RHETORIC & WRITING
English 104.49 « CRN 29001 « Spring 2026 « Ball State University

PROFESSOR: TODD MCKINNEY

The best way to contact me is via email (tdmckinney@bsu.edu). You can also stop by my office (RB250)
during my office hours (Tuesday and Thursday 11-12 and by appointment). When I am in my office, you
can call me at 285-8473. If the above hours do not work for you, please set up an appointment with me.

REQUIRED TEXTS & MATERIALS

BallPoint, a digital text via Ball State Writing Program; password is chirp104

Pen and paper

Laptop computer or a reliable device (a smart pad/phone, etc. on which you can work when necessary)

COURSE DESCRIPTION & INFORMATION

Rhetoric and Writing applies the fundamentals of rhetoric to the research process: methods of research;
the rhetorical nature of research; elements, strategies, and conventions common to research writing,
including multimodal presentations of new knowledge

COURSE OBJECTIVES

e Create and complete research projects. This involves generating a research question, engaging in
critical/analytical reading, developing an argument with evidence collected from both primary
and secondary research, and documenting sources appropriately;

e Align research questions with appropriate research methods;

e Employ critical thinking in evaluation, speculation, analysis, and synthesis required to evolve and
complete a research project;

o Use a variety of strategies to gather and organize information appropriate for the context and
persuasive to the intended audience;

¢ Use the university research library to forward their research agenda;

e Engage in collaborative research;

¢ Employ format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling appropriate to various rhetorical situations in a
stylistically sophisticated manner;

e Collect, analyze, and organize research information in verbally and visually compelling ways;

e Take initiative for the development and completion of individual and joint research projects.

COURSE CONTENT & FORMAT

¢ Discuss, analyze, and respond to texts composed in a variety of media that develop an argument
by relying on different kinds of research and that are addressed to diverse academic audiences;

e Analyze the connections among research questions, research methods, audience, and style;

e Design various research projects that involve generating a question, collecting data, analyzing
data, and interpreting the analysis;

¢ Conduct research projects that rely on various means of gathering data, including but not limited
to fieldwork, online research, and library research;

e Analyze data collected through a variety of methods;

e Compose proposals, progress reports, and final research reports for individual projects;

¢ Compose final research reports that are persuasive and appropriate for the intended audience and
context;


https://digitalresearch.bsu.edu/ballpoint2/

e Compose research reports in multiple drafts, involving peer feedback, self-reflection, instructor’s
written comments, and teacher-student conferences;

e Reflect regularly on the choices available and the decisions made in the creation and completion
of research projects.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
The content of ENG 104 is designed to enable students to achieve the course goals; specifically, students
in ENG 104 will:

e Four or more research projects that address different audiences, contexts, and data
collection/analysis processes:
o One project will take the form of a Research Proposal and Annotated Bibliography;
o One project will culminate in a research-driven, academic essay of 8-12 pages;
appropriate works cited is additional;
¢ Reading assignments for discussion, analysis, and response including texts created through a
variety of media;
¢ Informal writing assignments (such as journals, reading reflections, in-class writings, or smaller
pieces intrinsic to major research projects).

NOTE: In order to fulfill the University’s Core Curriculum requirement in Writing Program courses,
students must earn a minimum grade of C to pass; a grade of C-minus is not passing. Writing Program
courses may be repeated as many times as necessary to meet the requirement but:

e The first and all other grades will show up on the transcript.
¢ Only the most recent grade earned in the course will be used to compute the cumulative GPA.
e A grade of W will not replace a previous grade.
e Course credit hours apply only once to graduation requirements.
GRADING & ASSIGNMENTS

Your final grade will be determined by your performance in the areas described below. I will assign
plus/minus grades; the grading scale for this class is 94-100 = A; 90-93 = A-; 87-89 = B+; 83-86 = B; 80-
82 =B-; 77-79 = C+; 73-76 = C; 70-73 = C-; 67-69 = D+; 63-66 = D; 60-63 = D-; 59 and below = F.
There are 1,000 points possible in this class.

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF ASSIGNMENTS

Writing Projects (50%)

Throughout the semester you will work on four major writing projects. These projects will present
different research and rhetorical challenges, asking that you to write for different purposes, audiences, and
in different mediums/genres. Each will be weighted differently. See assignments on Canvas for details.
These projects will add up to 500 points (or 50%) of your final grade.

Workshops (20%)

Throughout the semester, you will exchange your writing with your peers and respond with in-depth
comments. Each peer critique session is worth 50 points (or 5%) of your final grade. Total, that is 200
points (or 20%) of your final grade.

In-Class Work & Reading Notes (20%)

Throughout the semester, you will be asked to complete work, take notes, etc. that cover the material or
otherwise engage you in the writing/thinking. These notes, in-class work, etc. will vary in points.
However, combined they will total 200 points (or 20%) of your final grade.



Presentations (10%)

You will make two collaborative presentations this semester. One will cover a podcast and its use and
presentation of research, and the other will present on a topic related to rhetoric, writing, research,
formatting, etc. Each presentation is worth 50 points, or 5% of your final grade. Combined, that is 100
points, or 10% of your final grade.

Manuscript Guidelines

When you hand in written projects, they must formatted appropriately. Your essays must be double-
spaced and justified left. Your essays should also be page-numbered (in header, page number should
follow last name in the upper right-hand corner). Title pages are not necessary. Instead, in the upper left-
hand corner of the first page include this information, single-spaced:

Your name
English 104.49
McKinney
Date

If your project does not follow these guidelines, I will deduct a letter grade from the assignment.

To support a learning experience that is responsive to the needs, interests, and pace of our class
community, the course schedule may shift over the semester. The most current version of the schedule
will always be available on Canvas. I encourage you to check Canvas regularly for updates and contact
me if you have any questions.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE & ENGAGEMENT

Everyone is expected to treat others with respect and dignity. As people, writers, researchers, and
learners, we bring to class our varied experiences and levels of expertise and knowledge; in order to build
a strong community, it is important that we respect these variations. The more we do this, the more we
will learn. During discussions, comments need to be constructive, even when they conflict with another's
point of view.

To support a respectful and engaging academic community that encourages the free exchange of ideas
and civil discourse, we will follow these ground rules:

e Respect different perspectives. Share your ideas and let others share theirs.

¢ Challenge ideas, not people. Disagree respectfully. No personal attacks or put-downs. Focus on
exploring ideas critically and constructively.

e Listen to understand. Stay curious, ask questions to understand, and give others space to speak.

e Assume good intentions. Approach discussions with curiosity and compassion.

o Keep it private. What is shared in class stays in class. Do not share others’ words or work without
permission.

¢ Be respectful. Avoid hurtful language, stereotypes, or content that may demean others. Keep
feedback constructive.

Before class begins, silence your cell phones and devices, and remove headphones, earbuds, etc. Also,
please refrain from being on your phone, doing puzzles, completing other homework, and (if you have a
computer) browsing the web, etc., or not actively listening to whomever has the floor.

I reserve the right to ask students to leave class at any time; if you are asked to leave, you will be marked
with an unexcused absence.



ATTENDANCE

Attendance for this class is required, so it is crucial that you attend class as often as possible. This is an
in-person class, and it has been designed to function best in that modality. You simply cannot be
successful in the class if you are not in the class. So, you have two free absences at your disposal for those
days when life floods the system. After missing two classes, I will deduct 25 points (on a 1,000 point
scale) for each absence from your final grade. If you miss eight classes, 150 points will be deducted from
your final grade; if you miss nine classes or more (which is more than 20% of the class), you will fail the
class. I also expect you to be on time. If you are late (more than 5 minutes) you are counted as such.
Being tardy three times counts as an absence. (All of this is to help us practice being professional—being
present and being on-time, which is/will be important in your professional life.)

That being said, we are all humans, we have lives, and we cannot always be present in class (physically,
mentally, emotionally, etc.). So, if you miss class, it is important to communicate with the me because
this is a key aspect of being a respectful, active member of a community. While the course content for
each day will be on Canvas, recognize that this does not accurately substitute for being in class. You will
miss the opportunity to learn from those in the class, and share your own knowledge with them.

The following absences are excused per university guidelines:

Disability accommodations

Pregnancy, hospitalization, or medical leave
Bereavement leave

Religious observation

Jury duty or court witness leave

Military leave

Ball State sponsored events

It is important to note that while these above absences are excused by the university, they must be
supplemented with documentation and the appropriate make-up work.

LATE WORK

I will accept some late work but only on one condition: you hand it in at the start of the class meeting one
week following the original due date. For example, if you do not hand in your writing project on
Thursdays, it is due by the start of class on the following Thursday. Should you miss this deadline, you
will not receive credit for the assignment. Also, handing in an assignment late constitutes a letter grade
deduction on that assignment.

In-class assignments cannot be made up after an unexcused absence. Also, technological failures are not
an excuse for not handing in your work. This is why it is so important to save your work to an online
storage unit, like OneDrive of Google Docs.

GENERATIVE AI STATEMENT

During this class, there may be times we use generative Al applications to practice/examine its

function. But you will be informed as to when, where, and how these tools are permitted to be used, along
with guidance for attribution. When appropriate, you will also need to attribute built-in Al tools. Any use
of generative Al outside of this permission constitutes a violation of Ball State University’s Student
Academic Ethics Policy.

Be mindful of this policy.


https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/vice-provost/student-services/academic-integrity

STUDENT ACADEMIC ETHICS POLICY

Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community.
Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution
dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation,
and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is
committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity.
Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website Student Academic Ethics Policy (Students tab) for resources
on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic
dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the
University Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating),
presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records.
Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure
whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include
but are not limited to:

Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, Al tools, hidden notes, and
open books)

¢ Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero,
StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).

e Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments
class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party
vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).

e Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.

¢ Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.

e Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.

¢ Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)

¢ Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.

¢ Soliciting others to complete work for you.

COURSE ACCOMMODATIONS, ETC.
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as
possible. The Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with disabilities;

documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be
provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

UNIVERSITY STATEMENT

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a
culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a
disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services
Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file
in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-
285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity,
encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we



treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect
and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement
on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball
State’s Beneficence Pledge.

TITLE IX

Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all
students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault,
dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers
support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please

visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu

As your instructor, | am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any
information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class
discussions, assignments, or private conversations.

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual
harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with
the Title IX Coordinator,

e Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines,
course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus
offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.

e Ifacomplaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following
University policy.

UNIVERSITY GRADE APPEAL POLICY

If you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your performance due to fairness or a
procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school days after final grades are posted by
the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal Policy and Process.

THE WRITING CENTER

All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use
the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the
evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your
writing.

The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to
all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans,
slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment
to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available;
however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

THE SPEAKING CENTER

The Speaking Centeris a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to
improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a
more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support
throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming
ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.
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The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an
appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct linkto sign up for a time.
Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom. Appointments are available in person, on
Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking
environment.

THE LIBRARY

The libraries on campus are wonderful learning resources available to you. But they are not the only ones
you have access to; with the help of the librarians, you can also borrow materials from other university
libraries, like IU and Purdue, etc.

COMPUTER LABS

Labs are located across the campus. You can find all kinds of great software on these computers, and they
provide access to software like Microsoft Word, printers, the internet, and your email account. The tech
store also offers software packages.

NON-ACADEMIC RESOURCES

The University provides health care, psychological counseling, legal aid, career counseling, and
affirmative action and sexual harassment counseling through various offices on campus. Please take
advantage of these services if you are in need.

The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The
Counseling Center is in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact them at
765-285-1736. Ball State now also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE
(4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health
concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide.

The Ball State Counseling Center sees students for a variety of reasons, some of which include
homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work
with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. They assist
students with getting connected to therapy at the Center as well as connecting students to self-help
resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have
access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All these
resources can be found on their website: https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/counseling-center.

*This syllabus is subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.
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