
Japanese 334.800 Spring 2026 
Japanese Culture and Civilization, CRN 48001 

General Information 

Course Credit:  
3 credit hours 
 

Course Description: 
Survey of the origins and development of Japanese culture: art, literature, religion, 
philosophy, political and social institutions from earliest to modern times. An overview 
of cultural traditions for those with a general interest in Japan. Taught primarily in 
English. 
 

Prerequisite: 
None. 
 

Course Rationale: 
This course will foster understanding and consideration of others’ ideas and values as 
well as the students’ own. This advanced course is intended to enhance students’ 
knowledge of the target culture(s) and civilization. Emphasis will be placed on 
developing a critical understanding of the history, geography, politics, religion, social 
practices, education, arts, and so forth of the target culture(s). 
 

Learning Outcomes: 
After completing 334 students in this course will: 
· increase knowledge and understanding of the cultures where the target language is  
  spoken 
· reinforce connections with other disciplines and acquire information 
· develop critical insights into the nature of language and culture 
· be better prepared to participate in multilingual communities at home and around the 

               world (i.e., study abroad) 
· work collaboratively as well as independently to generate knowledge 
· value diverse cultures 
· function appropriately in diverse cultural contexts 
· communicate more appropriately in the target language at an intermediate/advanced 
Level 
 

Assessment of Learning: 
Students will demonstrate the above learning outcomes through: 
· written exams 
· short reaction papers 
· final research paper 

https://banner.bsu.edu/FacultySelfService/maintenance


· student projects/presentations 
· class discussions 
Assessment of student mastery of disciplinary content is at the discretion of the  
instructor. 
 

Course Evaluation (for teaching) 
· recommended evaluation methods including but not limited to: 
- student feedback 
- peer & chair evaluation of teaching 
- student ratings 
- syllabus review 
 

Since this course for Spring 2026 is an Asynchronous online course, the following 
is the syllabus made for this class based on the format outlined by the office of 
online courses. 

SYLLABUS and Course Schedule 
 
Read this syllabus very carefully so that you understand what you are expected to do. 
 
Note: Course Schedule is at the end of this syllabus after University Policy Statements. 
 
COURSE OVERVIEW:   

This is a 17-week course from January 5 to April 27, 2026. 

COURSE INFORMATION: 
Course Number: Japanese 334-800 online Asynchronous  

Course Name: Japanese Culture and Civilization 

Course Description: The course presents a descriptive introduction to some selected 
aspects of Japanese culture from ancient times through the 21st Century.  The emphasis 
will be on that of Modern Japan, however.  We will discuss various aspects of today’s Japan 
such as geography, seasons, annual events, society and life, cultural activities, sports, 
religion and business/industry. A historical information of Japan will be embedded in the 
aspects of modern Japan and it will be mentioned as it is necessary to talk about it. 
It should be noted that the materials including videos were made several years ago and 
that thing are changing constantly. This means that certain aspects of what is discussed are 
becoming more similar to those in the West including America. For example, more women 
are now in the labor force (65% of women). Another is the fact that many people have a 
more individualistic mindset as seen in America than collective, which is Japanese 
traditional one.   
 



Credit Hours: 3 hours 

Prerequisites: Japanese 202, or permission of the instructor 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION: 
Instructor:  Sadatoshi Tomizawa 

Email:   

        Office Hours:  
        Since this is an Asynchronous online class, the students have one venue for my Office  
        Hours:  
                             In-person:  

 Location:  
 Days: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday:  Time:  
       Days: Tuesday and Thursday: by appointment only 
 

                  There is no Office Hours by phone on a regular basis but e-mail is always welcome.  
 
COMMUNICATION: 

Questions of a personal nature, such as questions about your grade or anything personal 
intended for the instructor, use your BSU email. The instructor will typically respond to any 
communication within 48 hours of receiving them. 
Preferred method of contact: email and in-person during my office hours. 
When emailing, please include Course Number and Section Number. 
 

TEXTBOOK INFORMATION: 
Since there is hardly any single textbook or book that covers all of the topics my Japanese 
334 covers, no text is required for this course. Instead, the students should focus on three 
sources for this course: (a) Course packet (required) is available at Gameday Spirit / Cardinal 
Fanstore (formerly T.I.S.) located at The Village. You can purchase it online through the website at 
https://www.gamedayspirit.com/collections/ball-state-course-packets/ and may be picked up at the 
store or shipped to you. If the website doesn’t work, contact the store at (765) 282-1811. (b) 
PowerPoint for each topic you see with accompanying my lecture videos, and (c) Selected 
reading materials and YouTube videos relevant to the topics each Module covers, and they 
are in each Module file. It should be noted that most of the videos were produced a few 
years ago including my lecture and those on YouTube. 

COURSE RATIONALE: 
This course will foster an importance of understanding and consideration of others’ ideas 
and values as well as the students’ own in today’s global world.  This advanced course is 
intended to enhance students’ knowledge of the target culture(s) and civilization. 
Emphasis will be placed on developing a critical understanding of the history, geography, 
politics, religion, social practices, education, arts, sports, and so forth of the target 
culture(s). 

https://www.gamedayspirit.com/collections/ball-state-course-packets/


COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
 
There are TWO Objectives for this class: 
 

1. The first and the most important objective is for the student to be a culturally sophisticated 
person as well as a culturally knowledgeable person of Japan, which will continue to be one of 
the most important countries to America in the global world of today. Students are expected 
not only to understand and learn the materials in the course packet and the lecture videos with 
corresponding PowerPoints, but also “to think” and “to react” to them.  In other words, 
students not only learn Japanese culture as it is seen or described but also understand why 
Japanese people do the way they do. For instance, it is one thing to see and know that Japanese 
people bow to each other when they meet (visible), but it is another to understand why they do 
that (invisible). This logic also means you will learn why the Japanese people do not do what 
you do as Americans. OR you might ask, “Why do they do that?”  The basic cultural difference 
between Japan and the U.S. is that Japan is a group-oriented society while the U.S. is 
an individually oriented society, and the essence of this class is to see this difference from 
various aspects of Japanese culture through lecture with PowerPoint and assigned reading and 
video materials. However, here again, it should be noted many Japanese people are becoming 
more individualistic than collective (a group mentality). 

2. The second objective for the students is to see and understand students’ own culture better 
through the studies of the Japanese culture and history. In other words, the students will be 
able to see and understand their own culture more objectively instead of subjectively. 

A person who meets these TWO objectives has a very important role to play in today’s 
complicated “global” world because he/he could be a person: 

a. Who can deal with the Japanese people better both in Japan and in America, 
b. Who can live and work in Japan easier, 
c. Who can be a ‘kind’ of a consultant for other Americans as well as Japanese people. 

 
Thus, the goals of this class for you is to be a person who can do these (a., b., and c.) in the 
future. 
 
REQUIRED TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES: 
Online Resources: A BSU network account for email and CANVAS.   
Software: The only software needed for this course is Microsoft Word and PowerPoint, which will be 
used to view the presentation files in each weekly folder. (This software may be obtained for free if you 
use the web-based Office 365 or at a discount if you want to purchase Office from the BSU Computer 
Store at: http://bsu.edu/computerstore.) 
 
COURSE POLICIES: 

Attendance 
Attendance in Ball State University online classes is measured by your active 
participation in course activities at least once each week, but for this class it is your 
submission of the assignments on time; namely Reaction paper and Quiz for each 

http://cms.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/online/academics/technology/software


module. Be sure to complete your course work as assigned to ensure you are recorded 
as attending the course. 

Participation and Timeliness 
Your regular participation and timeliness are important to your academic success. In 
online courses this takes the form of participation in discussion via forums, and other 
electronic means provided in general, but not for this class. 
As this is an online asynchronous course, it is up to every student to stay on track and 
not fall behind. You must be self-motivated and disciplined to meet all due dates. 
Developing a routine is essential. 
All assignments are expected to be submitted by a specific date.  Assignments 
submitted late may be subject to a reduction in points (20% off), depending on the 
reason for the late submission. See ASSIGNMENTS INFORMATION below. 
 

Etiquette Statement 
Please remember the following in all forms of communication in this course: 

 
• Be mindful to not use language that could be considered strong or offensive.  
• Keep all writings and correspondence as professional as possible. 
• Keep writing to a point and stay on topic. 
• Double-check all writing to make sure that it clearly conveys the exact intended message. 

 
TECHNICAL INFORMATION: 

Become familiar with the class interface before the semester begins and seek help if 
necessary. BSU provides resources to help you. A lack of CANVAS knowledge is not an 
acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work. 

Technical Equipment 
In order for you to be successful in this course, you will need the technology listed in 
the Technology for Online and Distance Education Students. 
 

Technical Assistance 
If you have technical questions, you can contact Ball State's Help Desk. In addition, the 
Help Desk staff has put together many how-to video clips in its Tech Clips section that 
can guide you through many of the most common questions. The helpdesk can be 
contacted at: 1-765-285-1517 or email at helpdesk@bsu.edu. 
 

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
At the end of this course students will be able to: 
 
(1) To understand and explain the basic differences between Collective Society of Japan 
and Individualistic one of the U. S.; 

http://cms.bsu.edu/academics/collegesanddepartments/online/academics/technology
http://bbcrm.edusupportcenter.com/link/portal/8197/8382/ArticleFolder/906/Blackboard-Online-Video-Tutorials
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(2) To know, tell and discuss the basic understanding of various cultural aspects of 
Japanese society in Geography, Season, Annual events, Religion, Ethics, Education, 
Economy, Performing arts, Sports; and  
 
(3) To be able to Apply (1) and (2) to your career and life. 
 

ASSIGNMENTS INFORMATION: 
 
        A very important thing to know about assignments for this asynchronous class is you 
        can do any module any time BUT the due date for each assignment has to be met on time. 
        The due dates are all specified in the schedule at the end of this syllabus. 
 

There are FOUR different kinds of assignments for each Module: 

1. Watching lecture videos with corresponding PowerPoints. 

2. Readings:  the uploaded materials, which are in the module files. 

a. These will help you understand the lecture on video with PowerPoint better. 

b. These will help you write a reaction paper for each module. See below. 

                3. Writing of a short reaction paper for each module. See the directions below – due 
                     the last day of each module. 
 
                4. Taking tests – due the last day of each module, not each week. 
        There are TWO different kinds of tests for each module. One is (a) Multiple-choice  
                    test, and the other is (b) Vocabulary test. 
 
                    a. Multiple-choice test 
            Each module has a set of eight question items based on the contents of the  
                    lecture. Each question has four choices (a., b., c., and d.), and these choices are  
                    made so that a correct answer can be identified only with a good understanding of  
                    the lecture and the course packet. 

 
b. Vocabulary quizzes     
   Each module has a set of approximately 20-30 content vocabulary in Japanese. 
Those content vocabularies will be very useful for you when you talk about Japanese 
culture in Japanese in the future. You will learn them over an audio file uploaded on 
CANVAS with reference to them at end of each module in your course packet.  There 
are two parts in the quiz: First part is from Japanese to English and the Second part 
is the other way around. The following is the procedure of this assignment: 
             Learning: 

i. Open the Vocabular audio file on CANVAS. 
ii. Find the module you need to work on.  



iii. Hear the list of vocabular and practice it in any way you want.     
 

                                   Taking quiz by the Monday when the next module starts 
iv. Open the question audio file on CANVAS.  
v. Before playing the question audio, prepare a Word sheet to write 

your answer on it with your name on top of the sheet.  
vi. Play the question audio. You will hear how many questions are for 

each part.  
vii. Put question numbers from 1 to ---- for First part and from 1 to ---- for 

Second part.  
viii. As you hear the question audio, put your answer on the Word sheet.  
ix. Save your answer.  
x. Send it to the instructor by e-mail attachment. 

 
         Notes:  The vocabulary test is not supposed to be an open-book one. 
 
     It should be noted that an early submission of the tests for each module is acceptable, but a  
     late one is not (which gets a 20%-point deduction from what the test deserves). 

 
Besides those assignments described above, two different kinds of paper are required: 

A. Short reaction paper (3. under ASSIGNMENTS INFORMATION above):  a total of 10 
papers (a maximum of 10 points for each paper): 100 points in total out of a max of 210 for 
this class. The paper should be uploaded on CANVAS. 

Students are expected to write a short “philosophical” reaction paper to each module 
indicated on the schedule sheet. Your paper needs to be uploaded on CANVAS, not by 
e-mail. 

The purpose for this assignment for the students is to show the instructor how you 
see and think about (a) what you have heard/discussed in class and (b) what you have 
read elsewhere such as books, journal articles, and Internet articles. You need to write 
on any of the topics of each chapter. For the format of each paper, see below. 
 
The paper should be type-written, single-spaced, and 12 size of character.  It has to 
be just one full page. Each chapter reaction paper is due on the Sunday of the 
Module. See Course Calendar for dates. A late paper earns only a 80% of it deserves. 
Each paper has to have one good reference material, from which you need a quote or 
two in the paper in Italics. Add the source of the reference at the end of your paper. 
The purpose of such material is so that the student gets a correct and better 
understanding of the topic she/he has chosen and that a better paper can be written 
as a reaction paper. Any reading material is fine as long as it provides you correct and 
sufficient information on the topic you have chosen.        



Each paper has to have the following format and each part of the paper needs to be 
specified; namely, a. Introduction, b. Description of the topic, c. Discussion: 

a. Introduction (a max of 2 points out of 10 for this part of the paper): 
Tell (a) what you are going to write about (topic) and (b) why (reason) you chose the 
topic followed by (c) a statement of your claim, position, or a belief for the 
topic.  Below see some of the ways to write this part (c): 

i. I believe that Japanese education system sounds great but it does not work in 
the U.S., and I am going to justify that. 
 
ii. I do not think that American people are fully aware that the 
Japanese animations are a good representation of the core of Japanese culture, 
and I will explain why. 
 
iii. I would say Christmas in Japan is a joke and even disgrace to Christianity, and I 
am going to write why I feel that. 
 
The following is NOT a claim: 
-I am going to write about----------------. 
-I am going to write my thoughts/idea about -------------. 
-I am going to compare ---A--- and ----B----.   
 

b. Description of the topic (a max of 3 points out of 10 for this part of the paper):  
Write a precise and clear description of your specific topic expressed in the 
introduction. This part shows your good understanding of the topic supported by your 
reference material(s). 

       c. Discussion of your claim, position, or belief you mentioned in the introduction (a max of  
           5 points out of 10 for this part of the paper):  

Develop a cohesive discussion to justify what you stated as your claim in (c) above. 
This part has to be written logically or philosophically. This body section has to have 
at least one quote or reference remarks in Italics from the article you read. This 
discussion part should end with your concluding statement in one sentence or two. 

See some samples of a typical “A” level paper (9-10 points out of 10) in the Module 1 
folder in the Course Content area.  They are all written by some of my former students. 
Some of them do not have a required heading of a. Introduction, b. Description of the 
topic, c. Discussion, however, for this semester they are required. 

         Note: A plagiarized (even partially) paper does not get any points after confirming it with  
                   the student. 
 

B. Final Research Paper 



This paper is a “research” paper on any aspects of Japan or Japanese society. At least 
three “good” reference materials have to be used with proper citations and/or 
quotations. Any materials used for this class (handouts, the course packet, and the 
reference book) can be used, but they are not counted as research reference 
materials. The length of the paper should be at least 7 pages and up to around 10 
pages including Reference, but excluding Appendix if any. The paper should be type-
written, single-spaced, and 12 size of character. APA Format is required.  The 
maximum points for this paper are 20, 10% of your final grade. 

A research paper proposal is required and it needs to be approved by the instructor 
before starting it. (Deadline: Sunday, April 5) It has to have the following:    

i. Why you chose the topic.   
ii. How you conduct the research and possibilities of getting relevant materials.    
iii. Anticipated results/outcome of the research 

 
The final paper has to have the following standard format: 

i. Cover page: title of the paper, your name, course number and title, and date 
ii. Introduction: why you chose the topic and how you did your research (one half 
a page or one page long) 
iii. Body: presentation of the data, discussion of them, and your thoughts on the 
research (6-8 pages) 
iv. Concluding remark: a short final statement of your research findings (one half 
a page to one page) 
v. A list of reference materials (at least 3 articles with a clear source information.) 
iv. Appendix: for an excessive data presentation such as pictures, graphs, tables, 
etc. 
  
These have to be in the paper; namely: Introduction, Body, and Concluding 
remark. 
 
Note: Final research paper should be uploaded on CANVAS and it is due on 
Monday, April 27, the last day of class. 
 
 

I will do my best to have all assignments graded within 72 hours of due date. 
All feedback on grades, including points, will be available to you in CANVAS under the My  
Grades area within the course. 
 

POINT DISTRIBUTION OF ASSIGNMENTS: 

Quizzes/Papers Points 

Multiple-choice tests 80 



Vocabulary quiz 20 

Reaction Papers (10 
worth 5 points each) 100 

Final Research Paper 10 

Total Points 210 

  
Final GRADING SCALE: 

Percentage Points Grade 

100-90% 210-190 A/A- 

89-80 189-170 B+/B/B- 

79-70 169-150 C+/C/C- 

69-60 149-130 D+/D/D- 

Below 60 Below 130 F 

        
Important University Policies: 
AI Statement: 
There are situations and contexts within this course where you will be asked to use AI tools to 
explore how they can be used.  Outside of those circumstances, you are discouraged from using 
AI tools to generate content (text, video, audio, images) that will end up in any student work 
(assignments, activities, responses, etc) that is part of your evaluation in this course. Any 
student  work submitted using AI tools should clearly indicate what work is the student’s work 
and what part is generated by the AI.  In such cases, no more than 25% of the student work 
should be generated by AI.  If any part of this is confusing or uncertain, please reach out to me 
for a conversation before submitting your work. 

Students with Disabilities 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as 
soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with 
disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any 
accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or 
dsd@bsu.edu.  

Ball State University’s Statement of Diversity 

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and 
student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome 
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those 
we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence 
Pledge. For Bias Incident Response information, please click here or e-mail reportbias@bsu.edu. 

mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/about/beneficence
https://www.bsu.edu/campuslife/multicultural-center/bias-incident-reporting
mailto:reportbias@bsu.edu


 
Posting of Class Materials by Students 
 
According to university policy, students may not reproduce, distribute, or publicly post their 
course materials without the instructor’s permission. 
 

Academic Honesty 
 
Academic honesty is extremely important for one’s own learning and for ensuring fairness 
among students in any course, as well as for developing and maintaining a strong sense of 
integrity throughout one’s life.  Any suspected incidents of academic dishonesty will be pursued 
in accordance with university policy, as explained in the BSU Student Handbook. Examples of 
such dishonesty include, but are not limited to, giving or receiving assistance on exams, copying 
homework, plagiarism in papers or projects, submitting the same work (e.g. a paper) for two 
courses, submitting the work of another as one’s own, and so on.    Please see me if you have 
any questions about what is or is not acceptable.    
--------------         --------------     ---------------     ----------------     ----------------      -------------- 

Course Schedule 
Japanese 334 

Fall Semester 2024 
Notes:   
1. There are 10 Modules in 16 weeks. Follow the schedule below as class progresses. 
2. Tests & Reaction paper are due on Sunday of the last week of each Module. 
        Ex.: Since Module 1 is from Monday 1/5 to Sunday 1/18, the due date of them is Sunday  
                1/18.  For the rest of the due dates, see in the schedule below. 
3.   An early submission is acceptable, but a late one is not (which gets a 20% grade  
               deduction from what the assignment work deserves). 
        Ex. If the grade for a late reaction paper is 9 points out of 10, it gets 7.2 point: 9 X 80%=7.2. 
4.  No special break day(s) does affect the schedule since this is an online asynchronous class. 
 
Week 1:    Module 1 
                   Monday, January 5 – Sunday January 11    
   
Week 2:    Module 1 continued 
                   Monday, January 12 – Sunday, January 18 (Module 1 assignments due, 1/18) 
             
Week 3:    Module 2 continued 
       Monday, January 19 – Sunday, January 25 (Module 2 assignments due, 1/25) 
   
Week 4:    Module 3 
                   Monday, January 26 – Sunday, February 1 (Module 3 assignments due, 2/1) 
 



Week 5:    Open Week   
                   Monday, February 2 – Sunday, February 8  
   
Week 6:   Module 4  
                  Monday, February 9 – Sunday, February 15 (Module 4 assignments due, 2/15) 
       
Week 7:    Module 5  
                   Monday, February 16– Sunday, February 22 (Module 5 Quizzes/Reaction paper due,  
                     2/22) 
      
Week 8:    Module 6 
                   Monday, February 23 – Sunday, March 1  
   
Week 9:   Module 6 continued  
                  Monday, March 2 – Sunday, March 8 (Module 6 assignments due, 3/8) 
             
Week 10:  OPEN Week  
                   Monday, March 9 – Sunday, March 15  
   
Week 11:   Module 7  
                    Monday, March 16 – Sunday, March 22   
   
Week 12:   Module 7 continued   
                    Monday, March 23 – Sunday, March 29 (Module 7 assignments due, 3/29) 
            
Week 13:   Module 8  
                    Monday, March 30 – Sunday, April 5  (Module 8 assignments due, 4/5) 
                       4/5: Final Research paper proposal due  
Week 14:   Module 9   
                    Monday, April 6 – Sunday, April 12 (Module 9 assignments due, 4/12) 
   
Week 15:   Module 10   
                    Monday, April 13 – Sunday, April 19 (Module 10 assignments due, 4/19) 
   
Week 16:   Open Week 
                  Monday, April 20 – Sunday, April 26 
      
Week 17:  Monday, April 27: Last day of class – 4/27: Final Research paper due 
                   Exam week December 10-13 - NO FINAL EXAM for this class. 
 
 

 


