Creative Experience for Young Children
ECYF 252
Fall 2025

Course Overview

Creative and play experiences are essential to the young child’s growth and development. Early
childhood teachers must have the depth and breadth understanding of the importance of play and
creativity for young children as well as the multiple roles that adults assume in the education of young
children. This course will give students a foundation for understanding the developmental processes, how
children learn through play, and enhancing children’s creativity. It will also provide an introduction to
design physical and social/emotional learning environments and an opportunity to critically reflect on
teaching beliefs and practice in relation to child development theory and personal experience.

Course Objectives
To assist potential teachers to:
1. Understand creativity and the creative process. [INTASC 1, 4, 5, 8] NAEYC 1, 3 & 4]
2. Identify qualities of creativity and characteristics of creative persons. [INnTASC 1] [NAEYC 1 & 3]
3. Become aware of criteria for a creative classroom environment for young children. [InTASC 1, 4, 5, 8]
[NAEYC 1, 3,4 & 5]
4. Learn strategies for helping young children develop their natural creative tendencies. [InTASC 1, 4, 5,
8] [NAEYC 1, 3 & 4]
5. Plan and implement creative art, music, language arts, and play experiences which are appropriate for
young children. [InNTASC 1, 4, 5, 8] NAEYC 1, 3,4 & 5]
6. Understand the value of play for young children’s physical, social, emotional, intellectual, and creative
development. [InTASC 1][NAEYC 1]
7. Become skilled in systematically observing the social and cognitive levels of children’s play.
[InTASC 5, 8] [NAEYC 3]

Required Texts:
Bohart, H., Charner, K., & Koralek, D. (Ed.) (2015). Spotlight on young children: Exploring Play.
Washington, DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children.

Jones. E & Reynolds, G. (2011). The play’s the thing: Teachers’ roles in children’s play (2™ Ed). New
York: Teacher’s College Press.

Other Required Reading: All reading package is on Canvas.

Required Materials: Please prepare & bring All materials In-person classes.
colored pencils (crayons), markers (more than 3 any colors), glue (stick glue and liquid school glue), &
scissors

Policies

Attendance Policies:

This course will adhere to the policy published in the BSU Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities.
You are required to attend class on-time and stay for the duration of the class. Not attending class may
affect student financial aid. Absences should be discussed with the instructor AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
Missed classes may result in loss of class participation scores or missed assessments. Any make-ups are at
the discretion of the instructor and on presentation of a documented excuse satisfactory to the course

Lim_ECYF252 Page | 1



instructor. No assignments will be accepted past the designated due date without documentation of
extenuating circumstances. You will be responsible for any missed class information. Instructor will NOT
redistribute or review materials/demos/class notes that were provided during your absence. You will be
responsible for arranging to get the class notes and handouts from a fellow student OR for obtaining that
class contents from Canvas. Please do not allow lateness or absences to have a negative impact on your
success in this class.

Communication (via Canvas ANNOUNCEMENTS and BSU email)

The professor will primarily communicate with you via Canvas ANNOUNCEMENTS. Therefore, it will
be critical you always read ALL ANNOUNCEMENTS. Please be certain your CANVAS Account
settings are set to notify you when course ANNOUNCEMENTS post. Please check your BSU EMAIL
frequently as well.

Open communication throughout the course will be a key factor during our journey. As questions emerge
throughout the semester, please post module or assignment questions as soon as possible in the
appropriate Q & A DISCUSSION forum for each week. Personal, private or circumstance specific
questions should be emailed directly to me via email (please indicate in your email which course and
section you are enrolled in and are referencing).

My office door will be open throughout the semester for appointments (Tues. & Thurs. 10 — 11

am). Please allow 48 hours’ notice for scheduling and confirmation.

Email:

The professor will be readily accessible via BSU account email. However, please do not expect that the
professor will be available 24/7. Please allow at least 24 hours for a response. If you didn’t receive my
response in 48 hours (2 days), please send reminding email to me again with what you’ve sent it (I always
receive so many emails every day. Sometimes I missed important emails with others.). Also, please aware
that my email response to you during the weekend will be slower than usual. It is important to note that
email is another form of communication and students should present themselves in a professional manner.
As such, it is expected that emails from students to the professor contain a salutation, as well as proper
grammar and capitalization.

Late Assignments/Late Work:

Due to the length of time provided to complete each assignment, LATE submissions will NOT be
accepted unless documentation of a physician’s note is submitted to the course instructor for late
submission consideration. Late assignments will ONLY be accepted on a case-by-case basis and upon
instructor approval. In the event of an emergency or death in the family, please contact the course
instructor as soon as possible to coordinate “instructor approved,” alternative due date(s). You must email
to the instructor before the due date for asking the instructor approval. If accepted late, they will be
subject to 10% point deduction to ANY ABSENCES.

The final project will NOT be accepted late and revision. Before submit your assignments via
Canvas, please recheck your files are included everything needed. Keep in mind your submission is
always final.

Participation & Professionalism

In terms of participation, you will be responsible for reading any assigned material ahead of time in order
to dialogue with peers and contribute to the broader class discussion. You will be responsible for bringing
all required materials (articles, books, journals, etc.) to weekly class meetings. Active engagement in
discussions and activities is required and will impact your final grade (see course points breakdown) and
includes but is not limited to:

» Listening to others actively
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*  Voicing disagreement without being disrespectful
*  Observing carefully
*  Recognizing that multiple points of view are essential
* Reflecting critically on our own ideas and viewpoints
*  Understanding teaching as a research process, full of ambiguity and uncertainty
* Demonstrating passion for teaching and learning
e Communicating commitment to high quality education for all children ikeln terms of
professionalism, your actions and words in the field and in the classroom should exemplify the
highest respect for children and their families, consideration for others, and maintenance of
confidentiality. Disrespectful or disruptive behavior of any kind will not be tolerated. Cell phones,
tablets, and laptops are expected to be powered down during all discussions, lectures, and activities
unless otherwise indicated by your professor. If you are on your cell phone during class time, you
will be marked absent. Photos, videos, or any information about your work in the field must not be
shared via social media. Violating your ethical responsibility to maintain confidentiality of the
children, families, and colleagues in your field site is considered a serious offense and will result in
consequences determined the program and, if necessary, the college and university. it}
Al Statement
As you work on and submit assignments this semester, know that using generative Al tools to complete
your assignments is a violation of Ball State’s Academic Ethics Policy unless the Al use is explicitly
approved by the faculty member. In general, students may not submit any work generated by an Al
program as their own. Doing so is plagiarism. In courses and assignments where Al use is permitted,
faculty will have guidelines for that use. Work created outside of those guidelines will be considered an
Academic Ethics Policy violation. If a student’s grade is affected by an academic ethics violation, faculty
are required to report the violation to the Office of the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs who oversees
the Student Academic Ethics policy and maintains records of its violations.

Electronic Device Policy (e.g., Cell Phone/iPad or iPod/MP3 Player or a Laptop):

Turn off all electronic devices before the beginning of class: Texting or cell phone usage is not allowed at
any time. You may only use a laptop for group discussion via Canvas or read required texts (digital texts).
If you have a special need for keeping your cell phone on during class, please inform your instructor
ahead of time, and then, if approved, please keep the phone on vibrate so as not to disturb class
presentations, discussions, or videos.

Course Content Ownership

As the course instructor, | retain the rights to all course content, including this syllabus. Students may not
reproduce, distribute, or publicly post course materials without my permission. Selling or distributing
course materials may violate the Ball State Code of Contact and/or The Information Technology Users'
Privileges and Responsibilities Policy.
https://ballstate.policytech.com/dotNet/documents/?docid=244&public=true

Any violations will be referred to Dr. Mike Gillilan, Director of Student Rights and Community
Standards.

Respect Policy:

You are expected to act in a respectful manner toward your professor and classmates. Use of profanity,
rudeness, and angry outbursts, or refusal to participate in classroom activities, repeated tardiness, and
leaving the classroom prior to class dismissal are just some examples of disruptive behavior. If you
engage in disruptive behavior, I will ask you to change your conduct and will inform you of possible
suspension or dismissal from the class.
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Diversity Statement

Ball State University aspires to be a university that attracts and retains a diverse faculty, staff and student
body. We are committed to ensuring that all members of the campus community are welcome through our
practice of valuing the various experiences and world views of those we serve. We promote a culture of
respect and civil discourse as evident in our Beneficence Pledge. For Bias Incident Response information,
go to http://cms.bsu.edu/campuslife/multiculturalcenter/bias-incident-reporting or email mc2@bsu.edu.
Statement about Indiana Standards:

All lesson and activity plans created in EDEL Core Classes need to include standards from the Indiana
State Academic Standards available at www.doe.in.gov/standards.

Academic Honesty

“Honesty, trust, and personal responsibility are fundamental attributes of the university community.
Academic dishonesty by a student will not be tolerated, for it threatens the foundation of an institution
dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge.” (BSU Statement on Academic Dishonesty)

We are strongly committed to assigning grades based on students’ honest efforts on exams and other class
assignments. All students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty. There will
be no excuses accepted for plagiarism, cheating, or any other act that suggests the student has not fulfilled
his/her academic responsibilities in this course. Consequences of academic dishonesty will be determined
by the professor after meeting with the student suspected of a violation of this policy; faculty members
are authorized to assign penalties up to an “F” in the course.

Emergency Response Guidelines

The Ball State University Response Guidelines are available at
http://cms.bsu.edu/about/administrativeoffices/emergencyprepared. We will review the procedures for
responding to emergencies during the first week of class.

Emergency Preparedness

While participating in P-6 schools, teacher candidates should familiarize themselves with emergency
response protocols of all kinds. Many types of emergencies can occur while you are in a school; such as
severe weather, active shooter, or fire to name a few. It is your responsibility to request that your
cooperating practicum teacher review the emergency response guidelines for your class and for the
school. In addition, all teacher education candidates are required to complete CRASE (Civilian
Response to Active Shooter Events) training during their academic career at BSU. Please notify your
instructor at the beginning of the semester if you have special needs or will require assistance related to
your ability to prepare for or respond to emergencies.

Course Adaptions or Accommodations

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please contact me as soon as
possible. Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities;
documentation of a disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be
provided. Disability Services can be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu.

Learning Center Services

The Learning Center offers free Tutoring and Academic Coaching for many courses at Ball State. For Fall
2020, all Tutoring and Academic Coaching appointments will take place online via WebEx.

Students can begin making appointments on Thursday, August 27. Tutoring and Academic Coaching will
begin on Monday, August 31. To make an appointment, visit my.bsu.edu and click on “TutorTrac.”
Testing accommodations for students with disabilities are available for students who have received the
appropriate documentation from Disability Services. Tests may be administered in the Learning Center.
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Supplemental Instruction is available in select courses. If you have an SI leader for your course, that
person will provide students with information the first week of school regarding weekly study sessions,
which will be held virtually via WebEx.

For more information about all of our programming, visit www.bsu.edu/learningcenter or call 765-285-
1006.

The Learning Center's physical space, NQ 350, will not be open for in-person Tutoring or Academic
Coaching during Fall 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Please follow the instructions above to make
or cancel online appointments, and call us if you have questions!

Classes Canceled — Campus Closings:

Announcements of class cancellations and/or campus closings will be made on the campus home page. In
the case of an emergency, weather-related or otherwise, please check the web page at cms.bsu.edu for
information on the buildings and times of the closing. While information may be broadcast by radio and
television, this should be confirmed by the web page, which is the official announcement of the campus
and which will be the information used to determine issues related to student attendance, rescheduling of
tests, and other concerns.

Classes Changed to Canvas (online)

In the case of an emergency, or weather-related, we will have classes at Canvas class instead of Face to
Face meetings. This should be confirmed by email as early as possible. Please check your BSU email or
Canvas Announcements for information on changing to Canvas classes.

BSU Writing Center:

Upon graduation with a teaching degree you will be qualified to teach reading and writing. Therefore, it is
imperative that you have, and can demonstrate, adequate writing skill. Spelling, grammar, and
organization will count toward your grade in all written work and oral presentations. Please proofread all
work. Students may seek assistance with writing at the on-campus Writing Center (765) 285-8370.

High-Impact Practices
Ball State University seeks to provide each undergraduate student a premier educational experience. As
such, a strategic imperative, as defined by our strategic plan, is that every student will complete at least
one course that includes one of the following high-impact practices.

Undergraduate Research

Immersive Learning

Study Abroad or Away

Societal Issues or Global Challenge
This course includes societal issues in schools about crisis of creativity and play.

InTASC Standards

InTASC standards 1, 3, 4, 5, and 8 will be emphasized in this course. They are:

Standard 1: Learner Development.
The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing that patterns of learning and
development vary individually within and across the cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and
physical areas, and designs and implements developmentally appropriate and challenging learning
experiences.

Standard 3: Learning Environments
The teacher works with others to create environments that support individual and collaborative
learning, and that encourage positive social interaction, active engagement in learning, and self
motivation.

Standard 4: Content Knowledge.
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The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or
she teaches and creates learning experiences that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for
learners to assure mastery of the content.

Standard 5: Application of Content
The teacher understands how to connect concepts and use differing perspectives to engage learners in
critical thinking, creativity, and collaborative problem solving related to authentic local and global
issue

Standard 8: Instructional Strategies.
The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage learners to develop
deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and to build skills to apply knowledge in
meaningful ways.

NAEYC Standards

NAEYC standards 1, 3, 4, and 5 will be addressed in this course. They include:

Standard 1: Child Development and Learning
Early childhood education teachers have a broad and comprehensive understanding of young
children's development, diversity, and learning, and demonstrate the ability to provide experiences for
all children that promote development and learning.

Standard 3: Observation, Documentation, and Assessment
Early childhood education teachers have a broad and comprehensive understanding of observation,
documentation, and assessment, and demonstrate the ability to use these procedures to positively
influence development and learning for young children.

Standard 4: Developmentally Appropriate Methodology for Early Education
Early childhood education teachers have a broad and comprehensive understanding of
developmentally appropriate methods, instructional strategies, and learning tools, and demonstrate the
ability to plan and use these methods, strategies, and tools to positively influence young children's
development and learning.

Standard 5: Learning Environment
Early childhood education teachers have a broad and comprehensive understanding of learning
environments, and demonstrate the ability to establish safe, supportive, and productive learning
environments for young children.
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