
1  

Japanese	250	(JAPA250)	sec.1	Summer	2026	
JAPANESE ANIME 

3-CREDIT ONLINE COURSE 

Instructor	Information:	

Instructor: Dr. Kazumi Matsumoto  
Course title: JAPA250 800 CRN 40204 

Course	Information	

Course	Description:	
This course explores Japanese animation (anime) and examines the cultures and values 
that shape our lives through anime. It addresses the widespread interest in Japanese 
animation and channels this enthusiasm into a structured exploration of this unique and 
captivating genre, which intersects with Japanese culture, history, literature, society, 
popular culture, and technology. 
 
Prerequisites: None 
 
JAPA250	Course	Objectives/Student	Learning	Outcomes	(SLOs)		
After completing the 401 class students in this course will: 

  
 Identify and analyze the humanistic, historical, cultural values, societal issues, and 

lifestyles depicted in animation. Integrate and compare these findings with secondary 
sources to deepen the understanding of Japanese culture, history, and social structures. 

 Analyze and evaluate examples of Japanese animation as cultural, intellectual, and 
historical texts, exploring their themes, narratives, and impact within broader societal 
and global contexts. 

 Critically analyze Japanese animation by examining its artistic and humanistic elements, 
while reinterpreting its themes and narratives within cultural and societal contexts. 

 Construct arguments on how Japanese animation portrays human actions and 
expressions, supported by logical analysis and a deep appreciation of its cultural, 
historical, and societal contexts. 

 explain (a) new or different perspective(s) as a result of learning from which diverse 
communities or cultures (Diverse Perspectives) 

 create conclusions by combining examples, facts, or theories from more than one field of 
study or perspective (Diverse Perspectives) 

 
JAPA250	Course	Rationale	
Japanese animation (anime) is a powerful cultural phenomenon that resonates with 
audiences worldwide. This course uses anime as a medium to explore the values, 
narratives, and societal issues that shape human experiences and cultural identities. By 
critically analyzing anime's artistic and humanistic elements, students will examine its role 
as a cultural and historical text and its impact on both Japanese society and global 
audiences. Through this exploration, students will develop the ability to construct 
thoughtful arguments supported by logical analysis and an appreciation of anime’s cultural, 
historical, and artistic significance. This course aims to enhance students’ critical thinking, 
cultural awareness, and interdisciplinary understanding, preparing them to engage with 
diverse perspectives in a rapidly evolving, interconnected world. 



2  

 
Course	Modality/Structure:	Asynchronous online course 
 
JAPA	250	Course	Content,	Outline,	and	Format		
JAPA250 is an asynchronous online course that explores the history of anime and examines 
Japanese society through anime. Students study a variety of topics, including human 
relationships, psychology, identity, imagined forms of paradise, Japaneseness, and otaku 
culture. Through these topics, students learn not only to understand Japanese anime but 
also to critically analyze it from multiple perspectives. 

 
Because JAPA250 is an asynchronous online course, all assignments are submitted through 
Canvas. Major assignments include reading the textbook and completing reading 
worksheets, participating in discussion boards to exchange ideas with classmates, and 
watching multiple anime titles related to each chapter topic. Students then analyze the 
anime in relation to the chapter themes and write papers based on their analysis. 
 
Communication	Methodology	
This course is taught mainly on Canvas. The syllabus, weekly assignments, paper 
submissions, and discussions are all conducted on Canvas. You are welcome to email me 
questions or comments, too. You will receive timely responses to your emails. It is required 
that you post your thoughts, reactions, questions, and anything of a general concern on the 
Discussion Board so that all students taking this course can participate in the discourse and 
benefit from it. You are expected to be fluent in Canvas and the Outlook email system to 
complete coursework and communicate with the instructor or other students. 
 

Course	Materials	

Required	Textbooks:	
1. Japanese	Visual	Culture:	Manga	and	Anime	by Mark MacWilliams (2008). ISBN, 

0765616017, 9780765616012 * This	book	is	available	online	through	the	
Bracken	Library.  
 

2. Titles	of	animations	in	this	course:	
 

• Astro Boy (1963) 
• Urusei yatsura (1981) 
• Nadia: The Secret of Blue 

Water (EP1) (1990) 
• Ghost in the Shell 

(Japanese or English 
version; 1995) 

• Reincarnated as a sword 
(EP1)(2022) 

• Dororo (1967) 
• Hi no tori (Phoenix 

Karma 1969) 
• Mitsume ga toru (EP1) 

(1974) 
• Metropolis by Fritz Lang 

(1927) 
• Motropolis (Japanese; 

2001) 
• Hadashi no Gen (1973) 
• Hetalia: Alexis Powers 

(2009) 
• Space Battleship Yamato 

(1974) 
• Akira (1988) 
• Princess Mononoke 

(1997Hayao Miyazaki 
ISBN: 078884461X 
9780788844614 ) 

• Nausicaa of the Valley of 
Wind (1984, by Hayao 
Miyazaki) PUBNUM SF 
18139;, OCLC 
(OCoLC)100888487 

• Spirited Away (2001, 
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Hayao Miyazaki) ISBN: 
078884461X 
9780788844614 

• Millennium actress 

(2001) 
• In Deep with Female 

Otaku (2025) 

Additional	Assignments	
Additional materials will be posted on Canvas 

Course	Assignments	and	Assessments	

Grading	policy	
Evaluation:	
Weekly worksheet on Mark MacWilliam’s book     4% x10= 40% 
Short Papers (summary/reflection/theory)     6% x 5 = 30% 
Discussion Board         3% x 6 = 18% 
Interaction with instructor and fellow students on the Discussion Board 2% x 6 = 12% 
Total            100% 
Grading	scale		
A+: 100-97%, A: 96-93%, A-: 92-90% 
B+:  89-87%, B: 86-83%, B-: 82-80% 
C+:  79-77%, C: 76-73%, C-: 72-70% 
D+:  69-67%, D: 66-63%, D-: 62-60% 
F:   59-0% 
 
**Assignments	submitted	after	the	indicated	due	dates	will	receive	a	1‐point	
deduction	for	each	day	late.	
	
Course	Expectations	
	
1) Weekly	worksheet	on	Mark	MacWilliam’s	book	(4%	x10=	40%)	

Read the chapters each week and answer the worksheets. 
HW will be evaluated based on its completion and performance.  

 
2) Short	Papers	(summary/reflection/theory:	6%	x	5	papers	=	30%)	

Students will watch one or more anime titles for each chapter, depending on the chapter 
topic. After reading the chapter and watching the assigned anime, students will write a 
three-page paper analyzing the anime in relation to the chapter’s themes.. Each	paper	
should	consist	of	3	parts: 

 
A. a summary of the story (no need for separate summaries if included in paper); 
B. your own reflections on the piece; and 
C. your understanding of the piece in light of the theory book. 

 
Concerning B, your reflections, you are encouraged to write about each piece from your 
own interest or major or passion: viewing anime as art, as computer technology, as 
social commentary, as history, as literature, etc. You can also comment on the piece 
from your own experience as an American. 
Concerning C, you are expected to include at	least	one	quotation from Mark 
MacWilliams’ book, with page number(s) marked, to introduce or support your point. 
Any quotations from other sources are welcome but not required.  
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*Shortened	Rubric	for	papers:	Have your name on it? Have a title? The essay develops 
around the title? Point well stated and supported with at least two pieces of evidence? 
Punctuation such as indentation, italicized for book titles and quotation marks for 
articles cited? 

 
3) Discussion	Board	(3%	x	6	times	=	18%)	

In this course, there are six discussion questions. Please respond to them. 
	
4) Interaction	with	instructor	and	fellow	students	on	the	Discussion	Board	(12%)	

This course has six discussion questions. Please comment on your classmates' 
responses. 

	

Required	University	Statements	and	Policy 

University	Statement	
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through 
valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among 
those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. 

	
Disability	Statement	

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact 
the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office 
coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to 
be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services 
can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

 
BSU	Policy	for	STUDENT	ATTENDANCE	
 

For	this	course,	students	are	expected	to	complete	all	assignments	and	tasks	on	
time	and	to	communicate	in	a	timely	manner	throughout	the	course.	

 

Faculty are required to establish their own attendance policies for their courses and 
ensure that they communicate these policies through their course syllabi. See this study 
on the link between attendance and student success. Describe your attendance policy. Be 
sure to follow the following guidance:  

 
● Course attendance policies are up to the individual faculty but must be consistent with 

University policies regarding student absences. Absences will be excused for the following: 
funeral and bereavement leave, jury duty, late course addition, military absences, observance 
of religious holidays, pregnancy leave, student-athletes participating in University- or 
department-approved activities, and university advisories.  

● Students may encounter other circumstances (e.g. car accidents, job interviews) that result in 
course absences. Only faculty members can excuse these absences and adjustments are at the 
discretion of the instructor. Where possible, and with sufficient documentation, faculty 
should support student educational activities.  

● Consider field-specific best practices as well as student well-being.  
● In general, students are expected to notify all their instructors once they anticipate being 

absent for any reason (e.g., funeral) or as soon as possible after the absence begins (e.g., 
unexpected injury or illness). The student may need to provide documentation (with 
confidential information redacted when appropriate) to each instructor if requested.   
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You should take attendance in all classes—even if you do not assign points for 
attendance. You will be asked to verify students’ attendance and provide the last date of 
attendance for a student in association with financial aid requirements. In addition, you 
will be expected to submit attendance verification and midterm progress report on EAB 
Navigate.  

 

For online courses, documenting that a student has logged into the class is not sufficient 
to demonstrate attendance. It is recommended that instructors have weekly mechanisms 
for documenting student attendance and engagement with the courses (e.g., discussion 
board, submission of assignment). 

 

Recommended	Statements,	Policies,	and	Information	

Freedom	of	Expression	
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values 
intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As 
members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community 
with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in 
people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom 
of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball 
State’s Beneficence Pledge.  

	
	
Title	IX	

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment 
for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—
including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that 
you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more 
information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX 
Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu. 

 

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to 
report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes 
information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.  

 

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who 
experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If 
the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,  

 

Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on 
deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or 
referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.  
If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin 
following University policy.  

 

University	Grade	Appeal	Policy		
If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance 
due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school 
days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University 
Grade Appeal Policy and Process. 
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Student	Academic	Ethics	Policy		
Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university 
community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the 
foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be 
tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations 
of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining 
a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the 
VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding 
academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic 
dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, 
please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy.   

 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage 
(cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and 
falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by 
yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic 
dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:    

 
● Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, 

hidden notes, and open books)   
● Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, 

Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).   
● Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded 

assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other 
students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).  

● Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group 
projects.   

● Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.   
● Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.   
● Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, 

gesturing)   
● Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.   
● Soliciting others to complete work for you.  

 
Limited	use	of	Generative	AI	Use		

All work conducted and/or submitted in this course should reflect your own ideas and 
demonstrate your current knowledge, abilities, and skills. Therefore, generative	AI	
should	not	be	used	to	complete	any	portion	of	the	assignment(s). However, you may 
use AI for pre-task activities such as brainstorming and initial research. Your	final	
submission	should	show	how	you	have	developed	and	refined	these	ideas. Any use 
outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student 
Academic Ethics Policy.   

 
Learning	Center	

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball 
State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) 
appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” 
in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com.   
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Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who 
have received the appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be 
administered in the Learning Center.   

 
Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your 
course, that person will provide students with information the first week of school 
regarding weekly study sessions. For more information about Learning Center 
programming, visit bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-1006. Follow us on 
Instagram: BallStateLC.    

 
The	Writing	Center	

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are 
encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken 
Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled 
hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 

 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person 
and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web 
content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or 
print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to 
bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan 
ahead because appointments book quickly! 

 
	
The	Counseling	Center	

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all 
students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an 
appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis 
Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health 
resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including 
thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.   

 
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of 
which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first 
appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with 
resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy 
at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus 
resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to 
several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of 
these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.  

 
Copyright	Statement	

Students may not reproduce, distribute or otherwise publicly post materials from this 
course without my written permission. 

 
Plagiarism	Detection	

The campus subscribes to Turnitin, a plagiarism prevention service, through Canvas. You 
may need to submit written assignments to Turnitin. Student work will be used for 
plagiarism detection and for no other purpose. The student may indicate in writing to the 
instructor that he/she refuses to participate in the plagiarism detection process, in which 
case the instructor can use other electronic means to verify the originality of their work.   
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Course	Expectations	and	Policies	

Course	Participation	Expectations	
● This course is designed with weekly activities, discussion, communication, and 

papers. 
● It is recommended that you log into your Canvas course 3 to 4 times a week and 

check your official Ball State email account daily to view announcements and 
prepare for class. 

● Complete all assignments, quizzes, and any other activities by the stated due dates. 
 
Feedback	Policy	

● I will respond to emails from your official Ball State email address within 24 hours 
during weekdays (Monday-Friday) and within 48 hours on the weekend. 

● I will read every discussion post, but I will not always personally comment on posts. 
● I will grade your quizzes, assignments, and discussions no later than 10 school days 

after submission. 
● Contact me directly if you have questions or concerns about your performance in 

class. 
 

Late	Assignment	Policy	
● All assignments are due either Wednesday or Sunday by 11:59 pm EST/EDT on 

Canvas. 
● Assignments submitted after the indicated due dates will receive a 1-point 

deduction for each day late. 
● Internet connectivity and technical issues may occur and impede you from turning 

in work on time. Turn in work early and often, and set up a back-up plan, such as 
visiting a local library or borrowing a peer's computer. 

● You have one (1) permitted late assignment to allow for these issues, to which you 
can turn in one assignment 24 hours late. 

● Canvas will not accept assignments for grading after 11:59 pm EST/EDT on the final 
day of class. 
 

Assignment	Submission	Policy	
● All assignments should be submitted as Word documents with extensions of .doc or 

.docx unless otherwise indicated in the assignment description. 
● Assignments, unless otherwise indicated, should be submitted using the assignment 

link in the module. 
 

Grading	Policy	
● It is my policy that appropriate evaluation of your academic performance is an 

integral part of your learning experience. 
● In the absence of mistakes, fraud, bad faith or incompetence, I will be the key 

decision-maker on the assignment of grades. 
 

Engagement	Expectations	
● To support a respectful and engaging academic community that encourages the free 

exchange of ideas and civil discourse, we will follow these ground rules: 
● Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs. 
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● Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs. 
Focus on exploring ideas critically and constructively. 

● Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others 
space to speak. 

● Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion. 
● Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or 

work without permission. 
● Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean 

others. Keep feedback constructive. 
 


