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CS 239 Social and Professional Issues

Fall 2026

 

Instructor and session information (https://bsu.instructure.com/courses/188525/pages/instructor-and-
session-information)

Text 
ACM Code of ethics  (https://www.acm.org/code-of-ethics)  

IEEE code of ethics  (https://www.ieee.org/about/corporate/governance/p7-8.html)  

 
Course Description 
Discussion of social and professional issues in computer science. 

 

After taking this course, a student will be able to:

Identify and interpret the social and ethical context of computing systems and software
development
Evaluate the professional codes of ethics from the ACM, the IEEE Computer Society, and other
organizations
Describe the mechanisms that typically exist for a professional to maintain professional competence
Distinguish among patent, copyright, and trade secret protection
Describe the impact of diversity and inclusivity in computer science

Course Rationale
The ACM-IEEE Curriculum Recommendations provide guidance on what content and learning outcomes
belong in academic computer science programs. This course satisfies the following knowledge units
identified by their CS2013 recommendations.
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This course reflects the Social and Professional Issues (SP) Knowledge Domain as articulated in the
ACM/IEEE CS2013 report. Secifically, it includes these core knowledge units:

SP/SocialContext*
SP/AnalyticalTools
SP/ProfessionalEthics
SP/IntellectualProperty**
SP/PrivacyAndCivilLiberties

*Social context builds upon the introduction in CS120.
**Intellectual property is introduced here and expanded upon in the capstone project.

This course also provides an opportunity for embedded assessment of departmental learning objective
#3:

Ethics, professional conduct and lifelong learning: The student will behave consistently with the ACM
Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct. This includes developing the capacity for lifelong learning in
order to maintain professional competence.

This course is required on the CS major

Topics Covered 
Privacy issues 
Hidden data 
Control of the Internet and Web, and data thereon 

Encryption 
Intellectual property 
Freedom of speech 
Broadcast spectra 
AI 

 

 

Coursework 
The class is taught using a combination of lecture, class discussion, group assignments, 

activities, and discussions. 

 

We will spend most of our class time discussing issues and exploring different points of view. 

Students are expected to come to class prepared, which includes having completed the readings 
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and group assignments pertaining to them.  Please bring a tablet, laptop, or phone to class.

 

During class, students may be questioned over the material, enter into discussions about the 

material with other students, and work in small groups on activities and assignments related to 

the material.   Communication is a key part of this class, as you will be expected to research a topic with
a small group of peers and describe that topic with the larger group.

 

The weight of each assignment/exam is as follows: 

Assignment weights

Assignment(s)  Weight (% of final grade) 

Discussion 20 

Assignments, quizzes, activities 40

Midterm Exam  20 

Final Exam / Project 20 

Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to attend every class in person. Assignments and exams may be posted online
but must be taken in person unless otherwise stated by the professor. If you will be absent for a class,
you must let the professor know ahead of time via email in order to coordinate. Unexcused absences
without extenuating circumstances will not be allowed to make up missed assignments or exams.   This
is a discussion class, so in-person active participation in the classroom discussion is a significant part of
the course expectations.

 

You are responsible for your learning regardless of attendance. If you miss a class session, you should
consult with trusted classmates to ensure you have the appropriate notes. 

Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities 

We will uphold the BSU Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities
(http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/studentrights/policiesandprocedures/studentcode) .  Of
particular interest for this course are the following sections: 
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Section V: Code of Conduct
(http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/studentrights/policiesandprocedures/studentcode/vcode
 
Section VII: Student Academic Ethics Policy
(http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/VIIE
 

Artificial Intelligence Policy
One of the primary purposes of this course is to establish and develop personal policies for the ethical
use of Artificial Intelligence.  Students will be expected to determine when AI is appropriate.  Students
are also expected to cite any AI usage during the class.  

Assessment of Departmental Learning Outcomes
At the end of the semester, the instructor will report to the Foundations Curriculum Committee the
percent of students who showed exemplary, satisfactory, and unsatisfactory competence with respect to
departmental learning objective #3 (see above
(https://ballstate.sharepoint.com/sites/BallStateInstitutionalFolders2/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.a
viewid=9fd592e3%2D8bb7%2D43e7%2Db917%2Df9d3157bbe86&CT=1767192078644&OR=OWA%2DNT%2DM
). In addition to the percentages, the submitted report should indicate the source(s) of assessment data
to facilitate comparison across sections and semesters. A brief discussion of how the course was taught,
and observations about the students' performance in the course will be welcomed by the committee.

Committee review of the introductory programming sequence is triggered when any semester's CS239
assessment results in less than 90% of the students scoring as satisfactory or better.

 

University Statement
We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the
various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote
a culture of respect and civil discourse.

Disability Statement
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor
of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students
with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any
accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or
dsd@bsu.edu (mailto:dsd@bsu.edu) .
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