VOICE LESSON/MASTERCLASS SYLLABUS


SPRING 2026
Studio Masterclass: Monday 4-6 p.m. 
Lesson time arranged – WQ 006


Musical Theatre Option
Department of Theatre and Dance
College of Fine Arts
Ball State University
Elizabeth Truitt- Instructor	
bmtruitt@bsu.edu
765-285-7363
WQ 006		Office Hours: By Appointment

REQUIRED 
MATERIALS:             1 three ring binder, journal, pencil, water bottle
                                    
COURSE 
OBJECTIVES:	This studio performance course is worth 1 credit hour. Each hour of                                                                                  credit includes weekly:
-45 minute lesson
-2 hour masterclass (Lab)
-10 minute accompanist time
- Unspecified outside work in the form of practice and song preparation, listening
  and research

Upon completion of this course, each student should be able to …
			1. Demonstrate proper vocal technique.
			2. Understand musical theatre genres and styles.
			3. Present materials from the musical theatre repertoire.
	4. Each semester of study will be focused on selecting repertoire appropriate to each individual that either works towards a specific vocal improvement or as it may pertain to future roles, concerts, cabarets, etc… as well as building a book of repertoire for professional auditions.

EVALUATION:	Evaluation will be based on attendance, participation, journals, assignments, and juried performances.

ASSIGNMENTS:	JOURNALS: Students are expected to keep weekly journals that detail practice schedules and observations about their progress.

	SONG PREPARATION SHEETS will be assigned for all repertoire- you will not sing if you do not have these uploaded to Canvas. 

ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENTS AS NECESSARY
Will be uploaded to Canvas- Due Dates and Specifics will be notated there
REPERTOIRE:	Students are expected to learn a variety of repertoire representative of all periods, genres and styles of musical theatre. Repertoire will be guided/determined by the voice instructor. 


MASTERCLASS:	Each student will have the opportunity to perform and work songs in front of their respective voice studio. This class is not only for performers to gain experience and refine their performance, but for those watching to develop critical observation skills. There will be a schedule of when you will sing however, students should always be prepared to sing at every class, just in case. 
	*No device (cell phones, laptops, etc…) will be allowed during class. Each student will have a notebook/pen and will be expected to take notes. Be prepared to turn in these notes.   

VOICE JURY:	Students are required to participate in a juried performance in front of faculty. Juries will be at the end of the semester. One song will be chosen from a list of prepared pieces which the student will submit prior to the voice jury. Freshman will be responsible for three musical theatre selections in the Fall and four musical theatre selections in the Spring. Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors will be responsible for five musical theatre selections each semester. Appropriate attire (think professional audition) is expected. 

GRADING:	-Lessons equal 1/3 of your grade and will be based on attendance (both for lessons and accompanist times), preparedness and productivity 
-Studio Class equals 1/3 of your grade and will be based on attendance, participation, and preparedness 
-Jury and Assignments equal 1/3 of your grade and will consist of Song Prep Sheets, additional assignments and preparedness for Jury

Minimum Grade Policy: The lowest acceptable grade in a course for credit toward a major or minor in Theatre or Dance is C.  Any student receiving a C- or lower must retake the course in order to receive credit towards a major or minor in the department. 

GENERAL 
EXPECTATIONS:	A professional and courteous attitude toward instructors, accompanists, and peers is expected at all times. 

Students are expected to be on time and fully prepared for every class, lesson, and accompanist time. Students will provide digital copies of their music to the accompanist for rehearsal purposes. Not showing up or missing your lesson time or accompanist time without communication beforehand will result in the immediate lowering of your final grade by 10 points. If you miss 3 or more accompanist times without the required communication your grade will be lowered by a letter. 

Communication - the best way to reach me is via text or email. You are responsible for the content of any email I send to you 24 hours after it is sent, including your need to reply to that email if that is necessary.

Outside study - as your teacher I have an ethical, moral, professional, artistic, legal, and educational responsibility for your progress as a singer. Furthermore, professional norms and standards are clear that no teacher should teach the students of another teacher without the primary teacher’s consent. To that end, no outside study with any other teacher is permitted without my express permission. 


ATTENDANCE:	 
No student can miss more than one full week of classes (2 T/R classes, 3 M/W/F classes, or 1 class for those courses that meet only once a week).  If you miss more than one week, you will be asked to withdraw from the class. Excused absences are ONLY allowed for the following:  religious holiday; death in the family (amount of days per University handbook), pregnancy, jury duty, active military duty, travel for University business as documented by an official Ball State Travel Notice; and an EXTENDED and DOCUMENTED absence related to illness or health issues (mono, broken leg, pneumonia, etc.) and recurring absences due to mental health issues as documented by a letter from Disability Services. If this category of absences causes your TOTAL absences from the class to rise above 4, you will be deemed unable to fully complete the work required to earn credit for this course, and you will be asked to withdraw from the course. The instructor will be sure that such situations are remedied with solutions that do not impact your GPA (an Incomplete or, in rare cases, a late withdrawal). The instructor will work with you to lay out clear expectations regarding how the course work will be completed.


.			
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:	
Academic dishonesty involves intentional violations of procedures that protect the integrity of the coursework completed by a student. For more information about academic dishonesty, visit the Student Academic Ethics Policy website, 
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/ StudentCode/VIIEthicsPolicy.aspx


CONDUCT:		
Voice lessons often require the instructor to touch or be in close physical proximity to students in order to adjust/align the body.  Any physical contact used will be demonstrated in a functional and professional manner in order to help the student better understand corrections concerning proper vocal technique.  The instructor will always verbally request student consent before touching them. If, for whatever reason, being touched or physically adjusted is not part of a student’s learning process or makes them uncomfortable, please let the course instructor know as soon as possible so that accommodations can be made. If a student is uncomfortable speaking with the instructor, they should contact the departmental Associate Chair, Tyler Smith (tasmith2@bsu.edu).

Students will conduct themselves in a manner that is appropriate for class and in line with standards set forth by Ball State University and the Department of Theatre and Dance. Read more about Ball State’s Code of Conduct at 

http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/VCodeConduct.aspx



DSD OFFICE: 	If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as expressed in our Beneficence Pledge and through university resources found here. 






















Please sign below and upload this page to the Canvas Assignment.




Voice Lesson / Masterclass Agreement




I, ___________________________, have read the above syllabus for this class.  I understand that if I have any questions I am to see my Professor, Beth Truitt.  By signing this contract, I acknowledge that I know what is expected of me in this class as well as what the consequences are for not following the rules.


Student Signature_____________________________________

Date_______________

