.

This course is not specifically geared to students majoring in psychology; it reflects a more general approach.  It is NOT assumed that you have any background in biology or related fields.  It is assumed that you will interact via questions so that any difficulties you may have with the material will be resolved.  Obviously, we can provide only the barest overview of biopsychological processes.  It is hoped that you will be stimulated to obtain more detailed information on topics that interest you.  One avenue for pursuing such interests is via coursework in PSYS 468 (Physiological Psychology).

Course Content, Format, and Bibliography: The course will be taught on-line using textbook readings, recorded mini-lecture videos, Internet resources, and CANVAS activities.  Materials include:

1. [image: PIC Description]On-line resources include a BSU network account for e-mail and CANVAS.
2. About the text: REVEL works best on Chrome or Firefox, but you can also download it on an app for your phone or tablet.
· You can also purchase the book directly from the publisher, from other online sources, or from the Ball State Bookstore (a link to the BSU Barnes and Noble Bookstore site is on the left-hand column on your course CANVAS site).
· If there is a delay in getting your textbook temporary 14-day access is an option available through the Pearson website. This is not designed to keep you from having to purchase the eText, it is only temporary in nature, but should give you time to get any purchasing issues resolved.)
· Keep in mind, all of your assignments, quizzes, and exams will be loaded (and completed and submitted) through the course Canvas site. The REVEL site is there to provide you with the book and auxiliary study and learning materials.
HOW WILL YOUR PERFORMANCE BE EVALUATED? The CANVAS site is broken up into “modules.”  The first module is titled “Watch This First!” and it includes a video that will help orient you to the class site, and offer some useful suggestions for how to be successful in online learning.

Everything you would need to study or want to find will be organized under the modules.  If you scroll down, you will see the module for Week 1.  There is a module for each week of the semester and Finals Week.  Each weekly module will outline objectives, activities, and assignments for that week.  Each module will also include all instructions for anything assigned for that particular week and a place to upload or submit all assigned materials for that week. 

[image: PIC Description]I use PowerPoint slides, online video demonstrations, activities, and lecture videos to supplement textbook materials. It is not possible to provide in-depth lectures on each topic associated with this course. Consequently, I will spend time on those topics that I believe are the most adaptable to lecture.  It must be stressed from the onset that it is your responsibility to read all assigned readings outside of class with the understanding that you may be tested on ANY materials, regardless if they are covered in lecture or not. You should expect that there will be materials that are not even introduced in lecture but will appear, nevertheless, on your exams.

•	Multiple-choice Assignments
•	Interactive Exercises
•	Exams

Multiple-choice Assignments: You will be expected to complete 10 multiple-choice assignments (each assignment is made up of 20 multiple choice questions and each assignment is worth 20 points).  Each assignment can be found in the module for the week it is assigned (if it is assigned on week 1, it will be in the module titled "Week 1").  You can submit your answers to an assignment through the site.  You may use notes or the textbook when completing assignments.

Interactive Exercises: Online courses require regular activities beyond multiple-choice testing.  You will complete 4 interactive exercises, and each one is worth 20 points.  For this class, the activities will be in the form of an exercise that requires you to watch a video, read an article, take a quiz, or engage in some interactive way.  Afterwards, you will respond to a set of questions.  I do expect you to add something relevant to the topic or to comment in a meaningful way.  An outline for what I consider to be quality responses is included in the instructions for each Interactive Exercise.
· Each exercise is ONLY AVAILABLE during the week it is assigned. You will not be able to access it in advance, and I will not grade late submissions.

Exams: You will be expected to complete 5 exams (each exam is made up of 40 multiple choice questions and each exam is worth 40 points).  Although any topic from the readings can potentially be tested by the exams, the assignments are meant to give you an idea of how to focus your study.  For each exam, you are allowed up to 1 hour to complete the test.  You have to have a solid familiarity with the course information, as the time limit does not allow you time to search through notes for each item. All Exams are open-book, open-note, but NOT open-friend. You may use the PowerPoints, your notes, the text, and other resources, but it is expected that YOU are the one taking your exam WITHOUT assistance from someone else.

Exams (cont’d):
· STUDY GUIDES for each Exam: In each module that contains an exam, there is a page labeled “Exam Study tips” that offers information on how to focus your study on topics that will be covered in each exam.  There is also a specific study guide for each exam that will help you focus your preparation for the test.
· For Exams (and quizzes, for that matter), you cannot save your work and return to it later, so it is very important that you choose to work in a place where you have consistent, reliable internet, and that you allow yourself ample time to complete your work.

Attendance & Participation (Points Vary). Each absence affects your attendance grade. To make this course beneficial to all students, all individuals are expected to conduct themselves with professional decorum when discussing topics in the classroom or making comments via the course website.  At all times, your discussions should be at the level of professionalism you would display in a typical workplace.
There is a lot of information that will be given during class time that is not in the book; therefore, it can be difficult to miss a class. All course assignments and exams are designed with the expectation of regular attendance in mind; however, extenuating circumstances will be taken into consideration.

Grading: Course grades will be based on the percent of points possible earned through the assignments. Generally, the grades will be as follows:

	Grading Scale
	
	

	A
	92% -100%
	A-
	90% - 91%

	B+
	87% - 89%
	B
	82% - 86%

	B-
	80% - 81%
	C+
	77% - 79%

	C
	72% - 76%
	C-
	70% - 71%

	D+
	67% - 69%
	D
	62% - 66%

	D-
	60% - 62%
	F
	0% - 59%



You can find your scores for any assignment under "Grades" in the left-hand menu column on your course CANVAS Home page.

· I have an introductory video on the CANVAS Home Page in the "Watch this first!" module that explains the course structure and offers some suggestions for success in this online course.
· I choose a course book that is well-organized and explains concepts in relatable language that is free from a lot of jargon.
· I utilize a lot of different technology to allow you a wider range of ways in which you engage with the course materials.  This includes readings, videos, and interactive websites
· I offered many, low-stakes assignments so that if you stumble on a unit, it will not have a major negative impact on your overall score.
· I offered a variety of ways for you to demonstrate understanding, including multiple-choice questions, fill-in-the-blank statements, short-answer prompts, and short essay items.
· I created study guides to help you prepare for every test.
· Here in this syllabus and on the CANVAS Home page, I have given you information regarding the Learning Center and how to connect for academic support.
· Most importantly, I am available to you throughout the semester. If you need assistance, remember that I am a resource you can utilize. I would rather help you quickly answer a question or resolve a concern, than to have you agonize over it on your own for a long period of time.  I also think we have more ability to work together to turn things around as soon as you start to realize you are not performing to the best of your ability, than if you wait until the end of the semester when it would leave us little time for intervention.
TECHNICAL INFORMATION: Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if necessary.  BSU provides resources to help you.  A lack of CANVAS knowledge is not an acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work.

Technical Assistance: 

· [image: ]CANVAS or BSU e-mail Assistance:  The Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that can guide you through many of the most common questions.  You can find these at https://www.bsu.edu/helpdesk If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk at 1765-285-1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu    If you have any additional questions about your online course, please feel free to contact Online and Distance Education at distance@bsu.edu or by phone at 765-285-1581 or 800-872-0369.
· Zoom Technical Assistance:  Here is the general support link for any general questions regarding Zoom:  support.zoom.us   
· Lockdown Browser and Respondus Monitor:  The HelpDesk staff can guide you through many of the most common questions. Here is the website https://bsu.service-now.com/helpdesk.  In addition, the HelpDesk can be contacted at 1-765-285-1517 or helpdesk@bsu.edu

Course Policies and Procedures
Make Up and Late Work Policy: The key to be successful in this class is staying on schedule. Assignment due dates are listed on the schedule. The schedule provided will allow you ample time to plan to complete the assignments, papers, and exams by the deadline. All assignments must be turned in on time. NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED without prior approval. If an emergency or extenuating circumstance arises, please contact me as soon as possible before the assignment is due. 

*Please note that submitting work late means that you may not receive helpful feedback before the next deadline. Therefore, I strongly advise you to do your best to meet each deadline. 
Textbook: Some questions on the exams will come directly from the textbook and not be covered in lecture, so I strongly recommend using this book. I will provide “Textbook Tips” to help you focus your reading. 

Readings: One of the primary responsibilities you face in this class is to keep up with the readings. Students are required to carefully complete the assigned readings prior to the beginning of class according to the schedule below. Failure to read prior to class will make your understanding and awareness of the material suffer and may lead to poor grades on various classroom activities (in particular the quizzes). Failure to read materials for the course will most certainly hamper your ability to succeed on the exam, as there will be several topics that are not addressed during course times that will be on the exam. 
NOTE: Readings subject to change.
Laptop/phone Policy: Students are expected to bring to class a laptop that is connected to the BSU wireless network. If you want to use a laptop or smartphone to take notes, please be mindful of how your screen affects your classmates and me. Anyone using a laptop inappropriately during class time (inappropriate use = activities unrelated to class) automatically relinquishes the privilege of using these devices during class.
Class Recording: Audiotaping, videotaping, photographing, or any other method of recording lectures or classroom discussions of any kind should be done only with the prior express permission of the instructor.  Recordings and other material distributed by the instructor is to be restricted to the personal use of the students enrolled in the course.

Record Keeping: I may make copies of the work you do for this class for department assessment purposes. I will remove all identifying information on these assignments before making your work available to anyone else. Unless you decline in writing, I will assume that you are allowing me permission to keep copies of your work for this class. See me if you have questions.
Freedom of Expression
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge.
University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
University Resources
The Canvas site for this course includes a module containing links to some of the many resources Ball State has available regarding your rights and responsibilities. Among others, the university offers resources to help with:
· Basic Human Needs
· Student Health Center
· Counseling Center/Psychological Services
· Writing, Speaking, and Learning Centers
· Title IX

If you have any concerns throughout the semester, I ask that you come to me first. I have yet to have a situation we could not resolve rather easily and reasonably for both student and course needs. However, it is important that you review these links, so you know what the standard university policies are. 

University Policies
· Student Funeral and Bereavement Leave Policy
· The Ball State Beneficence Pledge: (academic excellence and high standards of scholarship, academic integrity and honesty, social responsibility, and valuing difference)
Thank you for your assistance in helping keep everyone safe!
Student Academic Ethics Policy: Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Plagiarism Policy: Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty.  

Potential Violations. Examples of academic integrity violations include (but are not limited to):
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Use or possession of a file created by someone else.
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Fraudulent submission of work.
· Using unauthorized materials during Exams.
· Impersonating someone else or having them impersonate you.
· Making fraudulent or dishonest statements regarding your work.
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.
· Posting course files and resources on study or content sharing websites.

Plagiarism Detection. The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism protection process, in which case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work. 

Generative AI Statement: No Use of Generative AI Permitted 
AI Detection Software will be used on student assignment submissions. All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course.  

You should know that using an online “tutoring” program that allows you to upload an assignment and will provide you with complete answers to the assignment is not tutoring. I do regularly monitor those sites to see if my assignments are available. Often, there are unique errors or verbiage in the product the site sells that allows me to identify if you are submitting your genuine work or that provided by the site. If I determine you have plagiarized by submitting another person’s work (or the site’s response) as your own, I will deal with it in accordance with Ball State University’s policy on academic misconduct.

Grade Appeals: Requests for review of assignment or exam grades must be made in writing to the instructor and will be discussed outside of class. Rationale for the challenge should be clearly articulated in writing and should be submitted no more than 48 hours following the return of the graded material. Further information on the Grade Appeal policy can be found at www.bsu.edu/studentrights/gradeappeal

Observance of Religious Holidays: Ball State University is committed to the support of a pluralistic environment that respects the traditions and beliefs of all its members. Accordingly, should you wish to observe a religious holy day that conflicts with our course schedule, I will work with you to reschedule examinations and assignments or to provide information about missed course material as long as arrangements are made in advance.

COURSE AND INSTRUCTOR EVALUATION:  Students will have an opportunity to participate in formal assessment of the course and the instructor’s teaching performance at the end of the term.  You can find the course evaluation in Module 15 of the course CANVAS site Home page, and also here:
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/course-evaluations  

Final Thoughts:
  IF: 
· You have a question about course material?  Contact me!
· You have a concern or a problem regarding your performance in this class?  Contact me!
· You really enjoyed a particular topic and would like to discuss it further?  Contact me!
· Before you panic or drop the course – Contact me!

Good luck!  
   -Dr. McC

TWITTER, FACEBOOK, and INSTAGRAM: If you would like to stay informed on all of the activities, opportunities, events, scholarships, and student achievements going on in the Department of Psychological Science (which I would definitely recommend if you are considering a major or a minor in Psychology) consider following us on:
[image: ]
Twitter: BallStatePsychScience@BSUPsychScience 
Facebook: @ballstatepsychology
Instagram: BSU_Dept_of_Psych_Science
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