SPRING 2026 — ENGLISH 285-6— INTRO TO CREATIVE WRITING (3 CREDITS)

Brian D. Mottison, bdmortison@bsu.edu Office: Robert Bell 281 or Remote
Class: 285-6 @10-10:50 in RB 113 Office Hours: TR 10-12 pm (by appt.)

COURSE DESCRIPTION: English 285 is an introduction to
writing poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction. The course will
focus on development of writing craft, obtainment of a
critical/literary vocabulary, and a reading, examination, and
discussion of established authors. This class will be centered in
active learning. You will read a great amount of excellent
material; you will write a great amount, and you will strive to
make it excellent. I will attempt to spark and develop your
creativity. To that end, you will create your own original
poems, stories, and essays.

You will need a bit of piuck. A bit of persistent conrage. Why?

* To create original work. Or as Douglas Adams, says, “Writing is easy. You only need to stare at a
piece of blank paper until your forehead bleeds.”

* To take constructive criticism. If you want to improve, you will need to listen to the feedback on
your writing. You will receive workshop feedback from peers, and I will often give written and
verbal comments. Be sure to ask me if you do not understand my suggestions.

* To keep going. To revise and revise and revise! Art is never finished—professional writers know
this. In the words of Samuel Beckett, “Fail. Fail again. Fail better.”

REQUIRED TEXT AND MATERIALS:
» Janet Burroway: Imaginative Writing: The Elements of Craft (4 Edition)
= A reliable source of internet and a word processing program (Microsoft Word is preferred)

GRADE BREAKDOWN:

Assignment Point Value Due Date
Participation 10% of Final Grade Daily

Homework Exercises 10% of Final Grade (10 worth 10 pts. each) See schedule below
Reading Quizzes 10% of Final Grade (10 worth 10 pts. each) See Course Schedule
Workshop Sessions 10% of Final Grade (5 worth 20 pts. each) See Course Schedule
Writing Assignments 50% of Final Grade (5 Major Assignments) See Course Schedule
Final Portfolio 10% of Final Grade 5/1/26

Participation (10%): Daily activity in the classroom is essential for maintaining a cohesive and productive
learning environment. Daily participation in the course is, thus, required. If you're unable to matke it to class
and have a reasonable excuse (see the attendance policy below), please contact me about either attending on Zoom or making
up conrsework. Every unexccused absence after Five will result in a ten-point reduction of the course Participation grade.

Homework Excercises (10%): These assignments will be smaller writing tasks linked to course readings and
should be turned in through Canvas. We’ll open most weeks with these imaginative writing assignments.
More detailed prompts will be provided on Canvas.

Reading Qnizzes (10%): Quizzes will be given nearly every week and will cover the reading for the entire
week. If you’re doing the reading, you’ll be in good shape. Understand, though, that reading requires
more than putting eyes on texts. You should practice active reading and take notes as you go.


mailto:bdmorrison@bsu.edu

Workshop Sessions (10%): Five times this semester, you will be asked to comment on the work of other
students, and others will be asked to provide feedback for your work, as well. Potential points will be
granted based on comments you provide to other students.

Writing Assignments (50%): In addition to the smaller homework journals and other activities, you will
complete five major assignments, as well. See the table below for the major Writing Assignments (WAs):

Writing Assignment Point Value (500 total) Due Date
WA 1: Free Verse Poem 100 Points (or 10% of overall grade) 1/30/26
WA 2: Prose Poem 100 Points (or 10% of overall grade) 2/13/26
WA 3: Creative Nonfiction Essay 100 Points (or 10% of overall grade) 3/20/26
WA 4: Fictional Short Story 100 Points (or 10% of overall grade) 4/10/26
WA 5: One Substantial Revision 100 Points (or 10% of overall grade) 5/1/26

Final Portfolio (20%): As this is essentially the course final exam, I’'m looking for thorough and thoughtful
work. Fach of the WAs should be represented here, and each should correspond with various revision
strategies given to you throughout the semester.

FINAL LETTER GRADE SCALE:

A (93-100%) / A- (90-92%) / B+ (88-89%) / B (83-87%) / B- (80-82%) / C+ (78-79%)
C (73-77%) / C- (70-72%) / D+ (68-69%) / D (63-67%) /D- (60-62%) / F (<59%)

ENGLISH 285 COURSE POLICIES

Alttendance Policy: Attendance is obligatory in this class. Contact me prior to the start of class about an
absence, and I will excuse it @ . If I don’t hear from you prior to the start of class, your absence will
count as unexcused. You will have five “free” unexcused absences that do not impact your overall
course grade. There may be days where you are ill, have other responsibilities, or simply do not wish to
come to class. I would recommend attempting to save your five free absences for unexpected

occasions. Each unexcused absence after the free five will result in a loss of a third of a letter grade (A
— A-, B+—B).

Missed or Late Work: Missed work can be made up only if you contact me about your situation. I do not
need to know the reason(s) why assignments are missed, but I do ask you keep me informed of your
progress in the course. If you need a mental or physical health day off, please email me to let me know. I
will work with you to help keep you on track with assignments.

Computer Responsibilities: We will all rely on technology to complete English 285 this semester. If you have
concerns or if you lose internet or computer access, please contact me immediately so we may discuss
potential needs for assighment extensions. You can phone the I'T Help Desk at 765-285-1517.

Diversity Statement: Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty,
staff and student body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community are
welcome through our practice of valuing the various experiences and world views of those we serve. We
promote a culture of respect and civil discourse as evident in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident
Response service information, go to bsu.edu/multiculturalcenter/bias or e-mail mc2(@bsu.edu.

FERPA: The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act protects your privacy as a student; university
personnel and faculty are not permitted to share information about your academic progress with anyone
outside the university (e.g., your parents) without your permission.
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Office Hours and Appointments: 1 will only hold appointments remotely using Zoom. My primary office
hours: TR from 10-12. A/ meetings need appointments. 1 may also be available by appt. outside these hours.

Non-discrimination Statement: Ball State University is committed to fostering and promoting a healthy
learning community. All students will be treated with respect, tolerance, and equality regardless of race,
religion, ethnicity, national origin, disability, sexual orientation, gender, age, or economic status. If for any
reason a student feels discriminated against in the classroom based on these differences, he/she should
contact the professor or the department chair. The Office of University Compliance or the Office of
Student Rights and Community Standards may be contacted if the student is not satisfied with the results
of meeting with the professor or department chair. The Ball State University community believes in the
strength of diversity and recognizes the importance of appreciating equality.

On this note, if you have a preferred pronoun, please let me know immediately.

Title IX: Ball State University is committed to providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all
students. If you or someone you know has experienced sexual harassment—including sexual assault,
dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking, please know that you are not alone. The University offers
support services and resources. For more information or to report an incident, please visit bsu.edu/titleix
or contact the Title IX Coordinator at 765-285-1545 or at titleix@bsu.edu.

As your instructor, I am a mandatory reporter under the Title IX policy and required to report
any information I receive about possible sexual harassment. This includes information shared in class
discussions, assighments, or private conversations.

What happens after I report? The Title IX Coordinator will email the person who experienced
sexual harassment (complainant) and invite them to schedule a meeting. If the complainant chooses to
meet with the Title IX Coordinator,

- Title IX Coordinator will offer supportive measures (e.g., counseling, extensions on deadlines, course-
related adjustments, changes to work or class schedules, and/or referrals to campus offices), review the
policy, and discuss options to move forward.

- If a complaint is filed by the complainant or the University, an investigation will begin following
University policy.

University Grade Appeal Policy: 1f you believe you received a final course grade that does not reflect your
performance due to fairness or a procedural issue, you have the right to file an appeal within 5 school
days after final grades are posted by the Office of the Registrar. Review the University Grade Appeal
Policy and Process.

Student Academic Ethics Policy: Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the
university community. Academic dishonesty and other forms of academic misconduct threaten the
foundation of an institution dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and will not be tolerated. To maintain
its credibility and reputation, and to equitably assign evaluations of scholastic and creative performance,
Ball State University is committed to maintaining a climate that upholds and values the highest standards
of academic integrity. Visit the VPAA’s academic integrity website (Students tab) for resources on
understanding academic integrity, citing sources propetly, and avoiding inadvertent academic dishonesty.
To learn about BSU’s academic integrity expectations and students’ rights, please read the University
Student Academic Ethics Policy.

Academic integrity violations include giving or receiving an unfair academic advantage
(cheating), presenting someone else’s ideas or work as your own (plagiarism), and falsifying academic
records. Unless otherwise indicated, you must work independently by yourself. Check with me if you are
unsure whether something constitutes academic dishonesty. Examples of academic integrity violations
include but are not limited to:

- Using resources not authorized by the faculty member (including devices, Al tools, hidden notes, and



open books)

- Using commercial study websites to find answers to graded assignments (Chegg, Course Hero,
StudyPool, OneClass, etc.).

- Without the instructor’s written permission, giving away, buying, or selling graded assignments class
notes, exams, study guides, or other course materials to other students or to third-party vendors (Course
Hero, Chegg, 24HourAnswers, etc.).

- Working with another person on any assignment other than authorized group projects.

- Sharing or allowing others to access your files, whether done with permission or not.

- Reusing your own work from another semester, course, or section.

- Sharing answers with others during exams (passing notes, texting, whispering, gesturing)

- Discussing exam questions and answers with students who have not taken the exam.

- Soliciting others to complete work for you.

Plagiarism Policy: Using someone else's work as your own, impropetly documenting sources, and even
repurposing one of your existing papers for this class all constitute plagiarism. The University has strict
guidelines regarding academic dishonesty, and under certain conditions, plagiarism can result in
expulsion from Ball State. Please review the Student Academic Ethics Policy. A good rule of thumb: If
you're not sure you're violating these rules, talk to me about it. If I find evidence of plagiarism,
intentional or unintentional, I will schedule a meeting with you to talk about the nature of the offense.

Artificial Intelligence Policy: All assignments should be your own original work, created for this class. We will
discuss what constitutes plagiarism, cheating, or academic dishonesty more in class. You must do your
own work. You cannot reuse work written for another class. You should not use paraphrasing software
(“spinbots”) or Al writing software (like ChatGTP) for anything other than idea generation. Do not take
direct writing or information from generative Al

Disability Statement: We are committed to ensuring that all members of the community are welcome,
through valuing the various experiences and worldviews represented at Ball State and among those we
serve. We promote a culture of respect and civil discourse. If you need course adaptations or
accommodations because of a disability, please contact the instructor of record as soon as possible. Ball
State's Disability Services Office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a
disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability
Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd(@bsu.edu.

Classroom and Student Expectations: Mutual respect is to be considered obligatory. I ask primarily that you
keep up with scheduled assignments and course readings. Please consider your tone when emailing, but
email as often as you need to. I am here to help.

Land Acknowledgment: As we come together as a learning community, I want to acknowledge that our
physical campus is situated on the traditional homelands of the Myaamiaki (Miami) and Lenape
(Delaware) peoples upon whose territory the university stands.

ON-CAMPUS RESOURCES

Writing Center: All writers improve with practice and feedback, so as a student in this course, you are
encouraged to use the Writing Center (in Robert Bell 295, Bracken Library, or online) to get additional
feedback on your writing. To schedule a free appointment to discuss your writing, go to
www.bsu.edu/writingcenter. Online and in-person appointments are available Sunday through Thursday
this summer. However, plan ahead because appointments book quickly!
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Learning Center: The Learning Center offers free tutoring for many courses in the University Core
Curriculum or any writing task and general study strategies such as time management, test taking, speed
reading, and effective textbook reading and note taking. They are open in the summer Monday-Thursday
10am-4pm. Call 765-285-1006 or visit NQ 350 to make an appointment to meet with an instructor.

Counseling Center: Being a college student is exceedingly stressful, and Ball State's Counseling services are
in place to help students achieve success in both their personal and academic lives. They provide free

and confidential psychological and career resources to students and are located in Lucina, room 320.
They can be reached at 765-285-1736.

The Speaking Center: The Speaking Center is a free resource available to all members of the BSU
community wanting to improve their public speaking abilities. We offer personalized coaching designed
to help you become a more confident and effective speaker. Our trained coaches provide constructive
feedback and support throughout the entire speech preparation process, whether you are in the early
stages of brainstorming ideas and organizing your thoughts, or you need to practice your delivery and
refine your message. The Center is in the David Letterman Communication and Media Building, room
302. To schedule an appointment, please access us through your Navigate app or use this direct link to
sign up for a time. Appointments are available both in person and on Zoom. Appointments are available
in person, on Zoom, and in virtual reality (VR) for those interested in practicing in an immersive
speaking environment.

Basic Needs Hub: 1f you are having difficulty affording enough food, do not have a safe and reliable place
to sleep, and/or expetiencing an emergency or ctisis, help is available through the Basic Needs

Hub. The Basic Needs Hub has information, resources, and provides individualized support to
students. To talk with a supportive staff member about your experience, receive one on one assistance,
or learn more about resources, you can submit a Basic Needs Assistance Form..

SOME WRITERLY WORDS OF ADVICE: Whatever you do, don’t write to please me or those in the class
with you. It won’t work. As Richard Hugo says in Triggering Town: “You’ll never be a writer until you
realize that everything I say today and this semester is wrong. It may be right for me, but it is wrong for
you. Every moment, I am, without wanting or trying to, telling you to write like me. But I hope you
learn to write like you.”


https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://www.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/dean-of-students/basic-needs-hub
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BallStateUniv&layout_id=30

SPRING 2026 COURSE SCHEDULE FOR ENG 285-6

UNIT ONE: WRITING POETRY—WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT ISN’T

Week 1 Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M 1/5 | Syllabus and Policies Course Syllabus and Policies None
W 1/7 | What Is Poetry? None None
F 1/9 Defamiliarization, Image| WA 1 Prompt, Burroway: Chapter 2 None
Week 2 Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 1/12 | Voice, Persona, POV Burroway: Chapter 3, Hugo: Excerpt
W, 1/14 | The Basics of Poetry Burroway: Ch.10, Frost: “The Figure a Reading Quiz 1
Poem Makes”
F, 1/16 Narrative Poetry— Narrative Poetry Packet, Emanuel: “The
Storytelling in Verse Politics of Narrative”
Week 3 Description | Reading(s) Due | Assignment(s) Due
M, 1/19 | Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration—No Classes
W, 1/21 | Lyric Poetry—Singing | Lyric Poetry Packet, Gregg: “Not Reading Quiz 2
with Verse Understanding”
F, 1/23 Ethnography Day None None
Week 4 Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 1/26 | Writing Day None None
W, 1/28 | Conferences in the None None
Classroom
F, 1/30 Writing Critique None Writing Assighment 1

UNIT TwO: THE PROSE POEM—WHAT MAKES IT POETRY AND WHY THE PROSE ASSOCIATION

Week 5 Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 2/2 The Prose Poem WA 2 Prompt, Delville: “Strange
Tales...,” Brouwer: Selections, Tate:
“Goodtime Jesus”
W, 2/4 The Poetry Sequence Orah Mark: Excerpt, De la Paz Excerpt Reading Quiz 3
F, 2/6 Ethnography Day None None
Week 6 Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 2/9 Writing Day None None
W, 2/11 | Conferences in the None None
Classroom
F, 2/13 Publishers and Books None Writing Assignment 2

UNIT THREE: CREATIVE NONFICTION—WHAT TRUTH MEANS IN WRITING

IT MEANS TRUTH

Week 7 Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 2/16 | Writing off the Subject, | WA 3 Prompt, Simpson: “Tiny Masters”
W, 2/18 Character, and Story Burroway: Ch. 6, 8, Bonomo: “Locating an| None
Essay’s DNA”
F, 2/20 Writing Comedy Sedaris: “Repeat after Me,” Heir: “An Reading Quiz 4

Indian in Yoga Class”




Week 8 Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 2/23 | Writing Setting Burroway: Chapter 5 None

W, 2/25 Person to Person Fleischmann: Excerpt None

F, 2/27 Writing Place Foster Wallace: “Consider the Lobstet”

SPRING BREAK—MARCH 1°*-MARCH 8™

Week 10 | Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 3/9 Primary Research and Hollars: “Sasquatch in a Shell,” Lia Purpura: | Reading Quiz 5
Fieldwork “Autopsy Report”
W, 3/11 | Vulnerability and Thomas: “Vulnerability Is Strength,”
Compassion McSweeney: “What Do You Care About?”
F, 3/13 Ethnography Day None None
Week 11 | Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 3/16 Writing Day None None
W, 3/18 Conferences in the None None
Classroom
F, 3/20 Publishers and Books None Writing Assignment 3
UNIT FOUR: LITERARY FICTION—WHAT MAKES THE STORY AN ARTFORM
Week 12 | Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 3/23 The Writing Process Moore: “How to Become a Writer,”
Fiction Burroway: Ch. 4, 9
W, 3/25 What NOT to Do When | Stern: “Making Shapely Fiction,” Palahniuk:
Writing Fiction “Nuts and Bolts”
F 3/27 | Literary Fiction, Boyle: “The Hitman,” Morrison: “From Reading Quiz 6
Minimalism and Texture | Beloved” (Ch. 1, through page 13)
Week 13 | Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 3/30 | Writing Tension and Irony| Oates: “Where Are You Going...,” Bixby:
“It’s a Good Life”
W, 4/1 Contemporary Fairy Tales[Richter: “A Case Study,” “A Very Old Man
Magical Realism with Enormous Wings”
F, 4/3 Experimental Fiction Link: “Catskin,” Saunders: “In Persuasion Reading Quiz 7
Nation”
Week 14 | Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 4/6 Writing Day None None
W, 4/8 Conferences in the None None
Classroom
F, 4/10 Publishers and Books None Writing Assignment 4

UNIT FIVE: REVISING AND EDITING—WHAT THE DIFFERENCE IS AND HOwW TO DO BOTH

Week 15 | Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 4/13 WA 1 Revision Revision Packet, Your WA 1: Poem Reading Quiz 8

W, 4/15 WA 2 Revision Your WA 2: Prose Poem None

F, 4/17 WA 3 Revision Your WA 3: Tiny Masters Essay None




Week 16 | Description Reading(s) Due Assignment(s) Due
M, 4/20 | WA 4 Revision Your WA 4: No Story None
W, 4/22 | Publishers and Books None Writing Assignment 5
F, 4/24 In-class Reading—Read | Your Own Writing Live Reading (this will
WA 1 or WA 2 Aloud count as 20 Reading Quiz
points)
With the semester closing, 1 want to offer you one last answer in the words of Thomas Mann (should iy
you possess the need of its prerequisite question, “Am I a writer?” He says, “A writer is someone KEEP

for whom writing is more difficult than it is for other people.” Care about what you write, make

time for writing, and you’re a writer.

CALM

IT'S ALMOST

END OF
TERM

Week 17 | Description | Reading(s) Due | Assignment(s) Due
M, 4/27 Conferences—No Class
F,5/1 ENG 285-02 Final Due | Everything Ever Written by Everyone Final Portfolio

9:45-11:45 A.M.




