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SPAA 633 
NEUROGENIC DISORDERS 2
SPRING 2026

	Instructor: Melissa McGrath, PhD, CCC-SLP Speech Pathology & Audiology (SPAA)
Ball State University, Muncie 47306

	Email: mamcgrath@bsu.edu
	Telephone: (765) 285-8163

	Meeting Times: T/R 9:30 – 10:45
	Office: HB 408

	Meeting Location: HB103
	Mailbox: HB 402

	Graduate Assistant: Makenna Bauer, AUD student
	Office Hours: By Appointment (please email to schedule)



course information

Catalog Course Description
Advanced study of neuroanatomy/neurophysiology of traumatic brain injuries and progressive diseases, including normal aging and cognitive functions; assessment and management of neurocognitive impairments, dementia, and dysarthria. Open only to SLP graduate students or permission of the department chairperson.
Instructor Course Descriptions: General breakdown of graduate neurogenic courses is as follows: 
Neuro 1 (Fall): Neuroanatomy/ physiology at macro level; neurophysiology of language; vascular disorders, aphasia, right hemisphere dysfunction assessment and treatment- specific motor speech disorders (primarily differential dx btw apraxia and aphasia)
Neuro 2 (Spring): Neuroanatomy/physiology at micro level; neurophysiology of motor speech and cognition; Cognitive/ communication disorders across the lifespan that includes assessment/ treatment of TBI/ dementia and neurodegenerative conditions; specific motor speech disorders- (primarily dysarthria subtype; assessment & management)

See specific course objectives below.

Course Readings, materials, & Resources
In addition to the below texts, assigned readings and other resources will be posted or linked on Canvas.
RECOMMENDED TEXTS: 
Bayles, K., McCullough, K., & Tomoeda, C. (2020).  Cognitive-Communication Disorders of MCI and Dementia: Definition, Assessment, and Clinical Management; 3rd edition.  ISBN13: 978-1-63550-060-8 
Ostergren, J. (2018). Cognitive Rehabilitation Therapy for Traumatic Brain Injury: A Guide for Speech-Language Pathologists; 1st edition. ISBN13: 978-1-59756-789-3  
Freed, D. (2020) Motor Speech Disorders: Diagnosis and Treatment; 3rd edition. ISBN13: 978-1-63550-095-0 (2025 edition in print)

[bookmark: h.d8jj0dvqphqx]course requirements & methods of evaluating students

Grades are based on the following:
· 3 exams -- objective and case based/essay –
a. Exam 1= 100 points
b. Exam 2 = 100 points
c. Final Exam  = 150 points
· Group Presentations =100 points
· Clinical Resource guides (2-3 throughout the semester dependent upon class needs) = 75 points each
· MoCA Training= 50 points
· ASHA Motor Speech Course = 30 points
· Case Studies/Assignments – TBD 

GRADE DETERMINATION: All available points will receive equal weight. The number of points will be converted into a percentage to determine your final grade as follows:
A	95-100%		A-	90-94%			B+	86-89%
	B	83-85%			B-	80-82%			C+	76-79%
	C	73-75%			C-	70-72			D+	68-69%
D	62-67%			D-	60-61%			F	59% or lower
Opportunities for Remediation                                                                                                                                                       Students that have not demonstrated sufficient knowledge & skills acquisitions on formal assessments & projects will be provided the opportunity to write a report or complete a remediation project in the target area. When remediation is indicated, the student must arrange a conference with the instructor to submit a remediation plan in writing. The student must achieve >80% score on the final project to be considered successful in the area. Successful completion of the ASHA Standards Remediation process will not result in a course grade change.
If remediation work is not completed by the end of the course, a grade of “incomplete” will be submitted. The student will then have 6 weeks to complete the remaining remediation. It is possible that further remediation may be required, even though the student has a passing grade in the class.

SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Students will demonstrate knowledge regarding: 
1. Etiologies & characteristics of the dysarthrias, acquired apraxia of speech (AOS), traumatic brain injury (TBI) and dementia. 
2. The principles and methods of prevention & assessment including the evaluation of the type and severity of dysarthria/AOS, TBI, and dementia impact of environmental factors on communication effectiveness, prognosis, quality of life, and functional outcomes.  
3. Evidence-based practices regarding the restoration of and compensation for dementia, dysarthria/AOS, and TBI secondary to a neurogenic event. 
4. Demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively, recognizing the needs, values, preferred mode of communication, and cultural/linguistic background of the patient, family, caregivers, and relevant others. 
5. Independently formulate assessment protocols and measurable treatment goals for individuals with neurocognitive and motor speech disorders. 
 ASHA Standards for Certification The following table summarizes the ASHA Standards for Certification (2020), related course objectives, & remediation goals. A complete list of standards can be found here.

	ASHA Standards for Certification (2020)
	Course Objectives
	Assessment Methods & Criterion
	Remediation

	Standard IV-B 
The applicant must have demonstrated knowledge of basic human communication & swallowing processes, including the appropriate biological, neurological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, & linguistic & cultural bases. 
	Demonstrate knowledge of biological, neurological, and cultural bases of individuals with neurocognitive and motor speech disorders.
	Perform at 80% or better on the assignments related to biological, neurological, and/or multicultural bases.
	Meet with instructor to discuss deficit areas. Complete a similar assignment within 2 weeks of receiving grade.

	Standard IV-C
The applicant must have demonstrated knowledge of communication and swallowing disorders and differences, including the appropriate etiologies, characteristics, and anatomical/physiological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and linguistic and cultural correlates in the following areas [includes voice, including respiration, language, and cognitive and social aspects of communication].
	Demonstrate knowledge of the etiologies, characteristics, anatomical/ physiological, biological, psychological, neurological, and cultural bases of individuals with neurocognitive and motor speech disorders.
	Perform at 80% or better on exams and assignments.
	Meet with instructor to discuss deficit areas. Complete a similar assignment within 2 weeks of receiving grade.

	Standard IV-E 
The applicant must have demonstrated knowledge of standards of ethical conduct.
	Demonstrate a working knowledge of the ethical issues that may arise when working with individuals with neurocognitive and motor speech disorders.
	Perform at 80% or better on quizzes.
	Take a similar examination within 2 weeks of receiving grade on original exam.

	Standard IV-F
The applicant must have demonstrated knowledge of processes used in research and of the integration of research principles into evidence-based clinical practice.

	Be an informed consumer of research and evidence-based practices regarding the restoration of and compensation for TBI, dementia, and motor speech disorders. 

	Perform at 80% or better on exams, treatment presentation, and assignments.
	Meet with instructor to discuss deficit areas. Complete a similar assignment within 2 weeks of receiving grade.

	Standard IV-G 
The applicant must have demonstrated knowledge of professional contemporary issues.
	Demonstrate familiarity with contemporary professional issues in speech-language pathology.

	Perform at 80% or better on assignments related to contemporary professional issues including culturally appropriate evaluation and treatment.
	Meet with instructor to identify area(s) in which knowledge is lacking. Develop a remediation plan including assigned readings. 

	Standard V-A
The applicant must have demonstrated skills in oral & written or other forms of communication sufficient for entry into professional practice
	Demonstrate oral & written communication skills sufficient for entry into professional practice.
	Perform at 80% or better on verbal presentation and written summary.
	Meet with instructor to review written and verbal communication.  Revise projects & submit within 2 weeks.




Course statements & Policies
1. This course will be based on examinations, quizzes, course discussions and presentations.  Most exams in this course are take-home in nature. For this reason, late submissions for exams will not be accepted. 

2. Exams and assignments will cover class lectures, handouts, readings, and discussions.  Students are responsible for obtaining information if they miss class.  Since this course is a very technical course attendance is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.

3. Please be respectful of other classmates and the instructor by refraining from extraneous talking with your neighbors during class.  Please refrain from texting and e-mailing during class times as well. 

4. Homework, assignments, and quizzes will be given throughout the semester.  These assignments will be worth 5-50 points each.  An assignment not turned in by the due date will be docked 10 % every day it is late.

5. If you have extenuating circumstances and are absent for a quiz or assignment, notify me   
as soon as possible so that arrangements can be made within 5 days of the absence.

university Policies
University Statement:  We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome, through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 
Freedom of Expression:  In this course, we are committed to fostering a learning environment that values intellectual diversity, encourages free expression, and promotes open inquiry. As members of the Ball State Community, we treat each person in the Ball State community with civility, courtesy, compassion, and dignity and respect and learn from differences in people, ideas, and opinions. Please review Ball State University’s Statement on Freedom of Expression, the resources on Ball State’s Freedom of Expression webpage, and Ball State’s Beneficence Pledge. 
Title IX:  Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu   
As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class discussions, assignments, or private conversations.
What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to meet with the Title IX Coordinator,
· Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the policy, and discuss options to move forward.
· If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following University policy.

Student Academic Ethics Policy: Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance, Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on understanding academic integrity, citing sources properly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty. To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University Student Academic Ethics Policy. 
Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage (cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations include but are not limited to:  
· Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, AI tools, hidden notes, and open books) 
· Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero, StudyPool, OneClass, etc.). 
· Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).
· Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects. 
· Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not. 
· Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section. 
· Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing) 
· Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam. 
· Soliciting others to complete work for you.

No Use of Generative AI Permitted 
· All work conducted and/or submitted in this course must be your own, completed in accordance with the Ball State University’s Student Academic Ethics Policy. You may not collaborate with or make use of ChatGPT or any other generative AI applications at any time to develop materials submitted in this course. 


Student Support Services
The Learning Center
The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. Students can make appointments for online (Zoom) or in-person (NQ 350) appointments. To make an appointment, visit myballstate.bsu.edu and click on “Navigate” in the Academic Tools section, or just go directly to bsu.navigate.eab.com. 
Disability Services 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as possible. The Office of Disability Services coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.
The Writing Center
All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295 during weekdays, Bracken Library First Floor West in the evenings, or online during any of our regularly scheduled hours) to get additional feedback on your writing. 
The Writing Center offers free planning, feedback, and accountability sessions (in person and online) to all students composing essays, reports, reflections, research projects, web content, lesson plans, slideshows, poster presentations, resumes, and other digital or print texts. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available; however, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!

The Basic Needs Hub
If you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place to sleep, and/or experiencing an emergency or crisis, help is available through the Basic Needs Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to students.  To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance, or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form. 

The Counseling Center 
The Ball State University Counseling Center offers free and confidential services to all students. The Counseling Center is located in Lucina Hall, Room 320. To schedule an appointment, you can contact us at 765-285-1736. Ball State also offers a 24/7 Crisis Line, which can be reached at 765-285-HOPE (4673). The Crisis Line is a mental health resource for those who are struggling with any mental health concerns, including thoughts of self-harm and/or suicide. 
At the Ball State Counseling Center, we see students for a variety of reasons, some of which include homesickness, relationship concerns, anxiety, and depression. At your first appointment, you will work with a therapist to create a plan that will connect you with resources that best fit your needs. We assist students with getting connected to therapy at our Center as well as connecting students to self-help resources, other on-campus resources, and community-based resources. All Ball State students also have access to several on-demand, self-help resources through a variety of different platforms. All of these resources, including a direct link to our website, can be found here.
The Speaking Center  
The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and refine your message.  

The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room 302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom.  Appointments are available in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive speaking environment.

canvas & student privacy

Canvas Accessibility
Canvas provides a user experience that is easy, simple, and intuitive. Special attention has been paid to making Canvas screen-readable. The Rich Content Editor encourages users to create accessible content pages (i.e. text formatting is accomplished using styles). Canvas is designed to allow limited customization of colors and schemes to be accessible for all users. The National Federation of the Blind granted Canvas the Gold Level Web Certification in 2010. 
Find more information by visiting the Canvas Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT). 

FERPA and Privacy
As a student, your educational records are considered confidential. Under FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), your records are confidential and protected. Under most circumstances, your records will not be released without your written and signed consent. However, some directory information may be released to third parties without your prior consent unless a written request to restrict this is on file. You can learn more about student rights to privacy by reading Ball State's FERPA and Privacy and Protection. 


Subject to change statement

Please note: The course schedule and policies are subject to change based upon class needs.  Any changes will be announced in class and/or Canvas. 

See separate document for course schedule.







